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PROGRESS OF THE AMERICAN LIBRARY 
OF NAZI-BANNED BOOKS 



FEW events taking place in the 
Brooklyn Jewish Center were as 
brilliant or significant as the din- 
ner for Albert Einstein and Heinz 
Liepmann, marking the inauguration of 
the American Library of Nazi-Banned 
Books, which was given in the Center 
on December 22, 1934. 

The interest which this undertaking 
has aroused has been remarkable, and 
the praise which has been lavished up- 
on the Brooklyn Jewish Center for 
creating this memorial has been such 
as to bring home to each member the 
importance of the task that remains, 
which is to complete the library and 
place it in the position of rendering 
the greatest possible cultural service. 

It is not enough to have begun the 
library ; it will not be enough to com- 
plete it. The American Library of 
N'azi- Banned Books must not only be 
a haven for literary works which a 
brutal political regime outlawed, but it 
must take its place as a public institu- 
tion, serving" those who are eager to 
avail themselves of the store of knowl- 
edge its large and special collection of 
hooks will offer. 

At this writing the works of fifty- 
three authors have been assembled. So 
far as can be learned, between three 
and four hundred authors were on the 
Xazi banned list. The Nazis have 
never, according to the best informa- 
tion, published a complete list of the 
writers whose works were thrown into 
the bonfire on May 10, 1933, or after- 
wards condemned. Nor is it possible 
to know how many works of all pro- 
scribed authors were destroyed. In 
some cases certain books of a burned 



author were reprieved. The policy that 
has guided the library committee so 
far has been to collect an outlawed 
author's complete works, and to in- 
clude in the library all German-Jewish 
writers, and all German liberal writers. 
These were all attacked as classes of 
intellectuals not to be tolerated in the 
Third Reich. 

The list of the authors; whose books 
are alreadv in the library are : 

Alfred Adler 

Sholom Asch 

Nathan Asch 

Berthold Auerbach 

I. Babel 

Henri Barbussc 
Waldemar Bonsels 
Max Brod 
Martin Buber 
Hermann Cohen 
Edward Dahlberg 
John Dos Passos 
Ilya Ehrenbourg 
Albert Einstein 
Lion Feuchtwanger 
Leonhardt Franck 
Sigmund Freud 
Andre Gide 
Ernst Glaeser 
Maxim Gorki 
Heinrich Heine 
Theodor Herzl 
Ernest Hemingway 
Helen Keller 
Helmet Klotz 
D. H. Lawrence 
Theodor Lessing 
Ludwig Lewisohn 
Judge Ben Lindsay 
Jack London 
Emil Ludwig 



Rosa Luxemburg 
Heinrich Mann 
Thomas Mann 
Leo Tolstoy 
Moses Mendelssohn 
Felix Mendelssohn 
Hugo Munsterberg 
Franz Oppenheimer 
Erich Maria Remarque 
Artur Schnitzler 
Upton Sincl aii- 
Benedict Spinoza 
Maximilian Stein 
Max Stern 
Thorstein Veblen 
Hogo Van Hoffmannstahl 
Jacob AVassermann 
( )tto Weininger 
Franz Werfel 
Arnold Zweig 
Stefan Zweig 
Voltaire 

Whenever possible English transla- 
tions of European books were obtain- 
ed. In the cases of poetical work> 
both the original German as well as 
the English translations were often 
purchased. 

The complete library will contain a 
great number of books unavailable 
elsewhere in New York. Already the 
library has secured one rare book which 
not even the New York Public Library 
possesses. This is an English transla- 
tion of Moses Menclelssohnn's "Phae- 
don," published in the eighteenth cen- 
turv. 



EDITORIAL BOARD FOR REVIEW 

Louis J. Gribetz, Chairman 
Joseph Goldberg Joseph Kayo 
Dr. Israel II. Levinthal 

Henry Seinfel, Chairman. Advisory 
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"A Splendid and Historic Gathering" 

BROOKLYN JEWISH CENTER INAUGURATES LIBRARY OF NAZI-BANNED BOOKS 

By JOSEPH GOLDBERG 

WE are indebt- 
ed to the 
Rev. Dr. S. 
Parkes Cadman for 
the title to this report 
of the dinner tendered 
to Professor Albert 
Einstein and Mr. 
Heinz Liepmann at 
the Center on Satur- 
day evening, Decem- 
ber 22nd. Immediate- 
ly after his return 
from the dinner which 
marked the inaugura- 
tion of the American 
Library of Nazi Ban- 
ned Books, sponsored 
by this institution, he 
penned a letter of con- 
gratulation to the com- 
mittee, characterizing 
the event "a splendid 
and historic gather- 
ing". In a subsequent 
letter this famous 
preacher said: "I have 
seldom, if ever, atten- 
ded a more impressive 
meeting". 

This is only one of 
the many laudatory 
comments made by the 
close to five hundred 

people who attended this never-to-be forgotten dinner. 

The first speaker of the evening was Mr. Joseph M. 
Schwartz, President of the Center, who extended to 
the guests a hearty welcome in behalf of the institu- 
tion. He then introduced Mr. Louis J. Gribetz, chair- 
man of the dinner committee, who presided. Briefly 
Mr. Gribetz outlined the purpose of the library, tracing 
the launching of the project by the Review in its issue 
of April, 1934, the organization of the Advisory Board 
consisting of many of the leading figures in American 
public life, and the inauguration of the library with 
the dinner in honor of the intellectual giant of our age, 
Professor Einstein, and the living witness of Nazi 
cruelty and barbarism, Mr. Heinz Liepmann, author 
of "Murder — Made in Germany", and whose works 
were tossed into the flames in that notorious bonfire on 
May 10, 1933. 

Hon. Raymond V. Ingersoll, Borough President, 
greeted the guests of honor in behalf of the citizens of 
Brooklyn. He expressed his satisfaction that Brooklyn 
will house the library of banned books. He pointed to rich Heine's books were among those burnt, his famous 

a report received from Germany that although Hein- (Continued on Page 19) 




NOTABLE GUESTS at DINNER 
Above, left to right: Heinz Liep- 
mann, Albert Einstein and Rabbi 
Israel H. Levinthal. Below: Edwin 
Markham and Kurt Rosenfeld 
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PROPHETIC WISDOM IN EINSTEIN'S ADDRESS 
AT LIBRARY INAUGURATION DINNER 



A COMMUNITY is stabilized 
only to the extent of the jus- 
tice, friendliness and trust upon 
which it is based. For that reason 
education leading towards moral action 
and feeling is more important to the 
flourishing and prospering community 
than education leading towards knowl- 
edge and practical achievement. On 
the other hand, every community based 
on hatred and enmity is predestined to 
decay ; because, once the negative im- 
pulses of the human soul are strongly 
formed, they will, of necessity, burst 
forth in the people's daily lives, af- 
fecting a distrust of one for the other, 
so that in the end even any unity to- 
wards an external, common goal be- 
comes impossible and there results a 
complete destruction of the community. 



Text of speech delivered by Albert 
Einstein at the Brooklyn Jewish Cen- 
ter on December 22, 1934. 

With this knowledge did Moses be- 
come most successful as a founder of 
a community and because of the same 
reason, can Hitler's Reich have no 
durance ; on the contrary, these wounds 
seared on the soul of the German Folk, 
will block any road towards a sound 
community basis, even after the people 
will have freed themselves externally. 

It is the gradual, disappearance of 
justice, friendliness and trust, both in 
international and national affairs, that 
makes us so fearful of our own times. 



The World War and the various fas- 
cist movements are, in reality, only the 
most obvious symptoms of this general 
malady. 

Even as in medicine, we must not 
omit heeding the symptoms, especially 
when vital organs are directly endan- 
gered. Convalescence can only be 
achieved by providing organic treat- 
ment. In the case of our social malady, 
this means the establishing of commu- 
nities on the basis of fostering the 
things morally worthwhile. From this 
point of view, I hail this establishment 
of a library which should snatch from 
oblivion those literary products which 
were banned only because of their high 
human qualities, and to create for them 
a new center of influence. 



' BEFORE THESE BURNED BOOKS 
I SAY TO YOU -HELP." 

HEINZ HERMANN'S DRAMATIC APPEAL 



ONLY those who are able to un- 
derstand the plight of an in- 
tellectual who has been desert- 
ed by his own country will be in the 
position to feel with me this evening. 
The country I love has abandoned me. 
The people for whom I lived and for 
whom I worked are broken in body 
and in spirit. I am a stranger, here 
and in my Fatherland ; my books have 
become homeless. Only he who under- 
stands this and wants to understand it 
can realize how moved I am by the 
words of Professor Einstein. 

For the first time I grasp the mean- 
ing of this emigration. I remind my- 
self that the intellectual history of Eu- 
rope is synonymous with the history of 
its emigrants, beginning with Dante 
and Spinoza and leading up to Hein- 
n'ch Heine, Karl Marx and Albert 
Einstein. All are men who left their 
respective countries because of their 
convictions, and they are men who de- 
cided the history of Europe. 

During the last year I lived in Paris, 
where a good part of the refugees had 
gone to. I don't want to speak about 
my experiences there. I don't want 



to talk about the weariness, the despair 
and the suicides which I witnessed. But 
I want to tell you that I visited some 
refugees living in an unpleasant, cold 
garret, eight and ten people in one 
awful room. Distress and fatigue were 
evident all around. But on the sloping 
ceiling wall was a little clipping from 
a newspaper : a picture of Albert Ein- 
stein. And when I asked those old and 
tired Jews why they had put this pic- 
ture on their wall they answered: we 
have been hit hard, mentally and phys- 
ically, and we have been insulted and 
degraded ; our sons have died for Ger- 
many, and we ourselves have lived 
for her. Now they teach the children 
at school that we are second-class peo- 
ple, that we are dangerous and detest- 
able. We ourselves are old. We shall 
soon die. But it is hard and cold in a 
strange country. The picture of Ein- 
stein hangs there because we know that 
one of us is not detested, not stepped 
upon, and not hated. One of us has 
brought a new renascence to man- 
kind." 

I have seen many such pictures of 
Finstein in cellars and garrets. His 
picture was a symbol, the only one, 



against hurt human dignity. 

Hurt human dignity — those are the 
words that predominated when one 
thinks of European fascism. I am not 
a politician but a writer, and I take 
my profession seriously. I was very 
often asked why I dedicated the book 
"Murder— Made in Germany" to the 
Jews, murdered in Germany. 

I could dedicate it only to the Jews. 
Not because I am a Jew but because 
1 take my profession seriously. I shall 
try to explain this: The members of 
the left parties are today building up 
in German)- an illegal organization with 
indescribable heroism. They are op- 
ponents of the Hitler government and 
if they are caught they will be tortured 
and killed. 

But the Jews are not opponents. 
xVnd if the Jews are tortured and killed 
they don't die for any political ideals ; 
they only know that they have had to 
suiter once more in the course of their 
long history. They die because there 
is injustice in the world. They die be- 
cause there is such a thing in the world 
(Continued on Page IS) 
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THE BOOK AND THE 



WE, of this institution, are 
thrice privileged tonight. We 
are privileged, first of all, in 
that we greet tonight within the walls 
of this sacred edifice one of the intel- 
lectual giants of our age, the man who 
is recognized as one of the greatest — 
if not the greatest — of the scientists 
of the world, Professor Albert Ein- 
stein. 

We welcome him with open arms 
and hearts tonight not only because of 
the great contributions of his mind, but 
because of what is even more precious, 
the great contributions of his heart. 

My friends, it is good to be great — 
and Einstein is great ! But it is great 
to be good — and Einstein is goodness 
itself. We love him and revere him 
because his heart beats with love and 
with sympathy for every worth-while 
cause, for everything noble and ideal 
in life. 

We, his Jewish brethren, love him 
and revere him for yet another reason. 
We have other great sons in Israel, yet 
1 doubt if any one enjoys that un- 
bounded affection from all Jews as does 
Professor Einstein. And he enjoys that 
love from all Jews because he loves all 
Israel ! He is not a factionalist nor a 
partisan. "All Israel are my brethren !" 
— that is his guiding principle in life. 

There is a very pretty tale that the 
ancient Jewish Rabbis tell of our patri- 
arch Jacob. You recall the Biblical 
scene that portrays Jacob after he was 
compelled to flee from his father's 
home, sleeping in the bare field on a 
bed of rocks. Jacob took "of the stones 
of the place" and "he placed it under 
his head". The Rabbis were sur- 
prised that the text speaks first of the 
stones, in the plural, and then of "the 
stone," in the singular. "There were 
twelve stones in that field", explain the 
Rabbis, "representing the twelve tribes 
of Israel. And they began quarreling 
among themselves. Each insisted : 'On 
me should this righteous man lay his 
head !' And Jacob took all the twelve 
stones and made Ein Stein — one stone 
— of them all and lay his head upon it, 
— that represented to him the unified 
and united tribes of the Jewish people." 
Of our distinguished guest the same 
word may be said. He, as his name 
implies, has made Ein Stein of all the 
stones representing the various parties 
and divisions in Israel, and upon it he 
rests his head and his heart. 



Address delivered by Dr. Israel Her- 
bert Levinthal at the Dinner in honor 
of Prof. Albert Einstein and Heinz. 
Liepmann on Saturday evening, De- 
cember 22, 1934, on the occasion of the 
Inauguration of the American Library 
of Nazi-Banned Books. 

We are privileged, too, in that we 
greet tonight another great son of our 
people, Heinz Liepmann. We honor 
him because of his achievements as 
writer, as novelist, as a distinguished 
man of letters. But we honor him for 
yet another and more cogent reason, 
because we know what he suffered and 
we know the horrors he endured at the 
hands of those tyrants who now rule 
the destinies of the sixty million Ger- 
man people. We see in him a symbol. 
He is to us the personification of that 
large group of liberal thinkers, writers 
and students, who, because they dared 
to be true to their conscience, suffered 
untold tortures and are now exiles 
from their land. 

And we are privileged, too, in that 
we are inaugurating in this building 
tonight a library of all those books that 
were burned and that are now banned 
in Nazi German}'. Again, I am remind- 



NO more powerful indictment of 
the lunacy of Hitlerism was 
ever recorded than the memor- 
able event which took place at the 
Brooklyn Jewish Center last Saturday 
evening. That occasion which was 
conducted with fine dignity marked the 
establishment in this country of a li- 
brary of the books of noted authors 
burnt by the Nazis soon after their rise 
to power. It was eminently appropri- 
ate that Albert Einstein and Heinz 
Liepmann were present to grace this 
event. Oratory was never more tell- 
ing in its simplicity than when the sa- 
vant of worldwide renown pronounced 
the inevitable doom of a regime found- 
ed upon hate or when Liepmann, noted 
author, bared the soul-searing emotions 
he experienced as a prisoner in a Ger- 
man concentration camp from which 
he escaped. 

By thus affording shelter to the 
banned books Jewry gives the world 
a welcome reassurance of the truth 
which Nazis have yet to learn that li- 
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SWORD 

ed of a beautiful thought imparted by 
our ancient Rabbis. "When God gave 
the Torah on Sinai, at that very mo- 
ment, there came down from the heav- 
ens Scfer Vcsayof — 'a book and a 
sword', bound one against the other, as 
if wrestling to see which would be vic- 
torious. And a Heavenly Voice was 
heard to say : "Choose one or the other ! 
If you choose the book, life will be 
yours; if you choose the sword, death 
must be yours!" This simple legend 
tells in clearest fashion the struggle of 
Civilization. It was the Book versus 
the Sword ; it was Mind versus Brute 
Force. It was not an accident — it could 
not have been otherwise — that the first 
act committed by the Nazis after they 
came to i>ower was to burn books. It 
was the old struggle reenacted again — 
the Sayof, the Sword, against the Sefer, 
the Book. The Nazis thought that by 
burning books you can burn and de- 
stroy human thought. Ah, how little 
they understand the working of his- 
tory ! You recall what the Talmud 
tells us about R. Chaninoh ben Tera- 
dion. He was put to a cruel death 
by the Romans. They wrapped his 
body with the sacred Scrolls of the 
Law and set fire to both. 

(Continued on Page 20) 



braries may be burnt but books cannot 
be destroyed because they are the bear- 
ers of ideas which are deathless. The 
Hitler bigots proved only one thing 
when they burned those books, and that 
is, that books are for men and not for 
brutes. The creation of this new li- 
brary which parallels similar move- 
ments in ever}- civilized country in the 
world is more than a gesture of con- 
tempt for modern medievalism. It is in 
complete accord with the centuried 
spirit of Israel which transfuses evil 
into good. Two thousand years ago 
when the Roman Legions set fire to 
the Temple of Jerusalem, out of the 
ashes arose a little academy of learning 
at Jabneh at the hands of Rabbi Joa- 
chanan ben Zaccai. That was Israel re- 
surrected. The library of the Brook- 
lyn Jewish Center will be another A- 
cademy of Jabneh offering unceasing 
defiance to Nazi brutishness and wit- 
nessing the indestructible life of the 
human spirit. 

— Jewish Examiner. 



"Another Academy of Jabneh" 
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Notable Writers and Leaders Greet Inauguration 
Of Nazi-Banned Books Library At 
Brooklyn Jewish Center 



From Lion Feuchtw anger: 

The Nazi bonfire did not kill the 
hooks but showed the whole world the 
black barbarism of the perpetrators. 
It is essential that the fire be kept be- 
fore the public until the Berlin auto-da- 
fe becomes merely an impressive his- 
torical memory. That time is not far 
off. Heartiest greetings to Professor 
Albert Einstein. 
From Andre Gide: 

1 am happy to join in paying the 
deepest homage to the great Einstein 
and to Heinz Liepmann and to protest 
against the absurd efforts to suppress 
by flame the works of the free intelli- 
gence. 

From Bertrand Russell: 

I send warmest good wishes to Pro- 
fessor Albert Einstein and Heinz Liep- 
mann, American Library Dinner, to- 
morrow, and congratulate Brooklyn 
Jewish Center,, on its valuable effort in 
inaugurating an American Library for 
Nazi Burnt Books. 



From Dr. John Haynes Holmes: 

I CAN think of no more gallant and 
happy answer to the challenge of 
Nazi barbarism than the dedica- 
tion of the Library by two such noble 
Germans as Albert Einstein and Heinz 
Liepmann, themselves martyrs of the 
Nazi tyranny. There is a note of de- 
fiance in this ceremony, which lifts the 
heart. Better still, there is a note of 
triumph ! What we see in an occasion 
of this sort is the proclamation that 
the Nazis, for all their cruelty and ter- 
ror, cannot bring defeat upon souls still 
resolute to vindicate the worth of cul- 
ture and the power of the spirit. What 
you are doing is setting brains against 
brute force, and the word against the 
sword. I like to think that, through the 
years, this Library of yours, forever 
associated with the names of these dis- 
tinguished guests, will stand as evi- 
dence to our children and our children's 
children, that here, in our free land, 



American Jews, in one of the darkest 
hours of tragedy for Israel, stood un- 
daunted and unconquered, and dared 
the tyrant to his face. 

From James W. Gerard: 

To my great regret a bad throat 
keeps me from joining you in honor- 
ing your distinguished guest, Professor 
Einstein. It is sad to think that in 
this world supposed to be civilized 
this great man should be an exile but 
it is a consolation to think of the warm 
welcome that America gives him. May 
he dwell with us long and honor us by 
his presence. My homage to him and 
the best wishes of this season of good 
will. 

From Dr. S. Parkes Cadman: 

May I most heartily congratulate 
you upon last night's splendid and his- 
toric gathering. With best wishes for 
a Blessed New Year! 



OUR BOOKS HAVE GONE UP IN SMOKE BEFORE 

By DR. SAMUEL MARSOSHES in "The Day" 



THE ceremony last Saturday night 
at the Brooklyn Jewish Center 
of the opening of the library of 
books that perished in the fire on the 
streets of Berlin, is indicative of the 
temper of the times in which we live. 
We are returning to the Middle Ages. 
Ghosts long believed laid forever, rise 
up again and stalk through our cities. 
Once more our spiritual heritage is 
tested by fire. We went through this 
ordeal before and survived. The flames 
sputtered about us, our books went up 
in smoke, only to come back to us 
made of firmer texture, of stronger 
grain and impervious to all the fires of 
hate and destruction. 

At the disputation of Tortosa in the 
year 1413, Geronimo de Sante Fe 
brought forward a number of accusa- 
tions against the Talmud, including 
the fateful assertion that the condem- 
nations of pagans and apostates found 
in that great religious document re- 
ferred in reality to Christians. Two 
years later Pope Martin V., who had 



convened this disputation, issued a bull 
forbidding the Jews to read the Talmud 
and ordering the destruction of all 
copies of it. This was the first time 
that Jewish works were dedicated to 
the flames in Europe. In the early 
part of the 16th century the convert 
Johann Pfefferkorn, the agent of the 
Dominicans, started a new attack on 
the Talmud. Emperors and Popes sat 
in judgment on the work of Jewish 
genius while Johann Reuchlin, the fa- 
mous Humanist, acted as the defender. 
After thirty years of struggle in which 
the fate of the Talmud swayed in the 
balance, victories alternating with de- 
feats, the Vatican which had first per- 
mitted the Talmud to appear in print, 
undertook a campaign of destruction 
against it. On September 9, 1553 copies 
of the Talmud which had been confis- 
cated in compliance with a decree of 
the Inquisition, were burned at Rome. 
The result of this struggle was as far- 
reaching as it was unexpected. Out 
of the controversy raging around the 



Talmud and carried on by means of 
pamphlets in a war of ideas between 
Johann Pfefferkorn and Johann Reuch- 
lin, grew the intellectual movement 
which subsequently led to the Refor- 
mation and the rise of Protestantism, 
which in its essence meant the revival 
of ancient Hebraism and the inaugu- 
ration of the modern era. Another 
result was the printing of the complete 
edition of the Babylonian Talmud, is- 
sued for the first time in 1520 by 
Daniel Romberg, at Venice. The 
flames, instead of consuming the mon- 
ument of Jewish creative genius, only 
succeeded in illuminating it and shed- 
ding on it a bright though fantastic 
light by which humanity came to see 
not only its contours but the rock of 
ages from which it was builded. . . . 
". . . In every generation," says an 
old Jewish liturgy, "they rise up against 
us to destroy us, but Thou rescueth us 
from their hands." It is a fact and a 
prayer. With civilization on our side 
(Continued on Page 20) 
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EMANUEL LIST -A METROPOLITAN OPERA 
SINGER WITH A MEZUZAH 



EMANUEL LIST, a leading bass 
of the Metropolitan Opera House, 
is one of the few Jewish singers 
the Metropolitan has had. Despite his 
eminence in that cosmopolitan institu- 
tion he carries about with him a me- 
zuzah, whether he is on the stage or 
off. It is for this reason — symbolically 
speaking, of course — that although 
the operatic powers of the Hitler re- 
gime indicated their willingness to 
permit List to sing for them, he re- 
fused to take advantage of their fav- 
oritism. 

The bass came to the New York 
opera house in 1933, making his de- 
but as "Landgraf Hermann" in Wag- 
ner's "Tannhauser." He was liked by 
both the critics and the public, and re- 
mained an outstanding member of the 
Wagnerian division. His "King Mark" 
in "Tristan und Isolde" is a valued 
portrait to opera-goers. 

List's career has been varied, and 
has gone up and down hill. At fifteen 
he was apprenticed to a tailor in his 
native Vienna by his father, a poor 
salesman. At night, urged on by higher 
impulses, he left his sewing bench and 
took in what knowledge of music, lit- 
erature and art that he could. 

One day the boy saw an advertise- 
ment in a newspaper by a singing so- 
ciety, calling for chorus boys. He ap- 
plied to the director, a Professor Got- 
toff-Gruneke. The professor heard 
him sing and gasped. "What have you 
got in your throat?" he exclaimed. 
And no wonder. Emanuel sang A be- 
low G, which, to musicians, is quite 
a feat. 

After eighteen months with the pro- 
fessor's society List and three other 
boys from the chorus formed a quar- 
tet and managed to get an engagement 
with a Vienna theatre. This made 
them professionals, and launched List 
on a career. The boys later went on 
tour through England, France and 
Russia, and when the quartet eventual- 
ly broke up List went to Paris to 
study. His teacher was the famous 
Eduard de Reszke. Then followed 
vaudeville engagments in South Africa, 
Australia and New Zealand. 

The war broke out and whatever 
money List had was confiscated by 



By MAURICE ROSENTHAL 

England, who naturally listed him an 
alien enemy. Thus, penniless, he sur- 
veyed the prospects and decided to try 
his luck in the United States. About 
twenty years ago he arrived in New 
York City. 




Emanuel List 



To the much-travelled Emanuel List, 
strange sights bore little of the awe 
that strikes the average wayfarer. But 
New York's cold, gigantic structures 
of steel and concrete froze the young 
man with fear. They cast a gloomy 
shadow over his dreams of the future. 

But a naturally sunny temperament 
soon dissipated the pall of gloom that 
hung, for a while, over him, and after 
a number of discouraging starts, he 
landed a job at the old Cafe Bismarck, 
singing Viennese folk songs. 

Things began to happen at the Bis- 
marck. A man who had sat for several 
hours in the cafe listening to the young 
basso, took him aside. He was Fred 
Irving, who had come to the Bismarck 
at the behest of Richard Pitro, a show 
impressario. Irving offered the young 
man a contract to tour for 46 weeks 
with a travelling company at a salary 
of $60 per week. List promptly signed 
on the dotted line, only to discover 
soon after that he had joined a bur- 
lesque show. List made the best of 



the situation, taking comfort in the 
$60 a week and the fact that he was 
singing for an audience. For almost 
a year he was with Irving's troupe. 

This experience ended, List succeed- 
ed in obtaining an engagement at the 
Hippodrome, singing in minstrel 
shows and other musical productions. 

Then came what he calls the turn- 
ing point in his career. Hugo Riesen- 
feld, who was then conducting the Ri- 
alto Theatre orchestra, introduced him 
to motion picture audiences, and until 
1922, the singer of the cavernous tones 
sang popular and classic melodies from 
the stages of the Criterion and Capitol 
Theatres. He also set himself firmly 
into American life by becoming a citi- 
zen of the United States. 

A hankering to see his mother in 
Vienna brought List once more to 
Austria. It w a s a lucky visit, for 
he sang for the famous conductor of 
the Vienna Volksoper, Felix Weing- 
artner, and was rewarded with an en- 
gagement. 

For ten years thereafter List sang 
in the chief opera house of Europe, 
enhancing his fame and developing into 
an authoritative delineator of Wag- 
nerian characters. At Bayreuth, the 
shrine of Wagner, where only the elect 
can take part in the festival produc- 
tions, the basso undertook leading 
roles. His dramatic conception of 
"Gurnemanz" in "Parsifal" elicited 
warm words of praise from the Ger- 
man opera master's three daughters — 
Tode Wagner, the Countess Gravina 
and Mrs. Chamberlain — who came to 
his dressing room after the perform- 
ance and expressed their admiration for 
his embodiment of that role. 

THE Metropolitan Opera called List 
to New York in the winter of 1933. 
In his first season at that institution 
a rare thing occurred. List, a Wag- 
nerian specialist, was given the Italian 
role of the Commendatore in Mozart's 
"Don Giovanni." 

Veering from the dramatic to the 
lighter vein, List recently revealed pre- 
cious comic leanings in his interpreta- 
tion of "Baron Ochs" in Richard 
Strauss's "Der Rosenkavalier." The 
(Continued on Page 17) 
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FOR THE FIRST TIME IN TWENTY CENTURIES 
THE JEW SINGS A SONG OF WORK 



I HAVE previously endeavored to 
portray for you the miracles which 
have been wrought in the trans- 
formation of modern Palestine. The 
word "miracles", however, must not be 
taken too literally. The remarkable 
changes we noted in our description of 
Palestine did not take place automati- 
cally or suddenly. They were miracles 
achieved by Jewish hands, Jewish her- 
oism and Jewish self-sacrifice. Like 
the prayer that the pious Jew recites in 
connection with the Hanukkah festi- 
val, Al Ha-nisim Vol Ha-gvivot, these 
too were Nisim, miracles that were the 
result of Gevurot, heroism and unnatu- 
ral strength displayed by the pioneers 
who paved the way for the Eretz Is- 
rael of to-day. 

We see in Palestine to-day a modern 
land with all the modern implements 
of life, in many respects, a finished 
product. Few of us, however, think 
of the struggles and the hardships that 
were endured by those who enjoyed 
none of these modern advantages, and 
through whose unselfish and devoted 
labors these blessings are now confer- 
red on the thousands who enter the 
land. There is a striking passage in 
our ancient literature, in which a Rabbi 
remarks: "How much did poor Adam 
have to toil until he tasted even a 
mouthful! He had to plough and sow, 
to reap and harvest, to thresh and win- 
now, to knead and bake — and only 
then did he have a piece of bread to 
eat. But I arise at dawn and I find 
all these things already done for me !" 
Yes, the new-comer to Palestine can 
indeed repeat these words : "I find 
everything before me !" But if he po- 
sesses a spark of gratefulness, think 
of those heroic souls, who, Adam-like, 
had to labor and sweat before they 
could even taste a mouthful of the 
barest necessities of life. 

In all our thoughts and discussions 
of Palestine we dare not fail to pay 
tribute to these gallant young people, 
who came to Palestine not because they 
were forced to go but because they 
wanted to go ; who went there not when 
the land enjoyed an economic boom, 
when everything was prosperous, but 
when everything was waste, when 
swamps had to be drained, when ma- 



By DR. ISRAEL H. LEVINTHAL 

laria and trachoma filled the very air. 

If you have eyes that observe, you 
can see even to-day the contrast in 
many places of things as they are and 
things as they were. Go to Motza, that 
beautiful, park-like suburb of Jeru- 
salem, where the Labor Federation has 
its Sanitarium for sick workers, and 
look at the site adjoining it. You will 
see barren hills and massive rocks with 
not a touch of vegetation. Then gaze 
at Motza with its perfumed flowers, 
its majestic trees, its green lawns. Only 
a dozen years ago, Motza was like the 
adjoining site, a barren waste. 

GO to Kiryat Anavim, the '"City of 
Grape vines", not far from Mot- 
za, and on the very site termed in the 
Bible Kiryat Yaarim — The City of 
Forests. Look to the east and west of 
it, and again your eyes see only waste 
and barren desolation. This village, too, 
was like these arid lands. The ground 
was so rocky that it required continual 
blasting. The Chalutzim carried on 
their backs the soil that today covers 
the site. Thousands of trees grow 
there now, and there is every hope that 
it will soon be called by its old Bibli- 
cal name — "City of Forests". You see 
this contrast almost in every village, in 
every Kevutzah. Nahallal tells the 
story in the most emphatic fashion. 
Sixty years ago, German settlers — 
Christian Templars — tried to colonize 
the site on which it is built. For forty 
years they worked there, with hardly 
any result, and finally they gave up in 
disgust. Our Chalutzim took the task 
in hand, and to-day it is one of the 
most beautiful and most flourishing of 
all the colonies, the home of the Wizo 
Agricultural School for girls, and one 
of the most successful Agricultural 
Experimental Stations in the whole 
land. 

Nissim — Miracles? Oh, yes, you 
see these miracles everywhere, but they 
are Nissim that came through the "Ge- 
vuroth" , the heroic achievements of 
Jewish Labor ! 

Even the Bible spoke of Eretz Is- 
rael as "a land whose stones are iron !" 
But the Rabbis add to this description 
and tell us : "Read not Avonelia, but 
Boncha,— Never mind the stones that 



are of iron; its buildeis are of iron!" 
When you see what has been accom- 
plished in so few years in the trans- 
formation of Palestine from a land 
of desolation to a land of plenty, from 
an abode of beggars to an abode of 
happy and joyous producers, you can- 
not help but to cry out in admiration : 
"It is a land whose builders were of 
iron, of an iron will, of an iron de- 
termination !" 

But it is not only because they 
worked and sacrificed that we pay 
them tribute. Other lands also had 
pioneers. Western America was like- 
wise developed by the pioneering spirit 
of daring men and women. But there 
is a difference between the two types 
of pioneers. One went to seek fortune, 
and when the waste lands were de- 
veloped, were content to live on the 
prosperity they helped to create and on 
the labor of others. They worked, not 
because they believed in work, but be- 
cause it was a means with which to 
attain success. Our Chalutzim worked 
because to them work itself became a 
gospel of life. For 2000 years the Jew 
was denied by an oppressive world the 
right to work, to till the soil, to pro- 
duce by the sweat of the brow. He 
was forced into petty trading, to be 
the middle-man for goods produced 
by the labors of others. The world on 
the one hand drove us from all pro- 
ductive trade, and on the other hand, 
termed us parasites because we lived on 
the labor of others. The return to Pa- 
lestine meant to our gallant workers 
the return to productive labor, to work 
by brawn as well as brain, with muscle 
as well as with mind. 

PALESTINE to us means an oppor- 
tunity to go back to Jewish values, 
to the Jewish ways of life, to be the 
Jewish Self again. When God com- 
manded Abraham to leave his accus- 
tomed surroundings and go to the land 
which shall henceforth be his, the Jew- 
ish Sages noticed that the expression 
Lech Lecho — "Go thee" was peculiar, 
and indeed, found only twice in the 
whole Bible. Lech "Go — would have 
been quite sufficient. Perhaps a deeper 
thought lies hidden in this command. 
Not only was he commanded to go to 
{Continued on next Page) 



[10] 



Brooklyn Jewish Center Review 



Canaan, but also Lecho "Go to thy 
self !" — go to your land where you can 
be your true self ! Palestine for the 
Halutzim is not a land wherein to re- 
plant the life of speculation and gam- 
bling, the breeders of all the social 
evils of our day, but a land where shall 
rule what the Jew once called the Me- 
lucha of Melocho, the Dominion of 
Labor. 

THE Halutz actually made of work a 
religion, the Religion of Labor. To 
quote the words of Aaron David Gor- 
don, the modern prophet of Labor, 
"What we want in Palestine is with our 
own hands to do the work of life!" 

That is how you can explain the at- 
titude of the workers in Palestine — 
both of the Histadrut and of the Re- 
visionists — toward Arab labor. Both 
oppose Jewish employment of Arab 
labor. But it is not because of any 
antagonism toward the Arab. The 
Histadrut especially is doing everything 
in its power to raise the standard and 
the working conditions of Arab labor. 
They oppose it because they do not 
want the Jew to become an exploiter 
of labor, to sit with idle hands and to 
let the work be done by the hands of 
others. Jews must build their land 
with their own hands ; Jews must go 
back to the soil again; Jews must pro- 
duce again by their own labor. That 
is the philosophy of the Jewish worker 
in Palestine. 

And here is the remarkable thing 
about most of these Palestinian work- 
ers. When you read of the Palestine 
laborer you cannot visualize the "man 
of the soil" that you meet in other 
lands. He is of the "Am-Ha-Arets" 
— in its literal, original meaning, "Peo- 
ple of the Soil" — but not of the "Am 
Ha-Aretz" as we commonly under- 
stand that term. He is not like the 
moujik of Russia or the serf or peas- 
ant of any other land. You are deal- 
ing here with aristocrats of culture. 
Many of these "peasants" are college 
graduates who hold academic degrees. 
On the gates of the Nesher cement 
factory near Heifa, you will see the 
notice of new books which have been 
received in the workers' library, and 
you will be astounded as you read the 
list dealing with science and philosophy, 
as well as literature; you will read a 
notice of a discussion on Paul de 
Kruif's book on microbes, which the 
workers are asked to read so that they 
may be able to take part in the dis- 
cussion, or of an evening to be devoted 
to the works of a great poet. 



A Jewish shepherd on Mount Gil- 
boa pastures his flock and reads a 
German work on the philosophy of 
Schopenhauer. The greatest prize for 
a worker who distinguishes himself in 
a Kevutzah is a three months' course 
at the Workers' Seminary. You are 
dealing here not with peasants but 
with men of the highest intellect and 
ideals. Such are the workers of Eretz 
Israel. That is why they remain at 
their posts of labor in the Kevutzot. 
In Tel-Aviv or in Haifa, with the 
building boom on, these workers could 
secure four or five dollars a day, in 
some cases even more. There too they 
may find the pleasures and amusements 
which a modern city can offer. Yet 
these idealists of labor remain in the 
Kevutzoth, where they have little 
enough of worldly goods, but where 
they are happy in the thought that they 
are upholding an ideal and living by 
that ideal. True, many former settlers 
of the villages are running to Ithe 
cities, but not the idealistic Halutzim 
workers. They are remaining at their 
posts of duty on the land. Of these 
Halutzim we may truthfully say as the 
Talmud said of R. Chaninah ben Dosa: 
"Every day a Bat Kol, a Heavenly 
Voice comes forth and says: "The 
whole world is supplied with nourish- 
ment only on account of my son Cha- 



IN ALL HUMILITY 
by Howard Holtzmann 

Written when he reached his 
Bar Mitzvah. 

ALL that I hope or can ever strive 
to be, 

A small gleam within this boundless 
cliart, 

A feeble link in Israel's Eternity 
Which bbids me to thy kindly, loving 
heart. 

If I be worthy of the humble place 
Which gentle words have shown me 

now and oft, 
My fervent tivanks, with God's good 

grace 

Belong to those who held the torch 
aloft. 

Grant tliat to me the privileged destiny 
shall fall 

To carry on the heritage which now is 
mine, 

And ever my beseeching voice sliall call 
To that eternal glory, which, 0 Lord, 
is thine. 

0 Gracious God, thy strength I crave 
anon, 

Grant me the torch forever, forever to 
carry on. 



ninah, while he himself is satisfied with 
one measure of carobs from one Sab- 
bath eve to the other !" 

All of Palestine has been built up 
by the hands of these idealists ; all that 
we today enjoy is the result of their 
labor ; and yet they themselves are con- 
tent with so little. But do not think 
that they need or ask for sympathy. 
They find delight in their life, a spir- 
itual satisfaction which few of us en- 
joy. Again, like the same R. Chani- 
nah they too can say: "Master of the 
world ! The whole world is in distress, 
while Chaninah alone is at ease !" 

AND there is one further reason 
why we pay these men and women 
of labor our tribute of reverence and 
admiration. Not only because they la- 
bor and not only because they believe 
in self-labor, but because, idealists that 
they are, they believe in a new social 
order. They came to Palestine not only 
as a haven of refuge for their wearied 
bodies but as a haven of refuge for 
their souls. They want to build a new 
world. The old world is sick and di- 
seased, on the verge of death because 
of a diseased economic and social 
structure. They want to build in Eretz 
Israel a new social order that shall 
bring healing to all the world. They 
take seriously the prophetic vision: 
"Out of Zion shall go forth the Law !" 
— the Law that shall spell happiness for 
all mankind. I do not want to elabor- 
ate at this time upon the social ideals 
that animate their lives ; but this I can 
say that the Kevutzoth in Eretz Israel 
typify Jewish idealism of social life at 
its highest. There you see the preach- 
ments of the prophets carried out in 
every day life. 

And the Workers' Organization is 
ever on the watch, wielding its influ- 
ence on the side of social advance, and 
guarding labor from the dangers in- 
herent in industrial life. Already, 
through the Histadruth, the status of 
labor in Palestine is as high, if not 
higher, as in most lands. We saw the 
influence of organized labor in the 
strife against the evil of ever increasing 
rents, caused by the wave of real es- 
tate speculation which recently swept 
over Tel Aviv. Every new buyer of a 
house would immediately raise the 
rents. The practice was spreading with 
such rapidity that it almost threatened 
the very life of new Palestine. The 
governing authorities were either asleep 
or seemed helpless. But the labor ele- 
ment called for a strike, and so effec- 
tive was that strike that on the very 
{Continued on Page 19) 
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JEWISH JOKES AGAINST THE NAZIS 

By HEINZ LIEPMANN 



FOR the past year and a half six- 
ty million armed men in Ger- 
many have been training for po- 
groms. I should like to ask you not 
to think this statement an exaggera- 
tion : for the past year and a haif 
there have been in Germany only such 
newspapers as have been coordinated, 
that is, papers whose editors are Na- 
tional Socialists and which must draw 
all their news reports, and their com- 
ments as well, exclusively from the 
National Socialist News bureau. In 
the same way, the radio is a dutiful 
instrument of the Hitler party. And 
when one realizes that at least two or 
three times every week a whole nation 
reads and hears, in the press and on the 
radio, of the inferiority, the malicious- 
ness and the danger ousness of the 
jews, one must understand that in the 
long run (especially since no counter 
propaganda, indeed not even a defense, 
is permissible) the anti-Semitic propa- 
ganda must have an effect. 

At any rate one need only glance 
through the calendar of meetings of 
the "Voelkischer Beobachter," or of 
any other large National Socialist 
newspaper, in order to note that at 
least one third of all the meetings — 
thousands of which are held daily 
throughout the country — are concerned 
with incitement against the Jews. 

There are in Germany today approx- 
imately half a million Jews. They are 
unarmed, despised, and impoverished. 
They no longer have any social po- 
sition, and therefore, also not the 
slightest influence. 

And yet they have a weapon which 
in the history of the nations has be- 
come known as one of the most for- 
midable and one of the most deadly. 
This pitiable handful of discouraged 
in the midst of a bound and suffering 
nation has something to use against 
coercion, something it will not be pos- 
sible to kill even when the last Jew in 
Germany will have been exterminated : 
Spirit! 

Jewish wit (not to be confused with 
Jewish jokes) will help to conquer 
Hitler and will outlast him. Humor 
originates quite unintentionally, quite 
naturally. The difference between hu- 
mor and jokes is that jokes must be 
artificially constructed out of situa- 
tions, while humor is always inherent 
in the situation and needs only to be 



recognized. And since National So- 
cialism, with its abundance of inferior 
and abnormal characters, with its su- 
perfluity of ludicrous exaggerations 
and distortions, is teeming with hu- 
morous situations, the joke must have 
developed — organically — as a gesture 
of defense. 

The sufferings and the sacrifices of 
the Jews in Germany, are, in them- 
selves, too terrible for anyone to wish 
to capitalize them for humor. But just 



ONCE upon a time there was a 
rich man. Not only was he 
rich but also wise, good, pi- 
ous, and God-fearing. Everything he 
did seemed to find favor in the Lord's 
eyes. His crops were abundant, his 
flocks multiplied, his business enter- 
prises were blessed, his fortune in- 
creased until only he knew the extent 
of his riches. 

One day he heard of a fabulous 
treasure, an ancient, wonderfully 
wrought gold goblet that had been un- 
earthed in a nearby city and that could 
be bought for a mere pittance. And he 
wished to possess it. So he journeyed 
to that city and bought the great treas- 
ure for a low sum indeed. 

On the way back he and his com- 
pany stopped in a field off the road 
for the midday meal. He ate and drank 
and celebrated his good fortune. Ev- 
eryone admired the gold cup and told 
him how favored he must be to possess 
so great a treasure. 

When the }ourney had been re- 
sumed and they had ridden some time, 
it was suddenly discovered the gold 
goblet had been left behind. They 
raced back and found the treasure 
where it had been left, in the center of 
the field, within sight of the passers- 
by on the busy road. Everyone was 
jubilant and congratulated the rich 
man, but he was sorrowful and began 
weeping. All were amazed and asked 
why he wept and lamented so. 

''You do not understand," he told 
them, "a man's luck is like the hands 
of a clock. They go up and up until 
they reach the highest point, the twelve, 
and then they start down again. My 
life has been like the rising hands of 



as all comedy is, in reality, white back- 
ground upon which tragedy can show 
up all the more clearly, so in this case 
too the joke is only the instrument of 
despair and defense. 

The Jewish joke has even penetra- 
ted deeply into National Socialist 
circles. Even in the military forma- 
tions of the National Socialists it has 
become known to such a degree that 
the government itself has taken steps 
(Continued on Page 20) 



the clock. When I came back to this 
field and saw this great treasure lying 
here, within sight of the road, and no 
one had taken it, I knew my luck had 
reached its highest point, the twelve, 
and must now start down again." 

And so it was. His crops were 
burnt, his cattle died, his enterprises 
came to naught. He sank lower and 
lower until all he had left was an old 
horse and one cart in which he traveled 
from village to village, selling pots and 
pans to the housewives for his bread. 

One day he stopped at an inn. He 
had no money, but the innkeeper, who 
knew him in the old days, took pity on 
him, fed him, and let him put up his 
horse and cart in an outlying stable. 

While the old man was seated over 
his bowl of porridge, a stable boy rush- 
ed in to tell the inkeeper the stable had 
burnt to the ground but that everything 
had been saved except the old man's 
horse and cart. 

On hearing this the old man leaped 
up and began singing and dancing for 
joy. The inkeeper tried to hold him, 
thinking this last misfortune had driven 
him out of his mind. But the joyful 
man only laughed at him. 

"You do not understand", he said, 
"a man's life is like the hands of a 
clock. The hands move down and 
down until they reach the lowest point, 
the six. and then they start up again. 
When I sat here and heard of this last 
misfortune, that my last earthly pos- 
sessions had been taken from me, I 
knew that my luck had reached its 
lowest point, the six, and that the 
hands of my clock must now start up 
again." 

And so it was. 



A STORY FOR THE NEW YEAR 

By JOSEPH KRINSKY 
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MORE PRESS COMMENTS ON 
LIBRARY INAUGURATION 



THERE was founded the other 
day in Brooklyn, New York, a 
new institution which for its sym- 
bolism, is challenging and significant. 
It is the American Library of Nazi- 
Banned Books. This Library is to be 
a collection of the books which Hitler's 
minions burned on May 10, 1933, and 
is the first library of its kind in Amer- 
ica. Similar libraries have already been 
established in London and Paris, 
where a great many of these books that 
were burned at the stake in Germany 
have been collected. The American Li- 
brary was opened two weeks ago at 
its temporary location in the Brooklyn 
Jewish Center, and the occasion was 
one of great significance by reason not 
alone of the institution itself, but of 
the people who came to participate in 
it. For amongst those present were 
Professor Albert Einstein, Dr. Heinz 
Liepmann, author of "Murder — Made 
in Germany," Dr. S. Parkes Cadman, 
Dr. Stephen S. Wise, Dr. Edwin Mark- 
ham and Dr. Kurt Rosenfeld, former 
Prussian Minister of Justice. In time 
it is hoped that this library will be 
moved to New York City where it 
will be more readily accessible : but 
wherever it is, it becomes a Ner Tamid, 
a Perpetual Light, and a permanent 
memorial to the stupidity of Hitler and 
Hitlerism in present-day Germany. 

Nothing was more symbolical of the 
temper and the mind and the character 
of the present-day leaders of Germany 
than that mendacious act of vandalism, 
which took place on the 10th of May, 
1933. Nothing revealed the Nazi mind 
to the civilized world more effectively 
or more truly than did that insane per- 
formance. It is well to have these 
memorials. They are memorials of 
man's imbecility and of the infantilism 
of many in the midst of a so-called 
civilized world. 

— Hartford Jewish Ledger 



THE other day, at the Brooklyn 
Jewish Center, A Library in Exile 
was dedicated to the same truth 
which makes plausible that a phoenix 
really rises out of its own ashes. But 
more disturbing than cremated books 
are books rewritten and culture cas- 
trated: by the rules of the game, this 
process gives the phoenix no chance. 
The most blameless of little citizens 



with this passion for revision in the 
Third Reich is a certain Herr Teudt 
who is making a valiant effort to save 



the Psalms. He calls them God Songs, 
a thoroughly inspired name. He says 
they are not Jewish but Aryan — why 
not? We devoutly hope so. He says 
they are not monotheistic, as their pos- 
sibly Jewish poets liked to think, but 
neo-pagan. He introduces Ingo, Istu, 

(Continued on Page 17 J 



THAT LAST NEW YEAR'S PARTY 

By GERTRUDE KRAUSS 



S 



OME weeks of eager anticipation 
— an invitation finally arrives via 
courtesy of the U. S. Post, and 
bearing the privilege of escort. What 
an opportunity to ask that impressive 
young man who failed to call you as 
he'd promised. . . . One week of in- 
genious planning to extend the invi- 
tation to him very casually, as though 
it just came to you in a flash inci- 
dental to eliciting some legal informa- 
tion you just had to have on some 
pretext or other. To your surprise he 
accepts readily and is most delighted 
to come . . . another week of grave 
expectation ! 

A fortnight of nervous excitement 
and the gala night is upon us. You 
hustle through the dull routine of a 
stuffy office and forego your lunch so 
that you can get home in time to 
make a thorough change. ... No soon- 
er do you enter the portal of your 
home when a feeling of sluggishness 
comes over you . . . you have sud- 
denly gone spiritless. Only the clock 
on the mantel makes you aware of the 
approaching hour and revives your 
spirit enough to help you run your 
bath. . . . You depend on an 'aspirin' 
to greet your caller with a pretense of 
calm and feigned sweetness. . . . You 
are informed that his car is being over- 
hauled, and on the cold bleak street a 
taxi is not to be seen. . . . An hour's 
ride on BMT's puzzling route when the 
usual 25 minutes on the right train 
would bring you to your destination 
. . . the superflous walk of several 
blocks bucking the pressure of a strong 
Northeast wind because you discover 
that you left the invitation home and 
could not remember the number of the 
house . . . the final discovery. 

The cordial reception . . . everyone 
present but the host. Thankful for the 
dim lights — for by this time you have 
an awkward feeling of uncertainty — 
you just know that you are not look- 
ing your best and no amount of make- 
up could help your frazzled appear- 
ance. . . . Grasping at some weak 



threads of conversation to help your 
escort feel at ease ... an uncomfor- 
table feeling that he doesn't quite fit 
in. . . . Your eye catches the girl who 
is sitting by an occasional table smoking 
one cigarette after another . . . the man 
who wanders around the room rest- 
lessly . . . the sudden appearance of 
the host ... his hearty greeting to the 
latecomers . . . the general conversa- 
tion about nothing at all . . . the 
radio rings out the voice of a crooner 
. . . the sentimentalists are swayed . . . 
the curley-headed lad who was obvious- 
ly playing the role of Romeo to the 
pale-faced madonna in the far corner 
of the room requires but little coaxing 
to spur him into a gesticulated recita- 
tion . . . and is followed quite naturally 
by the little moon- faced lady at the 
piano, who has been contentedly dis- 
playing an even set of white teeth, and 
who now consents to play her 'rhap- 
sody' — and thankfully, the tenor in the 
midst also obliges. . . . That girl in the 
maize evening dress who talks to no 
one . . . the young man in spectacles 
who asks each woman where he has 
met her before ... the middle-aged, 
somewhat pudgy, uncle who is passing 
the drinks ... the discovery that it's 
getting quite late and the party pretty 
dull . . . ten long minutes before the 
chimes ring in the New Year, the hats 
and favors are distributed. You don 
your hat with a feeling of superior 
indulgence to a fool, and at the given 
signal you blow your horn with an 
empty zest ... to your undigested and 
unaccustomed habits to drink, the 
sandwiches and highballs are peculiarly 
rancid. ... A man pays you bounty 
by writing your name in his address 
book . . . another gives every business 
prospect his card. . . . The goodnights 
— the five block walk to the 'L' — the 
cold slow ride until it goes underground 
— the decision never to go to another 
New Year's party — the same thing all 
over again in some twelve short months 
later — only this time in the Bronx 
instead of Bay Ridge. . . . 
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A GUIDE for the CONFUSED 

By JOSEPH KAYE 



IF there is a more popular rabbi in 
the country than Dr. Israel H. 
Levinthal this writer has not heard 
of him. Dr. Levinthal has a tripar- 
tite popularity : he is popular as a 
preacher, he is beloved as a man, and 
he is admired as a scholar. 

Therefore a new book by this rabbi, 
while of interest to all Jewish readers, 
should be an event for the membership 
of the Brooklyn Jewish Center, whose 
spiritual guide he is. 

The name of Dr. Levinthal's book 
is "Judaism, An Analysis and an In- 
terpretation." It will be published 
shortly by Funk and Wagnalls. A 
reading of a few available advance 
proofs indicates concern with highly 
topical questions. Dr. Levinthal is not 
a man to confine his pulpit to dog- 
matic exposition. All matters which 
affect Jews affect him as a rabbi, and 
religion to him embraces the complete 
well-being of the Jew. 

Primarily Dr. Levinthal is anxious 
to clarify in the minds of his readers 
the nature of Judaism and the nature 
of the Jewish religion, for not to have 
this knowledge is to be a very incom- 
plete and therefore very poor Jew. 

The following quotation, taken from 
the opening of) the first chapter of the 
book shows the distinctiveness and the 
directness of Dr. Levinthal's approach: 
"The first characteristic that I would 
claim for Judaism," he writes, "is its 
emphasis upon knowledge. But if 
knowledge has been so essential to our 
very life in the past, it is doubly so 
today. Wherever we turn we face the 
breakdown of Jewish life. Battered 
by enemies, both from without and 
within our camp, the curse, "I shall 
appoint confusion over you," seems to 
have been fulfilled. Much of, the con- 
fusion that reigns in Jewish life is 
clue to the astounding lack of knowl- 
edge of our past, of the ideals and 
hopes, the teachings and aspirations 
that molded and directed Jewish life in 
the days gone by." 

Dr. Levinthal goes into a fascina- 
ting explanation of the uniqueness of 
Judaism. It is the sort of explanation 
which is not only rooted in scholarship, 
but which paints a picture the reader 
must remember. 

"All other religions," he says, "be- 
cause they are only religions, are 



bound up with and are dependent upon 
the teachings and the spiritual experi- 
ences of one individual. Buddhism is 
dependent upon Buddha, Confucianism 
upon Confusius, Zoroastrianism upon 
Zoroaster, Mohammedanism upon Mo- 
hammed, Christianity upon Christ. 
They are the final revelations of their 
teachings through these respective 
founders. But ours is not Abrahamism 
nor Mosaism, nor Prophetism nor 
Rabbinism. Ours is Judaism, the pro- 
duct of a whole people, the Jewish 
People . . . 

"Other religions are individualistic, 
not dependent upon the nationality of 
the adherent. A Chinaman may be a 
Christian or a Mohammedan or a 
Buddhist. Judaism is dependent upon 
the adherent's Jewish nationality ; it 
is a national civilization, coming out 
of the Jewish people and dependent 
upon the Jewish people. 

^fJECAUSE Judaism is dependent 
D upon the Jewish people and not 
upon one personality, our principle 
holidays are national, commemorating 
the historic experiences of our en- 
tire people. In Christianity, Christ- 
mas and Easter betoken the most im- 
portant events in the life of the one 
personality upon whom Christianity 
is dependent. Passover, Pentecost 
and Tabernacles commemorate his- 
toric events in the life of the Jew- 
ish people. Even to such holy days 
as Rosh ha-Shanah and Yom Kippur, 
which do speak in terms of individual 
experience, the Rabbis added national 
experience to lend dignity and potency 
to these days. It was on Rosh ha-Sha- 
nah that Jewish serfdom ceased in 
Egypt. It was on Rosh ha-Shanah that 
some of our national heroes were born 
— Isaac, Joseph and Samuel. It was on 
Yom Kippur that the Jewish people 
were forgiven by God for having wor- 
shiped the golden calf. And it was on 
Yom Kippur that God gave Israel the 
second tablets of the Law, in place of 
those broken by Moses after Israel's 
sinfulness. Thus national experiences 
were included even in those two holi- 
days that speak most emphatically to 
the individual soul. 

"Judaism is distinguished by its em- 
phasis upon this world, in contradis- 
tinction to all other religions, which 
emphasize Ihc other zvorld. If you ex- 



amine our Pentateuch, the earliest rec- 
ord of the youth of Israel, you will 
find hardly a mention of the other 
world. It is not in heaven that the 
Torah or Judaism finds its greatest 
concern, but in man — in man's 
thoughts and ways of life, in trans- 
forming earth into a veritable heaven. 
Judaism discouraged the tendency, fos- 
tered by other religious cults, of spend- 
ing one's days worrying about heaven 
and hell — about what is before or af- 
ter one's life on earth. Spend your 
time in learning that which is your 
duty here on earth : this was Judaism's 
decree. 

\ \ QOME of you may recall that beau- 
O tif ul Midrash which interprets 
why the Torah of the Jew begins with 
the letter Beth, the first letter of the 
first word of the Bible— Bereshith. 'The 
Beth is formed closed on the top, 
closed underneath, closed from behind 
and open only on the one side to the 
front of it. And the Torah begins with 
the Beth to teach us that we are not 
to be too much concerned with that 
which is above the earth or beneath the 
earth or even that which is behind us 
before the formation of the earth. 
That which alone is open for us, as 
in the Beth — that which alone must 
be our chief concern — is what lies be- 
fore us here on earth !' How different 
is this conception from the conception 
of Christianity and all other religions ! 
'My Kingdom is not of this world !' 
— these words, put into the lips of the 
young Jew whom Christianity deified, 
show in clearest fashion their anti- 
thesis to the fundamental teachings of 
Judaism. The New Testament com- 
mand, 'Take no thought for your life, 
what ye shall eat or what ye shall 
drink, nor yet for your body, what ye 
shall put on,' is quite foreign to the 
spirit of the Jew and his Judaism. It 
typifies a pessimistic philosophy of 
life, the negation of all human pro- 
gress. 

"The apostles of other faiths thun- 
der their message of saving the soul 
for the bliss of another world; the 
Jewish prophets thunder their mes- 
sage in behalf of social duty here on 
earth! Other religions promise reward 
in the life that is to come after death; 
Judaism offers its reward 'so that thy 
days may be prolonged upon the earth 
which the Lord thy God giveth thee!" 

It is such exposition, such reason- 
ing and such writing which make Dr. 
Levinthal's book unique, and invalu- 
able to every Jew seeking intelligently 
to appraise his position in the world. 



[14] 

NEWS of the CENTER 



JOHANNES STEEL AT OUR FORUM 

The Foreign Editor of the New 
York Evening Post, Mr. Johannes 
Steel, will be the speaker at our Forum 
on Monday evening, January 28th. 
Journalist, economist and student of 
international affairs, Mr. Steel pre- 
dicted with uncanny accuracy several 
major European crises. He foretold 
Hitler's bloody "purge" by five days ; 
Chancellor Dollfuss's downfall by nine 
days; Schacht's appointment as Eco- 
nomic Dictator of Germany by three 
months. 

He was an associate under the Wei- 
mar Republic of Dr. Schacht and 
shortly after his flight from Germany, 
he wrote "Hitler as Frankenstein", in 
which he called attention to interna- 
tional connections of the "nationalistic 
Hitler movement". Since leaving Ger- 
many he has kept in touch with certain 
sources in the Fatherland which have 
enabled him to predict events there, 
often with surprising accuracy. 



DR. BRANDT TO DISCUSS "ROMAN- 
TIC JEWISH PHILOSOPHERS" ON 
WEDNESDAY EVENING 

The fourth of a series of lectures on 
Philosophy will be delivered by Dr. 
Albert Brandt on Wednesday evening, 
January 23rd. The subject he will dis- 
cuss on that evening will be "Roman- 
tic Jewish Philosophers". 

The concluding lecture of the course 
will be delivered on January 30th at 
which time Dr. Brandt will speak on 
"Should Youth Have a Philosophy of 
Life?" 

Dr. Brandt was formerly head of 
the German Pacifist Movement and is 
now Professor of Philosophy at Dana 
University where he is also teaching 
Social Science and Social Problems. 

Admission to these lectures will be 
free to Center members. To all others 
a charge of twenty-five cents will be 
made for each lecture. 



EXPRESSIONS OF CONDOLENCE 

Our heartfelt expressions of condo- 
lence are extended to the following : 

Mr. Nathan Dvorkin, of 1337 Car- 
roll Street, upon the death of his be- 
loved mother, Mrs. Anna Dvorkin, on 
January 11, 1935. 

Mr. and Mrs. Louis Cohen, of 211 
Central Park West, New York, upon 
the death of their beloved grandchild, 
Jonathan Wisan, on January 12, 1935. 



DR. ELIAS LIEBERMAN TO DELIVER 
COURSE OF LECTURES IN FEBRUARY 

Dr. Elias Liebcrman, poet and edu- 
cator, and principal of Thomas Jeffer- 
son High School, will deliver a course 
of lectures on Literature on Wednesday 
evenings during the month of Febru- 
ary. The course is entitled "The Many 
Sided Jew" and it will deal with inter- 
esting aspects of Jewish personality, 
problems, character and ideals. 

The first lecture on Wednesday eve- 
ning, February 6th, will be on "The 
Jew in a Christian World", in which 
he will discus O Mon Goye (Beloved) 
by Sarah Levy. The second lecture on 
February 13th will be on "The Eter- 
nal Jew". Dr. Lieberman will use il- 
lustrated material from Hear, Ye Sons, 
by Irving Fineman. On February 20th 
he will discuss "The Dream of a Jew- 
ish Homeland", using illustrated ma- 
terial from Yehuda by Meyer Levin. 
The course will be concluded on Wed- 
nesday evening, February 27th, with a 
lecture on "The Cosmopolitan Jew", 
the advantages, pitfalls, comedy and 
tragedy of his position. In this lecture 
Dr. Lieberman will use material from 
Josephus by Lion Feuchtwanger. 



MEETING OF PARENT TEACHERS AS- 
SOCIATION OF HEBREW SCHOOL 
ON JANUARY 23rd 

The Parent Teachers Association of 
the Hebrew School and Sunday School 
will hold their next meeting on Wed- 
nesday evening, January 23rd, at 8:30 
o'clock. 

Mr. Emanuel M. Edelstein, a mem- 
ber of our Hebrew School Faculty, will 
deliver an address on "Glimpses on 
Russia". Mr. Edelstein has recently 
returned from a trip to Russia, and his 
observations of conditions in that 
country should be of great interest. 

A fine musical program has been ar- 
ranged for that evening. All welcome. 



HEBREW SCHOOL TERM EXAMINA- 
TIONS TO BEGIN JANUARY 28+h 

The present term in our Daily He- 
brew School is now drawing to a close. 
On January 14th and continuing until 
January 27th, there will be a review of 
the term's work in all the classes. The 
term examinations in all classes will be 
held from Monday, January 28th until 
Thursday, January 31st. Promotions 
will be announced at the opening as- 
sembly of the new term on Sunday 
morning, February 3rd. 
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U.S. SENATOR La FOLLETTE— FORUM 
SPEAKER ON JANUARY 21st 




SEN. ROBERT M. La FOLLETTE 



The Forum Committee is glad to 
welcome to its platform for the first 
time U. S. Senator Robert M. La 
Follette, Jr., leader of the liberal and 
progressive group in the United States 
Senate. Senator La Follette will speak 
on "Current Economic Problems". 

Son of the late Robert M. La Fol- 
lette, who initiated more progressive 
legislation perhaps than any other U- 
nited States Senator in our time, he has 
been following in his father's foot- 
steps and is highly regarded as an 
able law maker in Washington. He is 
not only popular with the other mem- 
bers of the Senate but is respected by 
them. 

In an article which appeared in Col- 
lier's weekly, the late Clinton Gilbert 
said : "Alongside of Mr. Borah as a 
leader stands young Bob La Follette. 
I do not know anyone else who com- 
bines in himself so many of the quali- 
ties that get one on in the world of 
politics as he does. He has the level- 
est head in the Senate." 

"Time" recently wrote: "In 1940 
who could lay so good a claim as he 
(Senator La Follette) to be Franklin 
Roosevelt's successor ?" 

The charge for admission to this 
lecture will be twenty-five cents to 
Center members in good standing. All 
others will be charged a fee of fifty 
cents. 
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NEW TERM IN DAILY HEBREW 
SCHOOL TO OPEN SUNDAY, FEB. 3 

The new term in our afternoon He- 
brew School will open on Sunday, 
February 3rd. The teachers and our 
Rabbi are making elaborate plans for 
this opening in the hope that a large 
number of new pupils will be wel- 
comed. 

Registration for new pupils, both 
boys and girls, children of members 
and non-members, is taking place 
daily, and parents are urged to enroll 
their children as soon as is only pos- 
sible. 

HEBREW SCHOOL CHILDREN MAKE 
LARGE CONTRIBUTION TO JEW- 
ISH NATIONAL FUND 

In the recent Flag Day collection for 
the Jewish National Fund, the children 
of our daily Hebrew School collected 
the amount of $73.00 and the children 
of our Sunday Religious School, the 
sum of $37.00, making a total of $110. 
The pupils displayed a remarkable spir- 
it of enthusiasm which was evidenced 
by these fine results. 

RABBI LOUIS HAMMER TO PREACH 
ON FRIDAY, JANUARY 18th 

Rabbi Louis Hammer, the Rabbi of 
Congregation Kehillat Israel of the 
Bronx, and who is well known in this 
community, will be the guest preacher 
from our pulpit on Friday evening, 
January 18th. He will speak on the 
subject: "Jews By Compulsion or By 
Conviction — Which ?" 

Rabbi Hammer occupied our pulpit 
several times during Rabbi Levinthal's 
visit to Palestine, and has always pre- 
sented a beautiful message which was 
very well received. We are confident 
that also at this time Rabbi Hammer 
will have a message of importance to 
all our men and women. 

Rev. Samuel Kantor will lead the 
Congregational Singing. 

DAILY SERVICES 

Morning Services at 7 :00 and 7 :30 
o'clock. 

Mincha Services at 4:45 P. M. 

THE SABBATH 

Kindling of Candles at 4:40 o'clock. 
Friday Evening Services at 4:45 
o'clock. 

Sabbath Morning Services (Parsha 
Beshalach) will commence at 8:45 
o'clock. Rabbi Levinthal will preach 
on the Weekly Portion of the Law. 

lunior Congregation Services in the 
Beth Hamedrash at 9 :30 A. M. 

Class in Ein Yaakob, under the lead- 
ership of Mr. Benjamin Hirsh, at 
3 :30 P. M. 



RABBI LEVINTHAL'S NEW BOOK 



RABBI LEVINTHAL'S new book, 
"Judaism — An Analysis And An 
Interpretation", which is being publish- 
ed by Funk and Wagnalls Co. and 
which will be ready within a few days, 
has received high praise from a num- 
ber of distinguished scholars and 
writers, both Jews and non-Jews, who 
had the opportunity to read the book 
in proof form. 

Dr. Cyrus Adler, the President of 
the Jewish Theological Seminary of 
America, and also President of Drop- 
sie College, writes of it: 

"Rabbi Levinthal approaches the 
difficult and intricate problems which 
he presents in this volume on 'Judaism' 
with clarity and persuasiveness. As in 
his previous work 'Steering or Drift- 
ing — Which ?' he exhibits an attract- 
ive style and at the same time shows 
himself to be a careful and analytic 
student. Even if the reader should find 
himself here and there in mild disa- 
greement with some of the views ex- 
pressed, they are always stimulating. 
The book should prove of the greatest 
use not only to Doctor Levinthal's col- 
leagues in the Jewish ministry, but to 
a wider reading public. I earnestly 
recommend it as an example of how 
the problems of Jewish thought, theol- 
ogy and practice, can be presented in 
a lucid and popular form." 

Dr. John Haynes Holmes, Minister 
of the Community Church in New 
York, has this to say : 

"I have been reading your book on 
'Judaism' with great delight and also 
to my great profit. As a Gentile, I 
can testify that this is a most valuable 
book for the Gentile reader, the best 
with which I chance to be familiar. 
What I particularly admire is your 
easy and delightful presentation of 
learning which I recognize to be pro- 



found. It is not every scholar who 
can thus give a popular expression of 
a great subject without loss of char- 
acter or dignity. . . . Such a book must 
secure a wide reading and do a great 
service." 

Dr. Will Durant, author of "The 
Story of Philosophy", in a long letter 
full of commendation, writes : 

"It is admirably written, lucid, elo- 
quent, delightful ; and I have been car- 
ried along by its beautiful English. . . . 

"The Brooklyn Jewish Center iis 
fortunate in having a scholar and a 
master of English style to occupy its 
pulpit. As I read you I almost be- 
come pious again. . . . You who can 
believe in the ultimate triumph of the 
good, and can define your God in those 
noble terms, are fortunate; nothing 
could be greater than that gift." 

Orders for copies are already pour- 
ing in both to the Rabbi and to the 
Center. 

Mr. Joseph M. Schwartz, the Presi- 
dent of the Center, has appointed the 
following Publication Committee who, 
in co-operation with our Center officers 
will sponsor the sale of the book a- 
mong our members and their friends : 
Isidor Fine, chairman ; Moses Ginsberg, 
Morris W. Haft, Simon H. Kugel and 
Jacob Levy, vice-chairmen; Louis J. 
Gribetz,. secretary, and David Shapiro, 
treasurer. The Committee is confident 
that every member in our Center will 
be proud to have this book in his home, 
and that a large portion of the first 
edition will be subscribed for even be- 
fore the book is put on sale in the 
book shops. 

Subscriptions, with checks for $2.50 
per copy, may be mailed to the Publi- 
cation Committee, in care of the Cen- 
ter, and the book will be sent post-paid, 
direct from the publishers to your 
home. 



CHAMISHO OSOR BE'SHEVAT CELE- 
BRATION FOR CHILDREN 

The Parents Teachers Association of 
our daily Hebrew School and Sunday 
Religious School has arranged a movie 
show depicting the latest pictures of 
Jewish life in Palestine which will be 
shown to the children on Sunday morn- 
ing, January 20th, in honor of Cha- 
misho Osor Be'Shevat, the Jewish Ar- 
bor Day which this year takes place 



on Saturday, January 19th. In con- 
nection with the movie, Mr. Samuel 
Edelheit, who has recently returned 
from Palestine, will deliver a talk on 
"Jewish Life in Palestine Today". 

There will be no charge for admis- 
sion to the pupils of our schools, and 
only a nominal charge of ten cents to 
parents. All children in the community 
are invited to attend, especially chil- 
dren of school age. 
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NEW MEMBERS 



The following have applied for mem- 
bership in the Brooklyn Jewish Center: 

Brody, C. Richard 
Married Mfg. Refrigerators 
Res.— 1641 St. Johns Place 
Bus. — 1720 Atlantic Avenue 
Prop, by Max Jacobs 

Cohen, Miss Charlotte R. 
Knit Goods 
Res— 12 Hart Street 
Bus.— 79 Bogart Street 
Prop, by Joseph Goldberg 

Feldman, George 

Unmarried Lawyer 
Res. — 216 Rogers Avenue 
Bus. — 16 Court Street 
Prop, by Milton Gray 

Frank, Abraham 

Unmarried Jewelry 
Res. — 114 Fenimore Street 
Bus.— 562 Fifth Avenue, N. Y. 

Holzman, Max 

Unmarried Furs 
Res.— 959-^4th Street 
Bus.— 135 West 29th St., N. Y. 
Prop, by Max Wolfe 

Karron, Charles 

Unmarried Manufacturing 
Res. — 780 St. Marks Avenue 
Bus.— 1958 Pitkin Avenue 

Karron, Leo 

Unmarried Advertising 
Res. — 780 St. Marks Avenue 
Bus. — New York Times 

Klinger, Herman 

Unmarried Cloaks 
Res. — 302 Empire Boulevard 
Bus.— 266 West 37th Street, N. Y. 
Prop, by Max Wolfe 

Rubinstein, William 

Married Mfr. Furrier 

Res. — 486 Brooklyn Avenue 
Bus.— 259 West 30th St., N. Y. 
Prop, by Phil Amster & Max Wolfe 



Schocket, Lou 

Unmarried Ladies' Hand Bags 
Res. — 763 Eastern Parkway 
Bus.— 6 West 32nd Street, N. Y. 

Segal, Irving 

Unmarried Knit Goods 
Res. — 1934 Prospect Place 
Bus. — 1834 Prospect Place 
Prop, by Louis Greenfield 

Solo way, Joseph 

Married Diamond Broker 

Res. — 150 Crown Street 
Prop, by Isador Lowenfeld 

Vilkomerson, Benjamin 

Unmarried Radio Manufacturing 
Res. — 436 Eastern Parkway 
Bus.— 73 Grand Street, N. Y. 

Vilkomerson, Miss Hilda 
Botanist 

Res. — 436 Eastern Parkway 
Bus. — 1000 Washington Avenue 

Wolfe, Nathan 

Unmarried Attorney 
Res.— 1522 President Street 
Bus.— 39 Broadway, N. Y. 
Prop, by Max Wolfe & S. A. Wolfe 



The following have applied for rein- 
statement as members of the Center: 

Fink, Bernard 

Single Attorney 
Res. — 712 Empire Boulevard 
Bus.— 1528 Pitkin Avenue 
Prop, by Harry A. Freedman 

Kafka, Dr. M. Martyn 
Married Surgeon 
Res. — 807 St. Marks Avenue 
Bus. — 807 St. Marks Avenue 

EMANUEL GREENBERG, Chairman 
Membership Committee 



INTERMEDIATE BOYS 

The Intermediate Boys Club of the 
Center held its first meeting of the new 
year on Saturday evening, January 5th. 
Semi-annual elections were discussed 
and they will be held in the next two 
or three weeks. 

Mr. Goldman, the leader, began a 
series of talks and discussions by open- 
ing with an intelligent -discourse con- 
cerning religion. 

Starting next week and following 



i 



every two weeks, the Intermediate 
Boys Club will meet jointly with the 
Girls Club. They will have the pleas- 
ure of being addressed by famous Cen- 
ter personalities at some of the meet- 
ings and at others they will enjoy in- 
teresting talks and debates by their 
own members. 

All sons of Center members between 
the ages of 14 and; 17 are assured of a 
good time if they come to the Center 
next Saturday evening. 

Why not join out group now ? 
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JUNIOR BOYS CLUB 

The Junior Boys Club have contin- 
ued the activities of the past month 
in a very satisfactory manner. Each 
meeting has been of extreme interest. 
Thd Saar problem and other events of 
national and international importance 
have been discussed. At the last two 
meetings Mr. Goldman, the leader of 
the group, conducted a discussion on 
Religion. The discussion was very in- 
teresting and enlightening. If there is 
time after the program a social pro- 
gram follows. 

Future meetings are looked forward 
to with genuine '.anticipation. New 
members are cordially invited. Meet- 
ings are held on Saturday evening at 
8:30 o'clock- The ages of the boys 
are from fourteen to seventeen. 



JUNIOR LEAGUE MEETING ON 
JANUARY 24th 

The Junior League will hold its next 
meeting on Thursday evening, Janu- 
ary 24th, at 8:15 o'clock. The group 
was reorganized recently and is plan- 
ning an active season. Following the 
business of the meeting, a social pro- 
gram will be arranged and refresh- 
ments served. 

Membership is open to sons and 
daughters of Center members, girls be- 
tween the ages, of 16 and 18, and boys 
17 to 19. The group is under the di- 
rection of Mr. Jackson Goldman. 



GIRLS "PEP" CLUB 

The new year found the members 
of the "Peps" busily engaged in making 
plans for an active season. Plans are 
now being made for a choral group. 
It is also planned to invite guest speak- 
ers to occasional meetings in order to 
have them give their views on topics 
of interest. The club is under the su- 
pervision of Mrs. Miriam Abramson. 

CENTER ALEPH CLUB No. 197 

The Center Aleph Club No. 197 of 
the Aleph Zadik Aleph Club, Junior 
Order of B'nai B'rith, recently entered 
a tournament in Lawrence, Massa- 
chusetts, to determine the Eastern 
Basketball Championship of the Aleph 
Zadik Aleph, and won it. The team 
was composed of Israel Seeger, Everett 
Fortunoff, Lawrence Stark, David 
Hirsch, Irwin Ross, Bernard Steinberg 
and Bernard Liberman. 

The chapter also placed an entry in 
the person of Israel Seeger as the 
Eastern delegate to the National Ora- 
tory Convention in Omaha. 
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FORUM LECTURES AT THE CENTER 



(Held every Monday Evening 
Throughout the Season) 



Jan. 21— U. S. SENATOR ROBERT 
M. LA FOLLETTE, leader of 
the progressive and liberal party 
in the Senate. 

Jan. 28— JOHANNES STEEL, one 
of the outstanding political jour- 
nalists in America today. 



Subject: "The 800th Anniversary 
of the birth of Moses Maimonides- 
Greatest Jewish Philosopher." 

Feb. 11— HEINZ LIEPMANN, lead- 
ing German novelist, author of 
"Murder — Made in Germany." 



Feb. 4— DR. ISRAEL EFROS, lead- Feb. 18— DR. ALBERT MORDELL, 
ing Hebrew poet and instructor of well known author and literary 

Philosophy at Buffalo University. critic. 



AN APPRECIATION 

Editor 

Jewish Center Review 

Those who have been fortunate 
enough to attend the New Year's 
gathering this year at the Brooklyn 
Jewish Center will attest to my state- 
ment that without a doubt it ranked 
second to none in entertainment and 
merriment. 

The event seemed more like a large 
family gathering that came together to 
usher in the New Year. Nothing was 
spared in the way of making those 
present realize that a good time could 
be had right in their own circle. 
Joviality reigned supreme and the mor- 
ning dawned all too early, when with 
regret the crowd dispersed, and went 
their different ways. 

It is to be regretted that a larger 
attendance did not reap the benefit of 
that night, which I believe will linger 
long in the memory of those present. 

— Mrs. J. A. Fortunoff 



CONGRATULATIONS 

Heartiest congratulations and best 
wishes are extended to : 

Mr. and Mrs Morris Rosenfeld and. 
Mr. and Mrs. S. H. Chertoff upon the 
engagement of their children, Miss 
Esther Chertoff to Mr. Irving Rosen- 
feld. 

Mr. and Mrs. B. J. Kline upon the 
marriage of their daughter, Lora Ruth, 
to Mr. Jesse W. Josephson. 

Mrs. Irene Pollack upon her mar- 
riage to Mr. Sol Goodman. 

BAR MITZVAH 

Hearty congratulations and best 
wishes are extended to Mr. and Mrs. 
I. J. Kurz upon the Bar Mitzvah of 
their son, Richard, which will take 
place this Saturday, January 19, 1935 
at the Center. 



PERSONAL 

Best wishes for a pleasant vacation 
are extended to Mr. Solomon Schwartz 
and his son, Arthur, who are leaving 
for Los Angeles and Honolulu. 



CENTER ACADEMY ANNUAL 
DINNER— FEBRUARY 12th 

The second annual dinner of the 
( enter Acadcmv will take place at the 
Center on Tuesday evening, February 
12th (Lincoln's Birthday). Addresses 
will he delivered by leading men in the 
educational field. Subscription will be 
two dollars per person. 



PRESS COMMENT 

and Ermin : the old Psalms are purged 
as incorrigibles in a concentration 
camp. Nor does Herr Teudt neglect 
the Lord God, for now "The Lord 
loveth the height of Germany more 
than all the dwellings abroad", and 
"The Lord loveth the yew tree of the 
Odenwald and the oak of the Baltic". 
For ourselves, we like to assume that 
the Lord is not above such universal 
affection, that indeed, the Odenwald 
oak is as dear to; Him as the Lebanon 
tree — this does not revolutionize our 
conception of Him. In fact, we think 
that it is not hard to detect our phoe- 
nix here, up Herr Teudt's sleeve as it 
were. But, recently, faced with the 
embarrassing task of observing the 
175th anniversary of Schiller, that de- 
fier of tyrants, the director of the Mu- 
nich Prince Regent Theatre produced 
"William Tell' for the Labor Front 
leisure organization in a manner which 
we might dub as one without benefit of 
the phoenix. The director presented 
Gessler, the tyrant, not as the usual 
half-barbarian, but as a dark-skinned 
degenerate little man. The approving 
critics pointed out that the convention- 
al interpretation of a struggle between 
tyrant and oppressed was not to the 
point, but that it was sickly cunning 
which conceived the mean apple-trick 
against blond, bear strength — and 
failed. The sad difficulties under 
which cultural revision must work was 



(Continued from Pagei 12) 

apparent in a German press report 
wherein the League of Nations author- 
ities in the Saar insisted that poor 
Gessler wear a beard on the stage, so 
that he might not be confused with 
Geoffrey G. Knox, the League's Com- 
missioner. The Psalms fared better 
than Schiller, although they might both 
have joined the funeral pyre of ashes 
and given the phoenix another chance. 

— Jewish Frontier 



EMANUEL LIST 

{Continued from Page 8) 

delicacy of his comedy contributed 
substantially to the successful revival 
of this opera at the Metropolitan. 
Hugo von Hofmansthal, the librettist 
of the Strauss work, was so impressed 
with List's impersonation that he told 
the artist he was the first singer to re- 
create "Ochs" as he had conceived 
him. 

Not content with the laurels he has 
gained in opera, List intends to reveal 
himself soon as a singer of lieder. He 
has appeared on the concert stage as 
soloist with the Philharmonic Sym- 
phony under Toscanini and Bruno 
Walter, and recently sang in the now 
historic productions by the Philadel- 
phia Orchestra of "Tristan und Is- 
olde" and "Her Rosenkavalier." 
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"BEFORE THESE BURNED BOOKS I SAY TO YOU— HELP! 

(Continued f>om Page 5) 



as hurt human dignity. And therefore, 
because I believe that a writer has to 
be a moralist and, because here is in- 
justice, 1 dedicated this book to the 
Jews, and i am traveling through the 
countries, and, I am standing here and 
shout as Zola once shouted when Drey- 
fuss was attacked: J'accuse! 

Zola stood up and asked justice for 
one single man but I am standing here 
,tid J ask justice for ten thousand of 
human beings. 

I have said that I am not a politi- 
cian and I shall endeavor to be just 
and try to understand the behavior of 
human beings who drove away from 
his country a man like Einstein. Why 
do they hate a man like Einstein ? Why 
do they rage against all intellectuals? 
Why do they burn books? 

I HAVE tried to be just. I have sin- 
cerely tried to discover the reason. 
But all I can find are actions and words 
which I cannot comprehend and never 
shall. Because they violated human 
dignity in thousandfold terrible ways 
they fear the protests of the "Zolas". 
Because they tormented the innocent 
with absolute knowlede that these peo- 
ple were innocent they had to drive 
away the intellectuals, the Zolas, the 
men who took their professions serious- 
ly and who would have accused and 
indicted them openly. A movement 
that violates honor, dignity and hu- 
manity is naturally forced to drive out 
the spokesmen of honor, dignity and 
humanity. More than eight thousand 
writers, painters, musicians scientists, 
university professors, doctors, jurists 
and teachers had to leave Germany, an 
army, which will never be forgotten 
as long as a history of mankind will 
exist. 

Eight thousand men have left Ger- 
many: but more than a thousand in- 
tellectuals still exist in Germany to- 
day, in concentration camps, jails and 
penitentiaries. Erich Muehsam, the 
writer, a man over fifty, a lyric poet 
whose poems are known to everyone 
in Germany, has been in the concen- 
tration camp at Oranienburg longer 
than a year ; they beat him until he lost 
his hearing and they pulled out the 
hair of his beard. And there are more 
than fifty witnesses who declare under 
oath that storm troopers attached to 
the camp have choked and hanged him 
three months ago. 



Eight thousand intellectuals have 
left Germany. A thousand are still 
held captive in Germany: writers, 
painters, musicians, scientists, universi- 
ty professors, doctors, jurists and 
teachers. Their crime is their profes- 
sion. Karl Von Ossietzki, the cleanest 
and best German journalist, has been 
in a concentration camp for a year and 
a half. For the last four months no- 
thing has been heard from him. Those 
who saw him last say that he has been 
driven insane. 

You, yes you, can save the last of 
the thousand, those who have not been 
killed yet or driven to insanity. No- 
body else but you can save them. Why 
don't you do it? What are you wait- 
ing for? 

A single line leads from hurt hu- 
man dignity, over the expatriated in- 
tellectuals, to burned books. When 
Goethe was fourteen years old, a book 
was burned publicly on the Roemer- 
berg in Frankfort -on-Main. It was an 
unimportant novel, judged immoral, 
and had it not been burned it would 
have soon fallen into obscurity. The 
burning of this book became one of 
the most exciting moments in the life 
of Goethe. He ran home, perturbed, 
revolted and deeply insulted. Forty 
years later he still remembered the in- 
cident and wrote : "These fools, they 
burn a book and create a martyr." 

Truly, they are fools who burn 
books. They have burned Einstein's 
works, Heine's poems and Heinrich 
Mann's novels. They have burned the 
works of over a hundred living and 
dead writers and scientists, the books 
of Jews and non-Jews, of Germans, 
Europeans and Americans. They made 
a good choice. They sacrificed much 
time for the selections, and I have to 
compliment them : They have found 
out all those who would not like what 
goes on in a National-Socialist Ger- 
many. 

TO burn books ! What a morbid idea 
of a small mind ! No, one may 
torture human beings. One may mur- 
der children. One may oppress a whole 
people for a short time. But burn 
books ? 

I whole-heartedly congratulate the 
Brooklyn Jewish Center which origi- 
nated the idea of compiling the books 
that were burned in Germany into a 
Library. This will be the best protest 



against the barbarism ; a protest that 
will survive long after the present 
leaders of Germany will have perished ; 
it will be a protest that will be still 
alive when the people of my homeland, 
Germany, will be ashamed of this 
epoch of National-Socialist disease and 
would like to forget it. 

I CONGRATULATE America on 
this Library; it will be a warning 
and a responsibility. It is part, and an 
essential part, of the task which human- 
ity has nowadays ; a task from which 
you have not tried to escape, and for 
assuming which we Germans shall 
never forget you. I want to say that I 
believe if America had not instituted 
the Boycott last year, and if the politi- 
cal, intellectual and economic leaders of 
America had not declared themselves 
frankly against fascist barbarism, the 
sacrifices of human beings, human dig- 
nity and human mind would have been 
much greater. I myself was held in a 
concentration camp. And in this camp 
I was beaten, so much beaten by hu- 
man beings that I shall never be well 
again. And I know how one feels in 
a concentration camp. I was not asked 
by any of these prisoners, but I am 
certain to speak their mind when I 
thank you most heartedly. I thank you 
in the name of the beaten, the degraded 
and the insulted. 

You have saved human lives when 
that barbarism began; today by open- 
ing this library you save our books. 
But allow me to tell you — and please 
try to understand that I must say this : 
You have not done enough. Not at all 
enough. I recall a night in the con- 
centration camp in which I was inter- 
red, the second night. Thirty-six men, 
we were lying in a barrack. It was a 
very dark night. We thirty-six were 
closely packed, like sardines, for greater 
warmth. The youngest of us was 
twenty-five years old, and the oldest 
over sixty. We were thirty-six men, 
and we were cut off from the world. 
Most of us knew that we would never 
see wife, children and friends again. 
We were lying on our backs, unable 
to sleep. Outside, in the courtyard, 
were heard human screams. The 
screams were so shrill, so pitiful, — no, 
it is impossible to describe them. These 
cries came from a man being tortured 
beyond endurance, a man whose mind 
had given way. And in front of the 
barred window of the barrack two 
Storm Troopers marched to and fro 
with revolvers ready. 

(Continued on Page 20) 
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A SPLENDID AND HISTORIC GATHERING 

{Continued from Page 4) 



poem, "Die Lorelei," is included in 
the Nazi text-books used in German 
schools, with a notation "author un- 
known". 

In an impassioned address, Rabbi 
Levinthal stressed the importance of 
the library that is now being estab- 
lished by the Center, pointing to the 
fallacy of the German belief that by 
"burning books you can burn and de- 
stroy human thought". Dr. Levinthal's 
address is printed in full elsewhere in 
this issue. 

Touching on the flagrant abuses of 
the Hitler regime, Dr. S. Parkes Cad- 
man said : "1 am confident that out of 
this extremity will arise a better world 
not only for Israel but for the entire 
world". 

Dr. Samuel Margoshes, editor of 
"The Day", said that the opening of 
the library is "indicative of the temper 
of the times in which we live. We are 
returning to the middle ages. Once 
more our spiritual heritage is tested 
by fire." 

FOLLOWING an address by Rabbi 
Stephen S. Wise, in which he ex- 
tolled Einstein's interest in Jewish and 
Zionist affairs, the chairman introduced 
one of the honored guests of the eve- 
ning, Professor Einstein, who received 
an enthusiastic welcome. Following a 
few brief remarks in the English lan- 
guage, Dr. Einstein read a prepared 
address in German. He predicted the 
downfall of the Hitler Government, 
since it is based on enmity and hatred. 
The full text of his speech, in English 
translation, will be found in this issue 
of the Review. 

Dr. Will Durant, a member of the 
Advisory Board of the Library, was 
the next speaker. Speaking in behalf 
of the literary world, he praised the 
project of the library as a means of 
calling world-wide attention to the in- 
justice of the present rulers of Ger- 
many. 

The last speaker was Mr. Heinz 
Liepmann who, together with Profes- 
sor Einstein, shared the honors of 
the evening. He made a fervent plea 
for the thousands of intellectuals held 
captive in Nazi concentration camps, 
from which he himself managed to es- 
cape. The entire audience was held 
spellbound by his graphic description 
of the horrors perpetrated by the Nazi 
Government against thousands of Jews 
who die "because there is injustice in 
the world". Speaking of the book bur- 



ning and the Nazi campaign against 
intellectualism, he said: "Truly, they 
are fools who burn books. They have 
burned Einstein's works, Heine's 
poems and Heinrich Mann's novels. 
They have burned the works of over 
a hundred living and dead writers and 
scientists, the books of Jews and non- 
Jews, of Germans, Europeans and 
Americans. They have made a good 
choice. They have sacrificed much 
time for the selections, and I have to 
compliment them : ithey have found 
out all those who wouldn't like it very 
well in a national-socialist Germany. 
To burn books ! What a morbid idea 
of a small mind ! No, one may torture 
human beings. One may murder chil- 
dren. One may oppress a whole peo- 
ple for a short time, but burn books? 
That cannot be done ! I whole-hearted- 
ly congratulate the Brooklyn Jewish 
Center which originated the idea of 
compiling the books that were burned 
in Germany into a library. This will 
be the best protest against the barbar- 
ism, — a protest that will survive long 
even after the present leaders of Ger- 
many will have died and perished, — it 
will be a protest that will be still alive 
when the people of my Homeland 
Germany will be ashamed of this epoch 
of National-Socialist disease and would 
like to forget it." in a trembling voice 
that brought tears to many in the au- 
dience, he shouted his accusation a- 
gainst the present leaders of his Father- 
land, and their treatment of thousands 
of intellectuals tortured in German 
concentration camps. 

THE chairman concluded with ex- 
pressions of thanks to Mr. David 
Shapiro, treasurer of the committee, 
who, as publisher of "The Day" was 
of valuable help to the committee in 
arranging the dinner. 

At the dais, besides the speakers 
mentioned, were Dr. Edwin Markham, 
the great American poet, Dr. Kurt 
Kosenfeld, former Prussian Minister 
of Justice, Mr. Jacob Fishman, Man- 
aging Editor of the Jewish Morning 
Journal, Mr. Samuel Rottenberg, Han- 
orary President of the Center, and Mr. 
lsidor Fine, our former President. 

The Jewish Daily Bulletin issued a 
special edition of the publication in 
honor of the occasion. Through the 
medium of the Jewish Telegraphic A- 
geucy, it obtained cable greetings to 
the dinner from Bertram! Russell, 
British philosopher, Lion Feuchtwan- 



ger, and Andre Gide, French novelist 
and Honorary President of the French 
Library of the Burned Books. Greet- 
ings were also received from Dr. John 
Haynes Holmes, Rabbi Abba Hillel 
Silver, former Ambassador to Ger- 
many, Hon. James W. Gerard, Upton 
Sinclair and other members of the Li- 
brary Advisory Board who were un- 
able to attend the inauguration cere- 
monies. 

The dinner was generally regarded 
as the outstanding event of the year. 
'1 he press devoted its columns liberally 
to the event. Editorials appeared in 
many publications praising the idea of 
the library and the institution that 
made the project possible. 

THE JEW SINGS A SONG OF WORK 

{Continued from Page! 10) 
next day, both in the Government 
House in Jerusalem and in the City of 
Tel Aviv, rent limitations were fixed 
beyond which no landlord could go, 
an act which immediately put a curb 
upon the real estate speculator. 

In the rich literature that we have 
produced in the last 2000 years, in that 
treasury of poetry and song created for 
us by a Jehudah Halevi, a Gabirol, an 
lbn Ezra, and the host of others, we 
have many a poem and song extolling 
the Sabbath — the Day of Rest — but, 
strange as it may seem, you will not 
find a song in praise of the Day of 
Work. The Jew lived, it seems, only 
in the Sabbath. He dreaded the or- 
dinary day of the week. He dreaded 
the task of "manipulating" a liveli- 
hood. He was forbidden the labor that 
was creative, and so he dreaded those 
days when he had to live by his wits. 

Today, for the first time in twenty 
centuries the Jew sings a Song of 
Work. And it was Bialik, the living 
interpreter of the new Palestine for 
the Jew, who not only gave us the 
Sliabbat Ha-Malkah, — a new song in 
praise of the Sabbath Queen, but who 
also gave us the shir Ha-Abodah, the 
song expressing the love of the Jew for 
labor and for work. L'mi Tod ah, L'mi 
Bcrocho, La Abodah, La Abodoh, V c 
Lamlocho! 

"To whom is due thanks, to whom 
our blessings ? 

To Labor, to Labor and to Work!" 

That refrain represents the founda- 
tion of the new life in Fretz Israel, 
and upon that foundation we know 
there will be built a Home for the 
Jew from which shall go forth the law 
of blessedness not only for the Jew 
bul for all mankind ! 
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JEWISH JOKES AGAINST THE NAZIS 
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against it. But can humor be for- 
bidden ? 

It is being said that a division of the 
Berlin Storm Troops, tired of the 
many jokes which are made about 
them, brought in a motion to this ef- 
fect: "Now, for a change — let the 
Jews march and let the Storm Troop 
men make the jokes." 

One of the most typical jokes is 
that about the Jew who is distributing 
leaflets on one of the livelier Berlin 
streets. Naturally, police, storm troop 
and militia arrive at once. The Jew 
is knocked down and arrested. The 
handbills are examined and it is ob- 
served that they are merely white 
blanks. In astonishment they ask him 
what his purpose is. Whereupon he 
answers : "The Jews know what is 
written there." 

The "uniform jokes" about Goering 
indicate better than any scientific com- 
mentary the baseless conceit, the untu- 
tored lack of taste, of the regime. 
Most telling are the following two re- 
marks about Goering's craze for uni- 
forms : 

"They say that Goering has a new 
uniform : at the neck there are two 
silver stripes, while the rest is plain 
gold." 



During the whole night not one of 
us in the barracks had spoken a word. 
At dawn the cries ceased. They ended 
with a deep sigh. One of us stood up 
and went to the window. Outside it 
was light. Our camp was situated on 
a kind of island in the River Elbe. I 
saw from my corner, through the win- 
dow, a ship passing slowly down the 
river from Hamburg towards the sea. 
My comrade at the window suddenly 
called out: "It is an American boat". 

We were all silent. After a time, 
we recognized the American flag. 

This ship was now sailing to the 
United States, perhaps one of you here 
was a passenger. The man's screams 
had died away. We thirty-six in the 
barracks knew that to-morrow, or the 
day after, one of us would spend the 
night in such screams and then be 
silent. 

And we thirty-six, we thought : this 
ship is now sailing to America. In 
America there live people as we had 
lived. The sun shines there. Children 
play in the streets. 



Again they tell : "One morning, when 
Goering was about to rise, his valet 
could not find his decorations. He 
searched for a long time and finally 
discovered them — on Goering's night- 
gown." 

The joke has become so much the 
combative tool of the Jews, (although 
they themselves, perhaps, do not rec- 
ognize it as a weapon ) that — as it has 
more than once been my experience — 
Jews, when they arrive somewhere 
from Germany are asked first, not for 
their observations, but rather for new 
jokes. It is furthermore noteworthy 
that these jokes do not originate in the 
countries of emigration, but in Ger- 
many proper and out of the situations 
of the moment. This intellectual de- 
fense of which they are very typical 
and to which no attention has as yet 
been called, should not be underesti- 
mated. The Jew who is despised in 
Germany and slandered has neverthe- 
less not become the slave, as he might 
have. In accordance with one of the 
gravest threats of every Fascist sup- 
pression. He has preserved his satire, 
the badge of the spiritual victor. 

And this should by no means be 
forgotten. 



And we, — we thirty-six, — men like 
anyone else, like you, and you, we rot 
and die, we are beaten and murdered 
— and you, you are silent ! You go on 
living your lives, you have your work, 
your love, your children, your troubles 
— and there the ship was sailing to 
America. It left us behind. 

I think that you will now understand 
why I cannot be silent. There are still 
a thousand intellectuals in German con- 
centration camps. I cannot forget them. 
And I will not forget them. 

I love Germany, because that is the 
Land in which I grew up, and my 
parents spoke to me in the German 
language. But I am more than a Ger- 
man, I am a writer, and a writer must 
stand up and cry when murder and 
barbarism rule. It is not sufficient 
merely to write. One must get up and 
cry. And whoever has a heart and 
feels responsible and believes in a God 
must listen and help. 

Here are the burned books. They 
are my witnesses. Before these burned 
books I say to you : Help ! 



EXPRESSION OF CONDOLENCE 

Our sincere expressions oi condo- 
lence are extended to Rev. Samuel 
Kantor, of 377 Montgomery Street, 
upon the death of his beloved sister, 
Mrs. Rebecca Zamelsky of New Ha- 
ven, Connecticut, on January 12, 1935. 



THE BOOK AND THE SWORD 

(Continued from Page 6) 

And as the flames were burning the 
scrolls and scorching his flesh his pupils 
asked him: "Master! What do you 
see?" And he answered: "I see scrolls 
burning, but I also see the letters of the 
scrolls flying heavenward !" In that 
tale you have the answer of Civilization 
to the Nazis' burning of the books: 
"You may burn books, but the letters 
of the books are indestructible! They 
fly heavenward ! They, like the truth, 
they symbolize, though crushed to the 
earth, rise again ! You may ban books 
but you cannot ban the truth that the 
books teach, and that must eventually 
penetrate the hearts and minds of men. 

This library that we inaugurate to- 
night re-echoes the old refrain that 
came from the heavens : "Either the 
book or the sword — Which do you 
choose? Jf you take the Sword, the 
Book must disappear. If you take the 
Book, then you cannot keep the 
Sword!" This library is our answer 
to the challenge of Nazi Germany. 
They chose Sayof, the Sword; and 
their boast is a Hitler ! We chose the 
Sefer, the Book, and our boast is an 
Einstein ! They prefer fire, destruc- 
tion, symbols of death! We take our 
stand on the side of thought, feelings, 
ideals, — symbols of Life! 



OUR BOOKS HAVE GONE UP IN 
SMOKE BEFORE 

(Continued from Page 7) 

to help us rescue our spiritual treas- 
ures relegated to the flames by the 
forces of barbarism, we shall not be 
destroyed. We shall live on. The 
presence of a great spirit among us, 
such as Albert Einstein, is proof of 
the creative power that still resides 
within the Jewish people. This crea- 
tive power the world needs today more 
than ever before. It cannot be anni- 
hilated. It will outlast and outburn 
every fire that may be directed against 
us. Verily it will rise from the ashes 
long after our tormentors shall be no 
more. 



"BEFORE THESE BURNED BOOKS I SAY TO YOU— HELP!" 

(Continued from Page 18) 
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Initiating Girls In Jewish Religious Life 



A SERVICE is to be instituted in 
the Center by which our girls 
may also be duly initiated in 
Jewish religious life, and with the same 
dignity and potency with which boys 
mark their Bar Mitzvah period. 

In an interesting pronouncement on 
this subject by the Very Rev. Dr. 
Joseph H. Hertz, the Chief Rabbi of 
the British Empire, he writes: "Such 
a service should not be looked upon as 
an altogether new departure in Ortho- 
dox Synagogues. Forty years ago Dr. 
Herman Adler, then Minister of Bays- 
water Synagogue, held classes for girls 
leading to a Special Service". Again 
quoting his predecessor, Dr. Herman 
Adler, he finds that the objection to 
Confirmation was not to the institution 
as such, but to its name — "such rite 
being foreign to our faith". Dr. Hertz 
suggested therefore the adoption of a 
new name — "Consecration Service for 
Girls". This newly-named service is 
not only in vogue in England but has 
already been adopted by the orthodox 
Spanish Portuguese Synagogue in Phil- 
adelphia. 

The Brooklyn Jewish Center is to 
be congratulated in following this lead. 
Such a service will give a new impetus 
to our girls to study in our Hebrew 
and religious schools. 

This service cannot be dependent 
on age alone. It must be allowed only 
to such girls who will be properly pre- 
pared and trained in the religious tenets 
and cultural achievements of their peo- 
ple. Such a training and such a service 
will undoubtedly create in them the 
holy resolve to contribute, by the man- 
ner of their living, to the glory of Israel 



and the triumph of Israel's ideals. 

—I. H. 



L. 



THE WASHINGTON PALESTINE 
CONFERENCE 

MANY have been the conferences 
that have been held in America 
in behalf of Palestine, and yet 
none has evoked such enthusiasm and 
joy as resulted from the recent gather- 
ing in the Capital City. 

The reason is quite evident to every- 
one. 

For the first time in the history of 
American Jewry, we beheld a demon- 
stration in behalf of Palestine in which 
every party and faction in American 
Jewry participated. The American Jew- 
ish Committee, the Central Conference 
of American Rabbis — spokesmen of 
Reform Jewry — the Bnai Brith, the 
Council of Jewish Women, and many 
other organizations — some of them for- 
mer opponents of every phase of Pal- 
estine endeavor — joined hands with 
old-time Zionists in pledging renewed 
support for Palestine upbuilding. The 
presence of the distinguished member 
of President Roosevelt's Cabinet, Sec- 
retary of the Interior Ickes, and his 
remarkable utterances in favor of the 
Palestine effort, added dignity and dis- 
tinction to the gathering. 

Now that all American Jews stand 
united in this effort, we are confident 
that Palestine may expect from us 
much more help and encouragement 
than it ever received before. 

—I. H. L. 



A GOOD BEGINNING-WHAT NEXT? 

ABOUT ten months ago the Re- 
view proposed the establishment 
in America of a library of Nazi- 
Banned Books. The Brooklyn Jewish 
Center thereafter sponsored the pro- 
ject, giving it the weight of its entire 
prestige in the community. 

This was followed by the inaugur- 
ation of the library in the presence of 
the leaders in public life today, headed 
by the greatest of all living scientists, 
Professor Albert Einstein. Enthusias- 
tic greetings were received from many 
notables here and abroad. The historic 
gathering was the subject of articles 
and editorials in newspapers through- 
out the country. 

So far so good. Unfortunately, how- 
ever, some of us are now content to 
rest on our laurels, little realizing that 
the inauguration of the library was 
only the beginning. A library cannot 
function unless there are books on 
the shelves, and books cannot be se- 
cured unless funds are provided for 
their purchase. Thanks to the gener- 
osity of a small group of persons, 
several hundred books banned by 
Hitler's government were purchased. 
The dinner marking the inauguration 
was to be the signal for the raising of 
funds with which to equip the library 
and make its dedication possible on the 
.second anniversary of the book-burn- 
ing, May tenth, 1935. 

We are confident that the readers of 
the Review will respond liberally with 
donations towards the library fund. 
Checks for any amount may be made 
payable to the treasurer of the library, 
Mr. David Shapiro, and mailed to the 
Center. 

We have made a splendid beginning. 
We dare not fail now. The reputation 
of our institution is at stake. — J. G. 
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THAT THOUGHTFUL, GENTLE, DARING 
SPIRIT - MAIMONIDES 



EIGHT centuries are a long and 
trying period even for immortals. 
Slowly and imperceptibly the hand 
scatters the first cosmic dust of time, 
and even towering minds are, in the 
long run, covered up and forgotten. 
Still there are others whom that grey 
dust seems to leave untouched and who 
continue to stand forth with all their 
warmth, freshness and vitality. To 
this small group whose beacon heads 
bore through and protrude above the 
thickening cloud of centuries Maimon- 
ides belongs. Let us celebrate his eight 
hundredth anniversary by opening our 
minds to his philosophical message em- 
bodied in his work, known as "The 
Guide of the Perplexed" which may 
be divided, it seems to me, into the 
following three parts — God, the Uni- 
verse and Man. 

It is to the highest reaches of thought 
that Maimonides flings the God idea. 
The Anthropomorphists and Corpor- 
ealists of his day he calls blasphemers 
and idolaters. What essential differ- 
ence can there be between the idol and 
God if the latter, too, is conceived as 
matter, be it ever so finer and ever so 
larger ? No, Maimonides seems to feel 
called upon to produce such a concep- 
tion of God as would not contain the 
tiniest grain of materiality. No feet, 
no hands, no limbs, no organs, no loca- 
tion in space and no relation to time, 
no change of any kind and no feelings 
— such is the God of Maimonides. 
Hence there is not a word in the human 
language that is applicable to God.Wis- 
dom, power, life, and other qualities as- 
scribed to God should be taken homo- 
nymously, or as describing not God but 
His actions or in a negative sense, i. e., 
that He is not the opposite of what 
these terms convey. As (to all the 
anthropomorphic terms in the Bible, 
they can and must be interpreted so 
as to harmonize with this view. 

OUR next subject of inquiry is the 
Universe. Maimonides here takes 
temporary leave from Aristotle who 
taught the eternity, i. e., the begin- 
ninglessness of the Universe, not be- 
cause of the first verse of the Bible — 
the gates of interpretation as Mai- 
monides half -smilingly states are 
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Next month the world will commem- 
orate the eight hundredth anniversary 
of the birth of Maimonides. The ar- 
ticle which follows is a brief summary 
of the philosophy of that thinker, and 
was written by an outstanding Hebrew 
scholar and poet. Dr. Israel Efros is 
Professor of Philosophy at the Univer- 
sity of Buffalo and was formerly the 
Dean of the Hebrew Teachers College 
in Baltimore. 

never closed — but because of the 
inconclusiveness of Aristotle's ar- 
guments. But his tendency to trans- 
cendentalize the God idea seems to lead 
him somewhat away from direct cre- 
ationism to the Neo-Platonic doctrine 
of emanation. Even as the water 
gushes out of a rock and becomes less 
and less pure as it moves further away 
from its source, and as a ray of light 
irradiates from a lamp and grows dim- 
mer as it wanders further away from 
its origin, so in the beginning of all 
beginnings there flowed forth, irradia- 
ted or emanated from God a divine in- 
fluence, a creative wave which froze 
successively in worlds or spheres. First 
there emanated what is called the first 
Intelligence (in biblical language, an 
angel) who produced the highest, all- 
surrounding and all-moving sphere. 
Then came the second Intelligence, 
who produced the next inner sphere of 
the moon and the tenth Intelligence, 
called the Active Intellect, who pro- 
duced the fixed center, the Earth, and 
who moves the intellectual faculties of 
the human being from the stage of 
potentiality to that of actuality. Each 
sphere is endowed with a soul, which 
moves it, and intellect which thinks 
of the Supreme Being and is filled with 
a love and a longing for Him, and 
with an infinite yearning to be near 
Him — a tragic love, because all the 
sphere can do is to move eternally 
round and round but never embrace 
its Beloved. Thus the whole Universe 
is one organic, moving, living, think- 
ing personality, and thus one fatal love 
is the great driving force that keeps the 
whole cosmos going. 

Maimonides departed from Aristotle 
in affirming the beginning of the world 
but he returns to him in assuming its 



endlessness. He believes in the un- 
changing character of the laws of na- 
ture. Even miracles which when he 
cannot explain them as visions or 
dreams, he accepts, such as the division 
of the Red Sea before the feet of the 
Israelites, are not taken by him as 
suspensions but rather as rare opera- 
tions of natural laws. They are, as it 
were, fulfillments of the original in- 
structions which the Creator whispered 
into the ear of his creatures before 
the first Sabbath came. There is" some- 
thing in the present scientific concep- 
tion of natural law as only statistical 
law that gives this Maimonidean view 
special interest. 

THIS creative tide is not only a 
matter of the cosmic beginning but 
of all times. Daily, hourly, constantly, it 
gushes down from intelligence to intel- 
ligence, like on rungs of a ladder, ready 
to ' enter into the mind of a human 
being and find there its last terminal. 
Happy the man who is prepared, whose 
body is suffering from no ailment and 
from no disturbing passion, whose in- 
tellect is well formed and well trained 
to think the highest and deepest 
thoughts, and whose imagination is 
capable to translate those transcendent 
thoughts into concrete vivid images! 
Happy that man, for he has the making 
of a Prophet. 

And so we come to our third subject 
— Man. And here we are confronted 
with three main problems, evil, dignity 
and the highest good. 

Like Leibnitz, who incidentally paid 
tribute to Maimonides, and who be- 
lieved that this is the best of all possi- 
ble worlds, Maimonides maintained 
that whatever is formed of any matter 
is the most perfect form possible in 
that species of matter. Suffering? 
Yes, there is evil in the world, death, 
sickness, losses, heartache. But it is 
not true, as Schopenhauer later main- 
tained, that pain is positive and pleas- 
ure is negative. On the contrary, life, 
health and wisdom are positive and 
real, while death, sickness and ignor- 
ance are negative and therefore non- 
existent. All evils, Maimonides lays 
down the law, are negative, and there- 
to Confwwc J on Page 9) 
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{The author of this very realistic and 
highly inte>esting report on Russian 
conditions is a member of the teaching 
staff of the Brooklyn Jewish Center 
and has recently returned from a visit 
to Russia.) 

THE tourist who comes to Russia 
is a very naive person. He passes 
his judgment on Russia in a very 
simple manner : if he finds butter, then 
all is well, if not, then Russia is no 
good; if the women he meets wear 
rayon stockings, then Russia is a para- 
dise, and if not, it is a hell, and so on. 

Then there is another drawback; 
some see only a slight part of Russia, 
spend a few days in the big cities or 
in the small towns of their birth, and 
by what they see and hear there, form 
their opinion of the whole of Russia. 
Nothing could be more preposterous 
than such a conclusion. 

Let me read to you the translation 
of a description of New York City one 
Russian correspondent gave in a Rus- 
sian paper : 

"The streets in N. Y. are exceeding- 
ly dirty; they are littered with papers, 
refuse and even dead mice. People are 
very shabbily dressed, standing in line 
for hours to get a cup of coffee or a 
bowl of soup. The housing problem is 
so acute that people built for them- 
selves shacks of boards, tin cans, etc., 
and there they live with their families. 
A person's life is worthless in this most 
capitalistic city: the newspapers report 
daily of people being killed in the 
streets by autos, gangsters, etc." 

Is this New York City? Is it a true 
picture of our life? Of course, it is, 
but only of certain sections of the city 
and of certain people. It surely is not 
a picture of the whole of New York, 
with its magnificent parks, wide clean 
streets, beautiful art centres, quiet resi- 
dential sections, gorgeously dressed 
women and Broadway night life. 

A correspondent of an American 
Jewish newspaper tells me that the 
homeless children in Russia are still 
robbing people in the streets. He him- 
self saw a boy on the street in Odessa 
who tried to snatch a bag from a 
woman's hand. But I can truthfully 
say that such incidents cannot be as- 
cribed to Russia as a whole. 

The point I wish to make is this: 
that a hundred little truths make one 
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big lie, and we must guard ourselves 
against such truths and take them with 
a grain of salt. 

I was not a Communist when I set 
my foot on Russian soil, and I did not 
become one upon leaving it. I still 
maintain that the idea of personal 
liberty is a blessing to mankind, and 
to deprive people of their share of free- 
dom is a crime. But this is beside the 
po;nt now. 

The ideal communist doctrine is : "To 
each according to his needs, from 
each according to his means". They 
were telling me in Russia that their 
aim is to establish in the distant future 
just such a state of affairs, but mean- 
while the prevailing version of the 
above slogan is rather this : "To each 
according to his worth, from each ac- 
cording to the needs of the State". So 
far, the needs of the individual are 
thwarted to the extreme in Russia, 
there being only one need uppermost, 
and that the need of the State. In a 
sense, the State in Russia is the Capi- 
talist, the employer, whose aim is to 
make profits, but with this essential 
difference: whereas the employer in a 
capitalistic state is motivated entirely 
by personal profits, the State employer 
in Russia derives no personal profit 
whatsoever from the success of a cer- 
tain undertaking. The accumulated 
profits are invested in new plants, new 
roads, new schools, new theatres, which 
are of benefit to all. The worker in 
Russia has to give all there is in him 
to the farm or the factory in which he 
is employed. We may even use the 
term exploitation when discussing the 
status of the worker in Russia, for he 
is compelled to work strenuously at his 
job, his wages are insufficient to give 
him a decent living, according to our 
standards, and he cannot even strike 
against his boss. But everyone is a 
worker in Russia. Even Stalin re- 
ceives wages, and no one can live on 
the labors of someone else, or make 
his capital earn a living for him. 

Furthermore, the Russian man or 
woman does not have to worry about 
a job : the word unemployment has a 
vague meaning to the Russian. Neither 
is he afraid of losing his job in the 
slack period. There is no such thing 
in Russia, where everything runs ac- 
cording to a detailed plan. It is true 
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that one may be shot if he falls behind 
the plan, but this is another story, and 
one which of course is greatly exag- 
gerated. 

Every worker in Russia is insured 
against accident, sickness or old age. 
His children receive a free education, 
and if necessary, also free food and 
maintenance during their stay at school. 
Every village, no matter how small, has 
a school and a newspaper. I was a- 
mazed to see the amount of printing 
that goes on in Russia to-day. When 
I left Russia in 1912 the illiteracy there 
was something like 75%. Now, only 
about 10% of the population cannot 
read or write, and, of course these 
are mostly people above 50 years of 
age. 

There was no starvation in Russia 
during the latter months of the pre- 
ceding year. It is true that in pre- 
vious years there were cases of actual 
deaths from starvation in Russia. 
This happened during the early years 
of the farm collectivization process, 
when there was open war between 
the government and those refusing to 
give up their wealth and join the kol- 
choz, or collective farm. Both sides 
had to compromise. The Government, 
through the now famous Stalin speech 
in 1933, allowed the peasant to own 
some kind of property, such as a house, 
a cow, pigs, chickens or a vegetable 
garden, and also allowed him to sell in 
the open market the excess of his pro- 
ducts. On the other hand, the peasant 
agreed to sell to the government at a 
fixed price the major part of his pro- 
ducts, about 70%. 

THUS, as I said, there is no actual 
hunger in Russia. Of course, no one 
should imagine that the people are eat- 
ing a nine course dinner, but they have, 
as a general rule, enough bread, borscht 
(the Russian national dish), at times 
some meat, and while I was there in the 
summer, plenty of vegetables and fruit. 
What depressed me most was the shab- 
by attire of the population. The women 
somehow manage to look decent in their 
simple summer dresses, but the men 
are very shabbily dressed. My very 
humble gray summer suit served me as 
my American passport wherever I went 
except in Moscow, where many for- 
(Continued on next Page) 
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eigners reside, and a suit of clean 
clothes is not such a rarity. 

The faces of the workers in fac- 
tories and on the farms are quite 
emaciated. One meets very few big, ro- 
bust peasants. The exceptions in this 
case are the members of the Red Army, 
and the youth in general. Great care 
is taken of these two elements in the 
new Russia : the first to protect the 
past achievements, and the youth to 
assure the future progress of Russia. 

Russian industry and agriculture 
has grown immensely in the last decade. 
If we take the industrial development 
of Russia in the year 1928 and use it 
as an index of 100, we see, that in 1913 
it was only 63% and in 1934 it was 
already 263%, while using the same 
index for the United States we find it 
now at 66, comparatively speaking 
where Russia was in 1913. 

In agriculture, there were 105 mil. 
hectares of land under cultivation in 
Russia in 1913; in 1922 it fell to 75 
mil. hectares and in 1933 it was already 
130 mil. hectares. In 1935 Russia ex- 
pects to have nearly 150 mil. hectares 
of land under cultivation. 

In 1914 just before the war, Russia 
had about 8.5 million people working 
in factories. Today there are nearly 
30 million people industrially employed. 

But the most amazing progress was 
made by the Soviets in the field of 
child and adult education. From the 
crib, actually, the child is being taken 
care of by the government. Every 
child spends almost the entire day in 
School, eats there, plays there, and 
works there, if he reaches the mature 
age of 18. Nowhere, except in Pales- 
tine in the Kvutzoths, have I seen such 
infinite care being given to children as 
I saw in Russia. I visited summer 
nursery homes for children of school 
age and found conditions there com- 
parable with some of the best summer 
camps in this country, except that the 
activities of the children in Russia are 
much healthier and more worth while 
than the silly discipline of some of our 
high-grade "military camps." 

PEOPLE who were bitterly com- 
plaining to me about their per- 
sonal lives, their lost possessions, 
their inhuman struggle for existence, 
never worried about their children. 
And this was most interesting to me 
when I would speak to a Jewish father, 
who, as we know is always thinking 
of his child's career. "Let them worry 
about my son," he would say, meaning 
the government. 



Every factory, every "collective" has 
a clubhouse, where one finds a reading 
room, a play room and a small stage on 
which concerts, plays, lectures, etc., 
are presented. 

The Government provides all sorts 
of facilities to satisfy the cultural needs 
of the Russian people. As an example, 
let me describe for you briefly the 
"Parks for Recreation and Culture" 
which are to be found in every big 
city in Russia. They are usually laid 
out on a vast stretch of land, near a 
river or lake. Fields for all kinds of 
games and athletics are to be found 
there. Every evening during the sum- 
mer months, there are open air con- 
certs as well as outdoor and indoor 
movies and theatrical performances. 
There are beautiful walks, lanes, 
flower beds, fountains, and plenty of 
benches to sit on and rest. There are 
even some of the amusements of our 
own Luna Park, but in Russia every- 
thing, as I said, is done according to 
a plan, and these "merry-go-rounds" 
and "loop-the-loops" are designed to 
give one a healthy thrill and not a 
headache. Everyone in Russia is air- 
minded. Even children talk and write 
compositions about airplanes. The 
Park Authorities in Moscow, there- 
fore, constructed a huge tower, about 
200 feet high, which you ascend by 
an elevator and come down by 
a parachute. The sensation is won- 
derful, especially since you know 
that you are tied to a rope and if 
the parachute perchance does not open 
you will come down unhurt anyway. 

I OBSERVED another pedagogical 
truth about learning through play 
at the so called "discussion posts". 
People, as a rule — especially the 
Russians, and especially in the open 
spaces — like to discuss when they 
come in contact with one another. 
We see such scenes in Union Square 
or Madison Square in New York. 
Two men begin to discuss the "New 
Deal" or Mary Pickford's divorce, 
and immediately a crowd forms and 
one asks the other: what's going 
on?" But in Russia you have to 
discuss according to a plan. You 
see a man standing beside a small table 
near which, on a post, is attached a 
cardboard with the inscription: "Can 
Russia make war with Japan?" Peo- 
ple gather around and offer opinions, 
but as soon as one of them touches 
upon another topic the "leader" points 
out politely that that subject is dis- 
cussed at post No. 17. 

If you want to sing, turn to your 



left and there a trained singer is lead- 
ing a chorus in the newest revolution- 
ary songs. If you have a taste for 
dancing turn to the right, and you will 
find communal dancing galore. Should 
you wish to learn a fox trot, please, 
there is a waxed floor and a jazz band 
waiting for you. Are you hungry and 
poor, there is a cheap clean cafeteria, 
where for two or three rubles (about 
6 cents) you can have a meal. If you 
are not very hungry, but have plenty of 
rubles, you can enter a fine restaurant, 
and find music, waiters in full dress 
with white napkins, plenty of trays, 
etc., and even white bread, if you can 
afford the price. 

THE admission fee to these parks is 
small enough for the poorest worker 
to afford, and most of the entertain- 
ments are covered by the admission 
ticket. Tickets for the theatre or opera 
are also cheap for workers and peas- 
ants, and most of them are distributed 
free by the factories or "collectives" 
for good work. 

Now let us turn to the question of 
food, shelter and clothing for the pop- 
ulation of Russia, the so-called bare 
necessities of life. I visited many col- 
lective farms, I had the opportunity 
of gathering first-hand information on 
the conditions at those farms, and I 
can say that the peasants have enough 
food and live in better houses than 
the farmers had twenty years ago. 
Clothing is a problem, for the simple 
reason that 160 millions of people sud- 
denly became "civilized". On all my 
travels in Russia I met one peasant 
with "home-made" (reed) shoes. Ev- 
eryone in Russia wants ready-made 
city attire. I had the surprise of my 
life when I saw a peasant woman, 
working at a threshing machine on a 
hot, dusty field, take out a compact 
after the completion of her task, pow- 
der her face, rouge her lips, and then, 
barefooted as usual, take up the reins 
and lead her team of oxen home. 

The workers in the factories have 
also enough food, better clothing than 
the peasants, but their living quarters 
are rather poor. The Government has 
erected many new houses for the work- 
ers, especially near the newly construc- 
ted large industrial plants, but not 
enough to meet the demand. 

The only element in Russia which is 
more or less completely furnished with 
the bare necessities of life are the pro 
fessionals — engineers, doctors, scien- 
tists, writers, artists, teachers, (to some 
extent) and the communists, those 
(Continued on Page 11) 
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WHAT OF RELIGION IN PALESTINE? 



IN summing up my impressions of 
Palestine as I saw it, I come now 
to a phase of life there that has 
given much concern to many of our 
American brethren. Has Palestine 
already developed a religious problem ? 
What of the religious life of the Jews 
who have entered the Holy Land? 

Tourists — especially of a certain type 
— come back greatly distressed and dis- 
couraged. "We have seen Jewish rit- 
ual violated there," they tell us. "We 
have seen the Sabbath desecrated, die- 
tary laws not observed, the same lack 
of observance that we see in the Galut. 
Shall Palestine also duplicate this 
break-up of Jewish religious life?" 

Let me say at the very outset that 
these people do not misrepresent the 
situation. You do see individual Jews 
in nearly every part of Palestine who 
are guilty of the offences charged. But 
these observers fail to recognize the 
fact that if there are such violations 
of Jewish ritual observance the fault 
lies not in Palestine but in the Galuth 
that has produced such Jews. When- 
ever I hear such complaints, I am re- 
minded of the scene in the Bible in 
which God is pictured as denouncing 
the Jews to Moses for having made 
the golden calf, and in which, accord- 
ing to the Midrash, Moses, the great 
pleader of the Jewish people, defends 
them and says : "Think, O God, where 
you brought them from! Did they not 
come from Egypt, the home of idola- 
try ? They are yet children. Be pa- 
tient with them and they will yet do 
great deeds for Thee!" 

We speak of the irreligiosity of some 
of the Jews who have come to Pales- 
tine, forgetting that they have brought 
this irreligiosity from the lands from 
which they came. 

But after all, this picture that we 
Set. even though it may be true, is a 
one-sided impression of the religious 
life that one observes in. our Homeland. 
There are other pictures which one 
can see there, which cannot be dupli- 
cated anywhere else, and which shows 
how the very atmosphere of Palestine 
brings forth a strengthening of re- 
ligious observance. 

Riding in the buses of Tel Aviv or 
in the other cities, you will find a no- 
tice posted in a conspicuous place to 
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the effect : "These buses will stop on 
Friday afternoon and begin running 
on Saturday night at the hour specified 
by the Chief Rabbinate of this city!" 

Where else in all the world can one 
observe such respect for the Sabbath 
bv a public utility ? The Sabbath does 
have a meaning in Palestine. We shall 
not speak of Jerusalem where the very 
atmosphere is holy, but even in such a 
secular city as Tel Aviv or in Haifa, 
you will not see a Jewish business or 
shop or store open on the Sabbath. An 
exception is made in the case of cafes 
and some restaurants, but all others are 
closed. Even in the case of drug stores, 
that are so essential for medicinal need, 
announcement is made in the papers 
every Friday telling which drug stores 
will be open that Sabbath. The drug- 
gists take turns, so that some of them 
may observe each Sabbath day. 

WHAT a picture of delight it is to 
behold a Sabbath in any of the 
cities of Eretz Israel ! Thousands will 
be seen on the streets, strolling with 
their children. Wherever you turn you 
will see, on a Saturday afternoon, ga- 
therings for discussions and lectures 
and study groups. Even the radical ele- 
ment among the workers utilize the 
Saturday for a Tiyul, a hike to study 
and to become more familiar with the 
land. I watched them starting out on 
diese tours, led by an expert guide, 
each one carrying his Bible in his hand, 
and walking for miles to visit the his- 
toric background of every interesting 
spot in Palestine. And the Synagogues, 
too. are not neglected ! I was astonished 
to learn that in secular Tel Aviv, about 
whose irreligiosity you so often hear, 
there are today 87 Synagogues, of all 
types, Ashkenaz and Sefard, Yemenite 
and Bokharian, small ones and large 
ones. 

I met M rs. Persitz, the distinguished 
vice-mayor of Tel Aviv, on a Saturday 
afternoon, and heard from her lips a 
tale that sounds almost unbelievable 
but which gives us the clearest picture 
of the Jewish religious life in the all- 
Jewish city of Tel Aviv. Everyone 
was giving her Mazel Tov that day, 
because early that Saturday morning 
her daughter had given birth to a child. 
But what a time they had that night! 
It was about midnight when her daugh- 
ter was rushed to the Maternity Hos- 



pital. But when the doctor asked for 
water they found that there was no 
water in the hospital. What happened 
was that the Shabbos Goy, Muchamad, 
who, by the way, was raised in the 
home of Mayor DezingofT, forgot to 
turn on the water at the Municipal 
Plant, a task he performed only on 
the Sabbath day. She told us how 
they searched for this Goy without 
avail, and how finally the policeman 
stationed at the City Hall, came to the 
rescue and turned on the water. A 
city that needed a Shabbos Goy to 
turn on its water supply on the Sab- 
bath — what a commentary on the Jew- 
ish life of Tel Aviv ! 

A most remarkable fact that I no- 
ticed was that even in the communal 
colonies, where, for instance, the Die- 
tary laws were not observed, there 
was a commendable liberality shown. 
And where old people — parents of the 
Chalutzim — were found, a separate 
kitchen and dining room were provided 
for them, where they could scrupu- 
lously observe every ritual of diet pre- 
scribed by their faith. 

BUT there are yet other phases, other 
aspects of this religious problem, to 
be observed in Palestine, that speak 
volumes for the healthy future Jewish 
religious life has in Eretz Israel. 

In the Galuth, for 2000 years, we 
preserved artificially the religious ex- 
pressions of our ancestors. No new 
forms could be created in that un-Jew- 
Lh environment, no new expression 
could grow in that alien soil. In Pales- 
tine we see already the creation of new 
religious forms that, in new garb, are 
expressing beautifully Jewish religious 
ideals. If you could only visit with 
me an Oneg Shabbat on a Saturday 
afternoon, in Tel Aviv. It was the 
creation of the genius of Bialik and 
will ever remain a living memorial to 
his contribution to Jewish religious life. 
The Ohel Shem Hall is crowded with 
more than 1500 men and women who 
flock there weekly. Soon you hear 
voices leading you in song, and within 
a few moments the entire hall re- 
sounds with ancient and modern Jew- 
ish melodies. Then there is an intel- 
lectual treat in the form of a lecture 
by some outstanding personality. And 
then again music, this time by a choir, 
(Continued on Page 10) 
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The "REVIEWS'' Own Names Contest 

Read Instructions on Next Page and Win 
A Prize and a Degree 




No. I Leon S. Moise'ff, Vladimir Jabotinsky, "Dick" Baum, Samuel No. 2 Nahum Sokolow, Harry A. Harrison, Felix Frankfurter. Lion 
Rottenberg, Edwin R. A. Seligman, Theresa Helburn, Joseph Feuchtwanger, Ludwig Lewisohn, Albert Einstein, D'Avigdor 

M. Schwartz, Morris Rothenberg, Richard J. H. Gottheil, Goldsmith, Franz Boas, Albert Weinsteiji, Louis J. Gribetz. 

Lillian Wald. 




No. 3 Abba Hillel Silver, Adolph Zukor, Joseph Schildkraut, Milton No. 4 Emanuel Libman, Maxwell Bodenheim, Albert Witty. David 
Balsam, Moss Hart, Lewis Rachmil, Elmer Rice, Jacob Ben Kaminsky, Joseph Jacobs, Pereti Hirschbein, Abraham Reisen, 

Ami, Bertha Kalisch, Maurice Schwartz. Jacob Fortunoff, Max Herzfeld, Louis Lipsky. 

Puzzle cartoons devised and drawn by HAL SEECER 
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DO YOU WANT TO 
ADD M. N. D. TO 
YOUR NAME? 

Then join the Review's 

NAMES CONTEST 

M.N.D. means "Master Name Detective". 
To earn this degree you must analyze the 
cartoons on the preceding page and de- 
duce from each the name of a person well- 
known either in the world at large or, fame 
being relative, within the Brooklyn Jewish 
Center. 

Beginning with the current issue, and con- 
tinuing for the next three months, the RE- 
VIEW will publish a series of 20 cartoons. 
Each cartoon embodies a name. As a not 
inconsiderable help to contestants there will 
be published at the bottom of each drawing 
a list of names. One of these is the correct 
one. It sounds easy, but you have our as- 
surance that it is not advisable to jump to 
conclusions too readily. 

THIRTY-SIX PRIZES 

will be awarded to those solving all the 
puzzles. These prizes are in addition to the 
great fun you will have, the satisfaction of 
an intellectual attainment, and the acquisi- 
tion of the before-mentioned degree. 
The prizes, as befit; their source, are: 
I Membership (Worth $50.) 
5 Lockers for the Gymnasium 

(Worth $50.) 
5 Cards for Hydropathtic 
treatments in the Gymnasium 
25 Guest Cards,. 
If you are a member, and already own one 
or more of the above privileges, you can 
exercise your sleuthing abilities for the 
laudable purpose of introducing a friend to 
the Center. 

The directions and rules are as follows: 
Study each cartoon. Deduce the proper 
name. Write in what you think are the 
correct names on the coupon below, to- 
gether with your name and address. Enclose 
tOc. to defray the clerical cost involved, and 
mail to: Brooklyn Jewish Center, 667 Eastern 
Parkway. You can send in as many sets of 
replies as you wish, but each set must be 
accompanied by ten cents. The date of the 
closing of the contest will be announced in 
the third installment. Anyone can enter the 
contest, member or non-member, and at 
any time. The replies however must be 
mailed as soon after the cartoons appear 
as possible. 

The judges are: 

Joseph M. Schwartz Henry Seinfel 
Louis J. Gribetz Joseph Goldberg 
Joseph Kaye 
Naturally the members of the judges' 
families are barred from the contest. 

SOLUTION COUPON 



FEBRUARY ANSWERS 

No. I 

No. 2 

No. 3 

No. 4 

Contestant's Name and Address: 



THAT THOUGHTFUL, GENTLE, DARING SPIRIT— 

MAIMONIDES 

(Continued from Page 4) 



fore without real existence. There was 
an Arabian Thinker who maintained 
that as a matter of arithmetic there 
is more pain in a lifetime than pleasure. 
To that Maimonides replies that there 
are three kinds of evil. The first is 
natural like death, but without death 
there is no birth and there is stagna- 
tion. The second type of evil is what 
men do to one another, e. g., wars, but 
these are not frequent. The third type 
of evil, which is more numerous, con- 
sists of those ailments and suffering 
for which we ourselves are to blame 
on account of our excessive desires for 
eating, drinking and love, which bring 
disease and affliction upon body and 
soul alike. Observe, he says, the ways 
of nature, the more necessary a thing 
is the more easily it is found and the 
cheaper it is ; the less necessary it is, 
the rarer and dearer it is. All the 
difficulties and troubles are due to de- 
sires for superfluities. When we seek 
unnecessary things we have difficulty 
in finding even that which is indispen- 
sible. 

MAIMONIDES gently but effect- 
ively pricks our conceit that we 
are the aim and purpose of all creation. 
If the whole earth, he says, is infinitely 
small in comparison with the spheres 
and the stars, then what is man? Yet 
man is entitled to a sense of dignity. He 
_is a privileged being because while all 
around him chance holds sway and in- 
dividuals of all spheres come and go 
by sheer accident, — thousands of ants 
are annihilated by a casual fall of a 
footstep — he, the human being is above 
chance and is especially provided for, 
as long as his mind dwells on the great 
mind of the cosmos. As for the rest 
of human beings, the unphilosophical 
and the thoughtless, God knows them 
not, chance rules over them and when 
they die they perish like the cattle in 
the field, for what do they have in 
them that can live on ? 

As tu the highest good, there are 
four perfections: wealth, health, char- 
acter and the highest of all, the per- 
fection of 'the mind, knowledge of 
God. That alone is the highest good. 
Maimonides offers us a very striking 
simile. There is a great king in a 
palace and his subjects are scattered. 
Some are in another country; some are 
in the country but their backs are turn- 
ed toward the palace ; some are anxious 
to enter the palace but they cannot find 
the door ; and some have entered the 



very inner Court of the king. The 
king is God. Those that know nothing 
about Him either through reason or 
tradition are like those king's subjects 
that are abroad. Some have ideas 
about God, but wrong ones; they be- 
long to the second category. And there 
are some that observe the Divine Com- 
mandments but are ignorant ; these 
want to enter the king's palace but 
cannot find the door. It is only those 
who have mastered the various sciences 
and endeavor to grasp with their rea- 
son, as much as reason can grasp of 
God, that have entered the innermost 
court and are gazing at the king. 

THIS then is the highest good, the 
highest perfection of man, the medi- 
tation in retirement and seclusion, "the 
in ellectual worship of God". To my 
mind the great philosopher Spinoza 
took over this last phrase and changed 
it to amor intellectualis del, the intel- 
lectual love of God. Maimonides, as 
Wolf son has shown, exercised an enor- 
mous influence on Spinoza, certainly 
more than the general historians of 
philosophy seemed to know. Since I 
have mentioned Spinoza, I may as well 
mention also Thomas Aquinas, to 
whom Maimonides taught the art of 
reconciling Aristotle with religion, and 
who wrote works that crystalized Cath- 
olic philosophy. It may be said, there- 
fore, that through Thomas Aquinas 
Maimonides helped in shaping Catholic 
thought, and through Benedict Spinoza 
he has wielded an influence on world 
thought that is still manifest today. So 
important, so far-reaching in its effect 
has the philosophy of Maimonides been. 

Surely there are pages in the 'Guide' 
that are somewhat faded with time. 
His geocentric idea has long ago been 
discarded. His measurements of the 
stars and the spheres have only a his- 
toric value in the days of Einstein. But 
his message as a whole, its pure and 
lofty conception of God as an Absolute 
and Unknowable Mind at whose altar 
man filled with burning love can offer 
only strings of negatives, its insistence 
on simple living because the quest for 
luxuries and superfluities is a source 
of many bodily and mental ailments, its 
call for metaphysical meditation as the 
highest good, higher even than mor- 
ality — all these are as vital in these 
days of easy and shallow thinking, cor- 
rupting luxuriousness and utilitarian 
science, as when they were penned by 
that thoughtful, gentle, saintly and yet 
daring spirit. 
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WHAT OF RELIGION IN PALESTINE? 



such as delights your soul. Every 
week there is a new program of new 
melodies created by the new Jewish 
life. As the singing proceeds, the sun 
begins to set. Twilight sets in the 
hall itself. When the time for Hav- 
dolah arrives, a huge Tower of David 
which adorns one corner of the hall, 
is suddenly illumined with red lights, 
symbols of the stars in the heaven. 
Still in that semi-darkness, the Hav- 
dolah is chanted. But the dramatic 
moment is yet to come. Just as the 
Reader recites the words : "For the 
Jews there were light and joy" — at 
the very mention of the word light, 
the whole Hall is flooded with light. 
The Sabbath is gone and the week- 
days are here. The whole audience 
joins in the singing the Hamavdel. 
Never in all my life did this song have 
such meaning to me as it did when I 
heard it at the Oneg Shabbat in Tel 
Aviv. You could actually feel the dis- 
tinction, the separation between the 
Kodesh of the Sabbath and the Choi 
of the week-day ! But it is not yet 
ended. The Choir leads and the au- 
dience joins in the singing of Bialik's 
Shir Ha-Abodah "The Song of Labor". 
What a fitting song to come from the 
Jewish heart as the Sabbath is gone 
and the new work-a-day week begins ! 

"To What shall we give thanks, to 
what shall we render praise ? 

To Work, to Labor, to Work!" 
You feel like working after that. Your 
soul has been filled with inspiration, 
with a Ruach Ha-Kodesh, that gives 
joy to every menial task. 

That is Religion in the finest sense 
of the word. It is a Religion that is 
alive, associated with life, inspiring to 
life. 

SO, too, the holidays come to live a- 
gain in Eretz Israel. And strange to 
say, just those holidays have come to 
new life which in the Galut have almost 
died. Who cares here for Purim? A 
few Jews gather in our Synagogues 
and listen mournfully to the words of 
the Megillah — and the Purim is over. 
Purim in Tel Aviv, or for that matter 
anywhere else in Eretz Israel — what a 
glorious sight to behold ! Not only was 
the large Synagogue in Tel Aviv crowd- 
ed to the last inch of space, but for 
several blocks east and west of the 
Synagogue, Allenby Street was closed 
to traffic, and there, in the street, about 



{Continued from Page 7) 

10,000 Jews were listening to the read- 
ing of the Megillah through an ampli- 
fier. You should have heard the name 
of Haman greeted by these thousands 
of people! Purim took on new life, it 
was the expression of a challenge com- 
ing from a living people to all its 
enemies — that Hamans may come and 
go, but the Jewish people lives on for- 
ever ! You have the Purim Carnival, 
which expresses the Purim spirit in a 
new living form. Or take the festival 
of Shebuoth! What does it amount 
to here ? Rosh Hashonah, even Pass- 
over, still have some hold on our people. 
Shebuoth has lost all its life in Galut. 
You should see Shebuoth in Eretz Is- 
rael. In Haifa there is a celebration 
on the second day of the holiday — 
which to them, of course, is already the 
day after the festival — which brings 
back the Shebuoth of the Biblical days. 
It is the Hag Ha-Bikkurim again. The 
streets were so crowded with people, 
who came from all parts of the land, 
that we had to watch the procession 
from the balcony of our hotel. From 
every settlement in the Emek, the 
Chalutzim came with their offerings. 
What a glorious sight it was ! First 
came thousands of school children — 
delegations from every school in the 
settlements. How beautiful they look- 
ed and how happily and joyously they 
sang! And then came the Chalutzim 
with their offerings. Cart after cart, 
products of the field, the best of their 
cattle and fowl, lambs and goats, cows 
and oxen, chickens and hens — all were 
brought as offerings of thanksgiving 
on the part of a grateful people. These 
offerings were given to the Kayemet, 
and then sold for the benefit of the 
Keren Kayemet. And after the pro- 
cession — what a night of dancing 
and singing in the street ! That is Re- 
ligion — when a people expresses its 
noblest sentiments in religious forms! 
It is the religion of our ancestors com- 
ing to life again! 

In Jerusalem, I attended a dance giv- 
en by the young women and men at 
the Y. W. H. A. It was not just a 
dance, but a Rosh Chodesh Dance, to 
mark the coming of a new month. Rosh 
Chodesh — does it mean anything here 
in Galuth? In ancient times it was a 
semi-holiday. In Palestine they are 
putting new life into this day — wel- 
coming it with dance and with song! 
They dance the "Hora" accompanying 



the steps with the words : "With joy 
shall ye draw waters out of the wells 
of salvation !" 

RELIGION, properly understood as 
the noblest expressions on the part 
of a people towards the higher ideals 
of life, is a living fact in Eretz Israel. 

True, "individual Jews, as I said, 
are to be seen who do not observe 
what many of us regard as holy. But 
training. You cannot force people to 
live a certain type of religious life. 
We Jews have suffered too much for 
the right of liberty of conscience to 
deny that liberty to others. A religious 
ritual that is observed through compul- 
sion is worthless and meaningless. Here 
is a task for those who are religiously 
inclined, — to teach the incoming hosts 
the true value and significance of re- 
ligious life. And Jews in America, 
who are interested in such a life, in- 
stead of criticising and finding fault 
with Palestine, should help those agen- 
cies that have this goal in view. No! 
Kevutzoh will object to books, and to 
lectures that will give them a new view 
of this entire matter. 

It is significant to note that even the 
pious element in Palestine is beginning 
to realize that something must be done 
to properly guide the new generation 
along religious lines. In a magazine 
that is sponsored by this element, Ha- 
Hed, there recently appeared a sym- 
posium of brilliant articles discussing 
the problem of the Rabbinate in Pales- 
tine, and suggesting that Palestine to- 
day needs not only men learned in Tal- 
mudic lore, but alive to modern prob- 
lems and modern needs. 

Is there a Religious Problem in 
Palestine ? I would clearly answer — 
No ! For the very air of Palestine is 
filled with sanctity for the Jew. 

These Chalutzim are laying the foun- 
dation of a healthy, normal Jewish life. 
Once we shall have the foundation the 
super-structure will come in due course. 
No wonder that an ancient Rabbi could 
picture God as saying : "Would that 
My children were with Me in Palestine, 
even though, by their lack of obser- 
vance, they would defile it!" 

This Rabbi had the faith that the 
Jewish life, when it will blossom in 
Palestine, will be religious, will be at- 
tuned to the ideals of God. 

{Continued on Page 22) 
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LATEST REPORT ON RUSSIA 

{Continued from Page 6) 
holding the so-called political jobs. 



Here I must point out that one sees 
in Russia the same inequalities as to 
wages, standard of living, etc., that 
one is confronted with in a capitalistic 
country. The contrast is of course, 
not as pronounced, but it exists. When 
I would point out this fallacy to some 
influential communists, their answer 
would be: "What we are having now 
is a preliminary stage setting towards 
Communism". 

The Jewish question in Russia de- 
serves a special chapter, but 1 do want 
to say here, that the greatest sufferers 
from the revolution in Russia were 
the Jews : they actually lost the ground 
from under their feet. 95% of the 
Jewish population suddenly lost their 
moorings and went adrift on an end- 
less sea, with no shore in view. They 
had no land to cultivate, no trade in 
their hands, no business, and what 
was more tragic, no hope for the fu- 
ture. They were in a desperate situ- 
ation. 

But after years of struggle and grad- 
ual adaptation to new conditions, the 
Jews are beginning to live a normal 
life in Russia. Many have joined 
farm-collectives, many have gone into 
the farms specifically organized for 
Jews ; many are clerking in the coop- 
erative stores of the Government, but 
the greatest number have joined the in- 
dustrial workers of Russia. You can 
find Jews now in the coal and metal 
mines, in automobile factories, in oil 
refineries and practically in all fields of 
human endeavor. No "Jews excluded" 
exists now in Russia, and to my mind 
one of the greatest achievements of 
Soviet Russia is the complete abolition 
of anti-Semitism in that land. Of 
course, human nature does not change, 
and the Russian gentile hates the Jew 
now, perhaps, as ever, but officially an- 
ti-Semitism is considered counter revo- 
utionary, and those expressing it by 
word or deed are harshly punished/The 
word Zshid must not be mentioned in 
Russia. 

As a result of the newly acquired 
freedom the Jews have begun to under- 
go | complete assimilation in Russia. 
Intermarriages are a matter of course ; 
parents do not want to send their child- 
ren to Jewish schools, although these 
are on the same footing and have the 
same privileges as any other schools. 



If you are a nationalist and believe in 
the distinct contribution of the Jew- 
ish culture to the sum total of human 
civilization, your heart breaks at the 
thought that we are witnessing again 
in our times the loss of our most vital 
and fruitful tribe, the Jewish tribe of 
Russia. I do not believe that Biro-Bid- 
jan will create a new Jewish Centre 
where a distinct Jewish life will be re- 
created. Russian Jews do not have an 
urge to go there, because economically 
their problem is practically solved in the 
places where they reside now. And 
to go to Siberia in order to live Jew- 
ishly, without the religion of their 
fathers, without the Hebrew language, 
what for ? 

It seems to me that Soviet Russia will 
be the first land in the history of our 
long exile, where Jews will completely 
assimilate, whether we like it or not. 
Now, can the Russian peasant and 



worker hope to achieve a higher stan- 
dard of living? My answer is yes, if 
there will be no war between Russia 
and Japan, the enemy Russians dread 
mostly. Are the sacrifices brought by 
the Russian population to the altar 
of Communism, an altar erected against 
their will, justified and worth while? 
As a liberty-loving individual, to whom 
one human life is more important than 
any amount of material possessions, 
] would answer the above question 
with an emphatic "No". But history 
does not ask this question, and as a 
rule we are continuously sacrificing 
lives and human effort in wars and 
in struggles for existence. May we not, 
therefore, at least comply with the 
wishes of the Russians of "Leave us 
alone" ? Let them work out their own 
problems as best as they see fit, and 
if the outside world does not interfere, 
they may succeed in giving to the 
world a new interpretation of what 
modern civilization stands for and how 
people may enjoy the fruits thereof. 



NEW CENTER MEMBERS 

The following have applied for mem- 
bership in the Brooklyn Jewish Center: 

Doblin, Alexander A. 

Unmarried Lawyer 

Res. — 636 Cleveland Street 

Bus.— 1450 Broadway, N. Y. 

Prop, by Ira Gluckstein 
Doblin, William 

Unmarried Lawyer 

Res. — 636 Cleveland Street 

Bus.— 1450 Broadway, N. Y. 

Prop, by Ira Gluckstein 
Goldman, Miss Dora 

Teacher 

Res.— 1539 East 3rd Street 
Hyde, Dr. William H. 

Married Physician 

Res. — 857 Eastern Parkway 

Bus. — 857 Eastern Parkway 

Prop, by Charles Perman and Wil- 
liam I. Siegel and A. J. Stelzer 
Kaplan, David A. 

Unmarried 

Accountant — Revenue Agent 

Res. — 774 Gates Avenue 

Bus.— 341 Ninth Ave., N. Y. 

Prop, by Jacob Weinsier 
Karl, Arthur M. 

Unmarried Advertising 

Res. — 100 Lefferts Avenue 

Bus.— 122 Fifth Avenue, N. Y. 

Prop, by A. Goldstein 
Kaufman, Burton D. 

Unmarried Candy Concessionaire 

Res.— 208 East 34th Street 

Bus.— 276 W. 43rd St., N. Y. 

Prop, by Joseph Goldberg 



Monasch, Charles J. 

Married Mfg. Calsomine 

Res.— 575 Rutland Road 
Bus. — 21 Belvidere Street 
Munzer, Sam 

Unmarried Ladies'Bags, etc. 
Res. — 721 Eastern Parkway 
Bus. — 812 Nostrand Avenue 
Prop, by H. Munzer and O. Schleiff 
Pepperman, Julius 

Married Stationary 
Res.— 190 Wilson Street 
Bus. — 265 East Broadway, N. Y. 
Pollack, Aaron 

Unmarried Real Estate 
Res. — 1131 Lincoln Place 
Bus. — 26 Court Street 
Rubin, Alexander 

Married Lawyer 
Res.— 190 East 17th Street 
Bus.— 70 Pine Street, N. Y. 
Prop, by H.Aaron & N.T. Schwartz 
Schoen, Theodore 

Unmarried Dresses 
Res. — 820 Greene Avenue 
Bus.— 501 Seventh Ave., N. Y. 
Sidelle, Hyman 

Married C.P.A. & Advertising 
Res. — 881 Washington Avenue 
Bus.— 70 Pine Street, N. Y. 
Prop, by Henry Seinfel 
Stern, Harold 

Unmarried Lawyer 
Res.— 275 Linden Blvd. 
Bus. — 225 Broadway, N. Y. 
Prop, by Oscar Schleiff 

(Continued on Page 22) 
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ANNUAL MESSAGE 

Delivered by 

MR. JOSEPH M. SCHWARTZ 

President of the Brooklyn Jewish Center on January 17, 1935 



TONIGHT'S Annual Meeting 
marks the completion of my second 
term as president of our institu- 
tion. In presenting this year's annual 
report, I pursue a natural desire to 
discuss with you the progress we made 
during the past year and the problems 
that face us at this time. 

For a number of years it has been 
our custom to call upon the chairmen 
of standing committees to render re- 
ports of the work of their departments. 
After a consultation with the chair- 
men, it was decided that much time 
and effort could be saved by having 
the president embody the chairmen's 
reports in the Annual Message. I 
shall, therefore, include in my address 
this evening, a general account of all 
the accomplishments of the Brooklyn 
Jewish Center during the year that 
has just come to a close. 

RELIGIOUS ACTIVITIES 

THE Religious Service Committee 
can register fine progress. The High 
Holy Day services were most suc- 
cessful and were thoroughly enjoyed 
by the entire congregation. The income 
from the sale of tickets was $12,894.75, 
as against $13,780.75 in 1933. This 
represents a difference of $886.00 due 
to the fact that the holidays were earli- 
er this year and also to the reduction in 
the prices for seats. The income from 
other sources such as weddings, Bar 
Mitzvahs, pew maintenance, etc., was 
$4,920.00 in 1934 as against $3,798.00 
the preceding year, an increase of $1,- 
122.00. The net income for the year 
was $3,348.95 as compared with $3,- 
236.80 at the end of 1933. 

The Late Friday evening services 
have attracted record breaking audi- 
ences. Rabbi Levinthal has devoted 
most of his lectures since the opening 
of the season to his impressions and 
experiences of his recent trip to Pales- 
tine. This series made a tremendously 
favorable impression and extracts of 
the lectures appeared in the Yiddish 
press. In this connection we are happy 
to learn of the publication of the sec- 
ond book of Rabbi Levinthal's sermons 
entitled "Judaism — An Analysis and 
an Interpretation." It is based on the 
series of lectures under the same head- 



ing delivered by Dr. Levinthal last 
year. These lectures attracted audien- 
ces that taxed the capacity of our Syn- 
agogue and received the most favorable 
comments from the thousands of men 
and women who listened to them reg- 
ularly week after week. I wish to urge 
every member of the Center to secure 
a copy for himself and to see that his 
friends do so too. I have found it 
advisable to appoint a special commit- 
tee, headed by our former President, 
Mr. Isidor Fine, to see to it that this 
book receives a wide circulation among 
our members. I am confident that the 
committee will receive your whole- 
hearted support. 

FORUM 

OUR Forum has continued to 
function in a most satisfactory 
manner. In addition to the usual Mon- 
day night lectures, conducted uninter- 
ruptedly for the past thirteen seasons, 
the committee is sponsoring the Wed- 
nesday evening course lectures of gen- 
eral and Jewish interest. The net cost 
of all the lectures given under its 
auspices was $460.67 during the past 
year as against $737.12 in 1933. The 
committee is striving to obtain the best 
speakers at a minimum cost. The com- 
mittee hopes that more of our members 
will take advantage of these splendid 
educational features which, with few 
exceptions, are offered free to our 
membership. 

PUBLICITY; THE EINSTEIN-LIEP- 
MANN DINNER 

THE Committee on Publication is 
charged with the publication of the 
weekly Bulletin and the monthly Re- 
view. Next March the Review will 
complete two years since it was changed 
to its present size. The publication is 
now a definite addition to our activities, 
and we have every reason to be proud 
of it. The Review is well received by 
members and non-membrrs alike, and 
is thoroughly enjoyed by all its readers. 
It reflects in a true sense the high 
calibre of our institution. 

Last April the Review sponsored the 
organization by the Center of the first 
American Library of Nazi Banned 
Books. The Library was to be estab- 
lished as a mighty protest against the 



inhumanities of the present German 
Government in burning tens of thous- 
ands of books written by some of the 
greatest thinkers the world has pro- 
duced. The establishment of the li- 
brary was discussed at several meetings 
of the Governing Board and also by 
the Board of Trustees, and the launch- 
ing of the project was unanimously 
agreed upon. We immediately proceed- 
ed to organize an Advisory Board of 
some of the leading men and women 
in this country. Prof. Albert Einstein 
was the first to accept membership on 
the Advisory Board, expressing his 
enthusiasm for the project. Others 
followed, among them Ludwig Lewis- 
ohn, Dr. Will Durant, Rev. Dr. S. 
Parkes Cadman, Oswald Garrison Vil- 
lard, Dr. John Haynes Holmes, Dr. 
Stephen S. Wise, Prof. Alvin Johnson, 
Dr. Abba Hillel Silver, Miss Lillian 
Wald. 

The inauguration of the library took 
place on Saturday evening, December 
22nd, and was attended by a very large 
group of men and women who filled 
our auditorium to capacity. The din- 
ner, given in honor of Prof. Albert 
Einstein and Mr. Heinz Liepmann, 
was one of the finest functions ever 
held in our Borough. It was truly 
an historic event in the life of Ameri- 
can Jewry. News of the library and 
editorial comment on it appeared in 
leading newspapers throughout the 
country. The January Review con- 
tains a detailed account of the inau- 
guration, which I hope you will all 
read. There is something else I wish 
to call to the attention of our members 
in connection with this library, and I 
trust that it will not be taken too 
lightly. The library was newly inau- 
gurated ; it has not been dedicated. We 
have a nucleus for a library, but we 
have not completed our task. It is 
one thing to make country wide an- 
nouncement that a library is being es- 
tablished. It is another thing to actually 
establish it. We are indebted to those 
who, with their contributions, made 
possible the purchase of several hun- 
dred German banned books for the in- 
auguration, and we appeal to all mem- 
bers of the Center to make their con- 
tributions to the fund so that the library 
may be completed in the very near 
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future. The committee hopes to dedi- 
cate the library on the second anni- 
versary of the book burning, namely 
May 10th. 1935. We have no time to 
lose and it will be to our everlasting 
shame if this project, so magnificently 
begun, should not be as magnificently 
ended. 

HEBREW SCHOOL 

THE Hebrew Education Department 
has functioned successfully. There 
are 80 children attending the afternoon 
sessions. The Three-Day-Week 
School for Girls numbers 16 pupils. 
In addition we have a Religious School 
which meets on Sunday mornings. The 
number of pupils in that school is 125. 
Altogether 230 children receive their 
Jewish training in these three schools. 

CENTER ACADEMY 

THE Center Academy, where the 
boys and girls receive instruction in 
secular as well as Jewish subjects, is 
progressing most satisfactorily. It is 
indeed a tribute to the fine Jewish 
spirit that prevails in that department, 
when one realizes that the Academy 
has been able to carry on despite the 
present difficult financial conditions 
that most necessarily affect the success 
of a school of this type. There are over 
90 children registered, all of whom 
receive an excellent Jewish training. 
The school has managed to balance its 
budget without obligating the Center 
in any way. 

INSTITUTE OF JEWISH STUDIES 
FOR ADULTS 

LAST year we reported the organi- 
zation of our Institute of Jewish 
Studies for Adults. The project, when 
first launched by our Rabbi, was an 
immediate success. This year Dr. 
Levinthal, the director of the Institute, 
found it necessary to add to the num- 
ber of courses and to engage new 
members for the faculty. The Institute 
is now attended by close to 300 men 
and women. Eleven courses are given 
on subjects of Jewish interest. 

HOUSE COMMITTEE 

THE House Committee is faced with 
the problem of a building that is 
growing older and requiring more re- 
pairs than heretofore. Due to the lack 
of funds, few renovations have been 
made in the past few years. The com- 
mittee limited itself to bare emergen- 
cies, hoping to postpone its problem to 
later years. Buildings, however, are 
subject to repairs that cannot be post- 
poned. The committee therefore found 



it necessary to make extensive altera- 
tions, particularly to the steam piping. 
In addition, the committee made consid- 
erable improvements in the lobby of the 
building, the auditorium, dining room, 
etc. Thanks are due to the Sisterhood 
and the stewards of the Center, Messrs. 
Kotimsky and Tuchman, for their 
helpful cooperation. 

SOCIAL COMMITTEE 

THE chairman of the Social Com- 
mittee has requested that I register, 
in his name, disappointment at the 
poor showing made by Center members 
at social functions arranged by the 
committee. Plans are often made to 
bring together the membership of the 
Center for a social evening, only to 
have these plans abandoned for lack of 
reservations. Members have too 
strongly acquired the habit of waiting 
with their reservations until the last 
minute instead of mailing them in time 
to enable the committee to make proper 
plans. Time and time again the com- 
mittee has been faced with the puzzling 
problem of whether to go ahead or 
abandon an entertainment planned be- 
cause of the neglect of our members to 
place their orders at the right time. 
And yet the members would be the 
first to complain if the committee 
should find it both expedient and eco- 
nomical to cancel an event at the 
last minute due to lack of support. 

The committee is ready to plan and 
arrange social functions for the 
Center members. It realizes the im- 
portance of the problem of sociability 
in an institution such as ours. All it 
asks is more cooperation and a more 
prompt response, so that the commit- 
tee can carry out all its plans with 
some degree of success. 

CLUB ACTIVITIES 

UNDER the auspices of the Com- 
mittee on Auxiliary Activities, 
clubs have been conducted for the boys 
and girls of the Center. Several groups 
are functioning according to the ages of 
the children and the particular work 
they are interested in. These clubs are 
under the leadership of competent di- 
rectors who supervise the work of the 
groups and help to map the programs 
of their activities. Last year we added 
a Sunday Afternoon Outing Group for 
boys and girls under the direction of 
Mr. Maurice Bernhardt. This year a 
new group in Nature Study and Arts 
and Crafts was added. 

The Men's Club, reorganized last 
year, has made a great deal of pro- 
gress in promoting sociability in the 



C enter. The monthly meetings are 
eagerly looked forward to. We are 
hopeful that more members will become 
a part of the Men's Club and thus 
enjoy its many interesting programs. 

MEMBERSHIP 

WE closed the year with a mem- 
bership of 852 (546 married 
and 306 single members) as against 
867 (557 married and 310 single) at 
the end of 1933. During the year we 
enrolled 211 members (107 married 
and 105 single) as against 225 (108 
married and 117 single) the previous 
year. We lost through resignations, 
dropped from rolls, etc., 226 members 
as against 172 in 1933. 

This report proves two things : 
firstly that we ought to make an effort 
to enroll more members during the 
year to replenish the gaps in our mem- 
bership due to resignations, non-pay- 
ment of dues, deaths, etc. Secondly, 
that we ought to devise some means of 
checking these losses from our ranks. 
The proposers of new members could 
be of assistance. It is not sufficient for 
one to propose a new member. The 
proposer should make it his duty to 
influence the new member to take a 
part in the activities of the institution. 
Experience has taught us that the more 
active a member is and the more use 
one makes of the facilities of the Cen- 
ter, the less likelihood there is that 
such member will sever his relationship 
with it. 

I need hardly repeat what has often 
been pointed out in these reports, that 
membership is the life-blood of our in- 
stitution. Many more among us should 
consider it their duty to enroll new 
members. All members of the Center 
should actually regard themselves as 
belonging to the Membership Commit- 
tee, and do their part in adding to our 
ranks. 

PHYSICAL TRAINING DEPARTMENT 

THE Physical Training Department 
closes the year with a record of at- 
tendance that has been approached but 
once since the department was opened. 
That was in the year 1927, when the 
attendance was 30,551. In 1934 it was 
30,359. The number of men who made 
use of the physical training facilities 
during the past year was 22,070, while 
that of women was 2,989. The atten- 
dance of boys was 3,451 and that of 
girls 1,885. 

Financially also, the department has 
shown considerable improvement. The 
net cost of running the gymnasium and 
(Continued on Page 16) 
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A. Friday Night Lectures and Musical 
Services 

"The Messiah Idea in Judaism" by 
Rabbi Levinthal (11th lecture in 
series on "An Analysis and Inter- 
pretation of Judaism" — Jan. 5, 1934. 

"The Messiah Idea in Judaism" (con- 
tinued) by Rabbi Levinthal — 
Jan. 12, 1934. 

"Judaism's Attitude Toward Labor" 
by Rabbi Levinthal — Jan. 19, 1934 

"Judaism's Attitude Toward the La- 
borer" by Rabbi Levinthal — Jan. 
26, 1934. 

"Jews That Hitler Made" by Rabbi 
Jacob Weinstein — Feb. 2, 1934. 

"The Place of Palestine in Judaism" 
by Rabbi Levinthal — concluding 
lecture of the series on "An Analysis 
and Interpretation of Judaism" — 
Feb. 9, 1934. 

"Can We Survive?" by Rabbi Louis 
D. Gross— Feb. 16, 1934. 

"Thou Slialt Not Forget" — a Purim 
Message based on Washington's let- 
ter to the Jews of Newport — by 
Rabbi Samuel J. Levinson — Feb. 
23, 1934, 

"The Problems of the Jew in a Con- 
fused World" by Rev. Dr. J. Max 
Weiss— March 2, 1934. 

"The Cnme of Being Great" by Rabbi 
Abraham M. Heller — March 9, 
1934. 

"American Jewry Comes of Age" by 

Rev. Dr. Solomon Gravel — 

March 16, 1934. 
"The Spirit of Optimism in Judaism" 

by Rabbi Joseph Zeitlin — March 

23, 1934. 

"Chaim Nachman Bialik — Poet and 
Prophet of the Jewish Renaissance" 
by Rabbi Levinthal — Oct. 19, 
1934. 

"New Palestine — The Great Miracle 
of the Age" — First lecture of a 
series on "Palestine As I Saw It — 
The Rebirth of a People and a Land" 
— by Rabbi Levinthal — Oct. 26, 
1934. 

"The Interest and Fascination of Pa- 
lestine" — Second lecture of the series 
— by Rabbi Levinthal — Nov. 2, 
1934. 

"The German Jews and Palestine" — 
Third lecture of the series — by 
Rabbi Levinthal — Nov. 9, 1934. 

"The Glorious Role of Labor in Pa- 
lestine" — Fourth lecture of the 



series by Rabbi Levinthal — Nov. 
16, 1934. 

"New Foundations of Marriage and 
Family Life" by Rev. Dr. Sidney 
E. Goldstein — Nov. 23, 1934. 

"The Economic Development of Pales- 
tine" — Fifth lecture of the series on 
"Palestine As I Saw It — The Re- 
birth of a People and a Land" by 
Rabbi Levinthal — Nov. 30, 1934. 

"Is There a Religious Problem in Pa- 
lestine t" — Sixth lecture of the series 
by Rabbi Levinthal — Dec. 7, 1934 

"Wliat of the British Government and 
the Arabs in Palestine?" — Seventh 
lectures of the series, by Rabbi Lev- 
inthal — Dec. 14, 1934. 

"Clouds As Well As Sunshine in Pa- 
lestine — What of the Future?" — 
Eighth and concluding lecture of 
the series on "Palestine As I Saw It 
— The Rebirth of a People and a 
Land" by Rabbi Levinthal — Dec. 
21, 1934. 

"Mine Integrity I Hold Fast" — Col- 
lege Students' Service — by Rabbi 
Maurice Pekarsky — Dec. 28, 1934. 

B. Sabbath Morning Services 

Rabbi Levinthal on the Weekly Por- 
tion of the Torah, Jan. 5 to Feb. 16 
and from Oct. 27 to Dec. 29, 1934. 
Rabbi Louis Hammer— Feb. 24, 1934 
Rev. Benjamin H. Englander — March 
10, 1934. 

Rabbi Jacob Minkin— April 14, 1934 v 
Rabbi A. M. Heller— April 21, 1934. 
Rabbi Joseph Miller— April 28, 1934. 
Rabbi Ben Zion Bokser— May 5, 1934. 
Rabbi Benjamin H. Englander — May 
12, 1934. 

C. Holiday Services 

Purim Services — Reading of the Me- 

gillah— Feb. 28, 1934. 
First Day of Passover. "The Modern 

Message of Passover" by Rabbi 

Ben Zion Bokser — Mar. 31, 1934. 
Second Day of Passover. "Hidden 

Treasures" by Rabbi Jacob Son- 

derling — April 1, 1934. 
Seventh Day of Passover. "Dry Bones 

or Living Spirit" by Rabbi Louis 

Hammer — April 6, 1934. 
Eighth Day of Passover. Mr. Morris 

RothenberGj Speaker — April 7, 

1934. 

First Day of Shevuoth. "The Law of 
Self-Defense" by Dr. David Tan- 
nenbaum — May 20, 1934. 
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Second Day of Shevuoth. "The Mis- 
sion for Which Jews Suffer" by Rev. 
Dr. Louis I. Newman — May 21, 
1934. 

Slichoth Services. Rev. Samuel Kan- 
tor assisted by the Oscar Julius 
Choir— Sept. 1, 1934. 

First Day of Rosh Hashonah. "Watch- 
man — What of the Night" by Rabbi 
Levinthal — Sept. 10, 1934. 

First Day of Rosh Hashonah. Auditor- 
ium. Mr. Benjamin Hirsh, Speak- 
er—Sept. 10, 1934. 

Second Day of Rosh Hashonah. "Rosh 
Hashonah — The Anniversary of 
Creation" by Rabbi Levinthal — 
Sept. 11, 1934. 

Second Day of Rosh Hashonah. Au- 
ditorium. Mr. Benjamin Hirsh, 
Speaker— Sept. 11, 1934. 

Kol Nidre Services. "Pioneers for 
Ideals" by Rabbi Levinthal — Sept. 
18, 1934. 

Kol Nidre Services. Auditorium. Mr. 
Benjamin Hirsh, Speaker — Sept. 
18, 1934. 

Yom Kippur Services. "Is Life Worth 
Living?" by Rabbi Levinthal — 
Sept. 19, 1934. 

Yom Kippur Services. Auditorium. 
Mr. Benjamin Hirsh, Speaker — 
Sept. 19, 1934. 

First Day of Succoth. Rabbi Levin- 
thal, Speaker — Sept. 24, 1934. 

Second Day of Succoth. Rabbi Levin- 
thal, Speaker — Sept. 25, 1934. 

Shemini Atzereth Services. Rabbi Lev- 
inthal, Speaker — Oct. 1, 1934. 

Rev. Dr. Israel H. Levinthal, Rabbi 
Rev. Samuel Kantor, Cantor 
Rev. Meyer Rogoff, Sexton 



HEBREW EDUCATION COMMITTEE 

A. Junior Congregation 

The children of the Hebrew School 
meet every Saturday morning and 
during Holidays in the Beth Hame- 
drash. Sermons are delivered by the 
members of the Hebrew School 
Faculty. 

B. Daily Hebrew School 

Meets Daily from 4:00 to 6:45 P. M. 
and Sundays and Legal Holidays 
from 10:00 A. M. to 12:30 P. M. 

C. Religious School 

Meets every Sunday morning through- 
out the season. 
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TO DECEMBER 31, 1934 
D. Three-Day-Week School for Girls 

Tuesday and Thursday afternoons and 

Sunday mornings. 
E. Class in Ein Yaakob and Bible Study 
Meets every Saturday afternoon. 

Rabbi Israel H. Levintiial, Principal 
.Mrs. J. Serbin Beder 

E. M. Edelstein 

Benjamin Hirsh 



MISCELLANEOUS JEWISH 
ACTIVITIES 

Parent-Teachers Association of He- 
brew School. "The Place of the 
Home in Jewish Civilization" by 
Dr. Samuel Dinin — Feb. 20, 
1934. 

Children's Purim Masquerade — Feb. 
25. 1934. 

Parent-Teachers Association of He- 
brew School. "The Value of the 
Bible" bv Mr. Louis J. Gribetz — 
March 20, 1934. 

Parent-Teachers Association of He- 
brew School. "The Bible from a Re- 
ligious Point of View" by Rabbi 
Louis Hammer. Musical Program 
bv Mr. Bernard Rolnick — April 
17, 1934. 

Parent-Teachers Association of He- 
brew School. Mr. Mordecai Halevi 
Speaker ; Musical Program ; Two 
Plavs by Intermediate Guild — Mav 
22/1934. 

Closing Exercises of Hebrew School — 
Mr. Harry A. Harrison, Speaker 
June 21. 1934. 

Special Children's Service in the Main 
Synagogue. "What Rosh Hashonah 
and Yom Kippur Should Mean To 
Us" by Rabbi Levinthal — Sept. 

^ 15, 1934. 

Chanukah Entertainment by Hebrew 
School and Sunday Religious School 
Dec. 8, 1934. 

Parent -Teachers Association of He- 
brew School. "Knowledge or Char- 
acter Training— Which of the Two?" 
by Rabbi Louis Hammer; Poems 
bv Mr. K. Karl Klein — Dec. 18, 
1934. 

SINGING GROUP FOR ADULTS 

Meets every Tuesday evening under 
the leadership of Cantor Samuel 
Kantor. 



SOCIAL AND YOUNG FOLKS 

ACTIVITIES 
Adults, Young Folks and Children 

Duplicate Bridge Tournament under 
direction of Ernest Alexander be- 



Activities 

ginning Jan. 14, 1934. 
Annual Meeting of the Center — Jan. 
18, 1934. 

Young Folks League Meeting. Hon. 
William I. Siegel, Speaker — Jan. 
25. 1934. 

Young Folks League Formal Supper 
Dance -Feb. 3, 1934. 

Center Directors and Trustees' Dinner 
Meeting for Rabbi Levinthal — 
Feb. 8.' 1934. 

Membership Reception to Rabbi and 
Mrs. Levinthal prior to their de- 
parture for Palestine — Feb. 11. 1934. 

Young Folks League Meeting and 
Dance— Feb. 15, 1934. 

Special Performance for children. Cen- 
ter Plavers present "Is Zat So?" — 
Feb. 18. 1934. 

Repeat Performance of "Is Zat So?" 
by Center Players — March 11, 
1934. 

Young Folks League Meeting. Hosts 
to Eastern Parkway District of 
Youth Division of American Jewish 
Congress — April 26, 1934. 

Presentation of "Three Cornered 
Moon" bv Center Plavers — May 
2, 1934. 

Beefsteak Dinner — May 3, 1934. 

Repeat Performance of "Three Cor- 
nered Moon" by Center Players — 
May 5. 1934. 

Lag B'Omer Outing to Palisades Park 
by children of Hebrew School and 
Sundav Religious School — May 6. 
1934. ' 

Young Folks League Spring Dance — 

May 26, 1934. 
Junior League Formal Dance — May 

29, 1934. 

Intermediate Dramatic Guild Perfor- 
mance of "Yesterday" and "Up- 
stage"— May 30, 1934. 

Center Players produce "Three Cor- 
nered Moon" in Fallsburg — May 30, 
1934. 

Parent's Night and Play for Center 
Boy Scouts — June 4, 1934. 

Center Girl Scouts Sixth Annual Pa- 
rents' Night and Handicraft Ex- 
hibition of Troop No. 145 — June 
21. 1934. 

Farewell Reception to Mr. Mordecai 

Halevi prior to his departure for 

Palestine— June 27. 1934. 
Young Folks League Invitation Dance 

— June, 30. 1934. 
Simchath Torah Dinner, Dance and 

Entertainment — Oct. 2, 1934. 
Reception in honor of Dr. David Tan- 

nenbaum prior to his sailing for 
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Palestine— Oct. 29. 1934. 
Election Night Returns and Dancing 

Nov. 6, 1934. 
Invitation Dance of the Young Folks 

League — Nov. 17, 1934. 
Young Folks League Meeting. Mr. 

Moss Hart, Guest Speaker — Nov. 

27, 1934. 

Young Folks League Invitation Dance 
Nov. 29, 1934. 

Young Folks League Casino Night 
Formal— Dec. 1, 1934. 

Dinner in honor of Prof. Albert 
Einstein and Mr. Heinz Liep- 
m ann on the occasion of the Inau- 
guration of the American Library 
of Nazi Banned Books — Dec. 22, 
1934. 

New Year's Eve Celebration — Dec. 
31, 1934. 



INSTITUTE OF JEWISH STUDIES FOR 
ADULTS 

Hebrew A — Every Thursday at 9:00 
P. M. — Mrs. J. S. Beder, Instructor. 

Hebrew B — Every Thursday at 9:00 
P.M. -Miss Irene Bush, Instructor. 

Hebrew C — Every Thursday at 9:00 
P. M. — Mr. Benjamin Hirsh, In- 
structor. 

Hebrew D — Everv Thursday at 8:00 
P. M. — Mr. E.'M. Edelstein, In- 
structor. 

Jewish Historv — Everv Tuesday at 

9 :00 P. M.— Rabbi Ben Zion Bok- 

ser, Instructor. 
Jewish Religion — Ever)- Tuesday at 

8 :00 P. M.— Rabbi Ben Zion Bok- 

ser, Instructor. 
Talmud A — Every Tuesday at 8:00 

{Continued on Page 17) 



This congregation affectionately 
recalls those of its members who 
during the past year, exchanged 
their earthly habitation for the 
eternal abode. They have record- 
ed their lives on the tablets of 
our hearts, and their names will 
ever be mentioned for blessing. 

Joseph Schrier January 24, 1934 
Morris A. Glass February 27, 1934 
Joseph Prensky April 30, 1934 

Mrs. Aaron Stern May 5, 1934 

Jacob Gray July 3. 1934 

Haiman Friedwald July 24, 1934 
Samuel D. Isaacson Aug. 22, 1934 
Frederick Wohl Aug. 27, 1934 

Edward A. Banker Sept. 3, 1934 
Samuel Palley Nov. 17, 1934 

Harris Salit Nov. 26, 1934 

Solomon Leibowitz Dec. 8, 1934 

"And The Dust Returneth To 
The Earth As It Is But The 
Spirit Returneth Unto God Who 
Gave It." 
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baths in 1934 was $1,822.26, as against 
$2,391.50 in 1933, a saving of $569.24. 

The Basketball Games arranged by 
the Center have proven very success- 
ful, and have given our team a great 
deal of favorable publicity. Recently 
the Physical Training Department or- 
ganized a Basketball League consisting 
of teams representing a number of 
leading Jewish institutions. Major 
Benjamin H. Namm has kindly offered 
a trophy, which will be awarded to the 
best team. 

In concluding the report of the va- 
rious departments of the Center, I feel 
duty bound to express my heartfelt and 
sincere thanks to the chairmen, vice- 
chairmen and members of the commit- 
tees for their loyal and wholehearted 
cooperation. They helped me to carry 
the burden that came with the Presi- 
dency, and I am sincerely grateful. I 
wish time would permit to name them 
all. But I regret that I must limit my- 
self to naming the chairmen and vice- 
chairmen only. They are : 

Arbitration Committee 
I. Levingson, Chairman 
Meyer Rosen, V ice-Chairman 

Auxiliary Activities Committee 
Cyrus Levinthal, Chav man 
Philip F. Feinberg, Vice-CJiairman 

Cemetery Committee 

Nathan T. Schwartz, Chairman 
Fred Hollander, Vice-Chairmen 

Chevra Kadisha 

Max II. Haft, Chain-nan 
R. Albert, Vice-Chairman 

Civic Committee 

Jacob L. Holtzmann, Chairman 
Ira L. Rosenson, Vice-Chairman 

Forum and Education Committee 
Max Herzfeld, Chairman 
Isaac Siegmeister, Vice -Chairman 

Hebrew Education Committee 
Harry A. Harrison, Chairman 
Morris D. Wender, Vice-Chairman 

House Committee 

Hyman Aaron, Chairman 
Louis Halperin, Vice-Chairman 

Grievance Committee 

Albert A. Weinstein, Chairman 
Herman Triebitz, Vice-Chairman 

Membership Committee 

Hon. Emanuel Greenberg, Chairman 
Joseph Jacobs, Vice-Chairman 

Physical Training Committee 
David B. Kaminsky, Chairman 
Albert Witty, Vice-Chairman 

Publicity Committee 

Louis J. Gribetz, Chabman 



Religious Service Committee 
Abraham Ginsburg, Chairman 
Morris Rosenfeld, Vice-Chairman 

Social and Entertainment Com. 
Frank Levey, Chairman 
Arthur Joseph, Vice-Chav man 

Sisterhood 

Mrs. Phillip Brenner, President 

Men's Club 

H. J. Lipman, Cliairman 

Maurice Bernhardt, Vice-CIiairman 

FINANCIAL CONDITION 

AND now a word about the finan- 
ces of the Center. You have 
heard the reading of the report as 
presented by our accountant. It is ob- 
vious that the reduction of charges for 
membership dues has deprived us of a 
considerable portion of our former in- 
come. The receipts from that source 
and the few revenue-bearing depart- 
ments, is about enough to make it pos- 
sible for us to maintain the institution, 
leaving little towards the reduction of 
indebtedness or the payment of interest 
on the mortgage, etc. During the past 
few years we had two distinct problems 
that gave us considerable concern. One 
was that of the first mortgage, and 
the other of the settlement of our in- 
debtedness to the Bank of United 
States. We have continued negotiations 
regarding the interest on the mortgage 
throughout the year. It is apparent that 
the financial condition of the Center 
makes it necessary to conclude arrange- 
ments for the payment of a low rate 
of interest, which would have to be 
raised through some form of a contri- 
bution on the part of such members as 
are able to come to our assistance. We 
are hopeful that some satisfactory ar- 
rangement may be made in the near 
future so that the present unsettled 
conditions can be ended. 

We have made several payments dur- 
ing the past year against our indebt- 
edness to the Bank of United States, 
and are looking forward to an early 
settlement of the debt in the form of 
definite monthly installments. 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

IT is now fifteen years since our in- 
stitution was organized. Unsettled 
conditions made it necessary to aban- 
don any thought of an anniversary 
celebration. We do not, however, want 
to let this occasion go unnoticed. The 
chairmen of committees, at a recent 
meeting, decided to hold, in the near 
future, a whole-day conference for the 
purpose of "taking stock" of the past 



accomplishments of the Center, and 
in the light of our fifteen years of ex- 
perience, to recommend a course for 
future action. The annual meetings 
have their purpose and are of consid- 
erable value in giving the membership 
an opportunity to get acquainted with 
the condition of the Center and the ac- 
tivities of the previous year. The pro- 
jected conference, however, is bigger in 
scope, and will review the aims, pur- 
poses and accomplishments of the in- 
stitution for the entire period of its 
existence. The exact date of this con- 
ference will be announced as soon as 
the detailed arrangements are complet- 
ed. Let us hope that our members 
will take an active interest in its de- 
liberations so that new ideas may be 
brought to the forefront that will be 
in keeping with the fine record of a- 
chievements made in the Center's first 
fifteen years. 

THANKS AND CONCLUSION 

BEFORE concluding this report I 
want to mention the splendid help 
I have received from the officers, 
trustees and directors of the Center. 
I am grateful to them all for their 
encouragement and assistance. I am 
particularly thankful to my two loyal 
co-workers, my first and second vice 
presidents, Mr. Henry Seinfiel and 
Mr. Hyman Aaron. Day in and day 
out, they are at their posts of duty, co- 
operating, with me in every way pos- 
sible. The Sisterhood and its president, 
Mrs. Phillip Brenner, deserve our 
thanks and appreciation for their fine 
work. My thanks to Rabbi Levinthal. 
He carries dignity and respect for 
the Center wherever he goes and where- 
ever he speaks. He grows bigger and 
bigger as the years go by. A real 
spiritual leader, we find him a most 
valuable adviser in all problems that 
confront us. Lastly I want to record 
the splendid cooperation given by our 
Administrative Director, Mr. Joseph 
Goldberg. We are thankful to him for 
his devoted and loyal services to the 
institution. 

In this message I have endeavored 
to present, in review, the work of the 
institution during the past year. A new 
year is facing us and we are praying 
to God that all our problems will find 
an early and satisfactory solution, and 
that we can go on with our work un- 
hampered by worries about the uncer- 
tainties of the future existence of our 
institution. As to myself, I pledge you 
that the best interests of the Center 
will guide and conrol all my actions 
so that I may merit the confidence you 
repose in me as your President. 
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SUMMARY 

{Continued from Page 15) 
P. M. — Dr. Michael Higger, In- 
structor. 

Talmud B — Every Tuesday at 9:00 
P. M. — Dr. Michael Higger, In- 
structor. 

The Bible as Literature — Every Thurs- 
day at 8:00 P. M. — Mr. Louis J. 
Gribetz, Instructor. 

History of Jewish Literature — Every 
Thursday at 8:00 P. M. — Mr. Cy- 
rus Levinthal, Instructor. 

Contemporary Jewish Life — Every 
Thursday at 9 :00 P. M.— Mr. Abra- 
ham Tannenbaum, Instructor. 



Rev. Dr. Israel H. Levinthal, 

Director 

FORUM AND EDUCATION 

COMMITTEE 
A. Monday Night Forums 

"Win Life Begins at Forty" by Prof. 
Walter B. Pitkin— Jan. 8, 1934. 

"The Effects of tlw Recognition of 
Russia on America" by Congress- 
man Hamilton Fish, Jr. — Jan. 15, 
1934. 

"New Light on Marriage" by Dr. 

Alfred Adler — Jan. 22, 1934. 
"European Dictatorship and the Jew" 

by Pierre Van Paassen — Jan. 29, 

1934. 

"IV anted : A New Education for Reali- 
ty" by Dr. Samuel D. Schmal- 
hausen— Feb. 5, 1934. 

"Hitler's Attitude Toward Religion and 
Sterilisation" bv Dr. Albert 
Brandt— Feb. 12", 1934. 

"A Psychologist's View of Happiness" 
by Prof. Joseph Jastrow — Feb. 
19, 1934. 

"The Future of Austria" by Dr. Al- 
bert Brandt — Feb. 26, 1934. 

"Russia, Japan and the Far East" by 
Jennie Lee; — March 5, 1934. 

"The Collapse of the World Jewish Po- 
sition" by Maurice Samuel — Mar. 
12, 1934. 

"What Does Life Ask at Twenty, At 

Forty, at Sixty?" by Dr. Stephen 

S. Wise— March 26, 1934. 
"Why Are IV e Religions?" by Dr. 

Lewis Browne — April 2, 1934. 
"Socialism, Marxism and the Jewish 

Religion" by Prof. Mordecai M. 

Kaplan — April 9, 1934. 
"The New Deal: Towaids Fascism or 

Sociujjsm" by Roger Baldwin — 

April 16, 1934. 
"Can the Nasi Movement Succeed in 

America?" by Rev. Dr. S. Parkes 

Cadman— April 23, 1934. 
Opening of the Fourteenth Season of 

Forum Lectures. "Roosevelt Against 



the Barons" by Dr. Will Durant 
—Oct. 15, 1934. 

"The Development of a Normal Per- 
sonality" by Dr. W. Beran Wolfe 
—Oct. 22, 1934. 

Annual Symposium on the Issues of 

the Campaign. Speakers: Hon. Irwin 
Steingut, Hon. Jenkins R. Hoc- 
kert and Hon. Louis Waldman — 
Oct. 29, 1934. 

"The Theatre of Soviet Russia" by 
Anita Block — Nov. 5, 1934. 

"The Attack of Individuality in the 
Modern World Today" by Dr. Hor- 
ace M. Kallen— Nov. 12, 1934. 

"Blessed Be Sca>city" by Clarence 
Darrow— Nov. 19, 1934. 

"Aspects of Life in Soviet Russia" by 
Rev. John Haynes Holmes — Nov. 
26, 1934. 

"The Saar Problem" by Dr. Albert 
Brandt — Dec. 3, 1934. 

Illustrated Lecture on "Psychic Fol- 
lies" by Prof. Joseph Jastrow — 
Dec. 10, 1934. 

"Stop That Next War Now" by Dr. 
Henry Neumann — Dec. 17, 1934. 



Dr. G. Francis Beck 
B. "A Philosopher Looks at the World" 
"What Is Philosophy?"— Jan. 3, 1934. 
"The Problem of Knowledge" — Jan. 
10, 1934. 

"Philosophy and Religion" — Jan. 17, 
1934. 

"Philosophy and Psychology" — Jan. 
24, 1934: 

"Philosophy and Morality" — Jan. 31, 

1934. 

Dr. Solomon Grayzel 
C. "Judaism and Chnstianity — A 
Struggle for Cultures" 

"Jews and Christians When the Church 
Was Bom"— Feb. 7, 1934. 

"Judaism and Christianity in he Mid- 
dle Ages"— Feb. 14, 1934. 

"Martin Luther and the Jews" — Feb. 
21. 1934. 

"The Jczvs and Modem Christianity" 
—Feb. 28, 1934. 



Dr. Arthur Frank Payne 
D. "Problems of Psychology" 
'The Five Creat Schools, of Psycholo- 
gy and Then Leaders" — March 7, 
1934. 

'Sleep and Night Dreams — Dream In- 
terpretations" — March 14, 1934. 

'Fears, Phobias, Obsessions — Wliat 
They Indicate" — March 21, 1934. 

'The Psychology of Superstitions" — 
March 28, 1934. 



SUSTAINING MEMBERS FOR 1934 

THE following is a list of the 1934 
sustaining members of the Brooklyn 
Jewish Center. We are thankful to 
them for their fine spirit of coopera- 
tion and loyalty in voluntarily paying 
the higher rate of membership dues in 
the Center. 



Aaron, David 
Aaron, Hyman 
Barrett, Mrs. S. 
Bernard, Louis W. 
Bernstein, Elias 
Bilgore, David 
Cohen, Louis 
Davis, Henry 
Dlugasch, Morris 
Fortunoff, J, A. 
Goodstein, William 
Gordon, Louis, Av. T 
Gribetz, Louis J. 
Halperin, Nathan 
Horowitz, Bernard 
Holtzmann, J. L 
Jablow, George 
Jablow, H, L 
Kaplan, Abraham 
Katz, Samuel 
Kirsch, H. 
Kline, B. J. 
Kronish, Fred 
Levingson, I. 
Levien, Dr. I. 
Luri.0, Leib 



Perman, Charles 
Pollack, Abraham 
Pollack, Harry 
Rachmil, Hyman 
Reiner, H. H. 
Rosen, Meyer A. 
Rosenfeld, Irving 
Rosenfeld, Morris 

(N. Y. Avenue) 
Rutchik, M. M. 
Rutstein, Jacob 
Salwen, Nathan 
Sarezky, E. R. 
Schneider, S. A. 
Schrier, Mrs. Joseph 
Shapiro, Abraham 
Solovei, Joseph A. 
Steingut, Hon. Irwin 
Stulman, Mrs. J. 
Sweedler, Nathan 
Weinberg, Harry 
Weinberg, Morris 
Weinstock, Louis 
Werbelovsky, Benj. 
Zirinsky, Mrs. H. 
Zirinsky, Harry 



"G>owing Up vs. Growing Old" — 

Nov. 14, 1934. 
"Evolution of Sexual Ethics" — Nov. 

21, 1934. 

"Making the Most of Marriage" — Nov. 
28, 1934. 



Dr. Nima Adlerblum and Dr. 

Robert Gordis 
F. "The Jewish Family in Tradition 
and Tradition" 
"The Periods of Transition in the 
Course of History" by Dr. Nima 
Adlerblum — Dec. 4, 1934. 
"Birth Control From the Jewish Stand- 
point" by Dr. Robert Gordis — Dec. 
12, 1934. 

"Jewish Divorce — Its Virtues and De- 
fects" by Dr. Robert Gordis — Dec. 
19, 1934. 

"The Jewish Attitude Toward Inter- 
marriage" by Dr. Robert Gordis 
—Dec. 26, 1934. 



Dr. W. Beran Wolfe 
E. "Psychology and the- Good Life" 
Woman's Best Years" — Nov. 7, 1934. 



PHYSICAL TRAINING COMMITTEE 

Basketball Game and Dance. B.J.C. vs. 
Shaare Zedek Temple; B.J.C. Girls' 
Team vs. Welcome House of New- 
York— Jan. 7, 1934. 

Basketball Game. B.J.C. vs. Shaare 
Zedek at their court — Jan. 21, 1934. 

Basketball Game and Dance. B.J.C. vs. 
Borough Park Y.M.H.A.— Jan. 27. 
(Continued on next Page) 
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Basketball Game and Dance. B.J.C. vs. 
Yonkers lewish Community Center; 
B.J.C. Girls' Team vs. East Mid- 
wood Jewish Center Girls' Team — 
Feb. 3, 1934. 

Basketball Game and Dance. B.J.C. 
Quintet vs. Bronx Y.M.H.A.— Feb. 
11, 1934. 

Basketball Game. B.J.C. vs. Yonkers 
Y.M.H.A.— Feb. 17, 1934. 

Basketball Game. B.J.C. vs. Borough 
Park Y.M.H.A.; B.J.C. Girls' Team 
vs. New York Flashes — Feb. 24, 
1934. 

Basketball Game. B.J.C. vs. Staten Is- 
land Jewish Center Dux — March 10, 
1934. 

Basketball Game. C.C.N.Y. vs. N.Y.U. 
—March 18, 1934. 

Health Talks. Dr. Shirley W. Wynne ; 
"The Prevention of Heart Disease" 
by Dr. Simon Frucht; David B. Ka- 
minsky and Dr. Reuben Finkelstein, 
chairmen— March 19, 1934. 

Health Talks : "The Common Coldd" 
by Dr. S. J. Bernstein; "Why Sur- 
gery?" by Dr. Jacob Sarnoff, and 
Dr. Joseph Feldman, chairman — 
March 20, 1934. 

Basektball Game. B.J.C. vs. Brooklyn 
Jewels — Nov. 6, 1934. 

Basketball Game. B.J.C. vs. Brooklyn 
College— Nov. 17, 1934. 

Basketball Game. B.J.C. vs. Congrega- 
tion Shaare Zedek — Dec. 9, 1934. 

Basketball Game. B.J.C. vs. Eighth 
Avenue Temple — Dec. 20, 1934. 



Samuel Schoenfeld, Physical 

Training Director 
Miss Ruth Richman, Physical 
Training Director for Women 



COMMITTEE ON AUXILIARY 
ACTIVITIES 

Young Folks League — Unmarried Cen- 
ter members as well as children of 
members, male over 21 and female 
over 18 years of age. 

Center Players — for young men and 
young ladies. 

Junior League — Boys 17 to 19 years ; 
and girls, 16 to 18 years. 

Intermediate Dramatic Guild — Boys 
and girls 14 to 17 years inclusive. 

Boy Scouts — 12 to 16 years of age. 

Girl Scouts — 12 to 16 years of age. 

Junior Boys Club — 13 to 15 years of 
age. 

Junior Girls Club "The Peps"— 13 to 

15 years of age. 
Sunday Afternoon Outing Group for 

boys and girls. 
Sunday Afternoon Nature Study and 

Arts and Crafts Group for boys and 

girls. 

MEN'S CLUB ACTIVITIES 

Men's "Pep" Club Meeting— Feb. 27, 
1934. 

Men's Club Meeting & Entertainment 

—March 22, 1934. 
Men's Club Meeting & Entertainment 

—April 19, 1934. 
Men's Club Meeting and Social Hour 

—May 24, 1934. 



Xew Season's first meeting of the 
Men's Club— Nov. 15, 1934. 

Men's Club Meeting. Dr. Perry M. 
Lichtenstein, Guest Speaker ; Philip 
Gottfried, presiding; Current Jewish 
Events by Louis J. Gribetz, and 
Bennv Friedman, C.C.N.Y. Foot- 
ball Coach, guest— Dec. 18, 1934. 



SISTERHOOD ACTIVITIES 

Sisterhood Meeting and Tea — Jan. 3, 
1934. 

Sisterhood Meeting. Rabbi Levinthal, 

Speaker — Jan. 11, 1934. 
Luncheon and Bridge Party — Jan. 17, 

1934. 

"War and Peace" by Mrs. Alexander 

Weinberg— Feb. 8, 1934. 
Sisterhood Meeting and Tea — March 

8, 1934. 

Meeting and Social Hour — April 10, 
1934. 

Fourth Annual Bazaar — May 12 to 17, 
1934. 

Card Party in connection with the Ba- 
zaar—May 16, 1934. 

Kiddie Party in connection with the 
Bazaar— May 17, 1934. 

Meeting and Social Hour — June 14, 
1934. 

Meeting and Social Hour — Oct. 11, 
1934. 

"The Jewish Woman's Part in the Re- 
construction of Modern Life" by 
Miss Sara Kussy; Current Jewish 
Events by Mrs. I. H. Levinthal — 
Nov. 21 1934. 

Meeting and Social Hour — Dec. 3, 
1934. 

Theatre Part "Gold Eagle Guy" — 

Dec. 10, 1934. 
"German Children peeking Homes!" 

by Miss Busch ; Current Jewish E- 

vents by Mrs. I. H. Levinthal — 

Dec. 26, 1934. 



"T" HE end of the Annual Report 
" is a good place to remind the 
members of the Brooklyn Jewish 
Center to send in dues still out- 
standing. The volume of Center 
activities is imposing but they re- 
quire the support of all possible 
revenues. 



BAR MITZVAHS OF 1934 



Mervin Honig 
Richard Cohen 
Melvin Moskowitz 
Sanford Deitz 
Sidney Polsky 
Charles Samberg 
Morton E. Gottlieb 
Robert Lenkowsky 
Fred Colman Mackler 
Gilbert Greene 
Herbert Feiler 
Robert A. Meyer 
Philip Perlstein 
Arthur Hirsch 
Seymour Rothkopf 
Louis Seeger 
Ephraim Goldberg 
Daniel Shapiro 
Lionel Parnes 
Howard Holtzmann 
Irving Zankel 
Simeon Gluckson 
Jack Lemler 



Son of Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Honig January, 6, 1934 

Son of Mr. and Mrs. Julius Cohen January 13, 1934 

Son of Mr. and Mrs. S. Moskowitz January 20, 1934 

Son of Mr. and Mrs. M. Deitz March 24, 1934 

Son of Mr. and Mrs. Archie Polsky April 21, 1934 

Son of Mr. and Mrs. Harry Samberg April 21, 1934 

Son of Mr. and Mrs. Joseph W. Gottlieb May 5, 1934 

Son of Mr. I. Lenkowsky May 12, 1934 

Son of Mr. and Mrs. Alfred D. Mackler May 19," 1934 

Son of Mr. and Mrs. Harry Greene Sept. 22, 1934 

Son of Mr. and Mrs. David Feiler Sept. 29, 1934 

Son of Mr. and Mrs. Benjamin M. Meyer October 13, 1934 

Son of Mr. and Mrs. Isaac Perlstein October 20, 1934 

Son of Mrs. Leo Hirsch October 27, 1934 

Son of Mr. and Mrs. Morris Rothkopf November 3, 1934 

Son of Mr. and Mrs. Samuel A. Seeger November 10, 1934 

Son of Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Goldberg November 17, 1934 

Son of Dr. and Mrs. Jacob Shapiro November 24, 1934 

Son of Mr. and Mrs. Maxwell Parnes December I, 1934 

Son of Mr. and Mrs. Jacob L. Holtzmann December 8, 1934 

Son of Mr. and Mrs. Louis Zankel December 15, 1934 

Son of Mr. and Mrs. Isidor Gluckson December 22, 1934 

Son of Mr, and Mrs. M. R. Lemler December 29, 1934 
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OFFICERS OF THE BROOKLYN JEWISH CENTER 

JOSEPH M. SCHWARTZ President 

HENRY SEINFEL First Vice President 

HYMAN AARON __ Second Vice President 

MAX HERZFELD Secretary 

BENJAMIN J. KLINE _ Treasurer 



SAMUEL ROTTENBERG 

MEMBERS OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

Hyman Aaron Nathan Halperin 

Morris Dlugasch Max Henfeld 

Isidor Fine Jacob L. Holtzmann 



Honorary President 



Moses Ginsberg 
Pincus Glickman 
Henry Gold 



Louis Cohen 



Benjamin J. Kline 
Max N. Koven 
Fred Kronish 

HONORARY TRUSTEES 

Charles Goell 



Samuel Rortenberg 
Joseph M. Schwartz 
Henry Seinfel 
David Shapiro 
Nathan D. Shapiro 
Morris Weinberg 



Jacob Levy 



MEMBERS OF THE GOVERNING BOARD 



David Aaron 
Joseph I. Aaron 
Louis Albert 
R. Albert 
Nathan ArvJns 
Milton D. Balsam 
Louis W. Bernard 
Maurice Bernhardt 
Alex Bernstein 
Benjamin Breier 
David Bilgore 
Mrs. J. D. Booth 
Hyman L. Brainson 
Louis Brenner 
Phillip Brenner 
Mrs. Phillip Brenner 
Meyer Chizner 
Henry Davis 
Philip F. Feinberg 
Charles Fine 
Mrs. Isidor Fine 
Jesse J. Fine 
Prof. M. Finltelstein 
Jacob A. Fortunoff 
Harry A. Freedman 
Barnett Gabriel 
Jacob Goell 
Mark J. Goell 
Milton Goell 
Victor Gleichenhaus 
S. H. Goldberg 
David Goodstein 
Abraham Ginsburg 



Aaron Gottlieb 
Philip Gottfried 
E. Greenberg 
Louis J. Gribetx 
Henry H. Gross 
Max H. Haft 
Louis Halperin 
Harry A. Harrison 
Max Henfeld 
Henry Holtzmann 
Joseph Horowitz 
Mrs. Joseph Horowitz 
George Jablow 
Joseph Jacobs 
Louis N. Jaffe 
Arthur Joseph 
David B. Kaminsky 
Abraham Kaplan 
Samuel Katz 
Samuel Koff 
S. H. Kugel 
Frank Levey 
Isaac Levingson 
Cyrus Levinthal 
Aaron Lewis 
Harry Liberman 
H. J. Lipman 
Max Lovett 
Leib Lurie 
Meyer Nemerov 
K. I. Ostow 
Louis Parnes 
A. Posner 



Hyman Rachmil 
Mrs. Hyman Rachmil 
I. Jerome Riker 
Meyer A. Rosen 
Morris Rosenfeld 
Ira L Rosenson 
M. M. Rutchik 
Jacob Rutstein 
Nathan Salwen 
M. Mendel Schachne 
Frank Schaeffer 
Mrs. J. M. Schwartz 
Mrs. N. T. Schwartz 
Nathan T. Schwartz 
Solomon Schwartz 
Isaac Siegmeiitor 
Louis Simon 
William I. Siege! 
Dr. Moses Spatt 
Samuel Stark 
Irwin Steingut 
Samuel Strausberg 
Sol Sussman 
Samuel A. Telsey 
Herman Triebitz 
Harris Weingold 
Albert A. Weinstein 
Louis Weinstock 
Mrs. A. A. Weinstein 
Morris D. Wender 
Mrs. I. Wiener 
Albert Witty 
Mrs. Albert Witty 



CENTER TO ADOPT CONSECRATION SERVICE FOR GIRLS 



AT a recent service on Saturday 
morning, Rabbi Levinthal discus- 
sed the great need of a special service 
that shall have the spiritual influence 
for girls that the Bar Mitzvah service 
has for boys. He told of the custom 
adopted by the orthodox Jewish com- 
munity in England, which, under the 
guidance of the Chief Rabbi, has per- 
mitted such a service, with the condi- 
tion that it be known as a Consecration 
and not a Confirmation service, the lat- 
ter term bearing a distinct Christian 
connotation. 

Rabbi Levinthal appealed for the 
Center's adoption of this custom, and 



judging by the hearty response which 
the Rabbi's words evoked, the members 
can look forward to such a service on 
the Festival of Shebuoth, in 1936. 

The reason such a service cannot be 
held this year is because it is the plan 
of the Rabbi to have these girls take a 
special course of study in Hebrew, 
religion, and history, and thus prepare 
themselves for the important event in 
their lives. 

Details of the requirements for the 
Consecration Service are now being 
prepared, and in the next issue of the 
Review a further announcement will 
be made. 



CONGRATULATIONS POUR IN UPON 
RABBI LEVINTHAL FOR HIS BOOK 
ON JUDAISM 

RABBI LEVINTHAL, whose new 
book on "Judaism — An Analysis 
and Interpretation" has recently ap- 
peared, has been flooded with con- 
gratulations from leading scholars — 
both rabbis and laymen. 

We quote briefly from a few of these 
letters which the Rabbi received : 

Professor Louis Ginzberg, recog- 
nized leading authority on Rabbinic 
Law: "Your 'Judaism' is a good Jew- 
ish book, written with a good deal of 
common sense in excellent English." 

Dr. Moses Hadas, Instructor of Clas- 
sic Languages at Columbia University : 
"I am impressed with its sincerity, 
scholarship, sweet reasonableness, and 
good humor — the last not the least im- 
portant, because so much that is said 
on the subject is apt to degenerate to 
bickering and polemic." 

Dr. John Haynes Holmes, whose 
commendation was published in the last 
issue of the Review, writes again: "I 
shall add it proudly and happily to my 
permanent library of Jewish books, 
which I value highly. I hope the book 
may have the success it so richly de- 
serves". 

Rev. Dr. Louis I. Newman, rabbi 
of Temple Rodeph Shalom in New 
York : "American Jewry needs liter- 
ature of exactly this kind, and I am 
confident you will find a host of readers 
who will echo my sense of gratitude 
at the service you have rendered to the 
cause of the Jewish religion." 

Rabbi Samuel J. Levinson, of Tem- 
ple Beth Emeth of Brooklyn, and Pres- 
ident of the New York Board of Jew- 
ish Ministers : "Was fascinated by its 
contents. . . . May the book have a 
circulation worthy of the cause to 
which it is dedicated." 

Rabbi Jacob Bosniak, of the Ocean 
Parkway Jewish Center: "The book 
tills a genuine need in our English lit- 
erature. I only want to state that you 
are doing for the masses what Pro- 
fessor Schechler did in his time for 
Jewish scholars." 

Albert Mordell, distinguished liter- 
ary critic, author of the classic biogra- 
phy of Whittier: "It is bound to win 
over backsliders and to correct anti- 
Semitic notions. As literature it is a 
masterpiece. Your genius — I must call 
it — for introducing Agadah and Mi- 
drash and even your own metaphors — 
is amazing. . . . The learning and the 
broadmindedness are equally impres- 
sive. I am proud of you for you have 
put life into the dry bones of theology." 
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COMING 

COURSE ON "PSYCHOLOGY OF 
EVERY DAY LIFE" TO BE DELIVERED 
AT THE CENTER DURING MARCH, 
APRIL AND MAY 

Under the joint auspices of the 
Forum and Education Committee and 
the New York City Board of Educa- 
tion, a course of lectures will be given 
on Wednesday evenings during the 
months of March, April and May by 
Dr. Ernest L. Baker, psychologist and 
lecturer. 

The first lecture on March 6th will 
be entitled "Truth and Fallacies About 
Your Inheritance". In this lecture Dr. 
Baker will give an outline of the bio- 
logical background of your own nature. 
How your heritage produced you and 
what your character qualities are. 
Fallacies in popular conceptions of in- 
herited traits. This is the basis of self- 
understanding. 

On the following Wednesday eve- 
ning, March 13th, the subject will be 
"Your Character in Action", a study 
of your basic impulses. Natural laws 
governing the expression and control 
of your abilities, instincts and emotions. 
Knowledge of how to adapt your im- 
pulses to modern life so that they will 
become your servants rather than 
your becoming their slave. 

The subject of his lecture on March 
20th will be "Understanding and De- 
veloping Your Mental Abilities". On 
Wednesday evening, March 27th he 
will speak on "How Your Disposition 
Developed". 

Admission to the entire course will 
be free to all, members as well as non- 
members. 



JAMES WATERMAN WISE TO SPEAK 
ON HIS EXPERIENCES IN RUSSIA ON 
FEBRUARY 18th 

The speaker at our Forum on Mon- 
day evening, February 18th, at 8:30 
o'clock, will be James Waterman 
Wise, author, lecturer and editor of 
Opinion. 

Mr. Wise, son of Rabbi Stephen 
S. Wise, is one of the outstanding of 
the younger lecturers of our day. He 
is the author of "Swastika, the Nazi 
Terror", "Jews are Like That", etc. 
He has compiled "Nazism: An As- 
sault on Civilization", and is a contrib- 
utor to leading periodicals in the 
country. He has recently returned 
from a trip to Russia and his lecture 



LECTURES 

on "Russia As I Saw It" will deal 
with experiences in that country. 

Admission will be free to members 
of the Center upon presentation of their 
1935 membership cards. To all others 
there will be a charge of twenty-five 
cents per person. 



ALBERT MORDELL, NOTED LITERARY 
CRITIC TO ADDRESS CENTER FORUM 
— MONDAY, FEBRUARY 25th 

"Judaism and Modern View of Sex" 
will be the subject of an address to be 
delivered at our Forum on Monday 
evening, February 25th, at 8 :30 o'clock, 
by Mr. Albert Mordell, author, lectur- 
er and literary critic. 

Mr. Mordell has recently published 
"Quaker Militant; John G. Whittier", 
based on the life of the famous Ameri- 
can poet, which received very favorable 
comment. He has also written a num- 
ber of other successful books, among 
them "The Shifting of Literary Val- 
ues", "The Erotic Motive in Litera- 
ture", "Dante and Other Waning Clas- 
sics", etc. 

Admission will be free to members 
of the Center upon presentation of 
their 1935 membership cards. To all 
others the charge will be twenty-five 
cents each. 



"IS FAMILY LIFE CONDUCIVE TO 
SOCIAL PROGRESS" TO BE DEBATED 
AT THE FORUM ON MARCH Nth 

Dr. Edward N. Schoolman, noted 
psychiatrist of Chicago, and Dr. Sam- 
uel Schmalhausen, author of "Why We 
Misbehave", will debate "Is Family 
Life Conducive to Social Progress" at 
our Forum on Monday evening, March 
11th, at 8:30 o'clock. 

Dr. Schoolman is noted throughout 
the country, particularly in the middle 
West, as a keen and brilliant lecturer, 
who has the unique and welcome fac- 
ulty of presenting erudite subjects in 
clear and simple language without in 
any manner sacrificing the fundamen- 
tals of scholarship. He is a practicing 
physician and psychiatrist and an ex- 
cellent speaker. 

Dr. Schmalhausen is now specializing 
in the psychiatry of re-education. He 
has lectured extensively on psycho- 
analysis and has gained for himself a 
host of admirers and followers. 

Admission will be free to Center 
members and twenty-five cents to non- 
members. 
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RABBI LEVINTHAL TO SPEAK ON 
"THE HOPE AND SALVATION OF 
THE WORLD" THIS FRIDAY NIGHT 

This Friday night, February 15th, 
at our late services which begin prompt- 
ly at 8 :30 o'clock, Rabbi Levinthal will 
preach on the subject: "The Hope and 
Salvation of the World" — based on 
Sholem Asch's new book, "Salvation". 

This subject should prove of very 
great interest, and all our members and 
their friends are cordially invited to 
attend. 

Rev. Samuel Kantor will lead the 
Congregational Singing. 

DR. LIEBERMAN TO DISCUSS "THE 
DREAM OF A JEWISH HOMELAND" 

At the fourth lecture of the course 
on "The Many Sided Jew" given every 
Wednesday evening during the month 
of February, Dr. Elias Lieberman, 
noted poet and educator, will speak on 
the subject: "The Dream of A Jew- 
ish Homeland". In this lecture he will 
use illustrated material from Yehuda 
by Meyer Levin. 

In his concluding lecture of the ser- 
ies to be held on Wednesday evening, 
February 27th, "Dr. Lieberman will 
speak on "The Cosmopolitan Jew", 
The Advantages, Pitfalls, Comedy and 
Tragedy of His Position . This lec- 
ture will be illustrated by material from 
the famous book "Josephus" by Lion 
Feuchtwanger. 

Admission to these lectures are free 
to members of the Center and twenty- 
five cents each to non-members. 



DR. STEPHEN S. WISE TO SPEAK ON 
"IS THE AMERICAN JEW SAFE OR 
UNSAFE?" AT FORUM ON MON- 
DAY EVENING, MARCH 18th 

At our weekly Forum on Monday 
evening, March 18th, at 8:30 o'- 
clock, we shall have with us the famous 
orator, Rev. Dr. Stephen S. Wise. The 
subject of his address will be : "Is the 
American Jew Safe or Unsafe?" 

Dr. Wise is a figure who, once 
heard, is never forgotten. His voice, 
unsurpassed for richness of tone and 
range of melody, makes him the great- 
est orator of our generation. As usual, 
he will undoubtedly have a most in 
teresting message, and we want to ad- 
vise all members of the Center and 
their friends to please come early. 

Admission to this lecture will be 
twenty-five cents to Center members 
upon presentation of their membership 
cards for the current year. All others 
will be charged an admission fee of 
fifty cents. 
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COURSE OF LECTURES ON "APPRE- 
CIATION OF MUSIC" TO BE HELD 
ON TUESDAY EVENINGS BEGINNING 
FEBRUARY 26th 

The first of a series of eight lectures 
on "Appreciation of Music" will be 
held on Tuesday evening 1 , February 
26th. These lectures will be given un- 
der the joint auspices of the Sisterhood 
and the Forum Committee by Mr. A. 
T. Pushko ff who has written numerous 
newspaper and magazine articles on 
musical subjects and lias lectured ex- 
tensively on various phases of musical 
art. Mr. Pushkoff is also co-author of 
"Minute Biographies", "Great Mo- 
ments in 1 listory", etc., which he wrote 
under the penname of Alfred Parker. 

The subject of his first lecture on 
Tuesday evening, February 26th, will 
be "The Elements of Music", in which 
he will discuss : What is music? — writ- 
ten music a symbol — the composer, the 
instrument maker — the performer — 
Tone, Rhythm, Melody, Harmony, 
Form, Color Tones and partial tones — 
color — the instruments of the orchestra. 
Our reference system of tones — How 
our scales developed from the ancient 
Greek modes. Illustrations from Bell 
Telephone recordings. 

On the folowing Tuesday, March 
5th, he will speak on "Melody, Rhythm 
and Harmony" and in connection with 
this lecture he will treat : Fundamental 
rhythms — resemblance to poetry. What 
is good melody? — cadences — the me- 
chanics of sharps and flats — key signa- 
tures — major and minor modes — the 
tempered scale. Harmony — vertical 
and horizontal aspects — counter-point 
— consonance and dissonance — the 
Helmholtz explanation — Overtones — 
Pythagoras and the E string. Illus- 
trations from Beethoven, Schumann, 
Brahms. 

On March 12th he will discuss "Har- 
mony and Structure". This lecture will 
treat : History of harmonic develop- 
ment — the Greek modes — Plainsong, 
Organum — Faux Bourden, the climax 
of polyphony in Palestrina. Analysis 
of simple songs and compositions from 
structure — ABA and Bondo forms. Il- 
lustrations from Greek and early 
Church music. 

These lectures will be continued on 
Tuesday evenings, March 26th, April 
2nd. 9th. 16th and will be concluded on 
April 30th. 

Admission to the entire series will 
be free to Center members. Non mem- 
bers will be charged an admission fee 
of 25 cents for every lecture or one 
dollar for the entire course of eight 
lectures. 



LONGFELLOW AND WHITMAN 
EVENING NEXT SUNDAY EVENING 

A Yiddish program based on the 
works of two famous American poets, 
Walt Whitman and Henry Wadsworth 
Longfellow, has been arranged for 
Sunday evening, February 17th. 

Dr. James Globus, Yiddish writer 
and lecturer on literary topics, will 
speak on the works of the two poets. 
He will be followed by Dr. Abraham 
Ascn, who will read a few of the Yid- 
dish translations he has made from the 
poems of Longfellow and Whitman. 
Dr. Asen lias to his credit a number 
of books of translations from some of 
the greatest world writers. He is also 
a contributor to the Jewish Morning 
Journal. 

Admission to the lecture will be free 
to all. Members of the Center and 
their friends are cordially invited. 



FORUM LECTURES at the CENTER 

( Held every Monday evening 
Throughout the Season) 
Feb. 18th — James Waterman Wise, 
editor and lecturer. Subject: 
"Russia As I Saw It". 
Feb. 25th — Dr. Albert Mordell, au- 
thor and literary critic. Subject: 
"Judaism and the Modem View 
of Sex". 

March 4th — Speaker to be announ- 
ced. 

March 11th — Debate on "Is Family 
Life Conducive to Social Prog 
ress?" Dr. Edward N. School- 
man, noted psychiatrist of Chi- 
cago, vs. Dr. Samuel D. Schmal- 
hausen, author of "Why We 
Misbehave". 



MISCELLANEOUS ACTIVITIES 



PARENT TEACHERS ASSOCIATION 
OF HEBREW SCHOOL TO HOLD IN- 
TERESTING MEETING FEBRUARY 27th 

Mr. Emanuel M. Edelstein, a mem- 
ber of our Hebrew School Faculty will 
be the speaker at the next meeting of 
the Parent Teachers Association which 
will be held on Wednesday evening, 
February 27th, at 8:30 o'clock. Mr. 
Edelstein recently visited Russia and 
Palestine and his lecture will deal with 
impressions of these two countries. 
Mrs. I. Wiener, President of the Asso- 
ciation, will preside. 

All parents as well as their friends 
are cordially requested to attend. 



Aside from the thought of gradu- 
ation looming up ahead of us, several 
social functions are being arranged. A 
little cooperation on the part of the 
membership will assure us many good 
times. 

The membership committee cordially 
invites all Center juniors — ages four- 
teen to seventeen — to enjoy with us 
and partake in these many happy 
affairs. 



MEN'S CLUB MEETING— FEB. 28th 

The next meeting of the Men's Club 
of the Center will be held on Thursday 
evening, February 28th, at 8:30 o'clock. 
Further details regarding program will 
be announced shortly. 



YOUNG FOLKS LEAGUE CALENDAR 
OF FUTURE EVENTS 

Wednesday evening, March 6th — 
Dance, Entertainment and Frankfurter 
Roast. 

Saturday evening, March 16th — An- 
nual Formal Supper Dance. 

— also — 
Informal Social Meeting every Mon- 
day evening immediately following the 
Forum, in the Social Room. 



INTERMEDIATE BOYS 

To the Intermediate Boys Club of 
the Center January proved to be a 
very joyous month. The boys coming 
down to the meeting two weeks after 
the regents examinations showed by 
the broad grins on their faces that they 
had all passed. However several of 
the boys appeared rather morose. The 
cause of this morbidness was the 
thought of leaving their Alma Mater 
at the end of this term. To these boys 
we offer our congratulations: Jerome 
Kurshan, Albert Schwartz and Phil 
Feldman. 



B. J. C. BASKETBALL TEAM TO PLAY 
MORRIS PARK CASEYS FEBRUARY 17 

The team representing the Brooklyn 
Jewish Center will play the Morris 
Park Caseys next Sunday evening, 
February 17th. A preliminary game 
will be held between the married men 
and single men. 

The Center team is now greatly 
strengthened with new additions which 
will assure a most interesting game 
next Sunday evening. 

Admission to the game will be fifty 
cents. 



[22] 



Brooklyn Jewish Center Review 



"ANOTHER LANGUAGE" TO BE PRO- 
DUCED BY CENTER PLAYERS 
IN MARCH 

The successful Broadway produc- 
tion, "Another Language" will be pre- 
sented by the Center Players during the 
month of March. 

The following cast has been chosen 
by the dramatic director of the Center, 
Mr. Joseph H. Davidson: Bess R. Sil- 
berg, David Shapiro, Sidney Portnow, 
M. Greenfield, Milton Balsam, Bess 
Barnett, Bernard Kapell, Sylvia Bos- 
kowitz, Israel Seeger, Jerry Bronstein 
and Arnold Silberg. 

Hank Robbins is the Business Man- 
ager and Toby Packer the Production 
Manager of the Players. 

"THE PEPS" 

Several innovations recently tried 
out by the "Peps", the Girls Junior 
Club, have been very successful. Chief 
among these is the newly organized 
Glee Club under the musical baton of 
Irene Kantor. Each Saturday night, 
different types of songs are sung by 
lusty throats. Some of the future pro- 
grams will include college songs, Pa- 
lestinian songs and folk music. 

Two very interesting meetings were 
enjoyed, at which important topics 
were discussed. One was the compar- 
ative status of women in Germany and 
in Russia. Mr. Goldman of the boys' 
club delivered a lecture on the early 
civilizations. The Peps are looking 
forward to the Purim celebration which 
we expect will be a masquerade. 

The Peps, which meet every Satur- 
day night at 8:00 o'clock always wel- 
come new members. Center members 
of the ages from thirteen to sixteen are 
eligible. 

DAILY SERVICES 

Morning Services at 7 :00 and 7 :30 
o'clock. 

Mincha Services at 5:15 P. M. 



NEW MEMBERS 

(Continued f) om Page 11) 
The following have applied -for rein- 
statement as members of the Center: 

Belfer, Louis 

Widower Retired 

Res. — 26 Court Street 
Levin, Philip A. 

Married Clothing 

Res. — 1-343 Crown Street 

Bus. — 54 East Broadway, N. Y. 

Prop, by Abraham Ginsburg 
EMANUEL SREENBERG, Chairman 
Membership Committee 



JUNIOR LEAGUE 

The last meeting of the Junior 
League proved to be a very successful 
one. The members were enjoyably en- 
tertained by the guest speaker of the 
evening, Mr. Ira Silberstein. His 
topic was "The Evolution of Scenery 
in the Theatre", which touched upon 
the essential points of this topic. 

The number of members at this 
meeting was surprisingly large, but 
not large enough. Mr. Goldman, the 
amiable director of the club, expressed 
a desire to have more young folks at- 
tend the meetings. Anyone from the 
age of sixteen to eighteen is welcome 
to attend. 



BON VOYAGE 

Best wishes for a pleasant vacation 
are extended to the following mem- 
bers of the Center: 

Mr. and Mrs. Phillip Brenner who 
left for a trip to Florida. 

Mr. and Mrs. Hyman Rachmil who 
left for California to visit their chil- 
dren, Mr. and Mrs. Lewis J. Rachmil. 

Mr. and Mrs. Samuel Feldman who 
left for a trip to Miami Beach, Florida, 
for one month. 



PERSONALS 

Best wishes for a speedy and com- 
plete recovery are extended to the fol- 
lowing members of the Center: 

Mrs. Joseph M. Schwartz who suf- 
fered a fractured leg. 

Mr. R. Albert who is confined to his 
home on account of illness. 

Congratulations and best wishes are 
extended to Mr. and Mrs. I. Stark of 
1715 Newkirk Avenue upon the en- 
gagement of their daughter, Priscilla 
to Mr. Lester Geller of Brooklyn. 

SISTERHOOD MEETING— THURSDAY 
EVENING, FEBRUARY 28th 

An important meeting of the Sister- 
hood of the Center will be held on 
Thursday evening, February 28th, at 
8 :30 o'clock. 

The presence of all women of the 
Center is cordially requested. 



THE SABBATH 

Kindling of Candles at 5 :14 P. M. 
Friday Evening Services at 5 :15 
o'clock. 

Sabbath Morning Services (Parsha 
Tetzave) will commence at 8:45 A. M. 
Rabbi Levinthal will preach on the 
Weekly Portion of the Torah. 

Junior Congregation Services in the 
Beth Hamedrash at 9 :30 A. M. 



IN MEMORIAM 

It is with deep regret that we an- 
nounce the death of 

MILTON DANZIGER 
of 1556 Carroll Street, who departed 
this life February 9, 1935. 

To the family of the deceased and 
to the relatives and friends, the Cen- 
ter extends its sympathy and condo- 
lence. 



MR. FINE URGES CENTER MEMBERS 
TO PURCHASE COPIES OF RABBI 
LEVINTHAL'S NEW BOOK 

An appeal has been issued by Mr. 
Isidor Fine urging members of the 
Center to purchase copies of Dr. Lev- 
inthal's book on "Judaism — An Analy- 
sis and an Interpretation". 

Mr. Fine is chairman of Rabbi 
Levinthal's Sermons Publication Com- 
mittee which has taken upon itself the 
task of helping spread this book among 
the members of the Center and their 
friends. The book deals with interest- 
ing problems on Judaism and should 
be in the home of every Center mem- 
ber.. Please secure your copy at once. 
Price $2.50 each. 



WHAT OF RELIGION IN PALESTINE 

{Continued f>om Page 10) 

Whenever I hear the complaint of 
lack of religious observance on the part 
of the Chalutzim, I am reminded of an 
anecdote told about Rabbi Kook. One 
day there came to him some people who 
angrily asked why he was silent at the 
spectacle of some Chalutzim eating 
forbidden food and smoking on the 
Sabbath. Rabbi Kook answered : "What 
are you crying about? In our ancient 
Holy of Holies only the High Priest 
could enter — and even he only once a 
year, on the Day of Atonement. But 
while the Temple was being built, the 
carpenters, the painters and the other 
laborers entered as frequently as they 
wished, even in their dirty boots. Leave 
our young people alone — they are build- 
ing!" 

Need anything more be added to 
these wise and holy words ! The Cha- 
lutzim are building a Temple of Jewish 
Life. Once that Temple will be built 
it will encompass a "Holy of Holies" 
that shall bring the Jew closer to his 
faith and to his God. 



Flat bush 
Memorial Chapel 

WM. SHERMAN & SONS 

Funeral Directors 



DIGNIFIED AND DISTINCTIVE 
SERIICES AT HOME OR 
CHAPEL 

1283 CONEY ISLAND A VE. 
BROOKLYN, N Y. 

Mldn ood 8-3300 
Branch: 125 Varct Street Pl'Iaski 5-0167 



Beauty of surroundings and com- 
munal fitness were chiefly considered 
by the Brooklyn Jewish Center in its 
choice of cemetery grounds. It found 
a perfect choice in the old Montefiore 
Cemetery at Springfield, L. I. Its sub- 
division there is one of the finest loca- 
tions dedicated to the honoring of 
those who have passed on. 

• • • 

m 

Since these plots were acquired by 
the Center at a special price they can 
be offered below market value, and 
are available to non-members as well 
as members. Special arrangements 
can be made for payments. 



For further information 
write to 

THE BROOKLYN JEWISH CENTER 

667 Eastern Parkway Brooklyn, N. Y. 



TREE MARK 



TREE MARK SHOES 

are the 

CORNER STONES of FOOT HEALTH 

They are designed by shoe scientists and 
made by the most skilled craftsmen. Their 
purpose is to provide the wearer with the 
maximum comfort. 

Tree-Mark Shoes, for all their high quality, 
are reasonably priced — from $6.95. With 
every pair of Tree-Mark shoes goes the 
scientific service which assures you of per- 
fect satisfaction. 




Tree-Mark Podiatrists are al- 
ways at the service of our cus- 
tomers. There Is no charge for 
feet examination. Avail yourself 
of this service. 



TREE MARK 




TREE MARK 









TREE MARK 









FREE 

A new booklet on the Care of 
the Feet will be sent to you by 
the Tree-Mark Shoe Company 
on receipt of your name and 
address. 




6 DELANCEY STREET 

NEW YORK 
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Maimonides As A Physician 

By JOSEPH FELDMAN, M. D. 



The Position Of The Jew In 
Communist Russia 

By EMANUEL M. EDELSTEIN 



The New Boy 

By IRVING OBLAS 



A Negro Hears Heinz Liepmann 



MARCH 
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$3750 ! 



Thirty-seven hundred and fifty dollars is a 
lot of money. But that is what the Brooklyn 
Jewish Center saved in one year when it 
changed from a coal heating furnace to a 
Simplex Oil Burner. The burner, with the 
installation, cost $3,500. The Center there- 
fore not only gained a new, modern, efficient, 
heat generator, but received $250 as a bonus 
for its enterprise. 

The same profitable deal that the Center made 
you can make too. Install the 

SIMPLEX OIL BURNER 

in your home. You will gain a sootless, 
trouble-less, automatic, economic furnace, and 
save enough money to pay for it many times 
over. 



Ask for information and estimates 

SIMPLEX 

OIL BURNING SYSTEMS 

EVE RITE UTILITIES CORPORATION 

Distributors 
256 FLATBUSH AVENUE EXTENSION 
Brooklyn, N. Y. Tel. CUmberland 6-2664-5 
N. A. Arvins, President 





Wedding 
Decorations 

Our Speciality 



WE CARRY A COMPLETE LINE OF 

FRUIT BASKETS 



FOR EVERY OCCASION 



THE BROOKLYN JEWISH 
CENTER'S OFFICIAL FLORIST 



Dickens 2-4000 



'It is not the father but the invitation that gives 
the bride away" 



Established 1887 



ENGRAVERS, PRINTERS and STAMPERS 

Specialists in Engraved 

Wedding Invitations 
Wedding Announcements 
Bar-Mitzvah Invitations etc. 

also engraved business and professional stationery 



137 GRAND STREET 

(near Broadway) 

NEW YORK 
HYMAN SIEGEL, Manager 

(Member of the Brooklyn Jewish Center) 



Telephone: CAnal 6-4413 
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TO THE CREDIT OF ENGLISH 
JEWRY 

ENGLAND numbers only about 
250,000 Jews, a number that we 
find in one section of Brooklyn, 
.such as Brownsville, alone. America 
has about four million Jews. And yet 
the little community across the sea 
has to its credit Jewish cultural 
achievements which must put our large 
community to shame. 

It is in England that there has been 
j)rocluced the finest edition of the Pen- 
tateuch with a running' commentary in 
the English language, that we have 
ever had, — a commentary that makes 
the knowledge of our Holy Writ ac- 
cessible to every man or woman who 
desires it. 

And now comes the happy news, 
again from England, that there is be- 
ing published in that land, under the 
supervision of Chief Rabbi Hertz, and 
under the editorship of Rabbi Dr. I. 
Epstein and a distinguish group of 
scholars, a complete unabridged Eng- 
lish translation of the Talmud, — a 
task which leaders in American Jewry 
have often discussed but never had 
the courage to undertake. 

In fact, eight volumes of this set 
are practically completed and will ap- 
pear during the end of this month. 
The eniret set will comprise about thir- 
ty volumes. We feel confident that 
American Jewry will grasp the oppor- 
tunity to avail itself of this privilege 
to delve into the ancient teachings of 
the Talmud, now that it appears in 
the language which they all can read. 

British Jewry, the scholarly Board 
of Editors and the Soucino Press in 
England are to be congratulated upon 
the great achievement of placing with- 



in the reach of those who cannot read 
the original, the first really scientific 
rendering in English of a text hitherto 
almost unintelligible except to experts. 



THE NETWORK OF RABBINIC 
INFLUENCE 

THE Jewish Theological Seminary 
of America, in an interesting 
booklet which it has recently 
published and in which are described 
the manifold departments of learning 
sponsored by this outstanding institu- 
tion, gives a striking picture of the 
distribution of the Seminary gradu- 
ates who are serving as Rabbis. The 
total number of such Rabbis occupy- 
ing positions is 228. They are to be 
found ministering to congregations in 
108 cities, in 31 States in the United 
States, 8 cities in Canada, and one in 
Great Britain. 

The interesting fact to be observed 
in this account is that the distribution 
of Rabbis in various cities follows 
closely the proportion of Jews to the 
total population of the country. Thus, 
for example, California has six Rab- 
bis, Texas 4, Colorado 1, Oregon 1, 
Alabama 1, Pennsylvania 19, Connec- 
ticut 11, Massachusetts 12, New Jer- 
sey 18, and New York 85. In most 
States of the Union, when there is no 
Seminary graduate, there is less than 
one per cent of Jews. 

The figures credited to each State 
are ample proof that the Jewish com- 
munities in America have reached the 
stage where they recognize that their 
numerical growth must go hand in 
hand with their spiritual growth, for 
which only an institution like the Sem- 
inary can provide. 



TWENTY YEARS OF THE MATZ 
FOUNDATION 

THE Hebrew and Jewish press 
throughout the world noted in 
most commendable terms the 
tenth anniversary of the founding of 
the "Israel Matz Foundation for He- 
brew Writers." For the first time in 
modern Jewish life, a Jewish Maece- 
nas has arisen to take under his benign 
shelter the poor, the disabled and the 
forsaken among those who have en- 
riched our Hebrew literature. In these 
ten years, the trustees of the Founda- 
tion have spent in subsidies to such 
needy writers or families of writers 
the sum of almost $80,000. More than 
eighty of such families, — some repre- 
senting names that have made out- 
standing contributions to Hebrew lit- 
erature, — have been assisted in month- 
ly stipends. The Center is proud of 
the fact that the founder of this Foun- 
dation, who set aside $100,000 of 
stock in his company for this sacred 
task, is a fellow Brooklynite. It is 
also proud of the fact that its Rabbi 
is privileged to be one of the trustees 
governing this Fund ever since its 
foundation. 

The Review joins world Israel in 
congratulating the Matz Foundation 
and its founder on this historic an- 
niversary, and to express the hope that 
others might be influenced by this 
unique and noble example. 

—I. H. L. 



EDITORIAL BOARD 

Louis J. Gribetz, Chairman 
Joseph Goldberg Joseph Kaye 

Dr. Israel H. Levinthal 

Henry Seinfel, Cliairman, Advisory 
Board 
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THE POSITION OF THE JEW IN 
COMMUNIST RUSSIA 



IN the long centuries of persecution 
and suffering the Jews have always 
found solace and comfort in their 
religion and culture. The more intense 
the torment at the hands of their fel- 
low-men, the more enthusiastic was 
their study and learning, and the more 
significant became to them the ideals 
of their tradition and culture. They 
learned to seek and find compensation 
in the religion of their fathers and in 
the lessons taught to them by their 
prophets and great thinkers, for the 
denials of economic and political rights 
which they suffered. The Jews have 
habituated themselves in their long 
years of exile to the deprivation of ma- 
terial privileges, and instead have clung 
mightily to their inherent spiritual 
values. 

The Jews in Russia are confronted 
today with a problem diametrically op- 
posed to the one which they have en- 
countered for centuries ; they find 
themselves in an entirely novel situa- 
tion and are at a loss of how to grap- 
ple with it. The Jews in Soviet Russia 
are completely emancipated as to their 
civil rights, but the practice of religion 
and the study of the Hebrew language, 
if not officially forbidden, are tabooed, 
impeded and mocked at everywhere 
unofficially. The problem, it should be 
added, faces the older generation. The 
youth in Russia, or to put it more 
clearly, the most vital element of Rus- 
sian Jewry, hardly concerns itself at 
all with the new phases of their life. 
The question, therefore, arises: "Are 
we not witnessing a complete assimila- 
tion and Russification of a great part 
of our people, or will, perhaps, the 
Jewish genius be able to adapt itself 
to the new situation and retain, there- 
by, its old tradition and culture?" 

When I put this question before 
Jews in Russia the answer was prac- 
tically one and the same, although from 
two various standpoints: The father 
would answer that when a tree is cut 
down, the branches, too, are doomed 
to die, and since the Torah, "the tree 
of life," is forsaken, there is no hope 
for any Jewishness in Russia ; the son, 
with a care-free smile, in the dialectic 
fashion of the Communist, would give 
the reply : "Why must we have a dis- 



By EMANUEL M. EDELSTEIN 

tinctly Jewish group in our country? 
With the passing of the Jew, anti- 
Semitism will die a natural death." 

"And what about Lenin, who said 
that every nationality comprising Rus- 
sia has a special contribution to make 
towards the progress of the land?" I 
would ask. 

"Even so," my young informant 
would argue, "why must we contribute 
in Hebrew or in Yiddish, if we can do 
so better in Russian? And then, the 
Jews were never a distinct group in 
Russia, in the same sense as the Uk- 
rainians, the Tartars and others were, 
since we never lived in a given area, 
all by ourselves." 

The precariousness of the future 
Jewish life in Russia is also increased 
by the fact that there exists practically 
no relationship or contact between the 
Jews in the Soviets and the Jews else- 
where. The Jews in Russia are utterly 
ignorant of what is going on in the 
world outside, except, of course, of 
such news as has a direct bearing upon 
class struggle or upon the "exploita- 
tion" of the Arabs by the Zionists in 
Palestine. I was amazed to hear how 
little even the nationalist Jews knew of 
our activities in Palestine and else- 
where. I arrived in Russia about two 
months after Bialik died, and I found 
Jews who still were not aware of it, al- 
though they were once, and perhaps 
still are, ardent Zionists, and know 
some of Bialik's poems by heart. 
Many Jews learned of the great 
poet's death from the few very sym- 
pathetic remarks made about him by 
Gorky at the Ail-Russian Congress 
of writers in Moscow, during the end 
of August. 

The Yiddish "Ernes" did have an 
article on Bialik, but, comparatively 
very few Jews read that paper. 

When I spoke to intelligent, middle- 
aged people, former leaders in their 
communities, about the assassination 
of Arlosoroff in Palestine, and the 
subsequent trial and acquittal of two 
members of the Revolutionist Party, 
they stared at me in bewilderment. 
Some of them vaguely knew about the 
revisionists, but none ever heard of the 
murdered leader, and those who had 



some knowledge about the case ad- 
mitted that they thought the mur- 
dered man was Sokoloff. 

I was the guest of honor in the 
home of a Rabbi in a fair-sized town 
in the Ukraine. This town was once 
a lively, commercial center ; it had 
among its inhabitants very rich and 
influential Jews. Many Zionists and 
revolutionaries of later days breathed 
the fragrant air of this still beautiful 
although very poor garden city. It had 
13 synagogues (of which three still 
exist), Hebrew schools, Maskilim, 
Chassidim, Misnagdim, — in a word it 
was a typical pre-revolutionary Rus- 
sian city in the pale of settlement, 
seething and pulsating with Jewish 
life and activity. Now, all Jewish cul- 
tural life has ceased there. It is true 
that the Jews have two public schools, 
conducted entirely in the Yiddish lang- 
uage and attended by Jewish boys and 
girls, but the cultural contributions of 
these schools to the Jewish needs of 
the city is practically nil. 

But to return to my visit with the 
Rabbi. When I told my very attentive 
audience that there are hundreds of 
thousands of Jews in America attending 
synagogues, tens of thousands of chil- 
dren studying the Hebrew language, 
a multitude of Jewish organizations in- 
terested in the work of Palestine, aid- 
ing the suffering Jews in Europe, boy- 
cotting German goods and even assist- 
ing in the colonization of the Jews in 
Russia, the Rabbi — a very learned man 
— raised himself from his seat, mo- 
tioned everyone to do likewise, and of- 
fered the famous blessing: "That He 
let us live .... to this time!" 

No sooner was this pathetic scene 
over, and a woman entered the house 
followed by three children each car- 
rying two chickens — eight in all — and 
asked the Schochet, who was also 
among the Rabbi's visitors, to have the 
chickens killed, for tomorrow they 
were to have a "Brith" at her neigh- 
bor's house. I was a bit startled : a 
circumcision ceremony in Russia? and 
eight chickens too ? It was my turn 
now to say the blessing, but the Rabbi 
stopped me, saying: "Yes, we still 
cling to our old ways, but who will 
(Continued on Page 18) 
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MAIMONIDES AS A PHYSICIAN 



By JOSEPH FELDMAN, M. D. 



BEFORE discussing 
the position of 
Maimonides in the 
history of medicine, let 
me briefly state the facts 
of his life. 

He was born in Cor- 
dova, Spain, on March 
30, 1135. His family 
traces its descent through 
Judah Hanasi, the com- 
piler of the Mishna, back 
to the royal house of 
King David. He was a 
member of a distin- 
guished, highly trained, 
scholarly family, of Ra- 
bonim and Dayanim. His 
father, Maimon, was a 
judge in Cordova, and 
also a mathematician, an 
astronomer and an ex- 
pert Talmudist. It was 
from him that Maimoni- 
des received his aptitude 
for Science and Philoso- 
phy, and it was from him 
he received his instruc- 
tions in Jewish lore. 

In those days Cordova 
was the home of Euro- 
pean culture. For the 
Jews, Cordova had be- 
come the center of Jew- 
ish learning and author- 
ity ; there they founded 
their first academy, in 
960, gradually replacing 
and transferring the cen- 
ters of learning from 
Sora and Pumbeditha, in 
Rabylon, to Cordova, in 
Spain, and there they 
continued to live in peace 




(Courtesy Jewish Daily Forward) 

MAIMONIDES 

and Contentment, pursu- Whose Eight Hundredth Birthday Anniversary the World is Now Celebrating 

in their vocations in com- 



merce and their avocations in philoso- 
phy and literature. 

Cordova continued to progress and 
was at the height of her glory when 
a fanatic tribe of destroyers, the Al- 
mohades, waged war against the peace- 
ful inhabitants of Spain. In 1148 Cor- 
dova fell into the hands of these peo- 
ple, who, with fire and sword, turned 
the peaceful city into a place of ruin 
and a den of chaos. Intolerance and 
religious persecution then reigned high 
and the Maimonides family was forced 
to escape. For ten years they wan- 



dered from town to town in Spain, and 
eventually settled in Morocco, in the 
city of Fez, in the year 1159. Fez was 
the only university town in Morocco. 

Throughout this period of stress and 
wandering Maimonides kept to his 
studies, displaying a conspicuous abil- 
ity. In Fez he took up the study of 
medicine as a means of earning a live- 
lihood, although his supreme passion 
was for theology and philosophy. 

His acquaintance in Fez with several 
Mohammedan scholars and his thor- 



ough knowledge of the 
Arabic language made it 
easy for him to study the 
Arabic translations of 
Aristotle and other phil- 
osophical and medical 
works, and aroused in 
him the interest in meta- 
physics which influenced 
the rest of his life. 

Hut the religious per- 
secution which made life 
hitter in Spain spread to 
northern Africa and 
Maimonides resolved to 
continue his wanderings. 
In April 1165, he, with 
the other members of his 
family, sailed for Pales- 
tine. At that time Pales- 
tine was under the Chris- 
tian rule. The Jewish 
population was small, 
barelv numbering 1,000 
families, and these were 
scattered throughout the 
country. They were poor, 
both materially and in- 
tellectually, so that the 
environment was uncon- 
genial to Maimonides. 
He was therefore obliged 
to resume his travels and 
came to Egypt, where 
there were larger and 
more prosperous Jewish 
communities. Providence, 
it appears, had decreed 
that the second Moses 
should come to the home 
of the first Moses. 

Maimonides settled in 
Cairo and there he spent 
the rest of his life. It 
was in Cairo that his in- 
tellect expanded to its 
fullest extent, and his litcrarv activities 
brought forth their finest products. 

S physician Maimonides devoted 
himself to the practical side of hu- 
man conduct and has connected the ma- 
terial interest of life with the highest 
idealism. His' tremendous medical prac- 
tice, his exalted position as Court Phy- 
sician, and his many treatises on medi- 
cal subjects have established his fame 
as the greatest medical authority of his 
time. 

(Continued on next Page) 
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Originally conceived in Arabic, the 
many medical manuscripts of Mai- 
monides have been translated mainly 
into Hebrew and Latin and, to a lesser 
extent, into German and French. All 
those works bear similar characteris- 
tics in that they all invariably com- 
mence with a short, prayer to God and 
are usually dedicated to some distin- 
guished person, for whom they were 
expressly prepared. 

In medicine, Maimonides showed the 
influence of Aristotle, for he was a 
Rationalist in the sense that he be- 
lieved in testing all things by the in- 
tellect. He was disinclined to accept 
blindly mere authority for truth and 
relied mainly on his own experience. 
In all his medical treatises he mani- 
fested familiarity with the writings of 
the older and more reputable author- 
ities. 

Living in an age in which the be- 
lief in magic and incantations was 
quite prevalent, and in a country where 
the wearing of charms and amulets 
was, and is even today, generally prac- 
ticed,! we find that Maimonides op- 
posed them, condemned them and con- 
sidered them abominations. 

OF all medical subjects, dietetics, 
hygiene and the prevention of di- 
sease were the favorite topics of Mai- 
monides. In his great work, the Misli- 
nah Torah, he devotes a great deal of 
discussion to the theoretical and prac- 
tical aspects of those subjects. Three of 
the fourteen volumes, the first, Sefcr 
Hamada, "The Book of Science," the 
fifth, Hilchoth Maachaloth Asuroth, 
"Treatise on Forbidden Foods," and 
the tenth, Scfcr Taharoh, "The Book 
of Cleanliness," are of particular in- 
terest to us from the medical and hy- 
gienic point of view. 

The "Book of Science" is devoted 
to the moral precepts of personal and 
physical hygiene and their practical ap- 
plication to life. Contrary to the ten- 
dencies of ascetism that prevailed in 
those ( days, Maimonides preached the 
importance of one's duty to his own 
body, and called attention to the moral 
that a healthy soul must have a healthy 
temple to dwell in. 

In the fourth chapter of this book, 
Hilchoth Deoth, a treatise on science, 
he restated this idea, emphasizing that, 
"A healthy, perfect body is an essential 
to the proper serving of God." 

To illustrate some of his ideas on 
the subject of dietetics, values of dif- 
ferent foods and their effect upon the 
digestive functions, I have endeavored 
to extract a few points from the or- 
iginal Hebrew of Hilchoth Dcoth. 



From Par. 2 : One should never eat 
except when one is hungry, nor drink 
except when one is thirsty, nor delay 
any of one's excretions, not even for 
one moment. One should not continue 
eating until his stomach is distended 
but should decrease his food to the 
proportion of one quarter of its ca- 
pacity. 

From Par. 6: One should eat those 
things that physic the body, such as 
raisins, figs, melons, cucumbers and 
fruits of the same species, these fruits 
to be partaken before the meal proper. 

From Par. 8: In Summer it is best 
to eat cold foods and not to use too 
much seasoning nor make use of acid 
things. In winter one should eat warm 
food with plenty of seasoning. 

From Par. 9: Old salted fish, old 
salted cheese, old salted meat, wine 
just from the press, foods of long 
standing which have acquired a bad 
odor, milk that has stood for 24 hours, 
should not be taken in, as they are 
poisonous to our system. 

From Par. 1 1 : One should abstain 
from the fruits of the trees before 
they are ripe. When they are fully 
ripe they are very nourishing. Figs, 
raisins and almonds are always good 
whether fresh or dry. 

From Par. 12 : Honey and wine are 
bad for children but healthy for old 
people, particularly in the winter. In 
the Summer one should eat two-thirds 
of what one eats in the Winter. 

From Par. 13: One should take care 
that his stomach is always relaxed. If 
constipated one should have in the 
morning a mixture made up of rhey 
leaves seasoned with olive oil. Elderly 
people should take a portion of honey 
mixed with hot water, in the morning, 
wait four hours and then eat their 
regular meal. Repeating this procedure 
three or four days would bring relief. 

He concludes this important chapter 
with a reference to Public Hygiene 
and City Establishment, citing an or- 
dinance of 10 points, necessary to 
make any town a safe place to dwell 
in. They are: 

1 . A qualified physician 

2. Skilled surgeon 

3. Bathing facilities 

4. Proper sewerage 

5. Fresh water supply 

6. A House of Prayer 

7. A school for children 

S. An accountant or Scribe 
9. A charity organization 
10. A court of Justice 

In Volume 5 of Mishnah Torah we 



find an extensive chapter of 17 parts 
exclusively devoted to an exhaustive 
and detailed deliberation on dietetics, 
called Hilchoth Maaclialoth Asuroth, 
"Treatise on Forbidden Foods." A 
medical treatise bearing the same title 
was written in Arabic by Maimonides 
and dedicated to the famous Sultan 
Saladin. A Latin translation of this 
book under the name, "Tractatus dc 
Cibis J / ctitis — a rare edition — is to be 
found in the Library of the Surgeon 
General in Washington. 

The 10th volume, called Scfcr Taha- 
rah," Book of Cleanliness," is an ex- 
position of hygienic principles pertain- 
ing to the prevention of communicable 
diseases. 

Chapter 1 : Hilchoth Tuinath Ha- 
ntcth, is devoted mainly to a discussion 
of rules and regulations associated with 
the handling of those who died of com- 
municable diseases. 

ANOTHER chapter, Hilchoth Tu- 
inath Zoraath, is taken up with an 
elaborate discussion of persons afflicted 
with communicable diseases, modes of 
prevention, and ways of isolation. 

Still another chapter, Hilchoth Me- 
tallic Mishkiw Umoshuv, is devoted to 
an outline of rules and regulations of 
sexual relationship, and the prevention 
of those diseases caused and transmit- 
ted by sexual contact. 

In order to diffuse and disseminate 
this knowledge and to implant these 
ideas in the hearts and the minds 
of the Jewish masses, it seemed imper- 
ative to Maimonides to have those 
great medical and hygienic principles, 
and their application to daily life in- 
corporated as ftlitzi'oth, as command- 
ments, or laws of God, the fulfillment 
and the carrying out of which meant 
the preservation of personal health, 
common welfare and the prolongation 
of life. Violating them, or failure to 
keep them, was considered a sin, the 
penalty of which spelled disease and 
shortening of life. 

To illustrate his ideas on prevention 
and disinfection of diseases I have 
translated two of his dicta, extracted 
from this very volume: 

Dictum 1 — "Just so as a man who 
establishes contact with a contagious 
disease becomes a carrier of the in- 
fection, so do also the utensils em- 
ployed by him become infectious." 

Dictum 2 — "Let this be a general 
rule, the diseased individual, by his 
contact, does infect men, clothing, 
utensils of china, pottery and metal. 
{Continued on Page 16) 
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THE NEW BOY 

By IRVING OBLAS 



A BELL suddenly punctuated the 
din that arose as the laughing, 
gossiping boys and girls seated 
themselves in the immense dining-room 
of the Jewish Children's Home. It 
rang and rang, its shrillness increasing 
until the scraping of chairs, the clat- 
ter of silverware, and the shouting of 
voices had gradually subsided into a 
squeak or two, a few whispers, and 
here and there, the tinkle of a spoon 
upon a glass. 

A moment of silence — during which 
a few children squirmed uneasily in 
their seats and others cleared their 
throats. An awkward, tense moment 
tor the six hundred children constrain- 
ed to an unnatural quietness by the 
commanding symbol of authority. Like 
greyhouds straining at their leashes, 
they awaited the signal of release. 

A second bell rang. And before it 
had died away, a new tumult began. 
It was the weird, chaotic clamor of 
hundreds of children of all ages and 
of both sexes lifting their voices in 
prayer. "Boruch ato adonoy elohenii 
inelcch ho-olcm ha-motzi leclicm min 
ho-orctz." they chanted, each in a pe- 
culiarly individual style. A few shouted 
boisterously, others intentionally dis- 
torted the words into meaninglessness, 
and most of them mumbled the words, 
mechanically, indifferently. But few 
children spoke quietly and piously. 

One of these few was Isaac, the 
"new" boy, who had been admitted to 
the Home only a few days before. A 
pale-faced, curly-haired boy of twelve, 
sitting stiffly with thin sensitive hands 
clasped on his lap. Gravely, with re- 
ligious fervor, he recited the prayer in 
a gentle yet passionate voice; undis- 
turbed, although the boy at his left 
shouted raucously and a boy opposite 
him made a grab for the bread plate. 

Before the prayer had even been 
completed there developed at Isaac's 
table a sudden onslaught upon the 
food. From all angles, arms, long and 
short, stretched across the table and 
converged, like the tantacles of an oc- 
topus, upon the various food pans. Af- 
ter the general scramble hands with- 
drew clutching triumphantly slices of 
bread — some of them mangled. Those 
fortunate enough to secure the dish 
pans of mashed potatoes and meat loaf 



This is the first published story by Irving 
Oblas. The "Brooklyn Jewish Center Re- 
view" welcomes new writers and has in- 
vited the submission by them of stories, ar- 
ticles or poems. Naturally, the character 
of the "Review" makes it preferable that 
the material it publishes bear a Jewish 
interest. 

"The New Boy." by a coincidence, was 
submitted at the time when the American 
press carried many stories about the 
Brooklyn Jewish boy who ran away from 
home to study for the rabbinate. The un- 
usual religious zeal displayed by this boy 
is to be found !n the "Isaac" of this story 
and gives Mr. Oblas' work an authenticity 
which may seem lackin'g to many readers. 



lost little time in heaping their plates 
with ample portions. 

But so absorbed had Isaac been in 
the prayer that for several minutes he 
remained in the same passive, trance- 
like attitude, rigid, motionless, eyes 
dreamily fixed upon the unseen, hands 
lying limply in his lap. The prayer 
had evoked memories of other days 
at his father's table, the piety of the 
diners, his own timid, awesome re- 
spect of his elders .... 

When finally he did "snap out of 
it" as the mocking boys remarked, he 
noticed with a distressful look that 
the bread plate fairly gleamed in its 
emptiness. It contained scarcely more 
than a few scattered crumbs. He 
opened his mouth as if to protest, 
then silently shrank back in his chair. 
He was not accustomed to such a 
wild scrimmage for food, unable to 
comprehend the selfish callousness of 
his tablemates. At home he had sil- 
ently waited to be served. 

The stubby, dull-faced boy who sat 
at Isaac's right — and whom everyone 
called "Goofy" despite his own in- 
sistence upon the use of Sam as his 
right name — looked with pitying eyes 
at the new boy. 

"Sav,, don't vou wanna eat any- 
thing ?"" 

Isaac shook his head. 

Sam shoved his own slice of bread 
before Isaac. "Here, take this. I'll go 
and get some more stuff to eat. No 
use starving for nuthing." 



Isaac watched the boy disappear 
into the pantry with the meat pan 
and the bread plate in his hands. Sor- 
rowfully, he fingered his slice of 
bread. All about him was incessant 
chatter, children eagerly devouring 
food, noise — noise — everyone seem- 
ingly excitable and happy — except 
himself. 

"Why don't you wake up, Ike?" 
shouted one of the boys at his table. 
*'You can't be asleep and eat at the 
same time." 

Isaac's face flushed. "My name's 
Isaac," he said quite simply. 

"Well, if the greezed ain't getting 
stuck up! Your name's Ike, and don't 
forget it." 

General snickering followed this ul- 
timatum. Isaac's knees trembled. 
Greezer — Ike — greezer — Ike .... He 
gri])ped the tablecloth and leaned for- 
ward, staring with burning eyes at the 
mocking faces about him. "Red" Co- 
hen — the boy who had hurled the bru- 
tal retort — huge head, bull-doggish 
face, sneering at him; Jack (once 
Jacob) Katz, laughing; Fred, who 
looked more like an Irishman than a 
Jew; "Whitey," the blond boy from 
Mexico ; and the others, all taunting 
the "new" boy for the fun of the 
sport, the usual custom. But with Isaac 
the epithets rankled, added the sting 
of mortification to the many disap- 
pointments that embittered him. 

ALL of a sudden, unable to control 
himself, he excitedlv waved his 
hands in the air and burst into a tor- 
rent of lashing words which not only 
startled his own tablemates but those 
nearby. In perfect Yiddish he shout- 
ed, "So I'm a greezer? Well, I'm just 
as good as any of you — a better Jew — 
a good Jew. You're a bunch of rotten 
kids, without respect for prayer, for 
anyone — grabbing all the bread. I wish 
I could get out of this ugly disgusting 
place. I'm sick of all of you — -I hate 
everything you do. You can't make 
fun of me that way — my name's not 
Ike and you know it. How I wish 1 
could leave — right awav — right now — 
1 .... " 

On and on he plunged, bitterly, ve- 
hemently, speaking so rapidly that his 
words became garbled and indistinct. 

{Continued on next Page) 
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The boys heard him with open mouths 
and staring eyes. Sam stood spell- 
bound with the dish pan in his hands, 
a councillor, hastening to intervene, 
halted, transfixed by the boy's fury, 
Isaac's face reddened, he stumbled 
over his words, almost choked him- 
self, and then, coughing wearily, he 
lapsed into an embarrassed silence. 

At first no one spoke. Then "Red" 
laughed, a somewhat forced laugh as 
if he felt ashamed — though he would 
be the last to admit it. "We didn't 
understand a word of all that, Ike. 
Why don't you speak English. We 
don't know Yiddish. Think of anyone 
spouting Yiddish — here — to us." 

II 

THAT was the trouble. These boys 
were not Jewish — not to Isaac any- 
way. They couldn't speak Yiddish, 
even understand it, they acted like 
goyem rather than Jews. Six hundred 
boys and girls of Jewish parentage — 
all types, all races intermingled in the 
orphanage. An investigator in search 
of the typical Jew would be completely 
baffled by this queer, ill-assorted lot of 
children. And yet, despite their obvious 
differences, most of them emerged 
from the melting pot thoroughly assi- 
milated, almost all became alike in 
their desire not to be different. In this 
process much of their inherent Jewish- 
ness — their mannerisms, customs, 
ideals — was discarded, as is inevitable 
when children are inculcated from 
early childhood with the language, tra- 
ditions and morals of a new land. 
Isaac, born and reared on European 
soil, could not understand all this. Here 
he was a foreigner in a community of 
Jewish children which consisted of 
very few Jews. 

For Isaac came of an orthodox fam- 
ily, emigrants from Rumania. He had 
attended public school, but he had 
never really emerged from the little 
world of Jewish orthodoxy that his 
father forced upon him. He had play- 
ed and studied within the narrow con- 
fines of a transplanted clan. 

In the Home he could clearly per- 
ceive the sharp contrast between his 
background and that of most of the 
other children. Many of them, with but 
a few years of family life, had not 
been so thoroughly conditioned by the 
direct influence of devoutly religious 
parents as Isaac. He had been so 
thoroughly imbued with the spirit of 
his people that his affection for his re- 
ligion was of a spontaneous nature. He 



possessed an inveterate love approach- 
ing veneration for the Talmud, the his- 
tory of his race and its ceremonies — 
all of which he studied with an en- 
thusiasm that required little probing. 

But in the Home an altogether dif- 
ferent atmosphere prevailed, a "re- 
form" atmosphere which to Isaac 
seemed practically non-Jewish. While 
Yiddish was not prohibited, no one 
spoke it, except visiting relatives. Few 
understood it and still less could speak 
what Isaac regarded as his native 
tongue. Whenever he tried to converse 
in Yiddish with those who knew it 
well, he always met with rebuffs or 
inattention as if they were afraid that 
their knowledge, were it publicly 
known, might cast a social stigma upon 
them. 

On his first Friday in the Home, 
Isaac's spirits rose. At 5 o'clock in the 
afternoon, he rushed up to the dor- 
mitory, skipping every two steps and 
singing joyfully. It was time to bathe 
and dress in preparation for the Fri- 
day evening services which are held 
in the Home's own synagogue. 

In the shower room, while scrub- 
bing Sam's back, Isaac hummed an 
old Yiddish tune. He overwhelmed 
Sam with questions. "Do you like the 



TO H. A. G. 

(Appeal While Awaiting You — 
Alone in the Dark) 

There's a sharp tattoo 

On my window pane ; 
There's a rushing wind 

driving on the rain . . . 

Oh, make me strong to bear it ! 

There are figures silent, 

crouching that wait; 
They're the ghosts that are 

darkly sealing my fate . . . 

Oh, give me courage to bear it! 

There are thoughts I have 

that frighten me; 
There are Things I need 

to bring light to me . . . 

Oh, give me knowledge to bear it! 

There's a terror of Things 

unknown to me. 
There's only your presence 

to set me free . . . 

Oh, give me your love to bear it ! 



services?" he asked. "Who's the rab- 
bi ? How long does it last ? Where 
can I get a prayer book? . . . ." 

Sam mumbled a few unintelligible 
answers. He couldn't understand 
Isaac's excitement nor Isaac himself : 
yet he was drawn to Isaac because of 
a common bond. Both boys were dif- 
ferent from the other children, both 
subject to constant ridicule and deri- 
sion. Sam's crime was that of being 
below normal in intelligence. Drawn 
to Isaac by pity, he admired the boy 
without comprehending him in the 
least except that Isaac, too, seemed 
out of place. And besides, Isaac was 
the only one who called him Sam in- 
stead of the odious nickname of 
Goofy. 

At last, ready to march to the 
synagogue, the boys in Isaac's dor- 
mitory lined up in the aisle and 
awaited the customary cursory in- 
spection by the councillors. Isaac 
stood in his place behind Sam, hold- 
ing in one hand a frayed, weather- 
beaten cap. But he didn't care about 
its condition. His mind was occupied 
in imagining what the services would 
be like. 

(Continued on next Page) 



ON READING OLD LETTERS 

Do you ever look back to those far 
days, 

So long ago now they seem, 
When you trembled to hold me close in 
your arms — 
Or is it some fast-fleeting dream? 

I took out those letters so poignantly 
dear 

And read them to comfort me, 
And I wept for the loss of those ex- 
quisite days 

For the things that never again shall 
be. 

Oh, my dear, what has happened to all 
our love? 

Is it changed in so few years? 
Did we really lose its intensity? — 

Or is it covered by worldly fears ? 

If the cloak were removed, would it 
still be there, 

Lovely and bright as before? 
Is it only hidden by material cares? 

Or is it gone forever more? 



TWO POEMS 

By SYLVIA WIENER GROSS 
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A Negro Hears Heinz Liepmann 

By H. B. 



THE NEW BOY 

(Continued from preceding Page) 

"Say, what's the cap for?" "Red" 
Cohen shouted as he pushed his way 
into the line. 

Isaac turned around. "Why . . . for 
the synagogue . . . you know . . . ." 

Cohen laid a .sympathetic hand on 
Isaac's shoulder. "Listen, Ike. This 
is reform services. We don't wear 
hats in the synagogue — that's ortho- 
dox nonsense. Take my advice and 
cluck that cap before Mr. Weinberg 
sees you with it." 

Isaac shuffled out of line and an- 
grily tossed the cap into his locker. 
His smile of fond anticipation had 
faded into one of bewilderment — and 
fear. His head hanging to one side 
and hands stuffed into his pockets, he 
slouched back to his position in the 
line. 

WHEN he took his seat in the syn- 
agogue he discarded for a mo- 
ment the feeling of sin and ignominy he 
had experienced upon entering such a 
holy place with head uncovered. His 
curious eyes roamed about the large 
auditorium and eagerly encompassed 
everything": the solemn rows of stiff, 
upright benches, the lofty ceiling with 
blue stars studding it, the low hang- 
ing chandeliers, the perpetual lamp 
casting an eerie redness upon the slid- 
ing doors of the altar — and the altar 
itself which, like a God of vast di- 
mensions crowned with tablets of 
stone, and standing stiffly with out- 
stretched arms, presented a picture of 
ponderous austerity and severe dig- 
nity. Isaac's eyes riveted themselves 
upon the altar. It seemed to him a 
monument of unsurpassed beauty. 
He revered it, knowing it was the 
holy guardian of the Torah. 

The soft notes of the organ, min- 
gling with the musty, still air that 
pervaded the synagogue suffused 
Isaac's inner being with a pleasant 
warmth of spiritual satisfaction. He 
sighed deeply, happily. Meanwhile a 
wave of whispers swept through the 
synagogue. Children squirmed rest- 
lessly in their seats. Some contended 
for more space, some opened and 
shut the prayer books with noisy im- 
patience. Here and there a boy would 
wink to a girl across the aisle and 
even wave his hand. Frequent ad- 
monitions from councillors sometimes 
stilled the more playful children — and 
sometimes resulted in an outburst of 
protests and angry retorts. 

Isaac was conscious of this under- 
current of noise but in his blissful 



LAST night I heard Heinz Liep- 
mann, the author, talk on "Mur- 
der made in Germany." Never 
before did any speaker impress me as 
much as this small man, bent a little 
from his experience, cat-like in move- 
ment, frightened, shifting his deep, 
piercing eyes constantly. He was very 
nervous, always moving ; his hands 
caressed the water bottle; he turned 
the glass upside down and put it right 
side up; he changed his papers — he 
moved across the stage ; he brushed his 
brow with his handkerchief — opened 
his mouth and uttered words which 
struck at the heart of every listener. 

He apologized for his poor English 
and his uncouth oratorical attempts. 
True, he knew not the ways of a Cicero 
but he possessed a quality unknown to 
any famed follower of Demosthenes. 
Here was a man talking in a strange 
tongue, and pleading for the lives of 
thousands. Here was a man beaten by 
other men because he dared to speak 
the truth. Here was a Modern Hero ! 

Herr Liepmann told of the lives of 
unfortunates in "state health resorts," 
concentration camps, places of living 
Hell ! He was so moved by memories 
that he couldn't describe his personal 
experiences. It was enough to state, 
simply — "I will never be well again." 
What a thought ! A young man just 
out of his twenties, constantly har- 
assed by a fear of jealous enemies 
lurking in dark alleys, in hallways, pos- 
sibly even in his very audience — wait- 
ing for a chance to strike at a simple 



state he was magnanimous enough to 
overlook it ; although now and then he 
cast an annoyed look at someone whis- 
pering or tittering nearby. 

Several minutes after everyone had 
been seated, a side door at the front 
of the synagogue opened and the sup- 
erintendent in a frock coat and bare- 
headed entered. Before ascending the 
pulpit, he paused and, with hands on 
his hips, surveyed the audience which 
almost instantly shrank back into a 
tense silence as if frozen by the dull- 
ness of his stern inspection. Involun- 
tarily Isaac lowered his head and a 
cold shiver darted through him. ex- 
tinguishing as it were the warmth of 
a moment before. 

The services began. But to Isaac's 



human voice crying out for suffering 
thousands. What a view for a young 
man aspiring to be a writer who has 
his whole future before him ! How 
many times did the thought of his 
friend's suicide come to him along 
with that of his contemplated own ! 
Yet he plunged onward, striving on 
alone against heartless tyrants. Men 
who are condemned unfit to raise 
their own children. Men declared men- 
tally unbalanced! Yet, these rule a na- 
tion that once ruled a world. A na- 
tion that gave leaders in society, phil- 
osophy, and art. How long can they 
"putsch" on ? 

We are the only ones who can say, 
"They shall not 'putsch' on !" But say- 
ing is not enough. To quote Mr. Liep- 
mann, "Those with words will always 
lose to those with guns." If we main- 
tain an interest in our government, and 
events of the day, if we all "hang to- 
gether," if we all fight together, not 
with weapons but with the privilege of 
every citizen, then, and only then can 
we blot this awful blur on history's 
records. Voting, keeping active in our 
political circles, being conscious of 
what's happening around us, these are 
our weapons. Arm yourselves imme- 
diately — Make right the wrong done. 

And to quote that silver-tongued or- 
ator of Germany, that golden calf 
worshipped by ignorant innocents, that 
excuse of a man, that thing called a 
Leader — "Things MUST change" — 
and they will — "DON'T FORGET !" 



dismay most of the prayers and re- 
sponses were in English. He mumbled 
these mechanically as did the other 
children ; for to utter them with pas- 
sionate sincerity only rendered the ef- 
fect more disappointing. The words 
fell flat, lifeless. Isaac's eyes smarted 
when he first realized this. He longed 
so much to hear the sacred beauty of 
the Hebrew prayers! He longed for 
the pious old men with flowing beards, 
shoulders covered with talethim and 
foreheads and arms adorned with the 
yarmulke and tefillin. swaying and 
chanting in the shule as he had often 
seen them, and for the familiar sense 
of reverence and humility that had al- 
ways gripped him during the cere- 
mony. 

(Continued on Page 20) 
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The "REVIEW'S" Own Names Contest 

Read Instructions on Next Page and Win 

A Prize 




No. 5 James De Rothschild, Jesse I. Strauss, William Pechter, David 
Yellin, Felix M. Warburg, H. J. Lipman, Charles H. Bellin, 
Philip Gottfried, Bernard S. Deutsch, Jacob Magidoff. 




No. 6 Phillip Brenner, Maurice Brooks, Israel Elfenbein, William 
Paley, Alexander Lyons, Philip Guedalla, Rosika Schwimmer, 
Maurice Helfand, Joshua Sprayregen. 




Puzzle cartoons devised and drawn by HAL SEECER 



Brooklyn Jewish Center Review 
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Names Contest 



On the preceding page is the second set of puzzles in the Brooklyn Jewish Center 
Review's NAMES CONTEST. 

A reprint of the first 4 puzzles will be found on 
page 23. Contestants can send in both installments 
now. NO MORE REPRINTS WILL BE MADE. 
There are to be 20 puzzles. See how many you can solve. If you are as 
smart as you think you are we will reward you with a prize. One of the names listed 
below each cartoon is the correct one. 

DIRECTIONS and RULES 
Study each cartoon. Write in what you think are the correct names on the 
coupon below, together with your name and address. Enclose 10c with each set of 
four answers to defray the clerical cost involved, and mail to: Brooklyn Jewish 
Center, 667 Eastern Parkway. 

You can send in as many sets of replies as you wish, but each set must be ac- 
companied by 10 cents. The date of the closing of the contest will be announced in 
the third installment. Anyone can enter the contest, member or non-member, and 
at any time. The replies however must be mailed as soon after the cartoons ap- 
pear as possible but not later than the fifth of the month following the publication 
of each issue. 

41 PRIZES 

will be awarded to those solving all the puzzles. These prizes are in addition to 
the great fun you will have and the satisfaction of an intellectual attainment. 
The prizes, as befits their source, are: — 

I Membership (Worth $50.) 

5 Lockers for the Gymnasium (Worth $50.) 

5 Cards for Hydropathic treatments in the Gymnasium 

25 Guest Cards 

5 copies of "Judaism — An Analysis and An Interpretation", 
by Dr. Levinthal, autographed by him. 
If you are a member, and already own one or more of the above privileges, 
you can exercise your sleuthing abilities for the laudable purpose of introducing 
a friend to the Center. 

THE JUDGES ARE: 
Joseph M. Schwartz Henry Seinfel Louis J. Gribetz 
Joseph Goldberg Joseph Kaye 
Naturally the members of the judges' families are barred from the contest. 
SOLUTION COUPON FOR FEBRUARY— Number I 

No. I 

No. 2 

No. 3 

No. 4 

Contestant's Name and Address: 



SOLUTION COUPON FOR MARCH— Number 2 

No. 5 

No. 6 

No. 7 

No. 8 

Contestant's Name and Address: 



SIXTH ANNUAL CONVENTION 
of the NATIONAL FEDERATION 
of JEWISH MEN'S CLUBS 

By Maurice Bernhardt 

W1IEX I accepted the invitation to 
act as one of the delegates of 
the Brooklyn Jewish Center at the 
Sixth Annual Convention of the Na- 
tional Federation of Jewish Men's 
Clubs of the United Synagogue of 
America, 1 surely believed that an op- 
portunity was afforded me of combin- 
ing business and pleasure, and accord- 
ingly, I joined the migration to Lake- 
wood. 

1 mu.it confess that I spent very 
little time in the open and I make the 
further confession that I added very 
little to the results of the convention, 
outside of being a very attentive listen- 
er. It was awe-inspiring to see some 
two hundred men, most of whom had 
never met before, sit down and discuss 
their common problems, make sugges- 
tions, exchange information and arrive 
at definite conclusions as to what pro- 
gram to follow in the future. 

Dr. Elias Margolis, of Mt. Vernon, 
in delivering the main address of the 
convention, appealed to the younger 
element to try to find out what Ju- 
daism meant. He maintained that most 
of those who were denying or criticiz- 
ing Judaism or apologizing for being 
Jews, were ignorant of what Judaism 
really meant and were the ones who 
were making no attempt to find out 
what it was all about. Has one the 
right to criticize if he does not know 
about that which he is criticizing? 
Rabbi Margolis quoted from Rabbi 
Levinthal's book "The tragic faith of 
Judaism lies in the fact that we have 
become indifferent to it. Judaism 
would welcome even a healthy opposi- 
tion ; it cannot withstand indifference. 
If we could only learn to discuss more, 
to question more, to reason more about 
Judaism, I am confident that Judaism 
would be the gainer". 

Dr. Margolis begged the younger 
men to make the synagogue the center 
of their activities and not a place where 
we went only with our troubles and 
where Kadesh was said. He appealed 
to the younger men to get behind the 
Rabbis and give them their support and 
stated that only then would the Rabbis 
be able to fulfill their duty and become, 
as they were of old, the Teachers and 
the Leaders of their people. 



{Continued on Page 18) 
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DR. LEVINTHAL'S BOOK 
RECEIVES WIDE APPROBATION 



FROM every part of this land, tri- 
butes of congratulations are pour- 
ing in upon Rabbi Levinthal for 
his book "Judaism — An Analysis and 
An Interpretation", which recently ap- 
peared. 

Dr. Josiah Penniman, Provost of the 
University of Pennsylvania, writes : 
"You have "set forth clearly and in a 
scholarly way the basis of Jewish ideas 
— social and religious. . . . The book is 
one that should be read by Christians, 
as well as by Jews, for there is alto- 
gether too much ignorance of each 
other on the part of these two groups." 

Prof. Samuel S. Cohen, Professor 
of Theology, Hebrew Union College 
in Cincinnati : "I heartily congratulate 
you on this fine work, even though in 
a number of details we do not seem 
to see eye to eye. . . . Your congrega- 
tion has great cause to rejoice in the 
nature of your instruction." 

Professor Shalom Spiegel, Jewish 
Institute of Religion : "It is a rich, a 
graceful, and a Jewish book. Rich — 
every page bespeaking intimate study 
and loving labor of thought on the 
subject. Graceful — for its ease and lu- 
cidity of presentation captivate the 
reader at once. Jewish — even in its 
manner, so ably reviving the art of the 
Hebrew homily, the Midrash." 

Rev. Dr. S. Parkes Cadman : "It 
appeals to me as a book of first rate 
importance." 

Rev. Dr. Julius H. Greenstone, Gratz 
College, Philadelphia : "It will prove a 
source of inspiration not only to the 
layman but also to many a Rabbi who 
will obtain through this book guidance 
and direction as to the manner in which 
he should convey these precious lessons 
to the community with which he hap- 
pens to be entrusted." 

Rev. Dr. Louis M. Epstein, of Bos- 
ton : "Appreciate the beauty of style, 
the delightful play of rabbinic quota- 
tions with your characteristic interpre- 
tation of them, and the earnest attempt 
to reason profoundly together with 
your readers on the various aspects of 
Jewish life and Jewish belief." 

Louis J. Moss, President of the U- 
nited Synagogue of America: "You 
have succeeded in presenting the sub- 
ject in a fascinating yet scholarly man- 
ner. ... In plain language and with a 



wealth of homely illustration, you have 
developed the rationale of much that 
commonly is believed to rest on nothing 
more substantial than outworn tra- 
dition." 

Rev. Dr. Israel Goldstein, of New 
York: "It is a skillful, indeed a mas- 
terly exercise in the traditional method 
of Jewish homiletics, which you have 
developed into a great art. . , . Sets a 
standard for Jewish preachers." 

Rabbi Joseph Miller, Congregation 
Shaare Torah, Brooklyn : "I wish there 
would arise in our minds a Maecenas 
who would make it possible to place 
your book in the hands of every Jew- 
ish young man and woman. 

Hon. Herman Bernstein, former U. 
S. Minister to Albania : "You have 
succeeded in making your scholarly 
work accessible to the average reader, 
and in interpreting the teachings and 
ideals of Judaism with broad sympathy 
and keen understanding." 



EXCERPTS FROM LEADING REVIEWS 

Professor Louis Finkelstein, in The 
New Palestine : "Now he appears to 
us in a new role, that of the philosopher 
of Judaism. In a series of beautiful 
essays he analyzes various problems of 
Jewish faith and doctrine, and shows 
how these difficult technical subjects 
can be made as clear and as interesting 
as any drawn from current life. . . . 
Obviously the task of making abstract 
questions of belief as fascinating as 
they are made in this book is not easy. 
But he has succeeded in such measure 
that the volume will serve a good in- 
fluence, not only in spreading infor- 
mation, but in extending the use of the 
method which he has invented and 
which he follows." 

Dr. S. Margoshes, in the "Jewish 
Day": "He is one of our few English- 
speaking and English-writing rabbis 
who draw liberally on the Midrash. To 
say that in his choice of his midrashic 
tales, so illustrative of his points at 
issue, Dr. Levinthal is felicitous, is to 
understate the case. Much fairer is the 
statement that in his dextrous use of 
the hagadic elements and of our folk- 
lore generally, he exhibits a quality of 
mind bordering on genius. Not since 
Jellenik has the Hagadah, which Bialik 
terms the heart as opposed to the Ha- 
lakah which he calls the head of our 



tradition, been employed to such ex- 
cellent purpose. Dr. Levinthal knows 
how to mingle facts with fancy, argu- 
ments with artistry, positive religion 
with parables and poetry. lie has writ- 
ten a most delightful as well as a most 
illuminating book." 

The New York Post : "Dr. Levinthal 
has written a fine analysis and inter- 
pretation of such aspects of Judaism 
as bear upon the Idea of God, Judaism 
and Science, Ethics, Messiah, Labor 
and Palestine in his book, Judaism. 
. . . Readable and well documented." 

The Cleveland (O.) News: "His 
book will help Jews and non-Jews to a 
realization of this age-long vitalizing 
force." 

The Palo Alto (Cal.) News: "The 
reader is frequently amazed at the dex- 
terity with which Dr. Levinthal inter- 
prets Talmudic statements in the light 
of today. Although he is an outstand- 
ing erudite, Dr. Levinthal's style is not 
heavy and these chapters are easily 
read. . . . Will be welcome by all who 
seek to learn more of the Jewish heri- 
tage and teaching." 

The Jewish Daily Bulletin : "The 
real truths for which the Jew has lived 
throughout the ages are presented by 
Dr. Levinthal in his book with clarity 
and in a most popular form. . . . For 
the Jews, Dr. Levinthal's book is a self 
analysis. For the Gentiles this book 
is the key to the Jewish soul." 

Rabbi Abraham Burstein. in the 
Brooklyn Jewish Examiner : "We have 
not sufficient superlatives at our dis- 
posal with which to pidise Dr. Levin- 
thal's newest book. . . . Perhaps the 
clearest and soundest popular analysis 
of the fundamentals of Judaism to ap- 
pear in our times." 

Peter Wiernick, in the Jewish Mor- 
ning Journal: "Deserves a distinguish- 
ed place in the literature of this sub- 
ject, because it is the work of a thinker 
and a scholar who understands what 
to say to an American audience." 

Rabbi Abraham M. Heller, in the 
Flatbush Jewish Center News : "For 
the student and the layman, Levinthal's 
Judaism is not only a guide but an in- 
spiration as well. . . . His book of ser- 
mons warmed many Jewish hearts, but 
his Judaism will do even more. It will 
teach and inspire the readers to a bet- 
ter understanding and greater love for 
Judaism as a religious civilization." 

The Jewish Courier, of Chicago : 
"This volume will be cordially welcom- 
ed by both Jew and Gentile, for it is 
a clear and refreshing discussion of the 
fundamental concepts of Judaism pre- 
sented in popular style ..." 
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NEWS 

DR. STEPHEN S. WISE— FORUM 
SPEAKER— MONDAY, MARCH 18th 

The speaker at the weekly Forum 
of the Center on Monday evening, 
March 18th, at 8:30 o'clock, will be the 
Rev. Dr. Stephen S. Wise, famous o- 
rator, Jewish leader and Rabbi of the 
Free Synagogue in Xew York. 

This will be Rabbi Wise's annual 
visit at the Center and our Forum au- 
dience may expect a rare treat. 

The subject of Dr. Wise's address 
on that evening will be "Is The Amer- 
ican Jew Safe or Unsafe?". 

The charge for admission to this lec- 
ture will be twenty-five cents to mem- 
bers of the Center upon presentation 
of their 1935 membership cards. To 
all others the charge will be fifty cents 
per person. 



DR. BAKER IN A COURSE OF LEC- 
TURES on "PSYCHOLOGY OF EVERY- 
DAY LIFE" WEDNESDAY EVENINGS 

"Psychology of Everyday Life" is 
the subject of a course of lectures given 
at the Center on Wednesday evenings 
at 8:15 o'clock during the months of 
March, April and May. These lectures 
are given by Dr. Ernest L. Baker, no- 
ted psychologist and lecturer, and ar- 
ranged jointly by the Forum and Edu- 
cation Committee of the Center and the 
Xew York 'City Board of Education. 

Admission to all these lectures is free 
to all, members and non-members. 

On March 20th Dr. Baker will speak- 
on "Understanding and Developing 
Your Mental Abilities", and in pre- 
senting it he will give an explanation 
of the powers and abilities of the mind, 
and how they may be measured, or- 
ganized and directed to useful achieve- 
ment : a stud}' of mental traits and 
their relation to individual and person- 
ality differences. 

"How Your Disposition Developed" 
will be the subject of Dr. Baker's lec- 
ture on March 27th. He will discuss 
the importance of knowing how your 
early environment shaped your mental 
and emotional habits. A study of re- 
pression, inhibition, tension and con- 
flict as they may thwart your self-un- 
derstanding, self-command and block 
your mental power. 



BROOKLYN CELEBRATION OF THE 
800th ANNIVERSARY OF THE BIRTH 
OF MAIMONIDES AT THE CENTER 
APRIL 8th 

On Mondav evening, April 8th, a 
borough-wide celebration of the 800th 
anniversary of the birth of Moses 
Maimonides will be held at the Center 
under the auspices of the Brooklyn 
Jewish Ministers Association. 

The Forum Committee, in its desire 
to cooperate with the Rabbis of Brook- 
lyn and to afford the Forum audience 
an opportunity to attend this celebra- 
tion, has decided to close its present 
season on that evening. 

The Forum lectures will be resumed 
in the Fall, as usual. 



PROF. SCOTT NEARING TO ADDRESS 
CENTER FORUM MARCH 25th 

The speaker at the Forum on Mon- 
day evening, March 25th, will be Prof. 
Scott Xearing, well known sociologist, 
author and lecturer. 

Prof. Xearing has recently returned 
from a trip abroad where he made an 
extensive stud}' of economic and social 
conditions in various parts of Europe. 
He is the author of many books dealing 
with economic and social questions. 
He was formerly Professor of So- 
cial Science and Dean of the College 
of Arts and Sciences, Toledo Uni- 
versity. 

Admission to the lecture will be 
free to Center members and twenty- 
five cents to non-members. 



COURSE OF LECTURES ON "APPRE- 
CIATION OF MUSIC" GIVEN AT THE 
CENTER ON TUESDAY EVENINGS 

A course of lectures on "Apprecia- 
tion of Music" is being given at the 
Center on Tuesday evenings by Mr. 
A. T. Pushkoff, author and lecturer on 
musical subjects. 

Due to the Purim holiday there will 
he no lecture on Tuesday evening, 
March 19th. The course will be re- 
sumed on March 26th, when Mr. Push- 
koff will speak on "Music from 1600 
to 1750". This subject will be contin- 
ued on April 2nd. On April f ^th he 
will speak on the subject : "The Trans- 
ition to Sonata Form". '"Mozart" will 
he discussed on April 16th. There will 
he no lecture on April 23rd due to the 
Passover holiday. The course will be 



concluded on Tuesday evening, April 
30lh, with a lecture on "Beethoven". 

Mr. Murray G laser will play selec- 
tions on the piano to illustrate Mr. 
Pushkoff \s lectures. 

Admission to the entire course is free 
to all members of the Center. The 
charge to non-members is twenty-five 
cents per lecture. 

JUDGE ANNA MOSKOWITZ KROSS 
TO PREACH AT SPECIAL WOMEN'S 
SERVICE THIS FRIDAY NIGHT 

In keeping with a tradition that has 
been maintained for the past several 
years, this Friday night, March 15th, 
promptly at 8:30 o'clock, the Sabbath 
preceding the Festival of Purim, will 
he devoted to a special women's ser- 
vice at our Center. 

Rabbi Levinthal is happy to announce 
as the guest speaker Hon. Anna Mos- 
kowitz Kross, a City Magistrate who 
has been very active in many Jewish 
and civic undertakings. Judge Kross 
will speak to the women of the congre- 
gation on the subject: "The Call to 
Jewish Womanhood". 

We hope that all of the women of 
our Center will attend this service, and 
the men, too, will be welcome. 

Rev. Samuel Kantor will lead the 
Congregational Singing. 

NEXT MEN'S CLUB MEETING 
MARCH 28th 

The Men's Club will hold its next 
meeting on Thursdav evening, March 
28th. at 8:30 o'clock. 

The committee, headed by Mr. H. 
J. Lipman, is now making arrange- 
ments for a most entertaining and en- 
joyable evening, in keeping with the 
fine programs given by the Men's Club 
in the past. Please reserve the date 
and make sure to attend. 



IMPORTANT SISTERHOOD MEETING 
THURSDAY EVENING, MARCH 28th 

The Sisterhood of the Center will 
hold an important meeting on Thurs- 
day evening, March 28th, at 8:30 
o'clock. The detailed program of the 
evening will he announced at a later 
date. 

All wives of Center Members are 
automatically members of the Sister- 
hood, and they are cordially invited to 
attend all the meetings. 
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PARENT TEACHERS ASSOCIATION 
OF HEBREW SCHOOL TO MEET 
MARCH 20th 

The next meeting of the Parent 
Teachers Association of the Hebrew 
School and Sunday School will be held 
on Wednesday evening, March 20th, 
at 8 :30 o'clock. 

INI rs. I. Wiener, the President, de- 
sires to announce as the speaker, Rabbi 
Levinthal who will speak on: "How 
Can We Teach Religion to Our Chil- 
dren ?" 

It is hoped that all of our members 
of this association will attend this meet- 
ing and make it as successful as the 
previous meetings have been. 



JUNIOR LEAGUE 

The Junior League is continuing its 
meetings every other Thursday. At 
the last meeting, Mr. Goldman led a 
discussion on the topic ; ''The Motion 
Picture as an Art and as An Industry". 

At our meeting on March 14 there 
was a discussion on the current sea- 
son in the Theatre. In addition, Mr. 
Goldman's plans include a series of in- 
formal talks by professional people on 
their respective professions. Young 
men and women, between the ages of 
16 and 21, are more than welcome to 
join us at our meetings. A social 'pro- 
gram is part of every meeting. 



BAR MITZVAH 

Congratulations and best wishes are 
extended to Mr. and Mrs. Max H. 
Levine upon the Bar Mitzvah of their 
son, Herschel, on March 16, 1935. 



The following have applied for mem- 
bership in the Brooklyn Jewish Center: 

Hellach, Max 

Married Retired 
Res. — 632 Alabama Avenue 

Goodman, Solomon 

Married Clothing 
Res. — 596 Montgomery Street 
Bus.— 11 East 47th Street 
Proposed by Irene Pollock 

Beck, Bernard W. 

Unmarried Underwear 
Res. — 1511 Lincoln Place 
Bus.— 476 Broadway, N. Y. 

Braunstein, Miss Sylvia L. 
Attorneys 

Res.— 745 East 46th Street 
Bus. — 253 Broadway, N. Y. 
Prop, by J. M. Schwartz 
Brodskv, Miss Ruth 
Bank 

Res. — 356 Wilson Avenue 
Bus.— Ill Duane Street, N. Y. 
Prop, by J. M. Schwartz 

Goldberg, Abe S. 
Unmarried Silks 
Res.— 1430 Park Place 
Bus.— 43 West 39th Street, N. Y. 
Prop, by David Alpert 

Hartman, Aaron 

Married Hat Trimmings 

Res. — 526 Montgomery Street 
Bus.— 720 Broadway, N. Y. 
Prop, by Isidor B. Rosenfeld 

Kalish, Samuel W. 

Married Public Accountant 

Res. — 2662 Ocean Avenue 
Bus.— 455 West 45th St., N. Y. 
Prop, by Joseph Goldberg 



CENTER CHILDREN TO ATTEND 
MEGILLAH SERVICES 

The children of our various schools 
are invited to attend the Megillah Ser- 
vices on Monday evening, March 18th. 
They are to assemble in the Beth 
Hamedrash at 5 :50 o'clock, when each 
child will receive a Greger and march 
together with the entire school into the 
Main Synagogue for the services. 



PURIM SERVICES AT CENTER THIS 
MONDAY NIGHT and TUESDAY 
MORNING 

The Megillah, or Story of Esther, 
will be read in our Synagogue on the 
eve of Purim, this Monday, March 
18th, at 6:00 o'clock. The Megillah 
will be read on Tuesdav, morning, 
March 19th, at 6:30 and 7:30 o'clock. 



Lazarus, Arthur 

Unmarried Ladies' Apparel 
Res. — 361 Trov Avenue 
Bus.— 42 East 49th Street, X. Y. 
Prop, by Phil Singer 

Levi tan, Milton 

Unmarried Lawyer 
Res. — 1167 President Street 
Puis.— 40 Wall Street. N. Y. 
Prop, by Hon. Emanuel Greenberg 
and Hyman Siegel 

Ximkoff, Max 

Married Laces 
Res. — 1-20 Schenectadv Avenue 
Bus.— 226 West 37th Street, X. Y. 
Prop, by J. Branfman 

Rawick, William R. 
Married Attornev 
Res.— 1279 Carroll Street 
Bus.— 40 Wall Street, N. Y. 
Prop, by Hon. Emanuel Greenberg 

Toporovsky, Sam 

Married Instruments 
Res. — 706 Lefferts Avenue 
Bus.— 282 Broome Street, N. Y. 
Prop, by Hyman Siegel 

The foil owing have applied for rein- 
statement as members of the Center: 

Ahrams, Harold 

Unmarried Lawyer 
Res. — 404 Crown Street 
Bus.^10 Wall Street, N. Y. 
Prop, by Hyman Ahrams 

Monasch, Henry 

Married Calsomine 
Res. — 255 Eastern Parkway 
Bus. — 21 Belvidere Street 
Prop, by Joseph M. Schwartz 
EMANUEL GREENBERG, Chairman 
Membership Committee 



THE SABBATH 

Kindling of Candles at 5 :46 P. M. 

Friday Evening Services at 5 :50. 

Sabbath Morning Services (Parsha 
Vayikro — Sabbath Zachor) will com- 
mence at 8:45 A. M. Rabbi Levinthal 
will preach on the Weekly Portion of 
the Torah. 

Junior Congregation Services in the 
Beth Hamedrash at 9 :30 A. M. 



"ANOTHER LANGUAGE" TO BE PRE- 
SENTED BY CENTER PLAYERS 

The Center Players, under the di- 
rection of Mr. Joseph H. Davidson, 
will present Broadway's recent success, 
"Another Language," on Saturday 
night, March 23rd. 

Tickets are sold in advance at fifty 
cents each. 



CENTER 
CHILDREN'S REVUE 
SUNDAY AFTERNOON, MAY 26th 

Elaborate plans are now being 
made for a most entertaining and 
enjoyable affair. The Children's 
Revue will be under the supervision 
of Mr. Eli Dantzig, well known 
orchestra leader. 

We invite all children of Center 
members who can sing, dance, re- 
cite or entertain to join our cast. 
Please fill out the coupon printed 
below and forward it to the Center 
with the least possible delay. 

Please enroll my child as a mem- 
ber of the cast for the Brooklyn 
Jewish Center Children's Review: 

Xame Age 

Talent 

Parent's Name 

Address 
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CONGRATULATIONS 

Congratulations are extended to : 

Dr. and Mrs. Henry Plotkin upon 
the occasion of their twenty-fifth wed- 
ding anniversary. 

Air. and Mrs. Abraham Kaplan and 
Mr. and Mrs. Hyman Abrams upon 
the engagement of their children. Miss 
Devorah Kaplan to Mr. Harold 

Abrams. 

PERSONALS 

Our best wishes for a speedy and 
complete recovery are extended to Miss 
Irene Plotkin who underwent an oper- 
ation for acute appendicitis. 

Best wishes for a pleasant vacation 
are extended to Mrs. Henry Plotkin 
who is spending the month of March 
at Miami Beach, Florida. 



INTERMEDIATE BOYS CLUB 

February proved to be an outstand- 
ing month for the Intermediate Boys 
Club. Our cultural program included 
a discussion of the best cinemas of last 
year and an opening discussion in a 
series on Rabbi Levinthal's book "Ju- 
daism" — an Analysis and An Inter- 
pretation." Socially our program con- 
sisted of a theatre party on Washing- 
ton's Birthday and a joint social with 
the girl's club. 

We invite all sons of Center mem- 
bers, between the ages of 14 and 17, 



who are not members of the club, to 
a, me to our meetings on Saturday 
evenings. 

EXPRESSIONS OF CONDOLENCE 

Our sincere expressions of condo- 
lence are extended to Mr. Nat Kra- 
kower, of 763 Eastern Parkway, upon 
the death of his beloved lather. Abram 
Krakower, on February 28, 1935. 



YOUNG FOLKS LEAGUE NOTES 

The young people who braved the 
.storm and sleet to attend the Frank- 
furter Roast of the Young Folks 
League were well rewarded. We are 
offering another opportunity for those 
socially inclined. On Thursday even- 
ing, March 21st, another Y. F. L. af- 
fair will be held. The program will 
consist of bridge, ping-pong, dancing 
and refreshments. Admission will be 
free to Center members only upon 
presentation of 1935 membership 
cards. Guests will be charged fifty 
cents. — 

RECEPTION TO NEW MEMBERS 

The Membership Committed is ar- 
ranging a Reception to members who 
joined the Center since the first of the 
year. All new members and their wives 
are cordially invited to attend. The 
Reception will be held on Thursday 
evening, March 21st, at 8:30 o'clock. 



Annual 

"Health Talks" 

At The Center 

MONDAY and TUESDAY Ej/ENINGS 
April I and 2, 1935 

Arranged under the auspices of the 
PHYSICAL TRAINING COMMITTEE 



MONDAY EVENING at 8:15 

Symposium on 

"SOCIALIZED MEDICINE" 
DR. LOUIS I. HARRIS 

Former Commissioner of Health, N. Y. 
C, Pres. Assoc. of Tuberculosis Clinics 
of N. Y. Chairman Section on Public 
Health Adm,, Amer. Public Health Assn. 
Subject: "The Advantages of Socialized 
Medicine" 

DR. SAMUEL J. KOPETZKY 

Prof. Otology, N. Y. Polyclinic Medical 
School and Hospital. Chief in Otolaryn- 
gology, Beth Israel Hosp. and Israel Zion 
Hosp. Speaker, House of Delegates, 
Medical So. of the State of N. Y. 
Subject: "The Position of Organized 
Medicine" 

• 

Address of Welcome 

DAVID B. KAMINSKY 

Chairman, Physical Training Committee 

DR. REUBEN FINKELSTEIN 

Chai rman, Committee on "Health 
Lectures", Presiding 

TUESDAY EVENING at 8:15 

DR. LEO S. SCHWARTZ 

Attending Gynecologist Jewish Hospital 
and Chief in Genecology and Obstet- 
rics, Israel Zion Hospital. 
Subject: "The Significance of Abnormal 
Bleeding in Women" 

DR. JOSEPH SAFIAN 

"Psychologic Aspects of Plastic Surgery" 
Illustrated with Lantern S/ides 

DR. SAMUEL A. WOLFE, Presiding 



The Sisterhood 

Solicits Your 

Cooperation in helping the success of the 
Annual 

BAZAAR 

to be held in the Auditorium of the Center from 
SATURDAY EVENING, MAY 11th to and including 
THURSDAY EVENING, MAY 16th. 
Volunteer Your Help In : — 

1 — Donating or obtaining merchandise to be sold at the Bazaar. 

2 — Placing an "Ad" in the Bazaar Souvenir Journal or obtaining 
"Ads" for the publication. 

3 — Offering your services in collecting merchandise or selling the 
merchandise during the period of the Bazaar. 

Please fill out the coupon printed below and mail it to the Center 
as soon as possible. 

Mrs. Phillip Brenner, President 
Sisterhood, Brooklyn Jewish Center 

Please mark my name as a volunteer worker for the Sisterhood 
Bazaar. 

I can be of help in the following manner : 



Nome _. 
Address 
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Center Academy Seven Years Old 



THE Center Academy of the Brook- 
lyn Jewish Center at 667 Eastern 
Parkway was organized seven years 
ago to meet a deep-felt need of Amer- 
ican Jewish parents for a school which 
would give their children a well round- 
ed general education and a knowledge 
of their Jewish background, taught in 
a modern progressive way. 

We believe the Center Academy has 
met that need. Its graduates, scattered 
through the city's high schools, have 
demonstrated it by their poise, free- 
dom from self-consciousness, general 
knowledge and high scholastic stand- 
ing. 

The school offers a maximum course 
in elementary school subjects during 
the major part of the day and a corre- 
lating course in Jewish subjects for 
about an hour a day. The child's na- 
tural interests are followed. 

For example, interest in family life 
in First Grade furnishes a project 
around which the three R's are taught 
and leads to much creative work. The 
Hebrew is correlated to the English 
work. 

While Third Grade studies early 
New York and Indian life in English, 
they learn also about the early He- 
brews and desert life, and get an in- 
troduction to Bible stories. 

The period of the Middle Ages — pro- 
ject of Fifth Grade — brings not only 
knowledge of the romantic age of chiv- 
alry but also the Golden Age of Jewish 
life under the Moors in Spain. 



So they move forward till in the 
higher grades they take up contem- 
porary history, current tendencies in 
Jewry and important world move- 
ments. 

The classes being small, the child at 
the Center Academy has multiple op- 
portunity for full expression and de- 
velopment of his individuality. 

The children learn through real ex- 



The contact man however can only in- 
fect food and drink." 

It appears to me that when trans- 
lated in terms of modern science, those 
dicta are an assertion of the principles 
of preventative medicine, principles of 
isolation and disinfection, and princi- 
ples of careful differentiation of dis- 
eases. And they were uttered by Mai- 
monides with a religious fervor 750 
years ago ! 

His most comprehensive medical 
treatise on hygiene is a book entitled, 
Scfer Hanhagath Habriuth, translated 
into Latin as "Regimen Sanitatis." 
This book was dedicated to Alfadil, 
the rather dissolute and ailing son of 
the Sultan Saladin, and was consider- 
ed the most popular bok on Hygiene 
in the middle .ages. 

It is divided into four parts: 

Part 1 is devoted to a general dis- 
cussion of rules and regulations and 
hygienic principles underlying the re- 
lation of men to society. 

Part 2 is a description of rules and 
regulations pertaining to the conduct 
of the sick in places where there are 
no physicians. 

Part 3 is entirely devoted to the 
study of the condition of the royal pa- 
tient to whom this book is dedicated. 

Regardless of the princely station of 
his patient, Maimonides, in his advice, 
insists that the only effective remedies 
that could restore the .prince to his 
good health and prolong his life, are 
moral purity, spiritual activity and per- 
fect self control. , 

Part 4 is devoted to a detailed study 
and explanation of the following 
points: personal hygiene, climate, me- 
dication, quack doctors, diet, foods and 
their relative values, sexual relations, 
drinks, like wine, alcohol, etc., bath- 
ing, hydrotheraphy, nasal colds and 



perience. They make trips in connec- 
tion with their studies. When they re- 
turn to school they write about their 
experiences, or express them in a 
painting, or a piece of handcraft. For 
festivals, American and Jewish, they 
compose plays, songs, paint scenery, 
make costumes; they invest the holi- 
day spirit with their joyous creative - 
ness. 

In such an environment the Ameri- 
can Jewish child can achieve an inte- 
grated personality. That is the aim of 
the school. 



their prevention, habits, clothing, and 
meats. 

In this book Maimonides declares 
that overeating, sexual over-indulgence 
and drinking alcohol to excess are the 
most frequent causative factors of 
many diseases. Reading it, one finds 
it so modern in tone that it could well 
compare with a most recent disserta- 
tion on this subject. 

Safer Harefuoth, a hook of thera- 
peutics, was another important contri- 
bution to medicine in those days. In 
this book Maimonides expresses his 
opinion that minor ailments need not 
he treated by medications, but should 
be left to Nature's cure and to the pa- 
tient's resistance which should be re- 
gulated through certain diets. This 
book was widely known and used as a 
text book in the middle ages. His great 
familiarity with the works of, and his 
thorough knowledge of the practice of 
the older reputable medical authorities, 
like Hipprocates, Galen, Alrazi, Ebn 
Sena and Aven Zohar, influenced 
Maimonides to translate some of their 
original works, among them: 

His Arabic translation in a con- 
densed form of the sixteen books of 
Galen ; his commentary on the Aphor- 
isms of Hipprocates; his Hebrew 
translation of the work of the famous 
Arabian philosopher and physician, 
Ebn Sena. His hook, Pirke Moslic, 
Medical Aphorisms, which is based 
upon the works of Galen and many 
other authorities, is considered among 
the finest contributions to medicine. 
In addition to these works, he 
wrote original treatises on poison, on 
haemorrhoids ; on asthma ; on physi- 
ology ; a comprehensive treatise on 
sexual relations under the name Shnai 
Haamarci Hamishgal ; and a treatise 
on the etiology symptomatology of di- 
(Continiicd on next Page) 



CENTER TO HAVE PURIM MAS- 
QUERADE PARTY SUNDAY, 
MARCH 24th 

The children of our Hebrew 
School and Sunday School will have 
a joint Purim Masquerade Party on 
Sunday afternoon, March 24th, at 
2 :30 o'clock sharp. 

A very fine and elaborate program 
for the entertainment of the chil- 
dren is being arranged. Prizes will 
be awarded to the best and most in- 
teresting masqueraders. 
Please sign this coupon and present 
it at the door for admission to the 
CHILDREN'S PURIM MASQUERADE 
Sunday Afternoon, March 24. 1935. 
Children's Names 

Ages 

Address 

Parent's Name 



MAIMONIDES AS A PHYSICIAN 

{Continued from page 6) 
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PASSOVER NEWS 



THOUSANDS of New Yorkers will leave the 
SCHOOLS will close . . . Our people will 
to THURSDAY EVE, April 25th). 

COME to Nature's Wonderland and enjoy this 
auspicious occasion at — 

THE WILD ROSE GARDENS 

— Kessler's — 

THE HOTEL BEAUTIFUL 

so near to the city, yet secluded amid the scenic 
beauty of Northern New Jersey's countryside. 

Featuring: 

Traditional Holiday Ser- 
vices and Customs .... 
Dietary Laws Observed. 
Choice Food and Excel- 
lent Service .... 



Metropolis . . . RAILROADS will add extra trains . . . 
celebrate Passover — (WEDNESDAY EVE, April 17th 

THE KESSLER FAMILY invites YOU and YOU and 
YOU to be at leisure here at "Your Country Home", 
where every convenience and facility is yours. (This 
famous summer and winter resort, known throughout 
the Metropolitan area, is fully prepared to accom- 
modate guests in utmost comfort.) Accommodations 
have been increased considerably by the addition 
of a NEW steam-heated dining room. 

Rooms with Bath, well- 
heated .... 
Only I Hour from New 
York 

Fare, $1.65 Round Trip. 
Free Station Service . . . 



MORRISTOWN, NEW JERSEY k 
P. O. BOX 51 I 




Reserve Early. 
Write, telephone or telegraph 
Telephone — Mount Freedom 4i 



THE WILD ROSE GARDENS 



• 



seases which is to he found in manu- 
script in Oxford. 

According to all the commentators 
this last treatise has placed Maimoni- 
des as one of the foremost physicians 
of his age. The very fact that 750 
years ago Maimonides took the mod- 
ern viewpoint to investigate! the etio- 
logical factors of a disease, to search 
for the cause of illness, manifests his 
keen intellect and explains why he was 
regarded as the sage and the great 
Eagle of the Doctors. 

Lastly, there is the invocation com- 
posed by Maimonides called the "Pray- 
er for a Physician," which it is said, 
he himself repeated daily. This prayer 
deserves to he read by every physi- 
cian of our time, for it presents a most 
beautiful expression of divine senti- 
ments, a love and veneration for his 
vocation. It is a further assertion by 
Maimonides of his profound belief, his 
sin! Maainin, that medicine is an ideal 
profession and its practice is a mis- 
sion set by God before humanity at 
large. 

Here is an excerpt of the prayer : 
" . . . The eternal Providence has 
appointed vie to watch over the health 



and life of Thy creature. May the 
love of my act actuate me at all times, 
may neither avarice nor miscilincss, 
nor the thirst for glory of a great re- 
putation engage my mind. . . . Endozv 
me with strength of heart and mind 
so that both may be always ready to 
serve the rich and the poor, the good 
and the wicked, friend and enemy, and 
I may never see in the patient anything 
else but a fcllozv creature of pain . . . 
// physicians more learned than I wish 
to counsel mc, inspire me, 0 God, 
with confidence in, and obedience to- 
ward the recognition of them, for the 
study of science is great, it is not given 
to one alone to sec all that others see. 
. . . Giant mc strength and opportunity 
altmys to correct what I have acquired, 
always to .extend its domain, for 
knowledge is boundless and the spirit 
of man can also extend indefinitely 
. . . O God Thou hast appointed me 
to -watch over the life and death of Thy 
creatures, here I am ready for my vo- 
cation." 

Maimonides was regarded by all 
Jews of that time as their spiritual 
leader, divinely appointed by Provi- 
dence for the revival and the purifica- 



tion of Judaism. 

He died on December 13, 1204, at 
the age of 69, in the city of Fostat 
and was brought for interment to 
Palestine. 

And there, in the ancient city of Ti- 
berias, on the shores of Lake Kinereth, 
surrounded by the hills of Ephraim, 
stands the tomb in which lie buried 
the physical remains of Maimonides, 
the man upon whom centuries have 
impressed the stamp of greatness, 
whose genius beams with a radiance 
that inspires and with a spirit that ex- 
alts all the generations; the man in 
whose heart was rooted every tender 
and sympathetic virtue, whose name 
brings to the mind of every intellectual 
person the idea of whatever is great, 
whatever is illustrious in human na- 
ture; the man whose life has been a 
continuous blessing to human society 
and whose works formed a column, 
high as heaven, of learning, of wisdom, 
and of greatness which has stood the 
test of ages and will continue to stand 
In future ages as an eternal monument 
of the transcendent talent of the ad- 
vocate of Judaism. 
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THE JEW IN COMMUNIST RUSSIA 

{Continued j>om, page 4) 



take our places, when we go? No one 
learns to be a Mohel or a Schochet in 
Soviet Russia now, and as to the chic- 
kens, tell them in America that we are 
not starving- any more in the actual 
sense of the word, but "not on bread 
alone will a man live." 

I spoke to leaders of the Yiddish 
movement in Russia, and some of them 
were frank in admitting that the num- 
ber of children attending Jewish 
schools is insignificant as compared 
with the entire Jewish population in 
the land ; that Jewish theatres as a rule 
lose money, and that the Yiddish news- 
papers must be constantly subsidized 
by the Government. Of course, there 
were others who saw great possibilities 
for the development of the cultural 
life of the Jewish masses, thanks to 
the vast sums of money which the Gov- 
ernment is willing to expend for such 
development, and especially for the es- 
tablishment of an autonomous Jewish 
Republic in Biro-Bidjan. 



SIXTH ANNUAL CONVENTION 
OF MEN'S CLUBS 

{Continued from page 11) 

What can I say in conclusion? I 
feel that the younger men are awaken- 
ing to the fact that they do not have 
to apologize for being Jews, that they 
can honestly feel that Judaism is life 
itself and that the more we familiarize 
ourselves with the principles of Ju- 
daism, the prouder we will be of the 
fact that we, in a small measure, are 
part of so beautiful an institution. 

Dr. Samuel M. Cohen, the moving 
spirit and guide behind this great 
movement, has given unstintingly of 
his time and effort. His noble character 
serves as an inspiration to all those 
who come in contact with him and one 
cannot help but welcome the oppor- 
tunity of joining with him in this mar- 
velous project of awakening the young- 
er Jew to the meaning of Judaism. 



CENTER CHAPTER 197 OF THE 
A. Z. A. 

The Center Chapter 197 of the 
A. Z. A. is now preparing for the 
New York A. Z. A. tournament to be 
held March 24th, 30th and 31st. The 
tournament is sponsored by the New 
York Advisory Council representing 
all chapters of New York! City. The 
events will be basketball, oratory and 
debating. Everyone is invited to attend. 



1 put forward this argument of the 
ardent Jewish culturist to some young 
parents who wouldn't send their chil- 
dren to the Jewish schools, and their 
answer was invariably the same : "Why 
must my child learn geography and 
arithmetic in Yiddish?" And as to 
Jewish history, some would argue that 
since the history of the Jews, accord- 
ing to the prevailing text-books, begins 
with the October Revolution, it is 
therefore of little value to their chil- 
dren. Others would very simply say: 
"We do not care if our children do not 
know Jewish history. We want them 
to be good Communists, and nothing 
else matters." 

I was very much interested in the 
age-old problem of anti-Semitism in 
Russia, and how the Government was 
coping with the situation. I made num- 
erous inquiries about it among Jews 
and Gentiles, and although it is true 
that the hatred and prejudice bred into 
a people for centuries cannot be eradi- 
cated overnight by the magic wand of 
a decree, there is no outward manifes- 
tation of anti-Semitism anywhere in 
Russia. The so-called "pale of settle- 
ment" was completely abolished with 
the result that there actually exists no 
specific Jewish section in any city in 
Russia. I travelled a great deal in Rus- 
sia, and I found Jews occupying re- 
sponsible positions in the remotest 
parts of the land. Furthermore, these 
people were usually found to be liv- 
ing among thousands of non-Jews and 
showing no signs of fear of being mo- 
lested or of worrying about their not 
being among Jews. I am not extolling 
such an attitude, but I am simply stat- 
ing the fact that as the barriers for 
free and unlimited intercourse with 
other people were raised for the Jew 
in Russia, he abandoned his old idea 
of "all Jews are brothers" in the sense 
that he could live more fully among 
Jews. Instead, he is endeavoring to 
travel on the newly opened, once for- 
bidden to him, road with the utmost 
speed, not caring at all what goes on 
behind him. 

We therefore now find in Russia a 
great number of intermarriages, Jews 
and Gentiles living in the same apart- 
ment, eating the same food and, in 
general, leading an identical life, ma- 
terially and spiritually. 

"Is there anti-Semitism in your or- 
ganization?" I asked a Jewish en- 
gineer working in a large nail fac- 
tory. 



"1 wish there were," he answered, 
"then, 1 would get rid of my assist- 
ant, who, I am sure, hates me like a 
spider." 

1 could not fully comprehend the 
joke, and my friend explained. The 
Russians, he said, are inwardly jeal- 
ous of the Jewish initiative, ambition 
and intelligence, as of old, but they 
are afraid to voice their opposition 
openly: there is a law in Russia, 
strictly enforced, against all sorts of 
prejudices and the slandering of one 
person by another because of race, 
color or creed. If the above-mention- 
ed Russian assistant engineer, there- 
fore, would only once openly dem- 
onstrate his hostility against the Jew- 
ish engineer by merely uttering the 
single word "Zshid," he would be 
summarily discharged from the fac- 
tory. 

I myself witnessed the arrest of a 
peasant woman in a market place in 
Kiev on a charge that she dared call 
"Zshidovka" a prospeqtive customer 
who was bargaining with her about the 
price for a dozen eggs. 

The Russian Government is doing 
all it can to eradicate anti-Semitism 
and to put the Jews on an equal foot- 
ing with all other citizens of that land, 
furnishing them with the opportunity 
of becoming farmers, factory workers, 
and of participating to the fullest ex- 
tent in all branches of civil and military 
service. The Jew takes the opportuni- 
ties offered to him, and I was very 
pleasantly surprised to see how proud- 
ly the Jews learned to walk and act 
in Soviet Russia : no more hidden fear 
in their eyes and no shrinking back at 
the encounter with a drunkard Rus- 
sian or an army officer. Even those 
Jews who suffered the most from the 
upheaval in Russia, whose fortunes 
were confiscated and who were for a 
time deprived of their rights as citi- 
zens, the so-called "Lishenzi" (with- 
out rights), even they admit that the 
Government is doing all in its power 
to completely root out every vestige 
of natural animosity and race hatred. 

For generations the Jewish child in 
Russia was deprived of the possibility 
of obtaining as easily as the Gentile 
child an adequate general education. 
The admittance to a Russian Gymnasia 
or University, was such a hard task 
that only a few of the very rich and 
influential Jews could ever hope to 
gain it for their children. Our lit- 
erature and folklore is full of tragic 
as well as comic incidents pertaining 
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occupying an entire block on the Boardv/a!k 
on New Jersey Avenue 

ATLANTIC CITY, N. J. 



Enjoys an Exceptional Location 

Rooms Beautifully Appointed 
Direct or Indirect View of Sea 

Longest and Finest Sun Deck on Walk 
Attractive Rates 

Gala Entertainment Program for Easter Season 
Special Cooking for Passover 
American and European Plans 



to this struggle of the Jew to give 
his children an education and career. 
To the Jew, not only in Russia, hut 
everywhere else, the problem of find- 
ing a "tachlis," a career for his chil- 
dren, has always been the most per- 
plexing problem of his life. Xow, 
even thouh he may worry and cry 
over the loss of religion and culture, 
the Jew never worries any more 
about the education of his children 
and their future vocations. He knows 
that all gates are now open to his boy 
or girl, and if they will only show 
ability they will succeed, with the 
help of the Government, in attaining 
any position they may be fit to fill. 

I also found that some correspond- 
ents greatly exaggerate when they 
write that the revolution has broken 
up family life and created an impass- 
able gap between parents and children. 
On the contrary. I saw much tolerance 
on both sides, much love and devotion, 
and even pride, of one in the accom- 
plishment of the other. I have in mind 
a young man, an ardent Communist, a 
captain in the G.P.U. (secret service), 
who told me that although his duties 
make it impossible for him to live with 
his mother, he nevertheless finds time 
to pay her occasional visits, especially 
on Friday nights, for his mother loves 



to hear him recite the Kiddush. I saw 
devotion in the eyes of the young Com- 
munist, and heard the tone of respect 
for his mother's feelings in his words. 
One old, very pious Jew, was proudly 
telling me the story of his son recently 
becoming a general in the Russian 
Aviation Corps. "Of course," the old 
man added, "my son never eats kosher 
now, but dino d'malcluiso dino, the law 
of the Government is the law, and my 
son cannot live otherwise." 



But for the limitations of space 1 
would write in detail about the new 
avenues of endeavor opened to the 
Jews of Russia, about the new farm 
collectives established mostly for the 
Jewish middle-men and artisans of the 
smaller cities, who because of social- 
ized industry, trade and commerce 
found themselevs without any means 
of earning a livelihood. These people, 
uprooted from their environment and 
tradition, suffered greatly at the be- 
ginning, but are now, as a whole, con- 
tented and happily engaged in their 
newly acquired field of activity. More- 
over, they live very congenially with 
their Russian neighbors, on the land, 
and since the Jew has proved that he 
can he just as good a farmer 'as any 
other man in Russia, the peasant is 



even learning to respect his Jewish 
neighbor, and comes to him at times 
to seek advice and enlightenment on 
such questions as enriching the fat con- 
tents of the cow's milk or the feeding 
of hogs. 

To sum up, the Soviet Union is ap- 
plying to the Jew the same principles 
it adopted for all national minorities 
in Russia, namely, of having each 
group live its own life culturally, hut 
conforming to the socialistic policies of 
the State. 

The answer to the question raised at 
the beginning of this article is veiled, 
and one conjecture may be as good as 
the other. A new culture is not created 
in a generation even at the fast rate 
of changing values which we witness 
today. 

One conclusion, though, we may 
venture to draw: the status of the 
Jew in Russia today is the same as that 
of any other human being there, and 
no sensible Jew in Russia would wish 
his people to return to the status they 
occupied under the old regime, al- 
though he personally may have lost 
much by the change. As one thinking, 
fair-minded Tew told me: "Tf I can- 
not live Jewishly in Soviet Russia, I 
can at least live here mcushlich (hu- 
manly) ." 
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What was he doing here, in this sup- 
posed house of worship? This was 
false, wrong, unknown. A feeling of 
unreality weighed upon him. He felt 
his muscles constricting, his heart 
thumping louder and louder as if it 
were protesting against its crampness. 
Suddenly he rose with the one inten- 
tion of escaping from the oppressive 
atmosphere. But Sam pulled him down 
with a jerk. 

"What yer doing?" he whispered 
hoarsely. "You can't get up now. Gee, 
you gave me a scare ! What's the mat- 
ter, are you sick?" 

Isaac shook his head and silently 
prayed that the superintendent had not 
noticed him. He glanced up at the man 
behind the pulpit who was droning 
word after word, who every once in a 
while, stared menacingly at some spot 
in the synagogue from which an un- 
welcome noise arose while his words 
flowed on in a monotonous stream of 
meaninglessness. 

Isaac glanced about him. Sam's head 
rested on his shoulder, his eyes shut, 
his mouth gaping hideously. "Red" 
Cohen was devouring a Dick Merri- 
well novel securely hid from sight 
within the pages of his prayer book. 
The two boys next to him were work- 
ing a cross-word puzzle. A boy in front 
of Isaac saved himself from boredom 
by shouting out the responses in exag- 
gerated eloquence. On the bench op- 
posite Isaac's a councillor reached over 
several heads to poke a quarrelsome 
boy into good behavior. And mean- 
while the superintendent droned a ser- 
mon, preaching the virtues of honesty, 
obedience and ambition, summing up 
with the words of Rabbi So and So: 
"O Lord, our God, help us to see our- 
selves as Thou seest us" . . . and then 
horrifyin g Isaac by plunging right into 
a brief talk on the evils of littering the 
toilets and playrooms with papers and 
garbage ; and ending with a threat of 
punishment if such conditions were not 
remedied. 

Ill 

"Are services always like this ?" 
asked Isaac of Sam as the children 
marched from the synagogue to the 
dining room for supper. 

"Yeh — most of the time. 'Cept on 
holidays. Then it's crowded — lots of 
visitors, you know." But say — what 
got into you? Gee, you were so pale in 
there before !" 



"Oh, nothing. I guess the boys don't 
like services so much, do they?" 

Sam's face cracked into a silly grin. 
"Gee, first finding that out, Isaac?" 

"Well . . . . " Isaac didn't know how 
to explain to Sam. He was silent as 
they were swept with the crowd into 
the dining rom. 

"Listen," said Sam, after the prayer 
was over. "Don't worry about ser- 
vices. Nobody likes it. Gee, I thought 
you would at first — you're so, you 
know, so religious. But you'll get used 
to it." 

Isaac frowned and then sipped his 
soup. Get used to it, used to dozing 
in the synagogue, reading story books, 
doing cross-word puzzles, mumbling 
prayers without meaning or beauty . . . 
get used to it . . . 

"Don't be so sad," Sam said, inter- 
rupting his thoughts. "We're having a 
magician tonight and movies, too." 

"That's nice. But where's the movie 
place? I didn't see any in the Home." 

"Huh, where d'ye think? In the syn- 
agogue, of course." 

"In . . . the synagogue?" 

"Sure — there's a movie booth out- 
side and a special screen's lowered in 
front of the altar. We always have 
movies there — and entertainment every 
Friday night. Lots of fun, too." 

Isaac shoved his plate away from 
him. Magicians, movies ... in the 
synagogue . . . the house of worship 
. . . the place of the Torah, the eternal 
light, the sacred home of God . . . He 
saw boys shouting, applauding, laugh- 
ing . . . in the synagogue ... a magi- 
cian juggling balls ... in the syna- 



Within a few weeks, Isaac, to all 
outward appearances, became "used" 
to the Home. But deep within him 
there still rankled an acute sorrow and 
bitterness which gave him little peace 
of mind. No one really understood the 
depths of despair into which he had 
been plunged. His councillor, on jot- 
ting down Isaac's behavior in the black 
looseleaf character-report book, des- 
cribed the boy as one who "does not 
mix well with other children. Seems 
above the average mentally, but oddly 
enough, he frequently associates with 
one of our dullest boys. An introvert, 
very reticent, melancholy, and prefers 
to be alone and simply brood." 

But in a large institution like the 
Jewish Children's Home where six 



hundred children are the concern and 
dismay of a score or so of councillors, 
one boy's troubles — despite black loose- 
leaf books — scarcely arouse any com- 
ment; unless, of course, he comes into 
conflict with the authorities. So when 
Isaac's councillor perfunctorily con- 
cluded the report with ". . . . gives no 
trouble at all. Obedient, refined, quiet. 
Easy to handle. Always on time, clean 

and neat " he turned to another 

page and promptly dismissed all 
thoughts of Isaac from his mind. Isaac 
was thenceforth condemned to ob- 
scurity, buried in a black looseleaf 
character-report book. 

Still lonely, and with his sad, grey 
eyes still beseeching the unseen, Isaac 
mechanically lived through one day 
after another, following the dull rou- 
tine of the Home without a protest, 
without anything unusual occurring 
except for additional disillusionments 
to which he had now become inured. 

Then one day came the storm. 

For several weeks Isaac* had been 
attending the Religious School at the 
Home. Because of his advance knowl- 
edge of the Bible and Jewish history, 
and his ability to read Hebrew, he had 
been admitted to a 4-A class which met 
every Saturday morning for two 
hours. With his avid desire to learn 
and his fervent interest in Judaism, 
he quickly earned the praise of his 
teacher. First Isaac regarded it as an 
empty glory. For there was no com- 
petition. No one else around showed 
any interest in the work, scarcely any- 
body did homework unless he were 
threatened with the dreaded punish- 
ment of not being allowed to visit re- 
latives on the "going-out" Sunday. 
Isaac apparently was the only one to 
pay any attention to the teacher. 

Isaac disliked the meetings of the 
class. Ever present in his mind was 
the familiar picture of a patriarchal 
rabbi, sitting next to him, pointing a 
fleshy, wrinkled finger at the text while 
Isaac recited aloud, slowly, painfully, 
yet eagerly. Such a picture refused to 
yield to the prosaic scene of his pre- 
sent Hebrew class. Commonplace room 
with dented public school desks and 
seats arranged in monotonous unifor- 
mity. A blackboard, an old desk — and 
the teacher, a young man, just like any 
ordinary college student, dressed in or- 
dinarv street clothes — no different, in- 
deed, from the public school teachers 
Isaac knew. The Hebrew teacher was 
deadly serious but Isaac's classmates 
smirked, joked, drew pictures in their 
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notebooks, quarreled incessantly, and 
continually raised their hands for per- 
mission "to leave the room." 

One Saturday morning, Mr. Katz, 
the Hebrew teacher, decided he could 
not read the Bible and at the same time 
continue his surveillance of several 
troublesome boys. "I'll sit in the back 
and watch those pesky kids," he mut- 
tered to himself. Then, addressing the 
class with a disarming smile, "Who 
would like a chance to read ?" 

No one answered. Isaac timidly 
raised his hand. 

''All right, Isaac. Come up here in 
front of the room." 

As Isaac scrambled out of his seat, 
he heard someone hiss, "Sissy!" Some- 
body laughed. Isaac pretended he did 
not hear. He was anxious to read the 
Bible. 

With the hook in his hands, he faced 
the boys and began to read in a pas- 
sionate voice : 

"Behold, I set before you this day a 
blessing and a curse: the blessing, if 
ye shall hearken unto the command- 
ments of the Lord your God, which I 
command you this clay; and the curse, 
if you shall not hearken unto the com- 
mandments of the Lord your God. . ." 



So absorbed was he in his reading 
that he became oblivious of the class. 
He felt as if he were immersed in 
some dream, isolated from all human- 
it) - , alone, in the terrifying presence 
of God. A snicker from somewhere 
in the room reached him as from some 
far-off distance. Laughter. More snick- 
ers. Mr. Katz had just slapped "Red" 
Cohen for writing with chalk on his 
desk. 

"What d'yer think yer doing?" cried 
Cohen rebelliously, raising his hands 
defiantly before him. "You can't hit 
me and get away with it !" 

Mr. Katz grabbed the boy by the 
shoulder and shook him. There follow- 
ed a not too rare scene. Mr. Katz 
screamed at the boy and the boy shout- 
ed back vile insults. In the meantime 
Isaac had stopped reading. Something 
had snapped and he was back again 
in the dreaded reality. It pained him 
to see the violent scene before him but 
it pained him still more to be so sud- 
denly and rudely severed from the 
hypnotic feeling of exaltation that he 
had just experienced. He felt sick in 
the stomach. 

Just then someone hurled a board 
eraser at Isaac. It hit him squarely in 
the face and with such force that the 



Bible dropped out of his hands. For a 
moment there was confusion — boys 
clapped, laughing, jeering, while Isaac, 
crestfallen, wiped the chalk dust from 
his face and Air. Katz banged upon 
his desk in a frantic attempt to re- 
gain order. 

When the tumult ceased, the infuri- 
ated teacher cried, "This is outrage- 
ous. You'll all pay for this. Now you 
can sit still for the rest of the period 
and God help those who open their 
mouths." 

The boys, frightened now by his 
menacing glare, sat up rigidly, their 
hands clasped on the edge of the desks. 

"And nobody move! If you don't 
want to learn, you won't do anything 
else. First you need discipline and you 
are going to get it !" 

Sitting there, humiliated and dis- 
gusted, Isaac silently vowed never to 
come to the Hebrew class again. Dis- 
cipline ! All the time, he thought bitter- 
ly. We never learn anything . . . just 
sit still . . . discipline . . His whole 
being revolted at the uncalled for 
treatment he had suffered. This was 
too much. He could not endure it any- 
more. He would stay away from the 
classes. He was desperate now. 
{Continued on next Page) 
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V 

The following" Saturday morning 
Isaac did not report to his classroom. 
He was almost tempted to do so, but 
a vision of the trying scene of the pre- 
vious week banished such thoughts. He 
really wanted to study Hebrew, to 
learn more about his race and reli- 
gion, but "I can't go back, I just 
can't," he said to himself. 

Beneath a foot-worn stone stairway 
which descended into the murky dark- 
ness of the basement, Isaac found re- 
fuge for the morning. He knew he had 
to hide since someone was always dele- 
gated to round up the boys who played 
"hookey" from Hebrew classes. He 
felt secure in his hiding place. It was 
damp, stuffy, dirty, but no one would 
think of searching for him there. He 
stretched himself upon the cold stone 
floor and leaned his head against the 
wall. At first he thought of all that 
had happened to him in the Home, but, 
finally, exhausted by the tense strain 
which gripped him, he fell asleep. 
When he awoke, he heard footsteps 
pounding upon the floor above which 
meant that the Hebrew classes were 
dismissed and the children were 
"washing up" for dinner. 

Although he felt utterly miserable, 
Isaac passed the following Saturday 
in the same manner. But during the 
week his councillor handed him a blue 
typewritten card : 

"Report to the office of the Ass't. 
Superintendent on Wed. 4 P. M. 

Subject: Absence from Religious 
School." 

"Later, when alone, Isaac tore the 
card into bits. And that evening he 
went far out of his way to avoid meet- 
ing the assistant superintendent. 

The next afternoon, however, as he 
flung his school books into his locker 
in the playroom, an older boy who 
worked in the Religious School office, 
seized him by the arm. "Say, you're 
Isaac Baumen ? Rabbi Miller wants to 
see you — right away." 

"All right," said Isaac thoughtfully. 
"I'll be there in a few moments." 

"Oh no, you don't ! You got to come 
up with me — now." And the older boy 
grasped Isaac's arm more firmly. 

In the Religious School office Rabbi 
Miller had just finished scolding a boy. 
This was the second time Isaac had 
appeared before the rabbi. The first 
when he had been tested for his pro- 
per grade in the school. Again he ex- 
perienced a feeling of bewilderment. 
This man was the rabbi, amazingly 
enough, he did not look like a rabbi, 



not like the kind Isaac had known — old 
patriarchs, with grizzled hair and flow- 
ing beards, dressed in kaftan and black 
skull cap. Before Isaac stood a middle- 
aged man not yet grey at the temples, 
clothed neatly in customary street 
wear, without a hat. He might have 
been mistaken for a professional man, 
a lawyer, or even a doctor — but scarce- 
ly a rabbi. At least not by Isaac. 

Rabbi Miller stared at the meek, 
frightened boy before him. "Well, 
what's your excuse?" he demanded 
sternly. 

Isaac hung his head in silence. 

The rabbi repeated the question, his 
voice rising higher. It was a painstak- 
ing task to check up on the boys who 
stayed away from classes and the boy's 
silence irritated him. 

No answer. 

Usually an offending boy stammered 
out an excuse, no matter how flimsy. 
Isaac's dogged muteness surprised the 
rabbi. But, having lost all patience to- 
day, he became only more exasperated. 

"Well, are you going to speak or 
not? Why didn't vou attend your 
class ?" 

No answer. The typist in the office 
stopped clattering the keys and looked 
up in expectancy. 

Plainly annoyed, Rabbi Miller once 
more repeated his question. Then he 
shook Isaac by the shoulder and sud- 
denly, impulsively, slapped him across 
the face. 

Isaac burst into tears. 

Something about the dumb, appeal- 
ing manner in which the boy stood be- 
fore him, helplessly sobbing, made the 
rabbi suddenly realized that he was not 
dealing with the usual evasive boy. He 
instantly regretted his hasty action. He 
discarded his harsh manner. He placed 
his arm about Isaac's shoulder and 
drew the boy to a chair. "Now, now, 
stop crying. I'm sorry I had to slap 
you but you must talk. Don't you un- 
derstand that? Don't be afraid now. 
I won't touch you anymore." 

He waited for several minutes until 
Isaac's sobbing had lessened. And then 
Isaac glanced up at him and beheld, in- 
stead of the dreaded stern stare, a 
kindly, friendly expression on the rab- 
bi's face. Gradually, while Rabbi Mil- 
ler chatted paternally about the neces- 
sity of attending classes, Isaac's fears 
melted away. And then, without being 
asked, he stammered out the story of 
his troubles in the Home. 
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For some time after Isaac had fin- 
ished. Rabbi Miller remained silent. 
He had never had such an unusual 
case before. It seemed incredible. 
Here was the type of boy he had 
searched for in vain. And yet this boy 
had suffered unnoticed. 

The rabbi shook his head. He had 
watched other boys — not so intensely 
Jewish as Isaac, of course, but still 
possessing an excellent Jewish back- 
ground — gradually cast off their inter- 
est in Judaism and sink, despite the 
rabbi's efforts, into the accepted com- 
monplaceness of the average child in 
the Home. This boy's spirit, too, was 
being broken down by scorn and mock- 
ery. 

Rabbi Miller patted Isaac on the 
head. "Now, listen, Isaac, I want you 
to buck up. I'm going to help you. How 
would you like to be my special pupil ?" 

Isaac jumped up, his face gleaming. 
"Do you mean it?" 

"Yes, I do. Hereafter you report to 
the office on Saturday. I'll teach you 
myself. But remember this. We can't 
do everything here as our people did 
in Europe. But we can do one thing 
and that is to uphod the spirit of 
Judaism. Are you willing to help?" 
Y es . . . yes. 

"Isaac." The rabbi spoke gravely. 
"I'm going to train you to become a 
rabbi. Would you . . . ?" 

Isaac was rendered speechless. He 
could only nod his head. 

"All right, Isaac, you go now and 
play around. But keep your spirit up 
and don't mind the boys if they tease 
you. Remember, you're a better Jew 
than they — and you will become a bet- 
ter man, too." 

"Oh, I will," cried Isaac gratefully. 
"I will - — and, oh, how can I thank 
you ?" 

"Don't lose faith," said the rabbi, 
shaking hands with Isaac. 

Rabbi Miller stroked his chin as he 
watched Isaac stride out of the office. 
He wondered . . . Here was the oppor- 
tunity he had sought for such a long 
time ... to train a boy to become a 
rabbi . . . more than that ... a leader 
of his people. Isaac was perfect mat- 
erial. A sensitive, passionate boy . . . 
one who would serve his religion well. 

But the rabbi wondered. So many 
difficulties confronted him, so many 
pitfalls faced the boy . . . the tempta- 
tion to be like the others, to share in 
their play, their companionship ... to 
be accepted by all. The Home had 
ground so many promising boys to this 
level of sameness. The rabbi won- 
dered . . . 
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"BECAUSE HE PASSED OUR 
FATHERS' HOUSES" 

OF all the festivals in our calen- 
* dar, none so fills us with the 
sense of the indestructihility of 
the Jewish people as does the feast of 
Passover. The very name it hears is 
significant. The name does not refer 
to the dramatic exodus from bondage, 
nor does it hint at the punishments 
meted out to the cruel Egyptians. It 
emphasizes a single incident in the en- 
tire epic. — but an incident that speaks 
not of one day but for all times. "Be- 
cause He Passed Over Our Fathers' 
Mouses !" 

It was not in Egypt alone that de- 
struction "Passed^Over" the Jewish 
homes when all others went down in 
ruins. It was a tale repeated again and 
again throughout our history. For, in 
the words of the Haggaddah, "not one 
only hath risen up against us, but in 
every generation there are those who 
rise up against us, to annihilate us!" 
And in every case, the destroyers have 
brought destruction upon themselves, 
but the Angel of Death passed over 
the children of Israel. 

Alas, in our own day, we behold a 
new Pharaoh, who is determined, like 
the Pharaoh of old, to enslave and to 
degrade our people. But this new 
Pharaoh, evidently ,has not learned the 
lesson of history. The Jew is destined 
for eternity, and no weapon that is 
formed against him shall prevail. 

The Jew's indestructibility, however, 
is dependent upon his spiritual and 
moral worthiness. We are an eternal 
people as long as our lives bear witness 
to an Eternal God. The Festival of 



Father Coughlin 
Does Not 
Answer 

THE following question* 
were recently sent by the 
Review to Father C oughlin 
for reply : 

1. In your condemnation of hank- 
ers, why did you only list Jew- 
ish bankers, with the exception 
of the lone Morgan firm, since 
the Jewish bankers form only 
a slight minority of the Amer- 
ican financiers? Unfortunate- 
ly, your address last Sunday, 
March 24, does not cover this 
point. 

2. Why did you mention the 
Morgans last when this house 
is larger than all the other pri- 
vate banking institutions ? 

3. \\ by did you not mention the 
many Gentile banks which ex- 
ercise great power in Wall St., 
for example the Chase Nation- 
al Rank and the National City 
Bank ? 

No answer has been received. 

Can Father Coughlin's silence 
be interpreted as a wish to avoid 
clarifying his attitude? 



Passover conies, therefore, not only to 
bring us heme but also to arouse us and 
to inspire us to our higher duty — our 
duty to our Faith, our Torah, our God ! 



PROMOTING SOCIABILITY— A 
FUNCTION OF THE CENTER 

THE members of our institution will 
undoubtedly be happy to learn of 
the efforts that are now being made to 
study the entire problem of sociability 
and fellowship amongst those who 
make up the Center family. The writer 
of these lines has recently pointed out 
the .significant fact that the Hebrew 
designation for the term "member" is 
C haver. But the word C haver means 
something more than is implied by the 
English term "member". C haver means 
a comrade ! Kol Visroel Chavcrim, 
" — all Jews are Chaverim" — does not 
mean that all Jews are members of 
one society, but that they are all "com- 
rades". That is what membership in 
the Center should imply. Merely pay- 
ing dues is not enough. Merely atten- 
ding the services, lectures and other 
programs is not enough. Membership 
must imply "comradeship" a spirit of 
good fellowship, a feeling that we are 
all brothers, united by and for a holy 
cause. 

It is to create this feeling of com- 
radeship among the hundreds of fa- 
milies that make up our Center that 
the new special Committee has been 
appointed. 

The Review earnestly hopes that 
success will crown the efforts of this 
new committee in making the members 
of our Center feel that they are not 
only members but Chaverim — com- 
rades, friends, brothers ! 

^ — ISRAEL H. LEVTNTHAL 

( Editorials continued on page 22) 
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JUDAISM AND MODERN SEX VIEWS 



IT is probably not generally known 
that in the Jewish conception of the 
unity of God a moral point of view 
in regard to sexual relationships is 
strictly and logically implied. This con- 
ception arose as a revolt from the wor- 
ship of Astarte, the goddess of fertility 
celebrated among the Phoenicians. As 
well known, the rites before her in- 
cluded sexual orgies and sacrifice of 
virginity. The primitive theory was 
that she would be induced to make 
vegetation prolific by the influence of 
acts leading to generation committed 
in her presence. 

The Jewish God has no wife, mis- 
tress or female counterpart. No such 
celebration of his Divinity was possible, 
as was the case with respect to Astarte. 
No stories or legends could be created 
about Him as later were current about 
Jupiter and Juno. Therefore, when the 
Jew, in his daily prayer, calls out to 
Israel to hear that the Lord our God 
is one, he virtually says that sexual 
immorality is not countenanced either 
in Jewish religious worship or private 
or public life. When the Bible said 
that there should be no harlot in Israel, 
it used the word "kedeshoh", which was 
the special name for the woman who 
yielded her body before Astarte. 

TUDAISM DID NOT VIEW SEX 
AS SHAMEFUL 

YET it must not be supposed that the 
Jewish view of sex is a puritanical 
one. Judaism did not look upon the 
sexual instinct as something deplorable 
or shameful. It did not seek to thwart 
it or extirpate it. It sought to divert it 
in a salutary way and confine it to legal 
channels. The asceticism of the monk, 
and the nun, was not welcome, nay, 
denounced by the Jews. In fact, not 
only the priest, but every Jew was sup- 
posed to marry, and marry early. In- 
cidentally, thus the Jewish nation solved 
the sex problem for youth. In Pales- 
tine men at the age of eighteen and 
girls at a still earlier age entered upon 
the marriage state. Celibacy was dis- 
couraged, the only exception being 
made in the case of a man who wanted 
to devote himself exclusively to the 
study of the Torah. 

In recent years we have heard many 
views on the so-called modern theory 
of sex. It had even been prophesied 
that the institution of marriage would 
be abolished in our own time. Under 



By ALBERT MORDELL 

the theory that jealousy was not an in- 
stinct but merely a remnant connected 
with the old feeling of property owner- 
ship, it was held that-adultery ought -to 
be lightly treated and condoned. Ow- 
ing, no doubt, ' to apparent injustice 
worked by the current view of the 
double standard of the sexes, a single 
standard was raised under which single 
women were to be given the same priv- 
ileges as men before marriage, and 
nothing was to be said derogatory to 
the free life led by them. 

Judaism is averse to all of these 
positions. It does, however, meet mod- 
ern theories of sex on some more ac- 
ceptable views. In fact, it long antici- 
pated those theories which hold that 
divorce should be granted where the 
two parties are willing to be divorced. 
As is well known, neither under the 
common law, nor under the law of any 
state in this country is a divorce 
granted where the husband and wife 
have agreed to obtain a divorce. In 
fact, such a situation is known as col- 
lusion, and is always a ground for re- 
fusing a decree, on the theory that the 
State, being a third party, has been 
discriminated against. Liberal thinkers 
and some European countries take the 
position that the best reason for grant- 
ing a divorce is when the two people 
are willing to be divorced. Milton, in 
the seventeenth century, wrote a num- 
ber of pamphlets defending this point 
of view. He declared that students of 
the New Testament had misinterpreted 
the old Mosaic law, which he vigor- 
ously defended as favoring this view. 

DIVORCE SANCTIONED FOR 
CAUSES OTHER THAN 
IMMORALITY 

JUDAISM again meets modern theo- 
ries of sex in the sanction of divorce 
for other causes besides adultry. In fact 
it permits divorce for many reasons 
not granted in most of the states of the 
country, such as refusal to comply with 
marriage duties, sterility after ten 
years, and offenses against one's dig- 
nity and comfort. Yet it must not be 
supposed that under Judaism a divorce 
was given to anyone who sought it. If 
there was opposition by the husband 
or wife, as the case might be, a proper 



cause had to he made out. At all times, 
however, the Rabbis made efforts to 
reconcile the disrupting parties. 

Under the Jewish law, as in the 
saner modern theories of sex, birth 
control was permitted (though it was 
not always exercised). Judaism has 
always been lenient in permitting vio- 
lations of the law, to save human life. 
It was on this theory that it recommen- 
ded birth control. It made the theory 
more elastic so as to embrace poverty, 
for under extreme conditions of pov- 
erty, children might die from inanition 
and disease. Only recently a group of 
American conservative Rabbis advoca- 
ted birth control and cited support for 
it from the Talmud. 

.As is the case under all state gov- 
ernments, marriage under Jewish law 
is a contract and not a sacrament. The 
ceremony may be performed by a lay- 
man well versed in the law as well as 
by a Rabbi. In fact, according to strict 
legal technicality, any ceremony per- 
formed in the presence of witnesses 
constitutes a marriage if the man tells 
the woman he is marrying her, places a 
ring upon her finger, and she consents. 

FEEDING HUSBAND UN- 
KOSHER FOOD CAUSE FOR 
LOSS OF "KETUBAH" 

THE written record of the marriage 
is known as the Ketubah. It is in 
the nature 0 f our modern marriage li- 
cense. It carries within it provisions for 
alimony (a lump sum) in case of di- 
vorce, and a dower in case of death. It 
is chiefly a protective measure for the 
wife. She could not waive her rights 
under it and she always retained them, 
even if the document was lost. She 
lost her monetary rights, however, 
when she was guilty of adultery or pre- 
nuptial incontinence. She also "lost her 
Ketubah", i. e. forfeited her financial 
privileges, if she compelled her hus- 
band to violate Jewish laws and cus- 
toms, such as giving him food that was 
not Kosher. 

The Ketubah was originally intro- 
duced as a means of curbing the hus- 
band's inclination to obtain a divorce 
almost without notice. It put a lien 
upon his property in favor of the wife, 
in case of divorce, the money payable 
immediately. This restriction naturally 
made him hesitate to seek a divorce, 
(Continued on page 17) 
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ADOLF STOECKER- HITLER'S SPIRITUAL 

PREDECESSOR 



AFTER Bismarck brought Ger- 
man Nationalism into tangible 
form, it was a relatively obscure 
court-chaplain who took over from him 
leadership of the' German mass mind. 
( )ne of the greatest forces for the con- 
tinuance and intensification of German 
nationalism was this militant clergy- 
man, who embodied the new tendencies 
towards integral nationalism, — the 
spiritual predecessor of Adolf Hitler 
and the 1 bird Reich. 

Adolf Stoecker was bom on Decem- 
ber 11, 1835, in Halberstadt, the son 
of an army quartermaster. After years 
of intensive theological study at Halle 
and Berlin, he became a pastor in the 
small communities of Seggerde and 
liamersleben. When the Franco-Prus- 
sian War broke out in 1870, he was 
sent to Aletz as a lield-chaplain. One 
of his sermons on the battle-fields at- 
tracted the attention of King William 
1, who later as Kaiser called the com- 
paratively young man to Berlin as 
court-chaplain (lS74_). On January 3, 
18/8, Stoecker founded the Christian- 
Socialist Workers" Tarty, through 
which he hoped to win the working- 
man to "national and Christian ' 
thought, to better the workingman's 
position and to conquer the Social 
Democrats for the "spirit of nation- 
alism. ' At the first meeting of his 
party in Berlin "Eiskeller ' lie thun- 
dered at the Social Democrats who 
happened to be present: "You hate 
your Fatherland ... to hate the Father- 
land, that is like bating your mother !" 
For Stoecker being national and Chris- 
tian was impossible unless one were a 
pronounced enemy of the Jews, lie 
was the foremost anti-Semite of his 
time. 



This article is taken from Dr. Sny- 
der's comprehensive study of the back- 
ground of the Hitler movement, re- 
cently published under the title, "From 
Bismarck to Hitler." Those who still 
think Nazi anti-Semitism a post-war 
development, influenced by the Ver- 
sailles Treaty, will be disillusioned by 
this work. — Editor. 



By 

LOUIS L SNYDER 

I department of History. College of 
the City of A'r?v' Vork 

b'rom 187*) to 1898 Stoecker was a 
member of the Prussian Landtag, from 
1881-1893 and 1898-1908 he held a 
seat in the Reichstag, lie looked upon 
himself as a leader of the masses and 
was inclined to mix his duties as 
churchman and as political leader in a 
manner most disconcerting to the 
court. Constant scandalous affairs at 
mass-meetings, frequent libel suits, in- 
trigues, vexing conflicts with Bismarck, 
his bitter anti-Semitic policies, all these 
tended to make his position at court an 
unbearable one. The warnings of the 
Emperor seem to have little effect on 
him. When William 1 died in 1888, 
Stoecker's fate seemed sealed, since 
Frederick 11 had an aversion to the 
militant court-chaplain. His stock rose- 
once again when William 11 came to 
the throne, since the latter as Prince 
had, in spite of Bismarck's advice, 
shown a keen interest in bettering the 
condition of the workingman and 
seemed to be under Stoecker's influ- 
ence. Bismarck, always the Rctdpoliti- 
ker, advised the young emperor to re- 
tain his court-chaplain, through whom 
be hoped to win an influence at 
the court even though Stoecker irked 
him personally and politically. After 
Bismarck's dismissal in 1890, the Kai- 
ser was told by Grand Duke Frederick 
of Baden and Finance Minister Mi- 
qucl that he could obtain the support 
of the entire Jewish press it he got rid 
of Stoecker. Ever impulsive and seek- 
ing popularity, William 11 dropped his 
sky-pilot soon after the dismissal of his 
more earthly pilot. The method con- 
sis! ed merely in ignoring Stoecker as 
chaplain at the marriage of Princess 
Victoria, tiie emperor's sister. Stoecker 
interpreted the slight correctly and 
sent in bis resignation at once, Novem- 
ber 5. 1891. The Kaiser accepted with- 
out the courtesy of a replv. 

Stoecker's bellicose spirit was not at 
all dampened by this obvious affront. 
1 le kept lighting tor his Christian-So- 
cialist party, which however never 



made great headway in the Reich. 1 le 
turned his attention to the Inner Mis- 
sion in Berlin, an organization found- 
ed by him to convert the workingmcu 
io Christianity and to light the "un- 
christian spirit of the Social- Demo- 
crats." l ie wanted socialism as depicted 
in the Xew Testament, as opposed to 
"social-democracy and radicalism, ma- 
terialism and disbelief." He died on 
February 7, 1909, at Ciries-bei-15o7.cn. 

Let us consider the scene of Stoec- 
ker's activities. In 1871 Germany was 
politically unified after a series of 
sledge-hammer blows directed by Bis- 
marck at Denmark, Austria, and 
France. What Germany had hoped for 
for centuries, what the revolutionary 
movement of 1848 was unable to 
achieve was brought about by a blond- 
and-iron policy. Germany was at the 
height of her military power, unques- 
tionably the strongest nation on the 
continent. Nationalism had brought 
her to a place in the sun. 

AS a result in the 70's of payment 
of the huge French indemnity, 
money became too plentiful in Ger- 
man}-. Wild speculation and financial 
panics, higher cost of living and eco- 
nomic distress proved that even a vic- 
torious nation had to pa}' in the hour 
of its glory. This was indeed f ei tile 
ground for radicalism. While Bismarck 
was concerned with a vain struggle to 
match his own power against that of 
Rome in the "Kultur-kampf ," the So- 
cial Democratic party (composed of 
a fusion in 1875 of the followers of 
Karl Marx and Lasalle) seemed to 
be profiting by the economic unrest. 
It gradually increased in power, until 
bv 1877 it commanded half million 
votes and twelve seats in the Reich- 
stag. The spectre of political demo- 
cracy and anti-militarism awakened 
Bismarck to the fact that his real en- 
emy was not Rome but Socialism, 
which challenged the very back-bone 
of the nationalistic structure he had so 
laboriously built. 1 le backed out of the 
"Knlturkampf" in 1879 and until bis 
retirement in 1890 he waged a verit- 
able domestic war against Socialism. 
Rigorous legislation attempted to arrest 
the gradual but certain spread of the 
movement. 

{Continued on Xext l'oije) 
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Stoecker came to Berlin at the start 
of the "Kulturkampf ." During this 
Struggle he remained quiet, hut the rise 
of Social Democracy .stirred him into 
action. Although less anti-nationalistic 
than Socialists in other European 
countries, the Social-Democratic party 
remained essentially Marxian in theory 
— its insistence on international solid- 
arity jarred the popular, national, pa- 
triotic spirit of German militarists and 
aristocrats. Stoecker helicved the party 
to be anti-religious, immoral, un-Chris- 
tian. Furthermore he believed it to be 
controlled by Jewish financiers and 
charged the "Jewish-Marxian press" 
with poisoning the German mind. He 
plunged into the thick of the fight 
against Social Democracy by attempt- 
ing to urge the Socialists to think in a 
more Christian and national manner 
and to cease working for "national des- 
truction." The Christian Socialism he 
preached was irksome to Bismarck, 
who spoke with scorn of "priestly po- 
litics" and who in 1881 even intended 
to use his law enacted for the sup- 
pression of Socialism against Stoecker. 

THE program of the Christian-Social 
Workers' Party, gives us perhaps, 
the best indication of Stoecker's aims. 
It is his brain-child and it reflects his 
own personality, his own manner of 
thinking and, of importance to us, his 
nationalism. It endeavors to please both 
conservatives and radicals alike, calling 
upon them both to settle their differ- 
ences. He makes a sharp distinction 
between his own system and that of 
the Social Democrats. According to 
Stoecker the latter wanted to draw all 
capital into the hands of the central 
organization — the state — and then this 
capital would be portioned out among 
the people. Social Democracy wanted 
to expropriate all private property, 
which seemed to him impractical and 
Utopian. Lasalle demanded productive 
associations controlled not by capital- 
ism but the state; Stoecker opposed 
this, declaring that such a system 
would ruin the sanctity of private pro- 
perty and would destroy loyalty, feel- 
ing of duty, energy and ability among 
the average laborers. Stoecker's so- 
cialism wanted to better the condition 
of the workingman, not attempt to 
give him, as he says, more than he 
can possibly achieve. The task of the 
enlightened national and socialistic 
state was to strengthen the middle and 
lower class existence. These classes 
must learn to show a higher regard for 
the national duties of every citizen. 
Stoecker maintained that Social Dem- 



o^iacy did not understand this nation- 
alistic spirit. Social Democracy was in- 
ternational and un-Christian, which ap- 
peared to him as deadly to the best 
interests of the state. It meant "Athe- 
ism and Revolution." "No one who 
loves his nation," he said, "ought to 
look on without objection as Social 
Democracy tears from German hearts 
the Christianity for which our fathers 
and forefathers joyfully offered their 
blood . . . . 

The integral nationalism of Hitler 
and his National Socialist party in pre- 
sent-day Germany was presaged by 
Stoecker's Christian Socialism. A study 
of the writings of Hitler and Stoecker 
reveals words verbatim. The Fascist 
war-cry "Deutschland erwache!", for 
example, was first used by Stoecker. 
Hitler's anti-Semitic propaganda con- 
tains all of Stoecker's stock phrases, 
and his economic radicalism bears some 
similarity to that advocated by Stoec- 
ker. 

Even though as a chaplain he preach- 
ed the brotherhood of man, Stoecker 
did not seem to have any conscientious 
scruples against war as a national ne- 
cessity. He believed that anyone who 
considered the history of Prussia could 
not fail to see the finger of God direct- 
ing its destiny, lie referred to the 
German Wars of Liberation as the 
"most noble war ever fought in his- 
tory. He found this same spirit in 
1870-71, this same "determination and 
energy, royalist loyalty and love for 
the Fatherland; a firm faith in God, 
a willingness to sacrifice without par- 
allel.'' "It was a national war," he 
says, "filled with German enthusiasm." 
He compared the majesty of war with 
die majesty of God and praised the 
all-powerful Judge for the blessings of 
victory." 

Stoecker was the foremost anti- 
Semite of his time. He felt that it 
was impossible for the Jew to under- 
stand the high Christian "Weltan- 
schauung" or the deep spirit of Ger- 
manic ideas. For him Judaism was a 
great danger for German, national life. 
"Modern Judaism," he said, "is a for- 
eign drop of blood in our national 
body; it is a destructive power . . . . 
We must nurse again the peculiarities 
of our national genius — German spirit, 
industriousness. and piety, our herit- 
age." He thought it altogether impos- 
sible to have a Christian, national state 
as long as Judaism played an "import- 
ant role" in Germany. The Germans 
would be fools to let the Jews cripple 
their national life. 



Sioecker believed that Israel had re- 
tained a national character all its own. 
He spoke again and again about the 
foreign religion, race and nationality 
of the Jews, lie pointed out that no 
people on earth retained its racial pe- 
culiarities so tenaciously. "The Jews 
are today a nation for themselves," he 
said. "And we ought not to look upon 
this people as other than foreigners 
simply because they speak German 
among us. They speak Hebrew, too, 
they have another method of tabulating 
time ; they cannot show more clearly 
that they want to retain their national 
consciousness. And again : "The Jews 
are a nation within a nation, a state 
within a state, a race in the midst of 
another race. All immigrants are fi- 
nally, assimilated in the nation where 
they live, but not the Jews. Their un- 
broken Semitism and their rigid ritual 
system and enmity to Christians stand 
in direct contrast to the Germanic 
spirit." 

Stoecker was opposed to emancipa- 
tion of the Jews, which would be an 
error from the national viewpoint. He 
conceded that individual jews achieved 
excellent results in various fields, but 
a flood of the spirit of Judaism in the 
sciences would not aid the national de- 
velopment of Germany. That Jews 
provided work for laborers was an in- 
sult to German national pride. He 
pointed to the fact that Professor 
Treitschke, whom he calls "that man 
moved by the national spirit and above 
any suspicion of religious fanaticism," 
had once said : "The Jews are our mis- 
fortune!" 

WHEN in Feb. 1888 a statue of 
Heine was to be erected, Stoecker 
worked feverishly against the propo- 
sition. "It alienates the healthy pa- 
triotism of the people," he said. "It 
ought to be made of mud. . . . Heine 
— the Jew — was a rascal (Lump) !" 
He asked his followers not to accept 
the conception that Lessing was a 
friend of the Jews. "Lessing's 'Nathan 
the Wise' is an exaggerated picture. It 
will disappear behind the figure of 
Shylock." He rebuked Lessing for 
writing that "Weltuergertum" (citizen- 
ship-of-the-world) was the only true 
spirit and that nationalism was a'weak- 
ness. This statement, Stoecker said, 
exhibited one of the many weaknesses 
of the great Lessing. "In the century 
that separates us from him we have 
progressed a little." 

( Continued on page 13) 
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THE BEARD 

By FLORENCE LIPKIN 



EACH morning he watched his 
grand-nephew emerge from the 
bathroom rubbing his freshly- 
shaven face, and he shook his head 
regretfully and sighed. Each morning, 
since the hoy had first begun to shave, 
he had watched, hopefully, but each 
morning the growth of the day be- 
fore was gone, and there was the boy 
stroking his chin and brushing away 
the powder from his cheeks. 

Ah, the voung ones, the young ones ! 
More and' more they were breaking 
away from the old ways. Soon, what 
would be left of the old traditions? 
Uncle Michel thought of his own young 
davs and w ith what joy he had greeted 
the signs of manhood and his right 
to take his place in the schul among 
the elders. Ah, the times have changed, 
the times have changed ! But what 
could he expect of the boy? Once he 
had walked with him to the gates of 
his college, and there he had seen that 
all the boys were smooth-shaven. True, 
most of them were goyim. but even 
the Jewish boys were beardless. Could 
he demand of the boy that he be dif- 
ferent from the rest?' Yes, he under- 
stood — but each morning the sight of 
the bare cheeks drew a long sigh from 
his bosom. 

And then one morning he saw the 
bov going into the bathroom, and in an 
incrediblv short time he was out, whist- 
ling as lie rubbed his face. When he 
sat down to breakfast opposite Uncle 
.Michel, there was a faint stubble on 
his face. Uncle Michel ate nervously, 
eyeing his nephew between every dip 
of the spoon. Was it true, what he 
saw ? But what was the reason ? Per- 
haps the boy had a sore or a rash 
that he was afraid to irritate with the 
razor. But another stealthy look show- 
ed him that the skin was clear and 
healthy. Had he, then, forgotten? But 
how did one forget such things, such 
habits. Perhaps, after all — 

His trembling hand shook a blob of 
cereal upon his black-and-white strag- 
gly beard, and carefully he wiped it 
awav. If *the boy had really decided, it 
was not well for him to see anything 
that would cause him to change his 
mind. 

The hairy growth grew longer with 
the passing' of the days. Uncle Michel 



sat aero.ss the table and saw that each 
morning it was thicker and longer, 
lie wanted to speak to the boy, but he 
dared not. it might make him shy, 
uneasy, and then he might even—! 
Xo, no, better to allow him to do it in 
his own way. 

The spring days were becoming 
warmer and warmer, and Uncle Michel 
watched with greater anxiety. It was 
in the hot days of summer that he 
might falter. If he would persist thru 
the summer, then Uncle Michel would 
be assured. The boy was not going- 
out so much now. It was good that 
he had to study for the graduation ex- 
aminations, and had to stay home in 
the evenings. It would help him to 
pass the early, and more difficult, be- 
cause unaccustomed, stages. 

And now it was the last week of 
school. As w ( as his custom, Uncle 
Michel waited for his grand-nephew, 
and together, side by side, they walked 
out of the house and to the corner. 
There they parted, the boy to walk 
downtown to his college, Uncle Michel 
to walk uptown to the schul. Uncle 
Michel stood on the corner, looking 
after the boy as he walked briskly 
down the avenue. How tall he was, 
-how straight, how finely built! 

Uncle Michel saw him suddenly in 
a new light. Of all the other children 
in the family, he alone was following 
in the ways of his fathers. He alone 
was carrying on the traditions of his 
people. 



"The Treatises Derek Eres" — Edi- 
ted from Manuscripts, with an Intro- 
duction, Notes, 1'ariants and English 
Translation. By Michael Higger, Ph. 
D. Xcw York 1935. 

DOCTOR HIGGER, who is one 
of the lecturers in the Center 
Institute of Jewish Studies for 
Adults, has added another laurel to the 
many that he has won in the field of 
Talmudic literature. In the work which 
he has now published he gives us a 
critical edition of one of the smaller, 
extra-canonical Tractates of the Tal- 
mud, but one which deals with a sub- 



Uncle Michel turned to go towards 
the schul. The family was talking 
about the presents it would give to 
the bov for graduation. Only Uncle 
Michel had not spoken. Indeed^ no- 
body expected him to speak. There 
was nothing he had to give. He was 
a poor man, living with the family 
of his niece, who, out of the goodness 
of her heart and because he was her 
dead mother's only brother, had sent 
him money to come to America from 
the old home and spend his last years 
among friends. And as soon as he 
had arrived she had bought for him 
a seat in the sclnd. This seat was the 
only thing of value that he possessed. 
It had been his for ten years, and 
would be his till the end of his days, 
unless, before that, he wished to sell 
it or transfer it to someone. 

As he neared the schul, Uncle 
Michel's step quickened. This would 
be his present to the boy ! Today, 
today, he would arrange it, so that 
he could leave the ticket besides his 
plate with the other presents from 
the family. For this one nephew no- 
thing was too good. He alone was 

deserving of this gift. 

* * * 

At the end of a long line of jost- 
ling and laughing youths, the boy 
stood. Already he was near the top 
of the platform. And now he was 
next. They held up the tape. 

"Three and a quarter inches ! Ben 
Birnbaum wins the Class Day Cup 
for the longest beard in the Senior 
Class! Hip-hip—!" 

Waving his hand to the cheering 
crowd, the boy stroked his short beard 
and thought longingly of the razor on 
the bathroom shelf. 



ject that should be of interest to all 
fews even in this modern age. For 
this tractate deals with the Jewish rules 
of conduct, behavior, good manners, 
and, as our author translates the term 
Derek Ercc — etiquette. The aim of the 
compilers of this tractate was to give 
to scholars and laymen a code of be- 
havior and good manners to assist them 
in the ordinary routine of life. 

The scholar was to set the example 
to others ; therefore most of the max- 
ims were for the benefit of scholars. 
Space docs not permit the inclusion 
(Continued on page 21) 
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THE SABBATH CANDLES 

By SIDNEY VICTOR LEVY 



CLASPING an unlit match, grand- 
ma steps with her usual nimbi e- 
ncss into the dining room from 
the aromatic kitchen. She is rightfully 
proud of her cooking conquests, and 
when the weekly ycfilta fish satisfies 
her discerning eye grandma is as happy 
as any conscientious artist, hi the 
dining room she displays no flourish, 
no floundering, no frailness as she ig- 
nites the awaiting candles as instinct- 
ively as another woman lights a cigar- 
ette. She shakes her torch-bearing 
hand until the match's flame darkens to 
mere smoke. Then she tosses the char- 
red stick out of the window. Her 
grandchildren imagine that all Jewish 
women throw their burnt matches into 
the street at the same time each Fri- 
day. And this is why the lighting of 
the candles coincides with the dusk ; 
the slowly rising charcoal particles, ac- 
cording to grandma's tales, bring on the 
twilight hour. If the good women do 
not set up the traditional candles and 
fling the blackened match to the air, 
darkness — and with it the Sabbath — 
will never come. Thus no day of rest 
without religious observance. 

Cheek by jowl the exotic tango team, 
Wax and Taper, show their smoke; 
then start a graceful snake-hips dance ; 
and soon serenely waltz. The fidgety 
flames cast their reflection through an 
open French door, enabling" the grand- 
children to observe it. Judy, seven, im- 
mediately ceases to instruct her three 
year old sister in the art of banging 
"chopsticks" on the piano, and, to par- 
take in the sacred Friday evening cere- 
monies, they both tiptoe into the newly 
l'ghted room. The small, laughing girls 
clasp hands, and lovingly encircle their 
praying grandma in ring-around-a- 
rosey fashion. Grandma devoutly 
closes her eyes, while she passes her 
hands — religiously trained by her mo- 
ther, and guided by her ancestors- — 
above, around, and between the two 
brilliant candle flames. 

"Blessed art thou, O Lord our God, 
King of t he universe, who hast sanc- 
tified us by thy commandments, and 
hast commanded to kindle the Sabbath- 
light." The little folks squeal "Amen" 
just as soon as the short praver cuds, 
one sister attempting to "Amen" more 
loudly and quickly than the other. 
Happily they hug their grandma, and 
the smaller one, enchanted by the scene, 



cries, "Now me make fire". Grandma 
kisses them, hiding a sweet tear; and 
these three — grandma and grandchil- 
dren wish one another a Cood Slia- 
bits. In the meanwhile the glowing" 
candles are so moved by the simple 
beauty and pure loveliness before them 



OFTEN were the times that I 
had left my hills of Safed for 
a trip to Haifa, and suddenly, 
in the midst of the conversations with 
people whom I had come down to see, 
1 would be filled with a longing to 
leave and return ; a yearning which I 
could not define would possess me to 
such an extent that I would return by 
the first bus to my Safed. How rest- 
lesslv I would sit until my eyes had 
caught the hue of blue Kinerat stretch- 
ed below me, and then what a feeling 
of peace and security ! I will try to 
define or explain this emotion, f only 
know that it is so, that all this beauty 
speaks as no person can, that before 
it man becomes an infinitesimal quan- 
tity — negligible. 

^ ^ % 

Safed is a small city in upper Gali- 
lee. Here Caro lived during the many 
years it took him to codify the laws 
of Israel. Near here, at Aleron, Simion 
Ben Jochai, reputedly the first of the 
Cabalists, was supposed to have writ- 
ten the Zohar, the treatise on the nature 
of God. it was from Safed that future 
students of the Cabala received inspira- 
tion after the expulsion from Spain. 
J fere it was that the mystic concept of 
God revealed itself in exaggerated 
form, — giving birth to the curious de- 
velopment of the Ten Emanations or 
the Kin Soph. Where else could this 
conception have came if not from these 
mysterious hills and fantastic valleys, 
unreal in their fantasy? 

Safed could not have thrived as the 
great center of culture and study 
which it had become in the fifteenth 
and sixteenth century if there had not 
been something which could appeal to 
these imaginative men who gathered 
there to live a life of simplicity and 
virtue. Blagues have not broken its 
spell, neither have earthquakes. It is 
Mill the Safed of the Cabala, where 
mysticism could be combined with as- 



that they shed soft tears. The gold 
plated candle-sticks harbor these tears 
which slide down the thin white bodies 
of the candles and which build huge 
castles in the imaginations of the fas- 
cinated children. 



ceticism. . . . Safed, from whose 
heights one must drink and drink, 
whose beauty is such that one must 
look away lest one's heart burst with 
the fullness and greatness surround- 
ing him. 

Gills! not the hills we know, but 
hills which seem to fold gently, one 
into the other, until the illusion of a 
sea is created. .And strangely enough, 
they seem to take on the moods of 
the sea, except for the richer colors 
wrought by patches of green and the 
reddish brown of naked rock. Stark 
is its beauty, and yet, at the setting 
of the sun, it becomes a blending of 
softness and color. 

( )ften on a moonlit night, when I 
walked outside the city, I was deeply 
struck not only by what I saw before 
me, but also by the associations the 
scene brought up. 1 saw the shepherds 
of my people, I heard their reeds 
sounding through the clear air and 1 
knew that 1 was home at last. 

I climbed to the highest point of 
Safed, where the Romans had built 
their ancient fortress. I looked about 
me. The moon had risen full over 
Kinerat . . . Moonbeams upon Kinerat 
. . . Mt. Etzmon a silhouette ! In the 
west lay Mt. Carmel ; in the east the 
valley was spread before me, with the 
lights of Tiberias dulled by the bright- 
ness of the moon. Directly below was 
the peace of sleeping Safed, Safed si- 
lent, yet singing a symphony of beauty. 
I was filled with a greatness which 
held me spellbound. 1 remembered the 
words of the poet : "Perhaps it was 
in a dream that 1 beheld thee, Oh, my 
Kinerat." 

And from this encompassing beauty 
I took new courage, new hope, a feel- 
ing, a zest for life. Humble did 1 feel, 
for I knew that here was a grandeur 
which is to God alone. In humility 
I turned away. 
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PASSOVER IN THE TELEBENDE MENAGE 



SANS \ entc to me: 
"Mendel, what will be the end? 
Jlere is Passover almost under 
the nose and there's no sign of it yet 
in the house. Don't we have to pro- 
vide for Passover? May 1 provide for 
your funeral !" 
1 reply : 

"Vente, your curses won't provide 
for pesach. Better put them away until 
after the holidays. They'll keep, and 
you'll find them useful then too." 

Says Vente : 

"If you don't like it you know what 
to do, may the Angel of Death know 
what to do with vou!" 

So 1 ask her : 

"What, for example, do you need 
for pesach,-'" 
Says she : 

"First, we need matzos." 
"And then ?" 
"Then eggs." 
"Go on." 

"We need onions, and borslit and 
potatoes and chicken fat." 
"Keep going," I prompt her. 
"Well, some parsley." 
"What more?" 

Vente suddenly grows angry and 
hursts out : 

"Let me catch my breath, will you?" 

"Vou can catch your breath later," 
J answer. "Go on." So she continues: 

"And meat, and a suit and shoes for 
Pineh. and suits and shoes for Feivel 
and Isaac'l, and for Sadie a dress and 
for me a dress." 

"Go on," I repeat calmly. 

"And oilcloth for the kitchen table 
and a bit of carpet for the bedroom." 

"Further?" 

"And some kerosene to clean the 
beds ..." 
"And ..." 
Yente glares at me. 
"And dot sail," she finishes. 
So I say : 

"Without all these things there can 
still be pesach." 
"No !" she asserts. 

"Yes," I affirm, and I point out that 
a friend of mine, Pitsche the tailor, 
even did without matzohs last year and 
failed to starve. 

Says Yente : 

"A plague on you and Pitsche to- 
gether." 
I reply : 

"Yente, you don't have to curse 
Pitsche. His own wife, the Lord be 
thanked, can do that for him. As to 
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meat for Passover. 1 know people who 
do entirely without meat. They call 
themselves vegetarians. They consider 
it a sin to eat meat. And yet they are 
as strong as bears." 

"It's a bloff," says Vente. "There 
aren't any such people. And if there 
are, they eat chickens." 

So 1 tell her: 

"Vou don't know what vou are talk- 
ing about." 

"And what about eggs?" 

"imagine that the world was created 
without eggs." 

"And potatoes ?" 

"imagine that there is not a single- 
potato on earth." 

"And what about the children run- 
ning about without shoes ?" 

"Did nature intend people to wear 
shoes?" I ask. 

Vente's face begins to turn a deep 
crimson. 

"And the suits for the children?" 
she says in a low voice. 

"To me." I reply, keeping an eye 
carefully on her, "new suits don't 
mean anything." 

"And if I must go about naked and 
barefoot — is that nothing to you too?" 

Say i : "And if / go about ragged, 
what about that ?" 

Says she : 

"You can make yourself a shroud." 

"What will be then?" 

"Happiness," she replies. 

By this time I see that Yente can't 
take a joke, so I say to her : 

"Vente, if you'll behave yourself, 
and keep your mouth shut, and stop 
cursing, I'll find a way to provide for 
Passover. Is that a bargain ?" 

Vente looks at me closelv. 

"Yes," she mutters. 

"Sure ?" 

"Sure." 

Then I make a slip and find mvself 
saying: "I don't believe you." 

"If you don't believe me," she re- 
plies, "you can go ". 

And she sends me to the place I 
have. alas-, heard so much about. 

* * * * 



CUAIIXG home from the shop 1 
find Vente sitting with clasped 
hands and a sour face. I ask her 
what is the mailer and she tells me 
that our two boarders, the Polaks, 
Blazsheg and Vabzsheg, moved out 
owing two months rent. 

Say 1 : "Vente, serve you right. I 
warned you not to take in Polaks." 

"Who should know?" she protests, 
"that two such big, pockmarked goyim 
woe to them would not pay up?" 
"Well, now they're gone," I try to 
console her, "don't take it to heart. 
Imagine that you were sick and spent 
the money on doctors." 

This caused Yente to lose her tem- 
per. "Be sick and miserable with the 
two Polaks together," she cried. "Mis- 
fortune take you both ! The three of 
you should lie six months on one side 
and six months on the other!" 

So I say: "Vente, hadn't we better 
think about finding them?" 

Says she: "May the evil one find 
you ! How do you expect to find two 
goyim in Brownsville?" 

Say I: "Vtm '11 see. I'll get them." 
I took myself out and went from 
one Turkish bath to another. I knew 
you could find Polaks sweating over 
customers. But my runaway boarders 
were not there. 

Next I made the round of Jewish 
restaurants. What Jewish restaurant 
does not have a couple of Polaks wash- 
ing dishes? But 1 failed again. 

So I visited a Polish saloon and 
asked one of the men there: "Have 
you come across Blazsheg?" 
"What Blazsheg?" he asked. 
"A Pole whose name is Blazsheg," 
I answer. m 

"No," he replies in Polish, "I have- 
n't seen him." 

"Or Vabzsheg?" I inquire. 
"No Vabzsheg," he says. 
It occurs to me to ask the fat-cheek- 
ed Polish girls with the watery eyes 
who work in Jewish houses. I go out, 
and meeting a sturdy Polish girl I 
say to her : 

"Marianna, perhaps vou know where 
there is a Blazsheg?' One of your 
countrymen, with stiff moustache's?" 

Marianna sends me to another girl, 
who works for a Jewish butcher. 

I find her and ask: "Marianna,"— 
nearly all Polish girls are named Mari- 
anna "Do you happen to know where 
Hlazsheg or Vabzsheg work?" 
W ho are they?" she asks. 
(Continued on Next Page) 
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Say I : "Two healthy shkotcim. Both 
vour countrymen. Both thieves and an- 
ti-Semites." 

She thinks awhile and then replies: 
"Yes. 1 know where they are.' 1 And 
she gives me their address. 

I come to the place. It is a red brick 
building; with a sign : 

MATZOS FOR PASSOVER 
JACOB J A COB SON 

In the office 1 see the bookkeeper, a 
lew with a blonde beard, a black skull- 
cap and a pencil behind his ear. 1 ask 
him : 

"Mister, do two big Polak.s work 
here ?" 

"What are their names?" he asks. 

"One is Blazsheg and the other 
Yabzsheg; both cut throats, both 
thieves and both anti-Semites." 

"Yes," be replies. "Go in there, 
please, through that door." 

I look at the door: Over it is writ- 
ten: "Matzo Bakery." 

I lose no time but go in. There are 
my boarders, baking matzos. As soon 
as they see me the}' run forward with 
apologies. 

"Pani Telebende," they say, "we had 
to move — couldn't stand Yent.e" And 
they promised to bring me the money 
in two weeks. 

Going out 1 ask the bookkeeper : 
"Mister, why do you employ t/nyiiit for 
making Passover matzos?" 

He re] dies: "In the first place the 
Polaks are stronger workmen. In the 
second place they work for less wages. 
In the third place they don't belong 
to a union. And in the fourth place 
take a fig for all American hashruth 
and all American Jcwishness ..." 

* * * 

ERF.r PliSJCH I go to the bath, 
steam myself clean, comb my 
beard, put on a clean shirt, go to schul 
(my schul is the Chcvrc . Inslic I'cif), 
finish praying, come home, cheerful. 



{Continued from f>ayc 9) 

merry, as befits a king, and with a hol- 
iday voice, call out : 

"Good Yomtov, \ ente, good Yom- 
tov!" 

And Ycnte quickly responds : 

"A dark and dismal Yomtov on your 
head, on your hands and feet, on your 
skin and bones ! I am suffering with 
Pineh and he sings good Yomtov ! The 
landlord from next door wants to kill 
Pineh and he says good Yomtov!" 

I stand still, surprised. That Yente 
should curse! How could that be? 

I say to her: "Yente, what has come 
over you? How can you curse me? 
It isn't in you !" 

She replies: "When I'll bury both 
you and Pineh I'll stop cursing." 

"What did Pineh do?" 1 ask, coming 
down to business. 

"First of all." she replies. "J want 
you to break his ribs. Then I'll tell 
you what he was up to." 

"Tell me now," I say. "so I won't 
beat him if he doesn't deserve a heat- 
ing." 

"You've got to crip] >le Pineh even 
if he doesn't deserve it," she says. "For 
Pineh is not a child. He's a devil, a 
black year, a monster, a misfortune! 
Just like his lather, a plague on him!" 

I take down the strap and drag 
Pineh to the table, meanwhile asking 
Yente and Feivel and Isaac to hold 
him down. 

Yente does not move and Feivel and 
Isaac bolt into the bedroom. They're 
afraid, they say. that Pineh will settle 
with them tomorrow. 

L'sing independent force I place Pi- 
neh across my knees and am about to 
lay on when Yente begins to shriek : 

"Mendel - leave the child alone! 
What do you want of him? You can't 
bear to see him breathe? You want to 
have doctors in the house? Leave him 
go! Did you ever see anything like it! 
For every trifle, for every little bit of 
foolishness he wants to heat him! What 
do you think ? Pineh is made of iron ?" 

I wait until Yente has finished and 
then release Pineh. 

Immediately Yente shrieks again: 

"Mendel, you ox, you donkey! Why 



do you let him go? Give it to him, so 
he'll remember you. Show him that 
you are a father, woe to you !" 

1 don't know what to do: kill Pineh 
or let him live. 

Meanwhile the door opens and there 
comes in the landlord from next door, 
a tall Jew with a hard, undercut beard. 

"Good Yomtov, reb Mendel," he 
says. His tone is bitter despite the 
holiday greeting. "I'm glad to find 
you in. I want to tell you what your 
Pineh, the bummer, did." 

"What, for example?" I ask. 

The landlord begins a story. Last 
summer he spent about fifteen dollars 
on grapes and made wine for Passover. 
This wine he kept in the cellar, where 
Pineh, just this morning, discovered it. 

"Well what of it?" I prompt him. 

"What do you mean, what of it? he 
barks. "1 le knocked off the tap." 

"Well," I ask, "what happened?" 

"-Nothing," replied the landlord in a 
hollow voice. "Nothing. Only every 
drop of wine ran out. Not even 
enough was left to fill one glass for 
the service." 

I turn to Pineh. 

"Is this true?" 1 ask. 

"It is," he says at once. 

"Why did you do it?" I ask him. 

Replies Pineh: "I didn't mean any 
barm. I just wanted to find out how 
much wine there was in the barrel." 

At Pineh's words the landlord blows 
up. He can hardly talk. He splutters: 
"How can people have such bandits for 
children, such bommers ! It's a dis- 
grace !" 

Yente can hold herself back no long- 
er. 

"(Juiet — quiet — don't howl!" she 
cries. "If one has wine one keeps it 
in the. house, not in the cellar. You've 
got eight rooms, may you have eight 
pimples in your gullet !" 

The landlord glares at Yente. spits 
in her face, and walks out. Yente ex- 
presses the hope that next Passover 
grass will grow over him. 

So you see, my first seder was not 
a very pleasant one. 
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AT lime- tin- truth shines so bril- 
liantly that we perceive it as clear 
as clay. Our nature and habit 
then draw a veil over our perception, 
and we return to a darkness almost as 
dense a.s before. We are like those who, 
though beholding frequent flashes of 
lightning, still find themselves in the 
thickest darkness of the night. On 
some the lightning flashes in rapid suc- 
cession, and they seem to be in con- 
tinuous light, and their night is as clear 
as the day . . . 

The degrees in the perfection of men 
vary according to these distinctions. 
Concerning those who never beheld the 
light even for one day, but walk in con- 
tinual darkness, it is written, "They 
know not, neither will they under- 
stand ; they walk on in darkness" (Ps. 
lxxxii.5). Truth, in spite of all its 
powerful manifestations, is completely 
withheld from them, and the following 
words ot Scripture may be applied to 
them, "Anil now men see not the light 
which is bright in the skies". ( Job xxx- 
\ii,21 ). — Introduction to liic Guide for 
the Perplexed 

These likewise are the words of our 
Sages; consider well their statement, 
that the deeper sense of the words of 
the holy Law are pearls, and the literal 
acceptance of a figure is of no value in 
itself. Thev compare the hidden mean- 
ing included in the literal sense of the 
simile to a pearl lost in a dark room, 
which is full of furniture. It is certain 
that the pearl is in the room, but the 
man can neither see it nor know where 
it lies. It is just as if the pearl were 
no longer in his possession, for, as has 
been stated, it affords him no benefit 
whatever until he kindles a light. The 
same is the case with the comprehen- 
sion of that which the simile represents. 
The wise king said, "A word fitly 
spoken is like apples of gold in vessels 
of silver (Prov. xxv.ll) . . . 

In every word which has a double 
sense, a literal one and a figurative 
one. the plain meaning must be as val- 
uable as silver, and the hidden mean- 
ing still more precious; so that the 
figurative meaning bears the same re- 
lation to the literal one as gold to 
silver. It is further necessary that the 
plain sense of the phrase shall give to 
diose who consider it some notion of 
that which the figure represents. Just 



After S00 Years, the World Still Ac- 
claims Them As Profoundly Wise 

as a golden apple overlaid with a net- 
work of silver, when seen at a dis- 
tance, or '.inked at superficially, is 
mistaken for a silver apple, but when 
a keen-sighted person looks at 'the ob- 
ject well, he will find what is within, 
and see that the apple is gold. The 
same is the case with the figures em- 
ployed by prophets. Taken literally, 
such expressions contain wisdom use- 
ful for many purposes, among others, 
for the amelioration of the condition 
of societv; e.g., the Proverbs (of Sol- 
omon), and similar sayings in their 
literal sense. Their hidden meaning, 
however, is profound wisdom, condu- 
cive to the recognition of real truth. 

* :K * 

GOD knows that 1 hesitated very 
much before writing on the sub- 
jects contained in this work, since they 
are profound mysteries ; they are topics 
which, since the time of our captivity 
Lave not been treated by any ot our 
scholars as far as we possess their 
writings; how then shall 1 now make 
a beginnirg and discuss them? But I 
lely on two precedents: first, to similar 
cases our Sages applied the verse, "Jt 
is time to do something in honour of 
the Lord ; for they have made void thy 
law" ( Ps. exix.126). Secondly, they 
have said, "Let all thy acts be guided 
by pure intentions." ( )n these two 
principles- 1 relied while composing 
-nine parts of this work. Lastly, when 
1 have a difficult subject before me — 
when 1 find the road narrow, and can 
see no other way of teaching a well 
established truth except by pleasing 
one intelligent man and displeasing ten 
thousand fools — 1 prefer to address 
myself to the one man, and to take no 
no* ice whatever of the condemnation 
of the multitude; 1 prefer to extricate 
that intelligent man from his embar- 
rassment and show him the cause of 
his perplexity, so that he may attain 
perfection and be at peace. 

* * * 

lvit that you may live and condemn 
excess. Believe not that much eating 
and drinking makes the bodv grow and 
enlarges the understanding, like a sack 



which is filled by what is put into it. 
It is just the reverse. I>y moderate 
eating the stomach acquires strength to 
receive it and, through the natural heat, 
to digest it. Then a man grows in 
physical health and bis mind is settled, 
thii if he eat more than is necessary, 
the stomach cannot receive it and the 
natural heat cannot digest it ; it will 
come out before him. 'It is a vile 
thing; it shall not be accepted' (Lev. 
xix./). llis body will be emaciated, 
his understanding negligible, his purse 
empty, 'fake care, then, that you do 
not eat except what you can digest, 
because it is injurious to the body and 
] urse, and is the cause of most ill- 
nesses . Idviee to iiis son in litltical 
i V if/, Responsa II. 39a. 

=1= % 

The wise man is a greater asset to 
a naMon than is a king — Commentary 
on the Mishnah, Horayol III, end. 

* * # 

In general, man's life should be mo- 
tivated, and his actions guided, by three 
( iod - like qualities, viz., hesed , kind- 
ness, tsednkah, righteousness, and mis- 
fiat, judgment. 

* * * 

Wl I( )EVEK closes his eyes against 
charity is called, like the idol-wor- 
shipper, impious .... Whoever gives 
alms to the poor with bad grace and 
downcast looks, though he bestow a 
thousand gold pieces, all the merit is 
lost; but he must give with good grace, 
gladly, sympathising with the poor man 
in his trouble. If a poor man solicit 
alms of you and vou have nothing to 
give him, console him with words; 
and it is forbidden to upbraid the poor 
or raise the voice against him, since 
his heart is broken and crushed. 

* * * 

It is in the nature of man to strive 
to gain money and to increase it ; and 
his great desire to add to his wealth 
and honor is the chief source of misery 
for man. 

Do not consider a thing as proof 
because you find it written in books; 
lor just as a liar will deceive with his 
tongue, he will not be deterred from 
doing the same thing with his pen. 
They are utter fools who accept a 
thing as convincing proof because it 
is in writing. — h/i/eret Tcman, h'es- 
ponsa 1 1 . 5(1. 

{Continued on pat/e LSj 
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The "REVIEW'S" Own Names Contest 

Read Instructions on Next Page and Win 

A Prize 




. 9 Mordecai M. Kaplan, Hyman Aaron, Felix M. Warburg, Henry No. 10 Ira L. Rosonson, William I. Siegel. Victor Bacch. Reuben 

Seinfel, Judge Hartmann, David De Sola Pool, Edna Ferber, Brainin, Maurice Samuel, Max Reinhardt, Louis Golding. 

Moses Ginsberg, Samuel Stark, Oscar Wasserman. Ralph Jonas, Edward Lazansky, Jimmie Durante. 




Emanuel Greenberg, Mischa Elman, Jacob L Holtzmann, No. 12 Frank Levey, Benj. J. Kline, David Goodstein, Abraham 

Nathan D. Shapiro, Mitchell May, Benj. H. Namm, Herbert Ginsburg, Morris Rosenfeld, Max Beerbohm, Irwin Steingut, 

H. Lehman, Isaac Porter, Harry E. I ewic. Roxy. Richard J. Gottheil, Hir'hbein, Edward A. Filene. 
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A TEST OF YOUR INTELLECTUAL CAPACITY 

WHO DO THE CARTOONS ON THE OPPOSITE PAGE REPRESENT? 
1+ takes mental agiiity to solve the puzzles— and don't place too much trust in the name you select from 

the printed list underneath each cartoon. 

Directions and Rules 

Study each cartoon. Write in what you think are the correct names on the coupon below, together with your name 
and address. Enclose 10c. with each set of four answers to defray the clerical cost involved, and mail to: Brooklyn Jewish 
Center, 667 Eastern Parkway. 

You can send in as many sets of replies as you wish, but each set must be accompanied by 10 cents. Anyone can enter 
the contest, member or non-member, and at any time. The replies however must be mailed as soon after the cartoons 
appear as possible but not later than the fifth of the month following the publication of each issue. 

41 PRIZES 

will be awarded to those solving all the puzzles. These prizes are in addition to the great fun you will have and the satis- 
faction of an intellectual attainment. The prizes (as befits their source) are: — 

I Membership (Worth $50.) 25 Guest Cards 

5 Lockers for the Gymnasium (Worth $50.) 5 copies of "Judaism— An Analysis and An Interpretation , 

5 Cards for Hydropathic treatments in the Gymnasium by Dr. Levinthal, autographed by him. 

If you are a member, and already own one or more of the above privileges, you can exercise your sleuthing abilities 
for the laudaube purpose of introducing a friend to the Center. 

SOLUTION COUPON FOR APRIL— Number 3 



The Judges Are: 
Joseph M. Schwartz Henry Seinfel 
Louis J. Gribetz Joseph Kaye 
Joseph Goldberg 

Naturally the members of the judges' 
families are barred from the contest. 
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II 
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12 


Contestant's Name and Address: 



ALL PRIZES MAY BE APPLIED BY THE WINNERS TOWARDS THEIR CENTER PAYMENTS 



ADOLF STOECKER— HITLER'S SPIRITUAL PREDECESSOR 

(Continued front page 6) 



At the mas meeting" Stoecker adopted 
sensational methods in convincing his 
audiences of the anti-nationalistic spirit 
of Semitism. A typical example of his 
method is this extract from an attack- 
on the Jews: "Ladies and Gentlemen: 
Recently a body was found in the vi- 
cinity. Jt was examined: present were 
the Jewish town-physician, a Jewish 
doctor, a Jewish coroner, a Jewish law- 
yer — only the body was German ! . . . 
We don't want this to be the fate of 
Berlin and the fate of all great cities; 
we want to keep our people alive 
through the real powers of life ( Le- 
benskraefte ) . You can he assured of 
it; the people are behind us!" 

Stoecker felt that anti-Semitism was 
not only a national question, hut an 
international one of the highest impor- 
tance. "Hut no people," he said, "suf- 
fers so much under the burden of Ju- 
daism as the Germans. . . . Our national 
honor, however, is not sensitive enough 
to light against this evil." . . . "Jt is 
not enough to speak German in order 



to he a German. One can indeed say — 
an Evangelical or a Catholic French- 
man. Englishman or German, but not 
a Jewish Frenchman, Fnglishman or 
German, only a French, English or ( ier- 
man Jew. . . . The national life of na- 
tions is threatened by this international 
force." lie linked Social Democracy, 
seemingly his pet aversion, with Juda- 
ism as typified by the names Karl 
Marx and Lasalle. 

According to Stoecker the solution 
to the Jewish problem lay in a whole- 
sale conversion, until the Jews obtained 
a complete enthusiasm for Christian 
belief. 

The anti-Semitism which Stoecker 
advocated has been inherited quite na- 
turally by the integral nationalists in 
present-day Germany. Most of the 
phrases and examples of Stoecker's 
anti-Semitism, a few of which have 
just been given, are familiar to Ger- 
man Fascists. 



CENTER 
Kiddie Revue 

Sunday Afternoon 
May 26 

Under the supervision of 

Sonny Hoey 

famous Song & Dance Instructor 
— and — 

Eli Dantzig 

Well Known Musical Director 

Children and relatives of Center 
members — ages from 3 to 15 yrs. 
— are eligible to participate in the 
Revue. Rehearsal Sunday, March 
26th, at 2:30 P.M. 
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LECTURES ON "PSYCHOLOGY OF 
EVERYDAY LIFE" 

" 1 >s ychology of Everyday Life" is 
the subject (if a course of lectures gi ren 
at the Center on Wednesday evenings 
at 8:15 o'clock. These lectures are 
given bv Dr. Fniest L. Baker, noted 
psychologist and lecturer, and arranged 
jointlv bv the, Forum and Education 
Committee of the Center and the New- 
York City Board of Education. The 
course will be extended throughout the 
month of May. 

Admission to all these lectures is 
free to all, members and non-mem- 
bers. 

Due to the Passover holiday, there 
will be no lectures on Wednesday even- 
ings, April 17th and 24th. The course 
will be resumed on Wednesday even- 
ing. May 1st, when Dr. Baker will 
speak on "Inherited Patterns in Rela- 
tion to Crime." On May 8th he will 
speak on "Inherited Patterns in Their 
Relation to Sexual Urges and Disord- 
ers." "Truths and Fallacies in Love 
and Marriage," will be the subject of 
Dr. Baker's lecture on May 15th. 



LECTURES ON "APPRECIATION OF 
MUSIC" EVERY TUES. EVENING 

Mr. A. T. Pushkoff, author and lec- 
turer on musical subjects, is delivering 
a course of lectures on "Appreciation 
of Music" at the Center every Tues- 
day evening. 

On Tuesday evening, April 16tb, at 
8:30 o'clock, Mr. Pushkoff will speak 
on "Mozart." Due to the Passover 
holiday, there will be no lecture on 
April 23rd. The course will be con- 
cluded on Tuesday evening, April 30, 
with the lecture on "Beethoven." 

Mr. Murray Glaser will play selec- 
tions on the piano to illustrate Mr. 
Pushkoff s lectures. 

Admission to the entire course is 
free to members of the Center. The 
charge to non-members is twenty-five 
cents per lecture. 



CENTER CHAPTER 197 OF THE 
A. Z. A. 

On Friday evening, March 29th, the 
chapter celebrated International A. Z. 
A. Sabbath by attending services at the 
Center in a body. Rabbi Levinthal an- 
nounced the presence of the chapter 



fmm the pulpit. On Saturday evening, 
-March 30th, the chapter plaved in the 
fmal round of the basketball tourna- 
ment sponsored by the Xew York Ad- 
visory Council and defeated the Man- 
hattan-Washington Chapter. The team 
consisted of Israel Seeger, Lawrence 
Stark, Daniel and Everett Fortunoff, 
Bernard Steinberg, David llirsch and 
Edward Fuchs. 



INTERMEDIATE DOYS CLUB 

Practically all the energies of the lu- 
te; mediate Boys Club is being directed 
towards the Spring Dansant which it 
is holding in conjunction with the Ju- 
nior Peps. The affair is set for Sun- 
da}- evening, April 21st, during the 
Choi Ho Moed period and the Spring 
school vacation. It is expected to he 
a gala affair. A line band has been 
engaged and entertainment has been 
arranged. 

1 lowever, we still find time at our 
meetings to hold discussions on various 
to], ics. Under Air. Goldman's direction 
we have had a discussion on "Jewish- 
Gentile Relationships" and another on 
a chapter of Dr. Levinthal's book, "At- 
titude towards Rituals and Cermonial- 
ism". 

The Intermediate Boys Club is still 
open to membership, boys 14 to 17 
years of age. Come around some Sat- 
urday evening. 



JUNIOR LEAGUE 

The last two meetings of the Junior 
League have proved to be very inter- 
esting. C )n Wednesday, .March 27th, 
Mr. Albert A. Addelston spoke to the 
group on "The Current Year on 
Broadway". This proved to be an en- 
tertaining and informative discussion 
on the drama. On Thursday, April 
11th, Mr. William Achtel gave a highly 
instructive talk on the "History and 
Appreciation of Music". This was il- 
lustrated by Mr. Achtel at the piano. 
Both meetings were followed bv a 
social program. 

Plans are under way for a special 
social meeting to be held during the 
Spring vacation period. Look for fur- 
ther notices concerning this event. It 
should prove to be worth while your 
attention. 



PASSOVER SERVICES 

Passover Services will be held on 
Wednesday and Thursday evening, 
April 17th and 18th, at 6:15 o'clock, 
and on Thursday and Friday mornings 
at 8 :30 o'clock. Rabbi Levinthal will 
preach on "The Significance of the 
Festival" both on Thursday and Fri- 
day mornings. 

The services for the concluding days 
of the festival will be held on Tuesday 
and Wednesday evenings, April 23rd 
and 24th, at 6:15 o'clock, and on Wed- 
nesday and Thursday mornings, April 
24th and 25th, at 8:30 o'clock. Mem- 
orial services will be said on Thurs- 
day morning at 10:30 o'clock sharp. 

Rev. Samuel Kantor will officiate. 
Center members and their friends are 
welcome. 



THE SABBATH 

Kindling of Candles at 6:15 P.M. 

Friday Evening Services at 6 :00. 

Sabbath Morning Services ( Parsha 
Metzore) will commence at 8:45 
A.M. Rabbi Levinthal will preach 
on the Weekly Portion of the 
Torah. 

Junior Congregation Services in the 
Beth Hamedrash at 9:30 A.M. 

Class in Ein Yaakob, under the di- 
rection of Mr. Benjamin Hirsh, 
at 4:00 P.M. 



DAILY SERVICES 

Morning Services at 7:00 and 7:30. 
Mincha Services at 6:15 P.M. 

SERVICES FOR THE FIRST BORN 
WEDNESDAY MORNING 

The annual Syium ( services for the 
first born ) will be held on Wednesday 
morning, April 17th, at 7:30 and 8:15 
o'clock, in the Prayer Room. 



BAR MITZVAH 

Congratulations and best wishes are 
extended to Mr. and Mrs. David Ro- 
sen stein upon the Bar Mitzvah of their 
son, Paul, which will be held at the 
Center on Saturday, April 13, 1935. 

SUNDAY AFTERNOON OUTING 
GROUP TO VISIT THE CIRCUS 

The circus is in town. The Sunday 
Afternoon Outing Group will meet at 
the C enter this Sunday, April 14th, at 
1 :30 o'clock sharp. Children of Center 
members are invited to attend with us. 
The charge will be $1.25 for those not 
registered with the group. 
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RABBI LEVINTHAL'S NEW BOOK "JU- 
DAISM" HAILED BY SCHOLARS AND 
REVIEWERS 



Tl 1 1*2 readers of our Review will be 
delighted to learn that the new 
hook by our Rabbi, Dr. Levinthal, 
"Judaism, — an Analysis and an Inter- 
pretation," continues to attract public 
attention and is receiving most favor- 
able comment by scholars and literary 
reviewers throughout the land. The Re- 
view is happy to publish brief excerpts 
of some of these opinions: 

Professor Harry Wolf son, Profes- 
sor of Jewish Philosophy, Howard 
University: "An excellent work both 
from the point of view of the knowl- 
edge it reveals and of its educational 
value. You have succeeded in a most 
remarkable way to draw out and to 
make clear the light of our Torah, and 
to fashion it in a most delightful and 
brilliant manner, so that it wins the 
heart of the reader." (Translated from 
the Hebrew). 

Dr. David de Solo Pool, Rabbi of 
the Spanish and Portuguese Syna- 
gogue, Xew York : You have carried 
out a peculiarly difficult undertaking 
with consummate skill — to popularize 
the abstract teachings of Judaism with- 
out being either ponderous or trivial. 
You have never compromised the dig- 
nity of your theme, yet you have 
spoken so that all may understand. 
You have written with intellectual hon- 
esty, and carried your reader along 
paths which, even when familiar, have 
always the charm of the new vistas re- 
vealed by your ever apt illustrations." 

Professor David Riesman, of Phila- 
delphia, noted medical authority : "1 
want to commend you for your philo- 
sophical discussion of an involved sub- 
ject." 

Professor Salo Baron, Columbia 
University : "In reading it 1 have been 
particularly impressed with the skill 
and facility with which you render an 
old Rabbinic 'Torah' into English." 

Professor Xissin Touroff : "The 
themes that the book discusses are of 
supreme interest to Jewish life. Had 
our rabbis of today realized the great 
responsibility that is theirs to teach, 
to educate and to guide our genera- 
tion — instead of preaching to them 
platitudes, — we would not find our- 
selves in such spiritual decline that 
alas is ours. Few are the number who 
realize their true dutv, and vou are 



to be congratulated that you arc one 
uf the foremost of them." (Translated 
from the 1 Iebrew ) . 

Professor Harry Friedeuwald, Bal- 
timore: "liven a rapid glance through 
the book has shown me how interesting 
it is. 1 congratulate you on accomplish- 
ing a difficult task." 

Dr. Solomon Grayzel, Gratz College, 
Philadelphia: "You neither fret at the 
burden of Judaism, nor look upon it 
with a cold, objective eye. Such warmth 
as you feel inevitably transmits itself 
to hearer or reader." 

Rev. Henry Speaker, Gratz College, 
Philadelphia: "1 have been reading 
votir book with much pleasure and real 
admiration — admiration for your clear 
thinking, direct and forcible expres- 
sion, and, above all, for your peculiar 
and happy faculty of interpreting so 
realistically and ingeniously the inim- 
itable Talmudic and Midrashic dicta 
: o as to make them realities in the be- 
lief and conduct of the modern age and 
in the midst of present day complex- 
ities." 

"The Jewish Layman," Cincinnati: 
"A very readable exposition of tradi- 
tional ideas on the subject which it dis- 
cusses . . . We believe that it will find 
many appreciative readers." 

"The Sentinel," Chicago: "The Jew 
will get from it a clearer understanding 
of what his people stand for — the Gen- 
tile, a knowledge and appreciation of 
the real truths for which the Jew has 
lived throughout the ages." 

"Jewish Ledger," Xew Orleans: 
"The Hook is well written and gives a 
vivid picture of Judaism in its essential 
aspects." 

"The Jewish Press," Milwaukee; 
"This is really a great work." 

"The Supplement," Brooklyn: "It is 
the presentation of a fine spiritual in- 
sight enriched by long experience and 
mature scholarship. It is a valuable 
contribution to present Jewish life and 
a rich mine of information of Jewish 
idealism for the instruction of others," 

CORRECTION 

Due to an oversight the name of Mr. 
Llias Desatnek was omitted from the 
list of Sustaining Members of the Cen- 
ter for the year 1934, which was pub- 
lished in the February issue of the Re- 



THE ANNUAL 




Arranged under the auspices 
of the 

Sisterhood of the Center 

will be held from 

Sat. Evening, May I Ith 

to and including 

Thurs. Evening, May 16th 



The cooperation of every Center 
member is earnestly solicited in 
helping to make the Bazaar a suc- 
cess, by 

1 — Donating or obtaining mer- 
chandise to be sold at the 
Bazaar 

2 — Placing a complimentary 
"Ad" in the Souvenir Jour- 
nal or obtaining "Ads" for 
the publication 

3 — Volunteering your services in 
collecting merchandise do- 
nated, or selling merchandise 
during the period of the 
Bazaar. 
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NEW MEMBERS 



The following have applied for mem- 
bership in the llrooklyn Jewish Center: 

Brook, Joseph 

.Married Lumber 

Re*. — 621 Empire Boulevard 

B US ._ 1702 Neck Road 

Prop, by Joseph Taborisky 

Cohen, Irving B. 

Married Gasoline and Oil 
Res. — 1576 Ocean Avenue 
Bus. — 136 Flatbush Ave. Ext. 
Prop, by Bernard Weissberg 

Cooperman, Nathan 
Unmarried 

Res.— 66 St. Paul Place 
Bus. — 154 Lawrence Avenue 
Prop, by Nat Krakover and Sam 
Schoenfeld 

For man, Miss Zena 

Res.- — 381 Troy Avenue 

Friedman, Nat C. 

Unmarried Fruit 
Res. — 757 Empire Boulevard 
Bus.— 199 Duane Street, N. Y. 
Prop by Sam Schoenfeld 



Cordon, Joseph 

Married Importing & Mfg. 

Res. — 474 Brooklyn Avenue 
Bus.— 6 West 32nd St.. N. V. 

Prop, by Louis Schockett 

l leidenberg, Jacob 
Married Braid 
Res. — 141 East 19th Street 
Bus.— 134 Spring St., N. Y. 

Prop, by Louis Llornick 

IsaacofT, Jack 

Unmarried Jewelry 
Res.— 1261 East 9th Street 
Bus.— 33 West 60th St., N. Y. 
Prop, by David Nemerov 

Marcus, Harry L. 

Married Lawyer 
Res. — 772 Schenectady Ave. 
Bus. — 50 Court Street 
Prop, by Louis Miller 

Rosenberg, M. 

Unmarried Fruit 
Res. — 302 Empire Boulevard 
Bus. — 126 West End Avenue 
Prop, by Sam Schoenfeld 
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The following has applied for rein- 
statement as a member of the Center: 

Levy, My man -f. 
Res.— 771 Lincoln Place. 

Prop, by Louis Belfer and Charles 
Perman 

E A 1 A N UEL ( J R E EN BERG , 
Chairman Membership Committee 



NOTICE 

Due to the Passover holiday, our 
weekly Bulletin will not appear on 
Friday, April 19th. The next issue of 
the publication will appear under the 
date of Friday, April 26th. 



CONGRATULATIONS 

Mrs. J. Schrier, 1447 President St., 
announces the engagement of her son, 
Harold, to Miss Edith Rogow. 



RESTAURANT CLOSED THE WEEK 
OF PASSOVER 

Regular dinners will be served in 
our Restaurant next Sunday, April 
14th, from 12 noon to 9 P. M. The 
Restaurant will be closed during the 
Passover holiday, and will be reopened 
on Sunda, April 28th. 



Notice to B. J. C. Members , 

THIS page is addressed particularly to those who are now en- 
rolled on the membership list of the Brooklyn Jewish Center. 

WE SAY to you in all earnestness that we need your help, co- 
operation and assistance in making it possible for us to 
enlarge the membership of the Center. 

WE FEEL that every member should be a free-will agent to 
help enroll their friends as members of the institution. 

YOU will do them a good turn by making them part and parcel 
of one of America's finest institutions, at the same time 
helping to extend the institution's sphere of usefulness in 
the community. 



The reduced rates of membership are as follows: 

$50.00 $37.50 per year for unmarried 
per year per family includes nus- L 
i i lr I i .1 I , members, 
band, wife and children up to 

21 years of age) $25.00 per year for girls. 

MEMBERSHIP includes participation in all activities conducted by the institu- 
tion, — religious, social, educational and recreational 



This Is Station W.-R.-C. 

B-R-O-A-D-C-A-S-T-l-N-G 
. • . APRIL and MAY is the most beautiful time of the year to be away . . . 

THE WILD ROSE GARDENS 

— "KESSLER'S" — 

in the HEART of the Watnong Mountains of Northern New Jersey — 

. . . WELCOMES YOU . . . 

to spend your SPRING TIME VACATION here at "YOUR C OUNTR Y 
HOME" in Nature's Wonderland, where every form of life is at its best. 



• Reduced Rates 

• Rooms with Bath 

• Only ! hour from N. Y. 

• Fare, $1.65 round trip 

• All athletic facilities 




For information. 
Write, phone, or wire — 

The Wild Rose Gardens 

F. O. Box 51 I, Morristown, N J. 
Tel. Mt. Freedom 48 



RESERVE NOW FOR PASSOVER — $25.00 per week (Room and Bath) 



JUDAISM AND MODERN SEX VIEWS 

(Continued from page 4) 
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since he either had to give away his 
property to his wife or raise cash for 
her. 

Judaism does not accept those mod- 
ern views which would abolish mar- 
riage and make of it a mere verbal 
contract to he dissolved when the par- 
ties wish. It held that there should be 
a record of such an important agree- 
ment, and further, that there should be 
a written document, the "Get", (bill 
of Divorce) about the dissolution of 
such an agreement. In short, "free 
love", as it is known today, is not 
countenanced in any form under the 
Jewish law. 

A Married Max's Love Affair with 
SrxoLE Girl Xot Glassed Adultery 

A few words should also be said a- 
bout the conception of adultery under 
the Jewish law. Adultery constituted 
a crime only where a married woman 
was involved. A married man who 
had relations with a single girl was 
not guilty of adultery. However, *uch 
infidelity on his part was made a 
ground for divorce, as it constituted 
immorality. In this, Jewish law was 



tar ahead of English law, under which, 
until recently, the husband's adultery, 
unless accompanied by cruelty, was 
not a ground for divorce. 

Theoretically, under Jewish law. 
adultery was punishable by death. It 
is probably not known that so many 
technicalities and hindrances were set 
up to prevent the carrying out of such 
a punishment, that the law was practi- 
cally nillified. A woman had to be 
warned against unseemh- conduct in 
the presence of two witnesses, and if 
she could prove that she had not been 
warned, she was acquitted. Stress was 
laid upon direct evidence, and in only 
exceptional cases was circumstantial 
evidence given consideration, lokanan 
hen Zakai abolished the ordeal of taking 
internally the bitter waters which 
were administered ostensibly to force 
a confession. lie refused to have 
women punished for adultery when 
at the time, under the influence of 
Rome, married men were guilty of im- 
morality. The Alishnah quoted from 
the prophet, Hosea, who said that God 
would not punish the daughters of Is- 
rael for immoral conduct, when the 
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men themselves had not been free from 
sexual sin. 

Origin of "Let Him Cast The 

First Stone" 
Incidentally, these passages shed 
light upon the origin of the famous 
statement of Jesus who refused to dis- 
criminate against the woman taken in 
adultery, and who told those who 
were without sin to cast the first stone. 
AYe therefore realize that the Puritans, 
in the Seventeenth Century, both in 
America and England, departed from 
the Jewish law when, following the 
Bible, they actually did execute sev- 
eral women who were guilt}- of adul- 
tery. They failed to take into con- 
sideration the Talrnudic interpretation 
put upon the Biblical law. 

The influences of Jewish conceptions 
of sex have pervaded every civilized 
quarter of the world. The laws against 
extra marital relations in all statute 
bunks spring from the Scriptures. Re- 
strictions upon consanguinous marria 
ges and severe punishment for incest 
and abnormal sex relationships are ad- 
vocated in the Bible. Chastity, the 
ideal of all civilized nations, was a 
Jewish creation, but no unnatural in- 
terpretation was put upon it bv the 
Jews, as was done in the Middle Ages. 
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THE WORDS OF MAiMONIDES 

(Continued from page 11) 



OUR DUTY TO FELLOW-MEN 

MAN lives naturally in a social 
relationship, and in this man 
is different from the brutes, 
for he requires the formation of com- 
munities of fellow beings. 

* * * 

It is the duty of everyone to assume 
his place in the community within 
which he lives and to make his contri- 
bution toward advancing its welfare. 

* * * 

The duty to practice Zedokah (char- 
ity) is the greatest of all positive com- 
mandments and it is incumbent upon 
us as descendants of Abraham, our 
forebear ; it will lead to the salvation 
of Israel. 

* * * 

No man is impoverished through 
giving charity, for the generous act 
bringeth peace, while alms given re- 
luctantly and without a cheerful spirit 
are a gift of the hand but not of the 
heart. 

* * * 

There is no higher form of Zedokah 
than aid which is given to strengthen 
him who has fallen, by a gift, a loan, 
a business transaction, or by teaching 
him a trade, and thus making it ulti- 
mately unnecessary for him to require 
alms from anyone. 

* * * 

Zedokah is derived from "zedck," 
which means righteousness, and it de- 
notes the act of giving everyone his 
due and of showing kindness to every 
being according as it deserves. When 
we fulfill those responsibilities to our 
fellowmen which are dictated by our 
moral conscience, we are performing 
the act of Zedokah. 

* * * 

A LIFE OF PERFECTION 

The perfect life should not require 
escape from society or self-torture 
through constant self-denial. On the 
contrary, such a life aims at modera- 
tion, normal, wholesome living among 
people in honesty and uprightness. 

* * * 

The noblest life is one that is spent 
not merely in the pursuit of material 
things, apart from those which neces- 
sity demands, but a life whose pur- 
pose is spiritual and intellectual per- 
fection, through increasing knowledge 
of God. 



THE PURPOSE OF TORAH 

The purpose of the Torah is two- 
fold : — to promote the well-being of 
the body and the well-being of the 
soul. It aims first to create harmoni- 
ous relations between human beings 
and to develop their noblest feelings. 
Secondly, when people thus peacefully 
inhabit a land, Torah enables each of 
us to become well-directed in faith and 
to cultivate and to impart correct and 
true knowledge. 

* * * 

Truly in every letter of the Torah, 
revealed unto Moses, there reside wise 
maxims and admirable truths for him 
to whom God has given understanding. 
You cannot grasp the uttermost bounds 
of its wisdom. 

* * * 

One cannot acquire the true meaning 
of the Scriptures from a surface read- 
ing, for only after penetrating their 
depths do we clearly comprehend their 
teaching. 

* * * 

The study of Torah will lead to its 
observance, and therefore, the duty to 
study supersedes all other command- 
ments and is equal to all of them. 

* * * 

There is no greater honor than that 
which is clue to the teacher (of Torah) 
and there is no greater reverence than 
that which is due him. 

* * * 

He who is learned (in the Torah) 
will never raise his voice unduly, but 
will speak pleasantly unto all people, 
ever ready to give counsel when it is 
desired, observing the golden rule of 
speaking always with words of wis- 
dom and with kindly acts. 



VAGARIES 

MY body is a close shut house, 
Its windows locked and bar- 
red, 

And all the other houses round 

Are shuttered tight and hard. 
I'd like to look inside of them 

To know what goes on there. 
To walk behind the door and see 

What inwardly they wear. 
I'd like to know the thoughts they have 

And what they think of me. 
How can I go inside their homes 

If they won't leave the key? 

— Sylvia Wiener Gross 



PATHS WHICH REACH OUT TO 
TRUTH 

The importance of truth is no great- 
er because it is repeated nor is its sig- 
nificance less because of the absence of 
repetition. 

* * * 

Know that man may establish his 
faith in three ways : through that for 
which the mind provides a clear proof, 
as in mathematics ; through that which 
we experience with our senses, as 
when we taste, and hear and see and 
so on ; and through that knowledge 
which we receive from the Prophets 

and righteous men. 

* * * 

Prophecy is a gift of God that has 
come only to some men, who through 
study and training reached a state of 

moral and intellectual perfection. 

* * t 

You must know that there is a 
degree of knowledge which is higher 
than rational thought (philosophy), 
and that is prophecy, which does not 
depend for proof upon reason alone. 

* * * 

The test of the true prophet is not 
his ability to perform miracles but the 
verification of his prophecy, the actual 
coming to pass of that which has been 
foretold. * * * 

Moses was the father of all Pro- 
phets, for he learned to know God 
more than any man before or later 
comprehended Him or will ever com- 
prehend, wherefore Moses must have 
reached a state of exaltedness, beyond 

normal human attainment. 

* * * 

WHAT IT MEANS TO LOVE AND 
SERVE GOD 

God alone has created the universe, 
by llis will and in His own wisdom 
and all His acts are exceedingly good. 
The Universe does not exist solely for 
man's sake, but every creature exists 
for its own sake ; by serving - God man 
attains his highest purpose, his own 
perfection. * * * 

The perfect man is one who serves 
God neither out of regard for reward 
nor through fear of punishment but 
because of an overflowing of love, as it 
is commanded, "with all thy heart 
and with all thy soul." 

* * * 

He who serves God out of true love 
engages in the study of Torah and the 
observance of the commandments not 
for worldly advantage nor from fear 
of misery, not merely because he seeks 
to attain happiness ; he serves the 
Truth because it is the Truth. 
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As You Would Think of A 
Business Transaction 

CONSIDER THE PURCHASE OF CEMETERY PLOTS. ONLY THIS 
TRANSACTION IS OF GREATER SIGNIFICANCE, SINCE IT CON- 
CERNS THE WORTHINESS OF A LAST RESTING PLACE. 

IT IS A FINAL TRIBUTE TO THOSE WHO HAVE PASSED ON 
THAT THEIR MEMORIES SHOULD BE PERPETUATED NOT IN A 
CEMETERY PLOT HASTILY PROCURED IN A CONFUSED HOUR, 
BUT CAREFULLY SELECTED FOR BEAUTY OF SURROUNDINGS 
AND COMMUNAL FITNESS. 

SUCH A CEMETERY IS PROVIDED BY THE BROOKLYN JEW- 
ISH CENTER IN THE MAGNIFICENT SUBDIVISION OF THE OLD 
MONTEFIORE CEMETERY AT SPRINGFIELD, L I. THESE PLOTS 
WERE ACQUIRED BY THE CENTER AT A SPECIAL PRICE, AND 
CAN THEREFORE BE OFFERED BELOW MARKET VALUE. CON- 
VENIENT TERMS OF PAYMENT MAY BE ARRANGED. 



FOR FURTHER DETAILS WRITE TO 

The BROOKLYN JEWISH CENTER 

667 EASTERN PARKWAY BROOKLYN, N. Y. 
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blatbush Memorial Lnapel 


DIGNIFIED 




n jii . o/i r*i\i\i /ii> cy OL/iVo 


and 

DISTINCTIVE 




Funeral Directors 


SERVICES 
at 




• 


HOME 
or 




7253 CONEY ISLAND A VENUE 


CHAPEL 




BROOKLYN, N Y. 


• 




Branch: 125 Fare/ 5/re«i Phones: PUlaski 5-0167 

MIdwood 8-3300 



"// »5 no/ /Ae father but the invitation that gives 
the bride away" 



TURNER BRO 

Established 1887 



ENGRAVERS, PRINTERS and STAMPERS 

Specialists in Engraved 
Wedding Invitations 
Wedding Announcements 
Bar-Mitzvah Invitations etc. 

also engraved business and professional stationery 



137 GRAND STREET 

(near Broadway) 

NEW YORK 
HYMAN SIEGEL, Manager 

| Member of the Brooklyn Jewish Center) 

Telephone: CAnal 6-4413 




Wedding 
Decorations 

/6<?5 PITKIN AVE 
B ROOKLYN . NY OUR SPECIALITY 

WE CARRY A COMPLETE LINE OF 

FRUIT BASKETS 

FOR EVERY OCCASION 



THE BROOKLYN JEWISH 
CENTER'S OFFICIAL FLORIST 



Dickens 2-4000 
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MAKE YOUR PASSOVER ENJOYABLE BY PURCHASING 
— STRICTLY KOSHER — 



Chocolates 
Hard Candies 
Marmalades 
Sugared Almonds 
Salted Almonds 
Shelled Nuts 
Cocoa 



Vegetable Gelatine 
Mayonnaise 
Pickled Onions 
Pickles 

Tomato Juice 

Ketchup 

Prunes 



Crystallized Orange 

and Grapefruit Peels 
Jellies — Assorted Flavors 
Coffee — Tea — Spices 
Sussman's cakes — cookies- 
Macaroons 
Soup Nuts 



Quality: the very best. Prices: most reasonable. The Union of Orthodox Congre- 
gations and Rabbi M. Z. Margolis guarantee their being strictly Kosher. Orders 
promptly filled. Gift packages tastefully arranged. Phone President 3-8456 or visit 



PARAMOUNT NUT SHOPS 

337 ALBANY AVENUE Near Union Street 

Closed from Friday Sundown to Saturday Sundown every week in the year. 



RULES OF CONDUCT, BEHAVIOR AND GOOD MANNERS 

(Continued from page 7) 



here of many of these rich tid-bits of 
wisdom. The following, picked at ran- 
dom, will give some idea of their beau- 
ty and worth-whileness : 

"Know the difference between today 
and tomorrow, between what is yours 
and what is not yours, for that which 
is yours is not yours, and as for that 
which is not yours, how can you re- 
gard it as yours ?" 

"If you do not understand the Torah, 
do not say regarding that which you 
do not understand, I do understand ; 
when you are taught and you do not 
understand, be not ashamed to say, I 
do not understand. If someone in- 
quires of you about something in 
which you are not well versed, be not 
ashamed to say, I do not know." 

"Love him who rebukes you, so that 
you add to your wisdom ; and hate 
him who flatters you, so that your wis- 
dom does not diminish." 

"He who marries a worthy woman 
is kissed by Elijah and loved by the 
Holy One, Blessed be He. But he who 
marries an unworthy woman is des- 
pised hv the Holv One, and is lashed 
by Elijah." 



"When two people sit at the table, 
the elder should begin to eat first, and 
the younger should follow; if the 
younger begins before the elder, he is 
considered a glutton." 

These are only samples that reveal 
the beauty of many of these truths 
proclaimed by the rabbis in that trac- 
tate. 

The Hebrew text is edited with 
critical notes which attest to the dili- 
gence and to the scholarly attainments 
of our author. The English transla- 
tion is well done and does justice to the 
original text. Students of Jewish ethics 
as well as those interested in our Rab- 
binic literature will find great delight 
in reading this interesting volume. 

— ISRAEL H. LEVINTHAL 



PERSONAL 

Mrs. Joseph M. Schwartz takes this 
means of expressing her sincere thanks 
and appreciation to all her friends in 
the Center and the Sisterhood for the 
kind interest they have shown during 
her recent illness. 



THE "PEPS" 

Soon the "Peps" will display new- 
Spring frocks, dancing slippers will 
adorn dancing feet, eyes will twinkle, 
and there will be "Music in the Air." 
The reason for all this? The "Spring 
Dansant," of course! There will be 
dance music (played by a real orches- 
tra), refreshments, professional enter- 
tainment on Sunday night, April 21st. 
If you want to be in the social swing, 
girls and boys, be sure to attend the 
Junior Girls and Boys Spring Dansant. 

The "PEPS" recently enjoyed two 
very interesting evenings. One was the 
participation in the discussion of "The 
Place of Ritual and Ceremony in Juda- 
ism" from Dr. Israel H. Levinthal's 
illuminating book "Judaism, An An- 
alysis and an Interpretation." Those of 
us who haven't read it yet are very 
anxious to. Another pleasant evening 
was spent seeing "Another Language," 
given by the Center Players. We en- 
joyed it very much and thought it was 
an excellent performance. The Peps 
Dramatic Club intends to start rehears- 
als very shortly for two one-act plays. 
Rehearsals are on Saturday nights be- 
fore the regular meetings start. 

Don't forget the Spring Dansant on 
April 21st! 
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INSTITUTE OF JEWISH STUDIES FOR 
ADULTS TO HOLD RECEPTION 
TO STUDENTS 

The Director and the Faculty of the 
Institute of Jweish Studies for Adults 
of our Center are giving a Reception 
and Musicale to the students of the 
Institute this Monday veening, April 
15th, at 8:30 o'clock. 

The purpose of this reception is 
mainly to give the students of the 
various classes an opportunity to be- 
come acquainted with each other and 
to create a social contact between all 
of the men and women attending the 
Institute. 

A very interesting program has been 
arranged in which the famous Pales- 
tinian dancer, Miss Corinne Chochem 
and her group of dancers will give in- 
terpretative dances depicting the new 
life in Palsetine. The well known 
singer of Palestine melodies, Moshe 
Nathanson will render a program of 
Palestinian songs, and Mrs. Cyrus 
Levinthal will render several piano 
selections. 

The Student Registration Card will 
admit the student and one guest to this 

affair. 

MAURICE SAMUEL, RABBI WOLF 
GOLD AND OTHER JhWISH LEAD- 
ERS TO DISCUSS ZIONIST PROB- 
LEMS SUNDAY EVENING 
Under the auspices of the Eastern 
Parkway Zionist District No. 14, a 
mass meeting will be held at the Cen- 
ter this Sunday evening, April 14th, at 
8 :30 o'clock. 

The purpose of the meeting will be 
to discuss the important problems that 
will confront the next World Zionist 
Congress. The speakers will represent 
the various principles within the Zion- 
ist movement. The General Zionists 
will be represented by Mr. Maurice 
Samuel, the brilliant writer, novelist, 
and orator. The President of the Miz- 
rachi Organization of America, Rabbi 
Wolf Gold, will speak on behalf of the 
Mizrachi moevment. Mr. EJias Gins- 
burg, one of the leading figures in the 
Revisionist movement, will represent 
the viewpoint of the Zionist Revision- 
ists. Palestine Labor will have as its 
representative, Mr. Hayim Fineman. 
An address of welcome will be deliver- 
er by Rabbi Israel H. Levinthal, Hon- 
orary President of the Eastern Park- 
way Disrtict. Hon. William I. Siegel, 
President of the district, will preside. 



GYM AND BATH SCHEDULE DURING 
PASSOVER HOLIDAY 

The Gymnasium and Baths will 
close at 4 p. m. on Wednesday, April 



VOLUNTEERS FOR CENTER 
LIBRARY 

The Center would like to ob- 
tain the services of a number of 
ladies and gentelmen who would 
take charge of the Center Library 
on one or several evenings. 

The work is of cultural benefit 
and offers interesting social con- 
tacts. 

Register your name and the 
hours you would like to serve, 
with Mr. Joseph Goldberg, Ad- 
ministrative Director, Brooklyn 
Jewish Center, 667 Eastern 
Parkway, Brooklyn. Telephone 
President 4-1400. 



17th (Erev Pesach.) The schedule for 
women on that day will be from 10 
a. m. to 1 p. m. and from 1 to 4 p. m. 
for men. 

The department will remain closed 
on Thursday, Fridav and Saturday, 
April 18th, 19th and 20th, and will re- 
open on Sunday morning at 10 a. m. 

For the concluding days of Passover, 
the Gym and Baths will close on Tues- 
day, April 23rd and 4 p. m. The 
women will use the facilities from 10 
a. ni. to 1 p. m. and the men from 1 
to 4 p. m. The department will be 
reopened on Friday afternoon, April 
26th. 

"THE MIKADO" TO BE PRESENTED 
AT THE CENTER ON TUESDAY 

The famous musical production. 
"The Mikado", will be presented in 



EDITORIALS 

THE Rcvictc has published several 
articles on the fascinating and 
priceless collection of manuscripts 
called the Genizah. These manuscripts 
have revealed to us new chapters of 
Jewish literature and have enabled us 
to explore Jewish life of the past. 

But the treasures of the Genizah 
have only partly been brought to light. 
Many years of ardent labor by He- 
braic scientists will be necessary be- 
fore the last and yellowed page of this 
ancient manuscript library will have 
been transcribed and identified. 

Fortunately, we have devoted men 
who are giving themselves to this work. 
Among them are younger scholars. But 
it is unfortunate that when one of this 
latter group has succeedd in unlocking 
some precious secret he rarely has the 
means to reveal it to the world through 
publication. The older scholars, occu- 
pying professional positions in semina- 
ries, colleges and institutes, have the 



the auditorium of the Center next 
Tuesday evening, April 16th, at 8:30 
o'clock. 

The play will he produced under the 
auspices of the Drama Department of 
the Works Division of the Emergency 
Relief Bureau. Admission will be free 
to all. 



HEBREW AND SUNDAY SCHOOL 
CLASSES CLOSE DURING 
PASSOVER WEEK 

The play will be produced under the 
School as well as of our Sunday School 
will plaese take notice that there will 
he no Sunday School on Sunday morn- 
ing, April 21st, and that the Hebrew- 
School will have a recess from Wed- 
nesday, April 17th, until Friday, April 
26th. There will be no regular ses- 
sinos on Sunday, Monday and Tues- 
day, April 2 1st,' 22nd and 23rd. 



( Continued from page 3) 
backing of their organizations and the 
friends of their schools of learning. 
The younger men, working with the 
same diligence as their elders, with the 
same devotion and self-sacrifice, in 
Talmudical, historical and poetic fields, 
are seriously handicapped. 

Those Jews to whom the Torah and 
Hokmas Yisroel, the wisdom and re- 
ligion of Israel, are precious, should 
give their patronage to these loyal 
younger zealots. They can, in this way 
help to save the great works of Jewish 
masters, and will preserve for them- 
selves a niche of honor among the 
friends of Jewish learning in all ages. 

Numerous as are the calls upon Jew- 
ish generosity, the publication of such 
Genizah works as are ready, or in 
preparation, should receive every at- 
tention. It costs surprisingly little to 
publish a pamphlet, and its value to 
scholarship and art may be inestimable. 



THURSDAY EVENING, MAY 2 n d 
at 8:30 o'clock 

GENERAL MEETING 

of the 

CENTER MEMBERSHIP 

All men and women of the Center 
are requested to please reserve 
the date and arrange to attend 
this important gathering. 
Plans are now being devised for a 
most interesting evening. 
Watch for further details. 
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An Analysis And An Interpretation 



I earnestly recommend it as an 
example of how problems of Jew- 
ish thought, theology and prac- 
tice can be presented in a lucid 
and popular form. 

— Dr. Cyrus Adler 

As a Gentile, I can testify that 
this is a most valuable book for 
the Gentile reader, the best with 
which I chance to he familiar. 

— John Haynes Holmes 



Published by 

FUNK and WAGNALLS 

Price $ 2 50 Per Copy 



ORDER FORM 

Rabbi Levinthal's Sermons Publ. Comm. 
667 Eastern Parkway, Brooklyn, N. Y. 

Please send me copy(ies) of Rabbi 

Levinthal's new book on "Judaism" for which 
I am enclosing check. 

Name 

Address . 

Make checks payable to DAVID SHAPIRO, Treasurer 



1 1 e speaks the language and the 
accent of the younger genera- 
tion. . . . He explores their 
doubts, then resolves them. He 
peers into the heart and fills it 
with confidence. I le is the Teach- 
er, par excellence, of the Perplex- 
ed of the Time. 

— Dr. S. Manroshe- 



TREE MARK 



TREE MARK 



Four Questions 

SUITABLE FOR THIS 
AND ALL SEASONS 



1. Why Are Tree-Mark Shoes So Bene- 

ficial? 

2. Why Do They Fit Better? 

3. Why Do They Cause the Wearer to 

"Walk On Air"? 

4. Why Are Tree-Mark Customers So 

Loyal to Tree-Mark Shoes? 



THE ANSWERS ARE: 

1. Because they are made by the most skilled craftsmen. 

2. Because they are designed scientifically. 

3. Because the Tree-Mark Organization has Master Po- 

diatrists who are primarily concerned with foot 
health. 

4. Because Tree-Mark shoes fit well, wear well and are 

reasonably priced — from $6.95. 



FREE 

A new booklet on the Care of 
the Feet will be sent to you by 
the Tree-Mark Shoe Company 
on receipt of your name and 
address. 




6 DELANCEY STREET 

NEW YORK 



Tree-Mark Podiatrists are al- 
ways at the service of our cus- 
tomers. There is no charge for 
feet examination. Avail yourself 
of this service. 
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THE REVIEW 
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WHAT OF THE ARAB IN 
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OF THE BOYCOTT 
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Father Coughlin Answers The Review 



IN the last issue of the Review an 
editorial, under the heading: "Fa- 
ther Coughlin Does Not Answer," 
read as follows: 

"The following questions were re- 
cently sent by the Review to Father 
Coughlin for reply : 

1. In your condemnation of bankers, 
why did you only list Jewish bankers, 
with the exception of the lone Mor- 
gan firm, since the Jewish bankers 
form only a slight minority of the 
American financiers? Unfortunate- 
ly, your address last Sunday, March 
24, does not cover this point. 

2. Why did you mention the Morgans 
last when this house is larger than 
all the other private banking insti- 
tutions ? 

3. Why di3 you not mention the many 
Gentile banks which exercise great 



power in Wall St., for example the 
Chase National Bank and the Na- 
tional City Bank? 
No answer has been received. 
Can Father Coughlin 's silence be 
interpreted as a wish to avoid clarify- 
ing his attitude?" 

Two weeks after the Reviezv was 
out Father Coughlin replied. This is 
his letter: 

"I truly regret that due to the heavy 
influx of mail within the past month, 
this is the very first opportunity I 
have had to personally acknowledge 
receipt of your letter of March 26th. 

May I take this opportunity to thank 
you for your courtesy in writing. 

Although time demands that this be 
brief, I want you to know that I am 
not in the least anti-Jewish. I con- 
demn only those who are harming the 



p; ogress of our country, and therefore, 
mentioned those Jewish people among 
the many bankers, industrialists, etc., 
who are guilty. 

Often times I have found it neces- 
sary to criticize men of my own faith, 
for example, Al. Smith and Cardinal 
O'Connell. 

With very kindest personal regards, 
may I remain 

Cordially yours, 

Chas. E. Coughlin" 

Compare the questions submitted by 
the Review with the Father's answers. 
Compare the questions particularly 
with the phrase in the letter : ". . . and 
therefore, mentioned those Jewish 
people among the many bankers . . ." 

Father Coughlin sent a letter in 
reply. 

But did he reply ? 



An Analysis of the Effects of the Boycott 



AN analysis of official figures of 
the U. S. Department of Com- 
merce and of the German Gov- 
ernment, made by the research bureau 
of the Non-Sectarian Anti-Nazi 
League, provides a graphic picture of 
the effect of the American boycott on 
German trade and on American ex- 
ports. It shows how German exports 
have declined while American exports 
have risen almost proportionately as a 
result of the curtailment of German 
imports to the United States and other 
countries. 

The analysis consists of three key 
tables. Two are based on German 
Government figures. The first of these 
shows the extent of Germany's entire 
export trade during 1932, the last pre- 
Hitler year, and 1933 and 1934, re- 
vealing the great losses in almost every 
commodity during the last two years 
caused in great measure by the boycott. 
The second shows the exports of Ger- 
man goods to the United States during 
1932, 1933 and 1934. The third table, 
based on figures from the United 
States Department of Commerce, re- 
veals the steady increase in American 
exports from 1932 to 1934 in the very 
commodities in which Germany was 
losing ground during the same period 
because of the boycott. 



In 1932, the last pre-Hitler year, 
Germanv's total exports amounted to 
5,739,168,000 marks. In 1933, the first 
Hitler year, this sum fell to 4,871,- 
405,000 marks and last vear it declined 
to 4,166,878,000 marks', a decline of 
27 percent over 1932. 

Germany's exports to the United 
S'.ates in 1932 were valued at 281,202,- 
000 marks. In 1933 this figure drop- 
ped to 245,852,000 marks and last year 
to 146,362,000 marks a decline of 48 
percent over 1932. 

American exports in 1932 were val- 
ued at $1,611,000,000. In 1933 this 
figure increased to $1,674,993,000 and 
in 1934 to $2,133,414,000. 

The significant feature of this gain 
in the value of American exports is 
the fact that much of it was made in 
commodities in which Germany was 
suffering losses. Germany's export of 
meat products dropped from 35,164,- 
000 marks in 1932 to 28,572,000 marks 
in 1934, a decline of 19%, while in this 
same period American exports of meat 
products increased from $18,967,000 
to $35,169,000, a gain of 85%. 

German fish and fish products ex- 
ports fell from 9,029,000 marks in 
1932 to .5,820,000 marks in 1934, a 
drop of 36%, while American exports 



of this same commodity rose from $5,- 
594,000 in 1932 to $9,670,000 in 1934. 
an increase of 73%. 

Germany's exports of hides and 
skins declined from 47,580,000 marks 
in 1932 to 23,995,000 marks in 1934, 
a drop of 50%, while American ex- 
ports of hides and skins increased from 
$2,240,000 in 1932 to $4,303,000, an 
increase of 92%. 

German lumber exports fell from 
27,424,000 marks in 1932 to 12,737,- 
000 marks in 1934, a drop of 54% 
while American lumber exports in- 
creased from $26,196,000 in 1932 to 
$42,708,000 in 1934, an increase of 
63%. 

Germany's exports of phosphate 
rock declined from 149,000 marks in 
1932 to 51,000 marks in 1934, a drop 
of 66%, while American exports of 
the same product increased from $2,- 
796,000 in 1932 to $5,009,000 in 1934, 
an increase of 79%. 

German sulphur exports dropped 
from 611,000 marks in 1932 to 329,- 
000 marks in 1934, a decrease of 46% 
while American sulphur exports in- 
creased from $7,179,000 in 1932 to 
$9,294,000 in 1934, a gain of 29%. 
(Continued on page 16) 
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In Favor of Skulking and Cringing 

By JOSEPH KAYE 



IN the current issue of the Menorah 
Journal there is an article by 
Louis Minsky entitled "The Poli- 
cy of Aggressivism." 

This article is loosely written. It 
should not merit comment except for 
the facts that the Menorah Journal is 
an important publication, Mr. Minsky 
is the American representative of the 
London Jewish Chronicle, certainly, 
for Jews, an important publication, 
and the article is a condemnation of 
the Jewish boycott against German 
merchandise and the massed protests 
against the Nazi government. 

These factors make the article a use- 
ful instrument in the hands of all ene- 
mies of Jews. 

Mr. Minsky condemns the boycott 
and the Jewish militant protest policy 
as "aggressivism", because these were 
instigated by Jews. 

"It (this policy) fostered," he says, 
"the general impression of a private 
feud between Hitler and the Jews . . . 
This approach, besides being thor- 
oughly selfish and astigmatic, was also 
provocative, since it imbued American 
Christians with the conviction that the 
Jews and their private feuds were a 
nuisance." 

Since "large numbers of Christians, 
liberals, social democrats and laboring 
masses were involved with Jews in 
common destruction," Mr. Minsky 
thinks that the Jews here should not 
have launched the boycott movement 
alone, should not in fact have launched 
any boycott at all, but should have 
"subordinated the matter of Jewish 
rights to the much broader matter of 
the assault of Nazism upon Christian- 
ity and Western civilization." Or 
rather, he goes on, if the Jewish lead- 
ers "had placed the plight of the Jews 
in proper relation to the whole catas- 
trophe, as an integral part of the case 
of Christianity and liberalism and 
democracy and civilization itself 
against a common enemy; if their 
strategy had been to keep Jewish or- 
ganizations in the background and al- 
low, nay. stir, Christian groups to take 
the initiative in organizing the pro- 
tests, there can be little doubt that such 
protests would have been enormously 
effective in behalf of the German Jews 
themselves." 

Mr. Minsky. holds that the boycott 
and the protests have not helped the 



German Jews, and that the boycott it- 
self has affected German economic con- 
ditions very little. The boycott and the 
vociferous protests have, on the other 
hand, he claims, intensified Nazi ha- 
tred of Jews and antagonized the more 
liberal elements in Germany, while 
in this country these methods have en- 
couraged anti-Semitism. "The pro- 
longed and frenetic agitation under 
Jewish auspices," he says "served only 
to focus attention upon the lies and 
libels propagated by the Nazis. Also, 
he observes, this Jewish aggressivism 
alienated the German population in this 
country from Jewish sympathy. "Far 
from attempting to gain their friend- 
ship," he writes, "German-Americans 
were alienated from the start. The 
speeches and actions of the largest 
section of the aggressivist leadership 
and the Jewish press failed to differ- 
entiate between a fight against the 
Nazis and a campaign against the Ger- 
man people." As a result, Mr. Minksy 
points out, these potential sympathiz- 
ers with Jewish sufferers in Ger- 
many, "initiated a counter - boycott 
against the Jews, the so-called DAWA. 
Though far from successful it must 
nevertheless be reckoned with as an 
indication of German-American re- 
sentment against a weapon that aims 
to cripple the nation they hold dearest 
next to the United States, and in 
which, in a great many cases, they 
still have close relatives and friends." 

It will be seen that Mr. Minksy's 
statements of fact concerning the ef- 
fects of the boycott on German com- 
merce and the initiation of DAWA 
are wrong. Germany's economic pre- 
cariousness is known to all govern- 
ments and relied upon by them as a 
weapon in dealing with German mili- 
tarism. How far the boycott is respon- 
sible for this is not definitely known. 
Statements by the boycott leaders indi- 
cate that the movement has a great deal 
to do with it. Statements by others in a 
position to give an expert opinion 
prove that it has been effective to some 
extent. The facts available to the well- 
informed layman, and the personal ob- 
servations that can be made by all, 
show without question that the boycott 
has struck home. The rage of the Ger- 
_man;. authorities against the boycott 
should alone prove this. As to DAWA, 
it is no particular secret that it was 



organized by Nazi leaders, the most in- 
fluential of whom came here from 
Germany to propagandize Nazi prin- 
ciples and to gain domination over the 
German population. It is naive to think 
that all the efforts of the German 
Nazis to convert Americans to anti- 
Semitism were due to the alienation 
of the German population of the coun- 
try by the Jewish protests and the 
boycott against goods from Germany. 

Mr. Minsky's criticism of the Jew- 
ish leaders for instigating the boycott 
and the protests alone has been heard 
before. The answer is obvious. In the 
first place, he cries who is hurt, and he 
who is hurt most feels the most pain. 
No one suffered more through the 
Nazi policies than the Jews. 

THE Marxists were persecuted and 
outlawed. But they were persecuted 
as believers in a political faith. This 
they could abandon or keep to them- 
selves and be free to enjoy all their 
rights as Germans. The Jews how- 
ever were persecuted as Jews, as a 
race. Forbidden political beliefs could 
only make black blacker. There was 
no redemption for the Jews. They 
could kiss Hitler's hand — as some Ger- 
man Jews, unhappy people, would be 
eager to do — and still be considered 
social lepers. That is why the great 
wrong done to the Jews by Nazi Ger- 
many drove them to cry to the world 
without pausing first to seek alliances. 

Secondly, if the Jews associated 
themselveSj in their protests, with the 
Communists and the Socialists, they 
would at once have created a much 
more real antagonism in this country 
than the antagonism Mr. Minsky says 
the boycott brought them. Hitler 
blamed the German Marxists for Ger- 
many's troubles and labelled Marxism 
a Jewish movement. The Nazis would 
have been very happy to have seen 
an alliance here between Jews and 
Communists. Besides, the Communists 
in America, in their protests, have 
paid very little attention to the Jew- 
ish persecution. "Free Thaelman," 
"Free the Workers in the Concentra- 
tion Camps," were the sort of slogans 
usually heard, rarely "Stop persecut- 
ing the Jews." 

Nor did the Christian churches, who 
later began to feel the full strength 
(Continued on page 18) 
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THEODOR HERZL, FOUNDER of POLITICAL 

A Survey of His Life As He Himself Described 

MY LIFE B Y THEODOR HERZL 



(The follmving autobiographic notes 
were ivrittcn by Thcodor Herd shortly 
after the First Congress.) 

I WAS born in the year 1860, in 
Budapest, close to that synagogue 
in which the Rabbi recently criti- 
cized me with the utmost severity be- 
cause I wanted — really and truly ! — to 
obtain for the Jews more dignity and 
freedom than they at present enjoy. 
But when twenty years will have pass- 
ed, there will be a "To Let" sign on the 
door of the house in the Tabakgasse 
where I first saw the light of day. 

I cannot deny that I went to school. 
First I went to a Jewish preparatory 
school where I was treated with a cer- 
tain respect because my father was a 
well-to-do merchant. My first memor- 
ies of this school center round the 
thrashings which I got because I did 
not know all the details of the exodus 
of the Jews from Egypt. Today 
there are many school-masters who 



HERZL BELIEVED HIMSELF 

IMMORTAL 
By GEORGES CLEMENCEAU 

( The follozving paragraplis are quo- 
tations from a talk with Clemenceau 
in 1929 reported by Pierre von Paas- 
sen). 

I KNEW Herzl but only slightly. 
Daudet told me about him first, 
and about a book Herzl was going to 
write. I read that book later. It is, I 
believe, the best book he wrote, and 
naturally so . . . Herzl looked life in 
the face. And he went his way caring 
little for acclaim and popular approval. 
In certain things he was a little naive. 
But are not all great men naive, more 
or less? 

Herzl believed himself immortal. He 
once told me about it. on a night when 
we walked home after a session in the 
chamber. It was at the time of the 
Affaire (The Dreyfus case). 

There was a breath of eternity in 
that man Herzl. The Burning Bush 
and Revolutionary Sinai took shape in 
his appearance. 



would like to thrash me because I re- 
member it too well. At the age of ten, 
I went to the 'Realschule', where, in 
contrast to the 'Gymnasium', which 
specializes in the classics, the main em- 
phasis is laid on modern studies. At 
that time de Lesseps was the hero of 
the day, and I completed a plan for 
the cutting through of that other Isth- 
mus — the Panama. But I soon lost my 
first love for logarithms and trigo- 
nometry, for at that time there reigned 
in the 'Realschule' an outspoken anti- 
Semitic tendency. One of our teachers 
used to define the word heathen with 
the following classification: "Among 
them are idolators, Mohammedans and 
Jews." After this extraordinary ex- 
planation I had enough of the 'Real- 
schule' and wanted instead to go to a 
classic institution. My good father 
never kept me to a hard and fast pro- 
gram of studies, and so I became a 
student at a 'Gymnasium'. Neverthe- 
less I did not give up my Panama plan 
altogether. Many years later, as the 
Paris correspondent of the Vienna 
Neue Freie Presse, I had a great deal 
to report to my paper concerning the 
unsavory incidents which accompanied 
this scandalous episode in modern 
French history. 

The Jews were in the majority at 



WHEN our ship left Port Said, 
bound for Jaffa, it was evening. 
All of us knew we should land in Pa- 
lestine the following morning. And 
all of us, myself included, retired to 
our cabins for the night. Only Herzl 
did not think of resting, but remained 
on deck. 

I was sound asleep, for it was al- 
ready long past midnight, when I 
heard someone calling: "David! Are 
you sleeping, my friend?" 

I felt a hand pass gently over my 
face as the voice continued : 

"Don't you want to see our Mother 
Zion, David? Get up — the light of 



the Evangelical 'Gymnasium', and for 
that reason I found too little to com- 
plain of in the way of Jew-baiting. 
When I was in the seventh class I 
wrote my first newspaper article — a- 
nonymously, of course, or else I should 
have been kept in. While I was still a 
student in the higher classes of the 
'Gymnasium', my only sister, a girl of 
eighteen, died. My mother fell into 
such depression that in 1878 we moved 
to Vienna. 

During the week of mourning Rabbi 
Kohn visited us, and asked me what 
my plans for the future were. I told 
him that I wanted to become a writer, 
whereupon the Rabbi shook his head 
with the same disapproval as he did 
years later over my Zionism. A 
writer's career is really no sort of pro- 
fession, the dissatisfied Rabbi conclu- 
ded. 

In Vienna I studied law, took part 
in all the crazy student tricks and wore 
the colored cap of a student 'Verbind- 
ung' until one day the society decided 
to cease admitting Jews as members. 
Such Jews as were already members 
received generous permission to remain. 
I said farewell to my noble young col- 
leagues and sat down seriously to my 
(Continued on Page 13) 



morning is already shining on the 
towers of Jaffa ! We can already see 
them gleaming!" 

Rising from my bed I was amazed 
to see Herzl attired as for an audience 
with an Emperor. His face glowing, 
his eyes shining, he exclaimed : 

"Come David, get dressed ! Let us 
go see our beloved Motherland!" 

I dressed and we went up on deck, 
whence we could see the pointed mi- 
narets of Jaffa beckoning to us. We 
fell into each other's arms, and tears 
rose to our eyes as we whispered softly: 

"Our country: Our Mother Zion!" 



WHEN HERZL SAW PALESTINE 
Related by DAVID WOLFFSOHN to Z. H. MASLIANSKY 
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ZIONISM, WAS BORN 75 YEARS AGO 
It and As His Contemporaries Observed It 

AS I KNEW HERZL By ADOLF FRIEDEMANN 



(As the first biographer of Hcrzl 
( "Das Leben Theodor Herds," 1914) 
Dr. Friedemann is considered an au- 
thority in this field. He zvas very close 
to Herd, and in 1903 accompanied him 
on his visits to Egypt. From 1902- 
1910 Dr. Friedemann ivas a member 
of the Greater Actions Committee.) 

AS Herzl mentions it himself in 
his 'Diaries' and letters, I may 
he permitted to say that in the 
last years of his short life he placed 
great confidence in me. This came 
ahout gradually, hecause he sensed my 
ahsolute devotion, and saw that for 
once he had put his trust in the right 
man. For he had so little knowledge of 
human nature that he suffered count- 
less disappointments, which he took 
deeply to heart. He was misunderstood 
so often that he rejoiced whenever he 
met with even a slight degree of un- 
derstanding. And for this he was so 
grateful that in 1903 he invited me, 
who was so much )'ounger, to accom- 
pany him on the El Arish expedition 
to Egypt. In these weeks of doubt 
and agitation, when he was almost in 
sight of a great goal, only to see his 
hopes so cruelly shattered, he was 
more communicative than ever, more 
inclined to reveal what was in his 
mind. Thus there grew up a relation- 



THE first time I saw Herzl was in 
Basle in 1897 when, dressed in 
evening clothes at ten o'clock in the 
morning, he appeared on the tribune 
and addressed the First Zionist Con- 
gress. The evening dress was char- 
acteristic of the man. He had given 
strict orders that all delegates were 
to appear at this First Zionist Congress 
in festive attire. This was not snob- 
bery. He wished to impress the world 
with the fact that the Jews were 
coining out of the Ghetto and were 
from then on to be regarded as a nor- 
mal people — and as oh the Cbntinent 



ship that lasted until his death, and 
which gave me a clearer insight into 
his nature than has been vouchsafed 
most others. For a few weeks com- 
panionship in an isolated spot gives 
rise to a deeper understanding than 
years of mere acquaintance, which, 
after all, consists mainly of practical 
collaboration and ideological discussion. 
There memory and the emotional com- 
plex play a comparatively insignificant 
part, and one's reactions to the count- 
less details of everyday life do not 
come to light. 

The Herzl with whom I was every 
day, for weeks, from morning to night, 
seemed quite different from the man I 
had thought I had known. That was 
twenty-six years ago ; and much med- 
itation upon my own knowledge of 
him, combined with what his wife and 
friends have told me, has produced a 
definite portrait of the towering per- 
sonality of this remarkable man. 

I believe that Herzl as he appeared 
in the last years of his life had little 
in common with the young man he had 
been. Originally his nature was gentle, 
kindly and impressionable, with a pre- 
ponderance of aesthetic inclinations ; 
it found expresion in his lovingly ten- 
der relationship with his parents and 
his children, as well as in the letters he 



of Europe congresses were wont to as- 
semble in evening clothes, the Jews 
must do likewise. 

What immediately impressed me 
ahout the man was his Jewish and 
Biblical appearance. He looked a veri- 
table King in Israel. His voice en- 
chanted every hearer ; it was clear and 
ringing as a silver bell. 

I have heard it said that after his 
visit to the Sultan of Turkey the Sul- 
tan was reported to have said: "It 
scims to me that Jesus Christ must 
have looked like that man." 



wrote his wife. The atmosphere in 
which he grew up, surrounded by pow- 
erful moral influences, was especially 
suited for the development of these 
good qualities because of his parents' 
efforts to spare him all the difficulties 
of life, and their great sacrifices for 
the sake of his literary career. But the 
horizon of this world was very limited. 
For years Herzl's latent longing for 
broader fields was smothered with love 
and tenderness; and the continuous 
homage paid his literary talent, as well 
as the success with which he met on 
his first entry into public life, were 
hardly calculated to develop strength 
of character. As a result, Herzl learn- 
ed the ways of the world and of men 
only very gradually. His idea of life 
must have been rather sweetly senti- 
mental, as was the case with many 
young men in the years before the 
War; a rather unsophisticated view of 
the world as seen from a safe port of 
refuge. The bourgeoisie, its wealth and 
position still unchallenged, seemed the 
(Continued on Page 12) 

THEODOR HERZL 

by Israel Zangwill 

Farewell, 0 Prince, farezcell, 0 sore- 
ly tried; 

You dreamed a dream and you have 
paid the cost : 

To save a people, leaders must be lost. 
By foes and followers be crucified; 
Yet 'tis your body only tJiat has died. 
The noblest soul in Judah is not dust 
But fire that works in every vein and 
in ust 

Reshape our life, rekindling Israel's 
pride. 

So we behold the captain of our strife 
Triiim pliant in this moment of eclipse; 
Death has but fixed him to immortal 
life, 

His flag upheld, the trumpet at his lips. 

And while we, weeping, rend our gar- 
ments hem, 

''Next year," zve cry, "next year, Jeru- 
salem." 



FIRST MEETING WITH HERZL 
By JOSEPH COWAN 



Continued on Page 12) 
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Jewish Creativeness in Modern Art 



IT is no accident that so many Jews 
participated in all creative phases 
of modern art. There were many 
Jewish painters in the last century, but 
I wish to draw a clear line between 
painters and artists. All over Europe 
academies were quite willing to take 
into their fold Jewish wunder kinder 
who showed signs of unusual artistic 
ability. After years of labor they 
managed to get out of these academies 
as accomplished painters or sculptors; 
but by that time the schools, beside 
destroying any real creative instinct 
their pupils might have possessed, cer- 
tainly eradicated all their Jewish sen- 
timent. 

Most of them became artists a la 
mode, and their technique was the ac- 
cepted pharmacy prescription of the 
time. Their work could be called Jew- 
ish only from its subject matter, and 
even from the illustrative point of view 
they only exploited the sentimental, the 
temporal and accidental values in Jew- 
ish life. In execution, their work had 
no relation to the actual folk arts of 
their people. Such painters and sculp- 
Lors as Hirschenberg, Pilichowsky, Is- 
raels, etc., have a certain documentary 
importance, but they cannot be called 
Jewish artists, if artists at all. 

It was only in the latter part of the 
last century when creative art evolved 
into new forms that more and more 
[ews flocked to the arts and became 
the standard-bearers of all fresh move- 
ments. We must emphasize that Jew- 
ish plastic creation never tended toward 
vulgar imitation of the things around 
them. Their execution was distinctive 
because their inside was peculiarly their 
own. | A Jew never looked upon grass, 
a tree, a brook only as grass, tree, or 
brook. His whole way of life was 
against a purely aesthetic approach. He 
looked upon natural objects as both 
human and symbolic, partly because 
they were strange to his daily life, out- 
side the places where he lived, and be- 
cause of the general Semitic tendency 
to see nature as design. 

The impressionistic movement, born 
in France, was to develop the scientific 
elements in painting. It had as its 
slogan, paint zvhat you see, in oppo- 
sition to the standardized conceptions 



By EPHRAIM DONER 

Ephra'un Doner is an American- 
Jewish artist whose works hare been 
viewed with great interest at Paris ex- 
hibitions. He is versatile in his choice 
of subjects, and belongs to the so-call- 
ed "modern" school. His paintings 
have a good deal of social content. 
One canvas that has been talked about 
depicts with gruesome reality a suicide 
by hanging. The poverty of the dead 
man's room gives the reason. 

Doner was born in Poland and came 
with his parents to New York at an 
early age. 

then current in the academies. Within 
this movement the first true Jewish 
artist matured: Pisarro. Painting what 
he saw brought into his work a truly 
lvrical and poetic spirit. 

1 must remark here that since Jewish 
life in general had no unified character, 
Jewish creative tendencies were equally 
diversified. In other words, Jewish 
contribution to modern art is of ency- 
clopedic nature. Jewish artists of 
Western countries spread French im- 
pressionism to their own lands. Lieber- 
man in Germany. Josephson in Sweden, 
both products of the academies, easily 
assimilated the new forms and became 
pioneers in combatting the barren 
classicism. 

PICASSO and Modiglianni,, one a 
Spaniard and the other an Italian, 
both of Jewish origin, introduced the 
spirit of research into the elements of 
painting. Picasso is a true father of 
cubism; Modiglianni, more than any- 
body else, understood how to exploit 
primitive Negro art as an important 
factor in the modern movement. The 
real Jewish movement in art, however, 
the movement that understood the art 
values of both modern and traditional 
Jewish life, came with the advent of 
Jewish artists from Eastern Europe, 
where Jews lived in great and compact 
mass. 

These ardent young men, with the 
zeal of Mathmidim, one by one drifted 
to Paris, the eternal capital for gifted 
restless spirits. Working within the 
core of the young movement, in all the 
excitement of fresh discoveries, their 
painting reflected a new sincerity, a 



new personality and revealed the very 
essence of their Jewish lives. They or- 
ganized their landscapes, compositions 
and portraits so that their models be- 
came a means toward self-revelation. 
That is their real contribution to Jew- 
ish art (this term being problematic 
enough, since art cannot stand any na- 
tional attachment in the chauvinistic 
.-.ense) : the ability to rest within the 
framework of achievments and the 
aims of modern art, not by obscuring 
their Jewish personality, but by ex- 
ploiting, (1) the Jewish maniere de 
vivre for its compositional values, (2) 
by expressing those values in terms of 
the medium, (3) by bringing back 
piete into Jewish life. 

CONSIDER Shagall. He started as 
they all did, in an academy, the 
Imperial Academy in Russia. He quick- 
ly found his way to Paris, becoming 
one of the first to initiate cubism. But 
when stranded during the war in his 
native town of Witebsk, he was forced 
to fall back on the Jewish elements 
of the life that surrounded him. As a 
result. Shagall's work of this period 
is a very saga of Jewish life. It has 
the humor of Sholom Aleichem, the 
mysticism and piety of the Hassidic 
fables, the spirit of Hagada, the sad- 
ness and tragedy of Jewish life. But 
it is free from maukishness, detached 
from sentimentality. 

Chayim Soutine, born in Minsk and 
matured in France, is in a way the 
most Jewish of all painters. I do not 
know of any painting of his which 
has a Jewish content, yet I know no 
painter as Jewish as Soutine. A simple 
still life, a landscape, a portrait, re- 
veals to the sensitive eye the joyful 
bitterness of the Semitic way of seeing. 
The predominant greens, blues and 
reds of his palette greatly and bounti- 
fully applied to the canvas, with the 
characteristic nervous brush stroke, ap- 
pears like a technical revelation of Jew- 
ish temperament. 

Their work, as the work of many ar- 
tists, has been made difficult by public 
apathy, inept criticism, and the absence 
of an ultimate market of their paint- 
ings. But the Jewish creative tradition 
cannot be stemmed. 
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What of the Arab in Palestine Today 1 

By DR. ISRAEL HERBERT LEVINTHAL 



I HAVE endeavored to describe in 
previous issues of the Review, the 
remarkable growth and transform- 
ation that have, within the last few 
years, taken place in Palestine. Many 
will say to me however : "It is all beau- 
tiful and wonderful, but how can you 
be optimistic about the future when 
on one side you have to face the Bri- 
tish Government, who, though given 
the Mandate by the League of Nations 
with the express purpose of facilita- 
ting the creation of a Jewish National 
Home, is nevertheless restricting Jew- 
ish immigration and in other ways 
showing herself not too anxious to 
perforin the task imposed upon her, 
and on the other hand you have the 
Arabs, about 750,000 of them, who 
have been living in the land for about 
13 centuries, and who are made to 
believe that the in-coming Jew is his 
enemy, who will drive him out of his 
home ? Faced with these two over- 
whelming obstacles, how can you speak 
of the upbuilding of the Jewish Na- 
tional Home, and how can you look up- 
on Palestine as a solution to the Jew- 
ish Problem?" 

I could of course retort that even 
if these represent the actual facts, what 
has the Jew to lose? Where else shall 
he or can he go? I recall that many 
years ago, when Max Nordau pleaded 
that 100,000 Jews be transported to 
Palestine every year, an opponent 
chided him and said: "How will these 
hundred thousand Jews live in the new 
land ?" Nordau quickly replied : "What 
have they to lose? They may starve 
in Palestine as they do in Poland, but 
at least they will be starving in their 
own home !" At the worst, with all 
the difficulties with the British and the 
Arabs, they will still be better off in 
Palestine than they are in many lands 
in which they find themselves to-day. 

But 1 am not so ready to accept these 
statements as actual facts. I realize 
that they represent great difficulties, 
and perhaps even obstacles in our path 
— which otherwise would be a very 
easy one — but I feel confident that 
they are not insurmountable obstacles. 

I coupled two problems — the British 
and the Arabs, because I believe that 
they both really form one problem. 
The only reason why the British Gov- 



ernment is not more zealous in its 
task to facilitate the creation of the 
Jewish National Home is because of 
its desire not to antagonize the Arabs. 
If there were no Arab problem, I feel 
certain that England would be ready 
to take every means to assist in the 
Jewish upbuilding of Palestine. Eng- 
land is friendly to the Jewish people 
and to Jewish aspirations. She has 
proven that friendship again and again 
for many years. England is after all 
the home of liberality and freedom and 
the English are lovers of fair play. 
With all her faults, I still would pre- 
fer her as the Mandatory for Palestine 
rather than any other nation. She is, 
however, harassed by Arab pressure, 
and that alone accounts for her tardy 
attitude — to put it mildly — in further- 
ing the Jewish National Home. 

Then again, we must distinguish be- 
tween the attitude of the Government 
in London, and the attitude of the 
officials representing the Government 
in Palestine. The Jewish cause in Pa- 
lestine suffered for a while because 
some of these Palestinian officials, ac- 
customed as they were to deal with 
backward natives in foreign lands, 
were not too sympathetic with the at- 
titude of the Jewish new-comers in 
Palestine, who asked for no favors but 
rights, who did not cringe but who 
stood erect and spoke like people with 
a right to speak to equals, not to su- 
periors. 

But everyone who visits Palestine 
to-day must note that in the present 
High Commissioner, General Wau- 
chope, we have a man who means to do 
his true duty to Jew and to Arab, who 
has proven himself not only capable 
and a true statesman, but sympathetic 
to the spirit as well as the letter of the 
Mandate. 

IN discussing our relationship to the 
British and to the Arabs in Palestine 
we cannot theorize nor philosophize 
too much. We must all admit that 
theories and philosophies dwindle and 
disappear before the facts of life. We 
all remember the time when we used to 
philosophize whether Jews would go 
to Palestine, whether Palestine could 
support a steady immigration, and 
other such problems. Whole nights 
were spent in arguing pro and con. 



Lite answered all these questions, and 
we see now how childish many of the 
arguments then were. The same holds 
true of the present discussions about 
Palestine. 1 may be a stubborn opti- 
mist, but I have faith, and that faith 
was strengthened by my observations 
in Palestine. I believe that the British 
Government will help in the creation of 
the Jewish Homeland, but her attitude 
toward Palestine will depend, and, po- 
litically, must depend, upon our atti- 
tude toward Palestine. It England will 
see that the Jews — all of them — stand 
united behind the Zionist program, she 
will respect the will of a united people. 
If she will see that the Jews them- 
selves are not interested in the creation 
of the Homeland, naturally she, too, 
will take an indifferent attitude. 

HER attitude will depend, too, not 
only upon the Jewish strength be- 
hind the program of Palestine upbuild- 
ing, but also upon the just and united 
demands of the Jewish people. We 
have two notable examples to prove 
this assertion. When Passfield issued 
his White Paper, many thought that 
Zionism was surely killed. But the pro- 
test of a united Jewry throughout the 
world nullified even that pronounce- 
ment of the Government itself. We had 
another example while I was in Pales- 
tine. The Government threatened to 
restrict immigration. In fact, though 
the Jewish Agency asked for about 20,- 
000 certificates, not more than a fourth 
were granted. Then came the strike of 
all Palestine Jewry. For the first time 
in the new Palestine, all Jews — of 
every faction — were united. Never 
shall 1 forget the solemnity of that 
mass protest. Not a wheel of a bus or 
even of a private automobile moved. 
No hotel or restaurant served meals 
after eleven in the morning. A whole 
people joined in a unanimous protest, 
and that protest had its effect. The 
Government allotted 9,000 certificates 
— the highest number it ever issued. 
And not only that — but when certain 
Arab leaders tried to prevent the recent 
concession to the Huleh region, the 
High Commissioner gave them a sting- 
ing rebuke, and told them of the bene- 
fits they had derived through the Jew- 
ish immigration. 

{Continued on next page) 
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Of course, we would like to see 
England do more. But we certainly 
have no right to feel discouraged be- 
cause she feels that she is doing 
enough. With all the restrictions, 40,- 
000 Jews entered Palestine in 1933, 
and more than 50,000 entered in 1934. 
Where else in all the world could so 
many Jews make new homes to-day? 

Let us show England that the Jews 
of the world are united in this pur- 
pose : let us continue patiently and even 
slowly to build, to have more Jews con- 
tinually enter the country, and let the 
Jewish community there become eco- 
nomically well established. You will 
see how the British Government will 
go with us, helping us and co-operating 
with us. After all, England knows how 
friendly the Jews feel towards her. 
And England wants to have a friendly 
people in that corner of the world. For 
that reason I am optimistic — and, as I 
said, with all her faults, I am thankful 
nevertheless that England is the man- 
datory over Eretz Israel. 

WITH regards to the Arabs the 
same may be said — Life will an- 
swer all our philosophizing. In discuss- 
ing the Arabs, you have to distinguish 
between the great Arab masses and the 
few so-called leaders who pose as the 
spokesmen of these masses. The Arab 
people, as a whole, are not enemies of 
the Jews. They have benefited by the 
Jews, and they are beginning to realize 
this fact. I spoke to a number of Arab 
workmen. They admitted that never 
before did they enjoy such prosperity. 
They have nothing but good feelings 
towards the Jews. "But," they added, 
"our leaders tell us that the Zionists 
are going to drive us out of our 
homes." These so-called leaders are 
personally interested in keeping the 
Arab masses enslaved. They much 
prefer to be able to work them at 4 or 
5 piasters a day, instead of, as now, 
through Jewish influence, at 20 or 
even 25 piasters. But the masses are be- 
ginning to see the truth. I was never 
so moved as on the night after the 
beautiful procession of the Bikkurim 
in Haifa, when all of the people were 
dancing in the street. Right near the 
center of the whole celebration there 
were several groups of plain Arab 
workers, and they too joined in the 
dancing. We stopped wiatching the 
Jews, and large crowds gathered a- 
round the Arabs, joyously encouraging 
them in their dance. They too felt the 
happiness of the occasion. If left alone 



by the ringleaders they would be most 
friendly to the Jews. 

As far as their being unwilling to 
sell their land to the Jews, I should 
like to say that I hope the Jews have 
enough money to buy the land that 
could be bought to-day from even Arab 
leaders. Bialik, our great and unforget- 
table poet and leader, said a beautiful 
word that goes to the root of the whole 
Arab problem. "It is a disease of the 
oriental", he remarked, "that he always 
wants to deal with words. If you buy 
all of Palestine, the Arabs will not be 
concerned, but if you talk a lot, say 
that you propose to buy all of Pales- 
tine, they will become terribly excited." 
That Bialik's analysis is correct we can 
see from the recent concession that the 
Jews have secured to the thousands of 
dunam land in the Huleh region. The 
thing is done, and no protest is heard 
to-day. In fact the reports told us that 
the Arabs in that region sent delega- 
tions to the Jewish residents there ex- 
pressing their delight at the transfer. 
They know that they too will gain by 
it. If we would only take Bialik's ad- 
vice, and instead of talking of what we 
ought to do, and what we are going 
to do, actually do it, then there would 
be no difficulties with the Arabs. 

OF course, it would be a far easier 
task, if Palestine had no Arabs. 
But they are there! And who knows, 
perhaps Destiny placed them there for 
a purpose. In this age, when most 
countries preach enmity and hatred for 
their own inhabitants who do not be- 
long to their race, we intend to build 
a land where we want to show how two 
peoples can live in peace, in harmony, 
and in fellowship. It may take years 
to convince the Arabs of that fact, but 
we shall convince them nevertheless. 
We are not coming to Palestine as 
chauvinists, with a desire to harm or 
to oppress any non-Jew in the land. 
We Jews have been warned again and 
again by our Bible "And you shall re- 
member that you were slaves in E- 
gypt". We cannot forget how we suf- 
fered in the Galut, and certainly we 
never dream of making others suffer. 
In the remarable Purim Carnival that 
I saw in Tel Aviv one of the most 
beautiful floats, and one that received 
the greatest applause from thousands 
of people who lined the streets, was 
called: "And it shall be in the latter 
days". It expressed what the Jews in 
Palestine hoped for as the ideal fu- 
ture, a group of Jews embracing a 



group of Arabs and dancing together. 
That is our ideal, and we are confident 
that eventually the Arabs will appre- 
ciate it. 

We may hear of troublous outbursts 
on the part of certain Arabs once in a 
while. Some of the masses, ignorant, 
may be stirred up by the ringleaders 
and do some mischief. But here, too, 
there is one answer. The more united 
the Jewish front is, the greater pro- 
gress that is made in Palestine, the 
less vehement will become the oppo- 
sition. When we had 100,000 Jews 
there was more trouble than when we 
had 200,000. When we had 200,000 
there was more trouble than we have 
now, when there are 300,000 Jews. 
Let us have a half a million Jews in 
Palestine and there will be no Arab 
problem in the form of an Arab op- 
position. 



ANTI-SEMITIC HALO AROUND THE 
DIONNE QUINTUPLETS 

NO one reading the letter bearing 
the signature of Mr. and Mrs. 
Oliva Dionne, parents of the highly 
advertised quintuplets, in which they 
protest against the guardianship bill 
placing the babies under government 
supervision, will suspect that the pa- 
rents are the authors of this protest. 
A mysterious hand is evidently direct- 
ing their course. This would be of no 
public concern were it not for the 
sinister propaganda this mysterious 
hand is promulgating. It may or may 
not be to the advantage of these babies 
to be safeguarded by the State. There 
is no reason, however, why the letter 
writer should declare : "Are they (the 
Church) content to allow our babies 
to be handed over to a Jew, and force 
us to take orders from him," simply 
because the Canadian Minister of 
Welfare happens to be a Jew. This 
remark, totally unwarranted and deep- 
ly regrettable, reflects the feelings and 
the prejudices of the master-mind di- 
recting the affairs of the Dionne fa- 
mily. This person, whoever he or she 
is, should be sought out and given to 
understand, even as it should be ex- 
plained to the parents, that viciousness 
of this type will not help their cause. 
If they have grievances, let them air 
them. This should be done without 
injecting into the controversy the ele- 
ment of religious prejudice. It is, in 
effect, as though the religious affilia- 
tion of the head of any department of 
the State were to be made the basis of 
the propriety of legislative enactments. 
— Philadelphia Jewish Exponent 
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CELEBRATION in PALESTINE 

By DR. DAVID TANNENBAUM 



(The author of tJiis article, who is 
now in Palestine, was the Chairman of 
the Center Forum Committee and the 
Center Academy, as well as Associate 
Treasurer of the Zionist Organization 
of America.) 

THIS is the height of the tourist 
season. Here came thousands for 
Purim, for the Maccabiad, for 
Pesach. This was the first time I had 
seen the new Purim festival. We Zion- 
ists have been saying for many years 
that Palestine would give new content 
to old forms of Jewish life. Purim is 
the visual expression of one form of 
this new life which is growing right 
before our own eyes. 

The Purim Carnival has been appro- 
priated particularly by Tel Aviv. The 
whole of Jewish Palestine, tens of 
thousands of visitors, and innumerable 
Arabs flock to this new Jewish City. 
The celebration lasts three days start- 
ing the day before Purim. The offices 
and banks all close for a good part of 
the days. The mayor issues a procla- 
mation that the Carnival is on. The 
streets are illumined and all the public 
buildings are gaily decorated in Purim 
fashion. 

The first official ceremony is the 
reading of the Megillah and the focal 
point of interest is the main synagogue 
in Allenby Street. Here loud speakers 
are installed in every street for 
several blocks around. All traffic is 
shut off and a cordon of Tel-Aviv 
Hebrew-speaking policemen is thrown 
around the section to guide the public. 
Twenty thousand people stood in the 
streets listening to the reading of the 
Megillah. Here it had a perfect setting 
for its quick moving melodramatic ac- 
tion. It became a thing alive and not 
just a jumble of meaningless words 
where, at a given signal by a bored He- 
brew teacher, the children made just 
noises. Here grown men and women 
relived the momentous occasion. They 
waited breathlessly for the final de- 
nouement, the victory of right over evil, 
and when the villian was finally hung 
and the heroine saved, a shattering, 
spontaneous shout of approval tore it- 
self from the hearts of these thousands. 
For the first time in my life I really 
understood what the Greek chorus was 
supposed to be. 

I den't know ho;v conventionally 



religious those thousands are. But I 
do know that they were deeply moved 
by the dramatic recital and that they 
actually lived through a harrowing 
Jewish experience. It had ceased to 
be some foreign formula imposed from 
the outside but had become a living 
expression of a pulsating emotion from 
within. To my mind this is the ulti- 
mate embodiment of creative religion. 
It is bound to affect our stulted Golus 
life if individual Jews still living in 
Golus can become infected with this 
creative strain. I am more convinced 
than ever before that only in this man- 
ner can the worth-while Jew save his 
"precious soul". The others don't 
matter much. 

After the Megillah the crowds pa- 
raded through the streets singing and 
dancing. It was interesting to watch 
the newcomers trying to attune them- 
selves, to this new life. Here were 
Germans looking on with a supercil- 
ious air. They couldn't quite under- 
stand it all. It was all so informal and 
undignified. Jews just being happy 
because it was Purim, and Jews who 
were not ashamed because they were 
happy without any philosophical jus- 
tification. The contrast between life in 
Germany today and this vigorous out- 
pouring of Jewish exhuberance must 
have been vivid. And how the Polish 
and Lithuanian Jews, or any other 
Jews for that matter, who have open- 
ed their eyes as they recalled the Pu- 
rim of Golus, the simulated gaiety, the 
make-believe Shalach Monos, the pa- 
thetic attempts at masquerading, the 
turning of Purim into a little children's 
affair, or worse yet, a charity bazaar, 
and saw before them these dancing, 
singing, marching crowds ! No wonder 
they speak of Palestine as the land of 
miracles. 

ALL of the political parties of Pal- 
estine called a truce over the Car- 
nival time, though there has been com- 
paratively little friction in the past two 
years. 

Revisionist brown-shirts danced the 
'liora" alongside groups of Socialist 
Hapoel blue shirts. The gay costumes 
of the masqueraders hid the features 
of the Yemenite, the Bukarian, the 
Spanish Jews or the plain Pollack. 

In the evening there were balls and 
satiric plays in all the theatres. V/e 



went to see one called "Weizmann II", 
which was a satire on the Municipal 
administration of Tel-Aviv. This too 
gave me a new insight into what the 
"Purim Spiel" used to be. The play 
dealt with "life as she is lived". 

THE culmination of the festival is 
parade and the many floats. The 
theme this year was "Bondage in Free- 
dom," depicting the many servitudes of 
the Jewish people and the present 
plague in Palestine, "Land Specula- 
tion." The "speculator" was a 100 foot 
dragon who was brought to public trial 
on the closing night of the Carnival 
and sentenced to death by drowning 
and burying, which the crowd pro- 
ceeded to carry out literally by taking 
the dragon to the sea shore, setting 
him afire and then throwing him into 
the ocean. 

All our children got into their cos- 
tumes and we came to the Big City. 
I was fortunate in getting a friend to 
let us come to his house, which had a 
balcony overlooking the parade street. 
The kids had a glorious time and they 
wouldn't budge even when there was 
a ten minute rain that threatened to 
ruin the Queen of Sheba on her float. 

To me all this was particularly im- 
pressive. I recalled the first Tel-Aviv 
I knew — 25 houses in the middle of 
sand dunes. And now, as far as one 
could see, the streets were black with 
men and women, every balcony was 
jammed and every roof was filled with 
sightseeers. 250,000 Jews crowded in- 
to the city to make merry, and, true 
to Jewish tradition, there was not a 
single case of drunkenness or rowdy- 
ism, or a single traffic accident of any 
consequence. 



A PROPHETIC WARNING 

Private property we can buy every- 
where in the world, at any moment. 
Zionism has nothing to do with that. 
Private right is a matter of complete 
indifference to us ; it will come later, 
just as the real estate speculators will 
join when our movement will have be- 
come successful ! 

— Thee a c;- Hcvzl 
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THEODOR HERZL BORN 75 YEARS AGO 



HERZL THOUGHT HIS WORK DONE WHEN HE PUBLISHED 
"DER JUDENSTAAT" 
By JOSEF SEIDENER 



MY acquaintance with Herzl began 
with the publication of his Ju- 
denstaat. At that time, in the early 
nineties, a small group of Choveve 
Zionists used to meet every week in 
the club-room of a Viennese cafe, 
where each of us would share his 
modest knowledge of Palestine with 
the other members. 

Of all those who attended these 
meetings I was the only one who knew 
Palestine at first hand. Thus I found 
eager listeners to my reports and de- 
scriptions, although my views concern- 
ing the political situation of the Jewish 
colonies of the period were none too 
optimistic. We cherished no illusions 
as to the future of the Jewish colonies 
in Palestine. The obstruction of all 
development and progress by the Turk- 
ish Government, the vicinity of disease- 
ridden villages of Fellahin, the fre- 
quency of highway robbery and theft 
by day and by night, and other such un- 
pleasant circumstances were depressing 
in their effect upon us. We realized 
clearly that under such conditions any 
public avowal of political or historic 
aspirations would make us appear ri- 
diculous in the eyes of the world, both 
Jewish and non-Jewish. 

Eut the great depression of that 
period contributed to the profound joy 
with which we greeted the unexpected 
publication of a pamphlet entitled Der 
Jiidenstaat. Who was the author of 
that daring title — who had the audaci- 
ty to proclaim that word publicly, to 
display it in a bookshop! Even today, 
after the Declaration, one does not 
speak of a Jewish State. 

At the time Herzl was still unknown 
to any of us. It was only later that we 
sought out everything he had ever writ- 
ten. But at the moment the task be- 
fore us was to circulate the book. A 
small group of Russian speaking ad- 
herents undertook to translate the Ju- 
denstaat into Russian; four of us, I 
among them. We completed the task — 
and then we were unable to find a pub- 
lisher for the translation in all of 
Russia. Indeed, it was necessary for 
us to raise the money to cover the cost 
of publication before the book finally 
appeared in print. 

At first it required considerable ef- 



fort to persuade Herzl to join us in our 
work. He considered his task finished 
with the publication of his pamphlet ; 
the execution of his project was to be 
taken over by men active in practical 
and political life. Not until he realized 
that none of us would dare attempt 
this did he come over to us. 



HERZL IN HIS EDITORIAL 
OFFICE 
By G. SIL-VARA 

I MET Theodor Herzl in 1899. 
While in London I had written a 
story — in the basement of the Hotel 
Cecil, for my fortunes were low ; and 
quite at random I sent it to the Nene 
Freie Presse. A number of weeks 
passed, but I received no reply. And 
when, in the course of events, I re- 
turned to Vienna, I made a pilgrimage 
to the editorial offices to discover the 
fate of my composition. By the time 



I had climbed two flights of stairs my 
heart was beating violently. Finally, 
in a narrow little room, the last of a 
suite of offices, I found myself face to 
face with a tall, stately, elegantly 
dressed man who wore a long, black, 
well-groomed beard in the Assyrian 
manner, and whose great, fiery dark 
eyes were regarding me. In my con- 
fusion I forgot to present myself ; but 
scarcely had I spoken a few words 
when Dr. Herzl interrupted me — with 
gratification, I thought, and some a- 

mazement — saying: "You are Sil-Vara 
»» 

Thus he was the first to utter the 
name I myself had chosen, and which 
I legalized only later. He lavished 
much praise on my story, perhaps be- 
cause he loved the English scene in 
which it was laid, and told me : "I have 
had no room for it. It is too long for 
us, but I shall surely publish it." He 
kept his word, and afterwards encour- 
aged me again and again in his friend- 
ly, fatherly fashion, to write for his 
paper, so that our relationship contin- 
ued. 



AS I KNEW HERZL 

(Continued 

true nucleus of human society; the un- 
pleasant aspects of life were ignored, 
either intentionally or unconsciously ; 
and ambition was limited to striving 
for literary success, for an improve- 
ment of one's personal position, and 
for a certain comfortable standard of 
living. 

But in Herzl's heart there lay dor- 
mant other emotions which those about 
him did not understand, which even 
his clever father comprehended only 
after some time, and of which he him- 
self became conscious only gradually. 
Their first manifestation was an in- 
satiable need for activity which found 
literary ambition insufficient. The 
'Weltschmerz' which, in a peculiar 
blend of jest and gentle irony, so en- 
hances the charm of his early writings, 
probably arose from this repression of 
his urge for action, from his inability 
to play a definite role in the shaping 
of events, from the helplessness with 
which he viewed human misery. But 
the gentle serenity of his limited world, 
whose hold he was unable to shake off, 
began to cause inner conflicts and a 
nervous irritability which he did not 



By ADOLF WIEDEMANN 

from page 9) 

always keep under control, so that even 
his home life was not free of out- 
bursts of impatience. The process of 
literary production was agony to him, 
who was always dissatisfied with him- 
self and his achievements, certain that 
the world would not appreciate him 
fully, and frequently exhausted from 
the strain of attempting the impossible. 
Thus were formed traits that persisted 
through his maturer years and stood 
out even more prominently in his po- 
litical activity. As he demanded the 
utmost of himself, so he expected it 
from others, failing to take the slight- 
est considerations of their abilities or 
of external circumstances. 

"You will never find the men you 
need," Wolffsohn wrote him, "for you 
measure every one by yourself." 

When human or technical elements 
fell short of his requirements his im- 
mediate reaction was violent wrath. 
When G., whom he esteemed very 
highly, was forced to leave his work 
in Egypt because urgent personal mat- 
ters demanded his presence at home, 
Herzl said, in effect : "We shall not 
(Continued on Page 13) 
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hang liim- — but such amazing neglect 
of duty must be punished severely." 

Minor omissions, contradictions, 
even an interruption of the telephone 
service perturbed him profoundly. 
When he had an impoitant task in 
hand he was never at rest, rising even 
at night, in order to work. In the last 
months of his life, already very ill. he 
disregarded his physicians' orders and 
worked all night, in Franzenshad. on 
a memorandum which Katzenelsohn 
had to take to St. Petersburg. As for 
mone\ — he preferred to disregard it 
entirely, and suffered because he had 
to take time for his profession instead 
of devoting himself to his life's work 
exclusively. He himself complained 
that his children would be poor. 

In view of his eagerness to do great 
tilings, there may, at some moment of 
his life, have been a possibility that he 
would champion another great and 
good cause rather than that of the 
Jewish people, whom he did not know 
and therefore could not love. 

It wa.s our good fortune that he wit- 
nessed the Dreyfus trial and that it 
challenged his sense of honor. Had 
tin's physchological impulse not enter- 
ed into his life, his activity would 
probably have found other channels, 
and he would have fought for another 
objective with the same irresistible en- 
ergy. But when his bitter inner strug- 
gle finally brought him to the recogni- 
tion that he was meant for more than 
mere journalistic work, and that his 
task was the salvation of his people, he 
knew the joy of the man who, as 
Carlyle writes, has found his purpose 
in life; he felt liberated from binding 
fetters, and heard "the beating of 
eagles' wings above him." The eagle, 
free at last, was soaring on high. 

The work he chose satisfied his de- 
sire for the heroic. 

Incessantly active, his fancy con- 
structed ever new political possibilities, 
frequently so magnificent as to be im- 
practicable. He forgot that actually 
he had nothing behind him, neither 
men nor money nor an organization. 
Thus he compelled the attention and 
admiration of the Sultan, but not the 
concession of the Holy Land. 

At a dinner in Cairo he told the 
dum founded British Secretary of 
State: "You must not think that I 
have no forces behind me. If I were 
to summon twenty thousand young 
Tews to help me conquer Palestine by 
force of arms, they would come. And 
I- should like that much better than 
buving the land." 

Onlv with "reat difficulty did I suc- 



ceed in making this appear a pleasantry 
and thus relieve the tension that had set 
in. But he was displeased, telling me, 
bter. that while he appreciated m\ love 
oi truth, he would advise me never to 
enter a diplomatic career. Brilliantly 
though he succeeded in his negotia- 
tions with the Turks and the imagin- 
ative German Emperor, he failed 
utterly where the sol>er-minded Eng- 
lish were concerned. And the refusal 
of the El Arish region is probably 
also due to his fir.st extravagant des- 
cription of his colonization plans, which 
caused Lord Cromer to regard him 
askance. But when it came to more 
impressionable personalities his power 
of fascination was great. 



Xor did he lack other unusual and 
happy <|ualitieations for his role as 
the leader of an awakening nation. 
Xever have I met another man who 
combined so harmoniously dignity, 
physical attractiveness, perfect com- 
mand of language and self-control in 
the most difficult of situations. When 
he was conducting negotiations or 
making a public appearance all his 
usual unrest and nervousness disap- 
peared as if by magic. Unquestionably 
he was profoundly ambitious by nature, 
and. perhaps, even dreamed of a crown. 

Wolffsohn, who surely was very 
c!o>e to him, also held this view, which 
on one occasion, he formulated in 
these words; "Doubtless TIerzl would 
like to review his guard of honor." 



MY LIFE — By THEODOR HERZL 

(Continued from page 8) 



work. In 1884 I graduated as Doctor 
of Laws and took a post as unpaid 
official under the guidance of a judge. 
I found employment in the courts in 
Vienna and Salzburg. The work in 
Salzburg seemed to be more attractive ; 
the scenery around that city is known 
for its beauty. My law office was in an 
old water tower in the castle, right un- 
der the clock, and three times daily 
the bells rang pleasantly in my ears. 

Xaturallv. I wrote more plays than 
briefs. In Salzburg I spent some of 
the happiest hours of my life. And I 
would gladly have remained in the 
beautiful city; but as a Jew I would 
never have received an appointment as 
judge. And for that reason I said 
farewell simultaneously to Salzburg 
and to le^al learning. 

I was again destined to distress pro- 
foundly tlie Rabbi of Budapest ; for 
instead of looking around tor a real 
profession or a real job I began to 
travel and to write for the theatre and 
for newspapers. Many of my pieces 
were accepted and played in various 
theatres, some with more and some 
with less applause. Until this day I 
fail to understand why some of my 
pieces were received with applause 
while others were hissed. But the dif- 
ference in the receptions accorded to 
my pieces taught me one thing — to pay 
no attention whether the public ap- 
plauded or hissed. The conscience 
must be satisfied ; nothing else matters. 
To-day I have no use for any of my 
dramas — even those which are still 
produced successfully at the Imperial 
'Burdtheater'. and I am no longer in- 
terested in them. 

In 1889 I married. I now have 



three children, a boy and two girls. 
In my opinion my children are neither 
bad-looking nor stupid. But of course 
I may be mistaken. 

During my travels in Spain, in 1801, 
the Vienna newspaper Die Xi'ite Frcie 
Dresse offered me the position of its 
foreign correspondent in Paris. I ac- 
cepted, even though up to that time I 
had despised and avoided politics. In 
Paris 1 had an opportunity to learn 
what it is that the world understands 
in the word politics, and I expressed 
my own opinion in a little book, 'Das 
Palais Bourban'. In 1895 I had had 
enough of Paris and returned to 
Vienna. 

During the last two months of my 
stay in Paris I wrote the book Dey 
J ttdciistaat. I cannot remember ever 
having written anything in such a 
mood of exaltation. Heine tells us 
that be heard the flapping of eagles' 
wings above his head when he wrote 
certain stanzas. 1 too seemed to hear 
the flutter of wings above my head 
while 1 wrote Der Judcnstaat, Mv 
one recreation was on the evenings 
when I could go to hear Wagner's mu- 
sic, and particularly Tamiltauser, an 
opera which I go to hear as often as 
it is produced. And only on those 
evenings when there was no opera, did 
I have any doubts as to the truth of 
my ideas. 

My first idea was to let this little 
essay on tlie solution of the Jewish 
question circulate privately among my 
friends. Tt was only later that I 
thought of publishing it ; it was not 
my intention to begin a personal agi- 
tation on the Jewish question. The 
( Continued on porjc 16) 
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IN THE CENTER 



COMING CENTER FUNCTIONS 

Tuesday evening, May 21 — Young 
Folks League Lag B'Omar Dance 
and Entertainment. 

Wednesday evening, May 22 and 
29 — Lectures on psychology by 
Dr. Baker. 

Thursday evening, May 23 — Pro- 
duction of "Far Away Princess" 
and "Nine Lives of Emily." 

Sunday afternoon, May 2& — Kid- 
die Revue. 

Monday evening, May 27 — Pro- 
duction of the "Yiddish King 
Lear." 

Wednesday evening, June 5 — 
Membership social meeting. 

Wednesday evening, June 12 — 
Strawberry Festival, Dance and 
Entertainment. 



LECTURES ON PSYCHOLOGY 
BY DR. BAKER 

A series of lectures now given on 
Wednesday evenings by Dr. Ernest L. 
Baker will be continued on May 22nd 
and 29th. The subject of the lecture 
on Wednesday evening, May 22nd, 
will be "The Psychology of Dreams". 
On Wednesday evening, May 29th, 
Dr. Baker will speak on "The Psychol- 
ogy of Religion". 

These lectures, under the general 
title of "The Psychology of Everyday 
Life," are being given under the joint 
auspices of the New York City Board 
of Education and the Forum and Edu- 
cational Committee of the Center. 

There is no charge for admission at 
these lectures to members or non-mem- 
bers. 



MEMBERSHIP SOCIAL MEETING 
JUNE 5th 

Another social meeting of the entire 
membership of the Center will be held 
on Wednesday evening, June 5th. 
Close to five hundred members, who 
attended the first monthly meeting held 
on May 2nd, spent a most enjoyable 
evening, and we are certain that they 
will look forward to the next meeting 
on June 5th. 

We want to urge all our members, 
men and women, to reserve the even- 
ing and make sure to attend. 

FINAL MEETING OF PARENT TEACH- 
ERS ASSOCIATION OF HEBREW 
SCHOOL 

On Tuesday evening, May 21st, the 
Parent Teachers Association of the 
Hebrew and Sunday School will hold 
the final meeting of the season. 

A prominent guest speaker will ad- 
dress the gathering and an interesting 
musical program will also be given. 

A FREE DRAMATIC PERFORMANCE 
THURSDAY, MAY 23rd 

The Little Theatre Group will give 
a performance in the auditorium of the 
Center on Thursday evening, May 23, 
at 8:30 o'clock. 

They will produce two one-act plays 
— "Far Away Princess" and "Nine 
Lives of Emily." The production is 
given under the auspices of the Drama 
Department Works Division of the 
Emergency Relief Bureau. 
" Admission to the performance will 
be free to all. 



CENTER ACADEMY PARENTS TO 
MEET MAY 22nd 

A meeting of the Parent Teachers 
Association of the Center Academy 
will will be held on Wednesday even- 
ing, May 22nd, at 8:30 o'clock. 

An interesting program has been ar- 
ranged for that evening. All parents of 
the Center Academy pupils are cor- 
dially invited to attend. 



SUMMER SCHEDULE IN OUR GYM- 
NASIUM AND BATHS 

Beginning next Friday, May 31st, 
the summer schedule will be in force 
in our Gymnasium and Baths. This 
department will be closed on Saturday 
evenings during the months of June, 
July and August. On Friday and Sun- 
day afternoons, the Gymnasium and 
Baths will be open until 6 P. M. in- 
stead of 4:00. 

The Gymnasium and Baths schedule 
will be as follows : 



MONDAY 

Men 3 p. m. to II p. m. 

Boys 3 p. m. to 5 p. m. 

Women 10 a.m. to 3 pm. 

Girls 

TUESDAY 

Women 10 a.m. to 10 p.m. 

Girls 3 p. m. to 5 p. m. 

WEDNESDAY 

Men 3 p. m. to II p. m. 

Boys 3 p. m. to 5 p. m. 

Women 10 a.m. to 3 pm. 

Girl; 

THURSDAY 

Men 5 p. m. to I I p. m. 

Boys 

Women 10 a.m. to 5 pm. 

Girls 3 p. m. to 5 p. m. 

FRIDAY 

Men 2 p. m. to 6 p. m. 

Boys 2 p. m. to 6 p. m. 

SUNDAYS and LEGAL HOLIDAYS 

Men 10 a. m. to 6 p. m. 

Boys 2 p. m. to 6 p. m. 



THE SABBATH 

Kindling of Candles at 7:51 P.M. 

Friday evening Services at 6:00. 

Sabbath Morning Services (Parsha 
Behar) will commence at 8:45 A. M. 
Rabbi Levinthal will preach the ser- 
mon. 

Junior Congregation Services in the 
Beth Hamedrash at 9:30 A. M. 

Class in Ein Yaakob, under the lead- 
ership of Mr. Benjamin Hirsh, at 5 
P. M. 



DAILY SERVICES 

Morning Services at 7 :00 and 7 :30. 
Mincha Services at 7 :45 P. M. 



CONGRATULATIONS 

Hearty congratulations are extended 
to Mr. Mordecai Gorelick, son of Mr. 
and Mrs. Morris Gorelick, who was 
awarded the Guggenheim fellowship 
for scenic designing. 

STRAWBERRY FESTIVAL, ENTERTAIN- 
MENT AND DANCE WEDNESDAY 
EVENING, JUNE 12th 

Under the auspices of the Parent- 
Teachers Association of our Hebrew 
and Sunday Schools, a Strawberry 
Festival, Entertainment and Dance will 
be given on Wednesday evening, June 
12th, at 8:30 o'clock, on the Roof of 
the Center. 

A very fine orchestra, led by Will 
Marks, will entertain, and an excellent 
program is being arranged. 

All the parents and their friends are 
invited. Admission is fifty cents per 
ticket. 

THE YIDDISH KING LEAR WILL BE 
PRODUCED AGAIN ON MAY 27th 

The Yiddish King Lear will be pro- 
duced again in the auditorium of the 
Center on Monday evening, May 27th, 
at 8 :30 o'clock. The production is un- 
der the personal supervision of the 
famous Jewish actor, Boris Thoma- 
shefsky. 

The Yiddish King Lear was pro- 
duced at the Center several weeks ago 
in the presence of a large audience. 
Many who were not able to attend the 
first performance, requested that we 
arrange for another production. 

There is no charge for admission. 
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Center Accused of Participating 
in Orgy of Non-Jewish Music 



IM one of his columns in the Day 
Dr. S. Margoshes scored the 
Brooklyn Jewish Center, its Rahbi 
and administrative director, for per- 
mitting music of a general nature to be 
sung at the membership meeting held 
on A lay 6. He called the event a "con- 
cert" and expressed indignation that 
Jewish folk songs were not sung. 
Speaking of a person who was sup- 
posed to have reported the event to 
him, Dr. Margoshes wrote: "What he 
could not particularly understand was 
Dr. Levinthal's and Mr. Goldberg's 
attitude. Were they too ashamed of 
their Jewishness and afraid to let the 
Jewish songs, the beautiful Yiddish 
folk-songs, ring out under the rafters 
of their magnificent temple? He rub- 
bed his eyes and wondered. We, too, 
are wondering." 

In another part of the article Dr. 
Margoshes intimated that those who 
attended the "concert" could hardly 
succeed in concealing their Jewishness 
because they spoke in "broken English, 
some in New Yorkese, but most of 
them in Yiddish." 



Replying to this criticism, Mr. Gold- 
berg wrote to Dr. Margoshes : 

"Let me point out the inaccuracy 
and unfairness of what you wrote. 
The "concert" was a meeting with 
some entertainment at the end. Most 
of the artists were not paid. It did not 
occur to us to dictate their choice of 
music. I might mention, however, that 
one singer, a woman, was recommend- 
ed as a singer of Jewish folk songs. 

"If you had been more familiar with 
the Center and its numerous Jewish 
activities, or had made yourself fam- 
iliar with the facts before writing the 
article, you would have known that 
Jewish folk songs are not foreign to 
us and that there is hardly a singer of 
folk songs who has not appeared on 
the Center platform. To name but a 
few of the more prominent artists the 
following come to my mind : Victor 
Chenkin, Isa Kremer, Eva Miller, 
Leon Kairoff, Miriam Fine, Chaim 
Kotilansky, Miriam Sigler. 

"As to the part Rabbi Levinthal and 
myself played in this criminal evening, 
anyone who is acquainted with our re- 



spective activities knows that neither 
the rabbi nor the undersigned is 
"ashamed of his Jewishness." Dr. 
Levinthal's career is well known. As 
for myself, thirty years of active parti- 
cipation in the Zionist cause, in Jew- 
ish war relief campaigns, in the Amer- 
ican Jewish Congress and in the Jew- 
ish Center movement, are sufficient to 
indicate that I have not sought to hide 
mv heritage." 



BAR MITZVAH 

Hearty congratulations are exten- 
ded to Mr. Mordecai Halevi on the oc- 
casion of the Bar Mitzvah of his son, 
Amitty, which will take place in Pales- 
tine on Saturday, June 1st. 



CONGRATULATIONS 

Congratulations and best wishes are 
extended to Mrs. H. Friedwald on the 
birth of a son to her children, Mr. 
and Mrs. Samuel H. Friedwald on 
May 14, 1935. 



SUNDAY OUTING GROUP 

The members of the Sunday After- 
noon Outing Group are requested to 
assemble at the Center next Sunday. 
May 19th, at 1 :45 P. M. They will 
then proceed to the Steeplechase where 
they will spend the afternoon. 



'It is not the father but the invitation that gives 
the bride away" 
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EDITORIALS 

(Continued from Page 3) 

glected as has been the synagogue, and 
in other Christian denominations the 
Church has also not been forgotten. 
So far as I have been able to learn, 
with rare exceptions, nothing but pit- 
tances and scraps have been entrusted 
to the synagogue." 

Need anything be added to these 
words? The writer of these lines has 
had the opportunity to read the wills 
of men who left behind great and sub- 
stantial fortunes. In all but a very few 
instances, not a thought was given to 
the House of God, where the deceased 
came for spiritual nourishment, solace, 
strength and comfort. We want to 
ease the material burden of our chil- 
dren when we leave them behind. 
Should we not also want to ease their 
spiritual burden, and prove to them by 
our last acts and thoughts, how close 
to our hearts is that institution which 
— more han any other — has safeguard- 
ed and perpetuated all that is noble and 
beautiful in Jewish life? We hope 
that the members of the Center, when 
writing their Wills and Testaments, 
will give earnest thought to the wise 
words uttered at the Congregational 
Conference, and thus link their names 
and lives with something that shall 
redound to their eternal blessedness. 



MY LIFE (Continued from Page 13) 



MASLANSKI GOES TO PALESTINE 

THE Center Review joins the thou- 
sands of Jews throughout the land 
in wishing the great tribune of 
the Jewish people, the unforgettable 
Yiddish orator, Rev. Maslanski, a 
"Tzescho Le'Slialom" on his departure 
for Palestine where he intends to make 
his home. 

For more than a generation Mas- 
lanski preached the message of Pales- 
tine Reborn. His words helped- to re- 
awaken the dormant souls of tens of 
thousands of Jews. Now, approaching 
his 80th year, he desires to settle in 
that land which he helped to build. 

The best wishes of the entire Center 
membership will accompany him and 
his beloved wife on their journey. May 
he continue to enjoy health and 
strength to give of his incomparable 
gifts to the people of Israel -for many 
years to come. 

— Israel H. Levinthal 



majority of my readers will be as- 
tounded to know of this reluctance on 
my part. The whole matter seemed to 
be one in which action had to be taken, 
but in which discussion was impossible. 
An open agitation was reserved as a 
last recourse, only when my private 
advice was ignored or repudiated. 

When I had completed the book I 
asked my oldest and best friend to 
read the manuscript. In the midst of 
the reading he suddenly burst into 
tears. I found this natural enough, 
since he was a Jew ; I too had wept at 
times during the writing of it. But I 
was staggered when he gave me an en- 
tirely different reason for his tears. 
He thought I had gone off my head, 
and since he was my friend, he was 
touched to tears by my misfortune. 
He ran off without saying another 
word. After a sleepless night, he re- 
turned, and pressed me hard to leave 
the entire business alone, for everyone 
would take me for a lunatic. He was 
so excited that I promised him any- 
thing in order to soothe him. Then 
he besought me to ask Max Nordau 
whether this plan of mine could pos- 
sibly enter the mind of any man still 
capable of making calculations. "I 
shall not ask anybody", I said. "If 
this is the impression my ideas make 
on an educated and faithful friend, I 
shall give them up." 

It was thus that I went through my 
first crisis; the only comparison I 
could find for it is the plunging of a 
red-hot body into a basin of cold water. 
It is true, however, that if the body is 
iron, it becomes steel. 

My friend, of whom I have written 



above, had to cast up my expenses for 
telegraphic messages. When he hand- 
ed me the account, which was made up 
of a great number of items, I saw at 
a single glance that he had miscalcu- 
lated. I drew his attention to the 
error, and he added the total a second 
time; but it was only at the third or 
fourth attempt that his figures agreed 
wih mine. This litle incident returned 
to me my self-confidence. If it was 
a matter of calculation, I seemed to be 
capable of greater accuracy than he. 
My reason, then, had not left me en- 
tirely. 

On that day began my restlessness 
concerning the Jewish State. During 
the two years and more that have 
passed since then, I have lived through 
many sorrowful days, and I fear that 
other days, even more sorrowful, are 
still in reserve for me. In 1895 I be- 
gan to keep a diary, and by now four 
thick volumes are already filled. If I 
were to publish these volumes the 
world would be astounded at what ef- 
forts I had to put into this work to 
know who were the enemies of my 
plans, and who were the men that 
stood by me. 

But one thing I regard as certain, 
and place beyond the reach of all 
doubt: the movement will endure. I 
do not know when I shall die but Zion- 
ism will never die. -Since those days in 
Basle the Jewish people has a national 
representation once again ; as a result 
the Jewish State will once more rise in 
its own country. I am at present en- 
gaged on the task of creating the Bank, 
and I expect it to be at least as great 
a success as the Congress was. 



AN ANALYSIS 

(Continued from Page 4) 
German leather and leather goods 
exports dropped from 145,717,000 
marks in 1932 to 85,249,000 marks in 
1934, a decline of 41% while American 
leather and leather goods exports in- 
creased from $11,316,000 in 1932 to 
$12,017,000 in 1934, a gain of 6%. 

German paraffin, wax and wax pro- 
ducts exports fell from 29,792,000 
marks in 1932 to 20,909,000 marks in 
1934, a decline of 30% while Ameri- 
can exports of these commodities in- 
creased from $6,267,000 in 1932 to $7- 
833,000 in 1934, a gain of 25%. 

German paper and paper goods ex- 
ports dropped from 199,581,000 marks 
in 1932 to 132,632,000 marks in 1934, 
a decline of 34% while American ex- 
ports of these products increased from 



$6,258,000 in 1932 to $8,279,000 in 
1934, a gain of 32%. 

Exports of German steel mill pro- 
ducts, tubular products and wire fell 
from 259,569,000 marks in 1932 to 
202,495,000 marks in 1934, a fall of 
22% while American exports of these 
products increased from $14,338,000 
in 1932 to $31,776,000 in 1934, a gain 
of 122%. 

Exports of German precision instru- 
ments decreased from 59,314,000 
marks in 1932 to 41,519,000 marks in 
1934, a decline of 38% while exports 
of American precision instruments in- 
creased from $11,902,000 in 1932 to 
$19,715,000 in 1934, a gain of 66%. 

These figures represent only some 
of the leading commodities but the 
same trend is apparent in virtually 
every line. 



DIGNIFIED AND 
DISTINCTIVE SER- 
VICES AT HOME 
OR CHAPEL 



FLATBUSH MEMORIAL CHAPEL 
. . . WM. SHERMAN AND SONS 
FUNERAL DIRECTORS 



1283 CONEY ISLAND 
AVENUE . . . BROOK- 
LYN, NEW YORK . . . 

Phones: PUlaski 5-0167 
& Mldwood 8-3300 . . . 

Branch: 125 Varet St. 



Why Rely On Sweep- 
stakes For Quick 
Profits? 



Th ere are other and more reliable 
means. Install a 

SIMPLEX OIL BURNER 

for example, in place of your coal 
furnace. You don't gamble on re- 
sults. Next Fall, as sure as the leaves 
will fall, profits will come in. The 
savings will amaze you. 



Ask for Information and Estimates. 



SIMPLEX 

OIL BURNING SYSTEMS 



Everite Utilities Corporation 

Distributors 
256 FLATBUSH AVENUE EXTENSION 

Brooklyn, N. Y. Tel. CUmberland 6-2664-5 
N. A. Arvins, President 



[18] 



Brooklyn Jewish Center Review 



DR. LEVINTHAL'S BOOK, "JUDAISM", CONTINUES TO 

DRAW PRAISE 



Congratulations and commendatory 
messages are continuing to pour in up- 
on Rabbi Levinthal from far and wide, 
in praise of his recently published 
work, "Judaism— An Analysis and An 
Interpretation". 

Professor Joseph Klausner, Profes- 
sor of Hebrew Literature at the He- 
brew University in Jerusalem, writes: 
"I have found in its chapters 
splendid analyses of the content of 
Judaism, — of its past, its present and 
its future. I am convinced that a 
book such as this can serve a most 
useful purpose to make known to all 
who read English what Judaism real- 
ly is. There are a number of chap- 
ters which deserve to be translated 
into Hebrew." (Translated from the 
Hebrew.) 

Rev. Dr. H. Pereira Mendcs, of the 
Spanish Portuguese Synagogue in New 
York, writes: "It presents Judaism in 
a beautiful and inspiring way. . . . 
Your book is a remarkable and a won- 
derfully suggestive contribution to our 
literature. You bring the treasures of 
our Rabbinic wisdom to the ken, with- 
in reach of the multitude who know 
them not." 

The St. Louis (Mo.) Dispatch: 
"The book is a clear and scholarly an- 
alysis, in popular style, of the funda- 
mental concepts and teachings of Ju- 



daism. It affords a ' clearer under- 
standing for the Jew and a better 
knowledge and appreciation on the 
part of Gentiles of the truths for 
which the Jew has lived throughout 
the ages." 

HENRY SEINFEL TO BE HONORED AT 
DINNER MAY 23rd 

Mr. Henry Seinfel, first Vice Pres- 
ident of the Center, will be honored at 
a Testimonial Dinner ' and Dance at 
Greens Hotel, Pleasantdale, N. J. on 
Thursday evening, May 23rd. The 
dinner will mark the completion of 
forty years of affiliation with the 
John Hancock Life Insurance Co. 



LAG B'OMAR 
• 

DANCE AND 
ENTERTAINMENT 

Arranged under the auspices 
of the 

YOUNG FOLKS LEAGUE 

of the 

CENTER 

Tuesday Evening, May 21, 1935 
• 

ADMISSION FREE 
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MAY 26th 
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• 

Production under the personal 
supervision of 
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Staging and Music 
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ELI DANTZIG 

Popular Musical Director 

Admission 

Children — 25 Cents 

Adults 50 Cents 

GET YOUR TICKETS NOWI 
A ma'velous afternoon is !r. store 
for youi 



IN FAVOR OF SKULKING AND CRINGING 

(Continued from page 5) 



of the Nazi lash, often include the 
Jews in their protest activities. They 
were practically completely concerned 
with their own hurts. 

There appears to be nothing wrong, 
logically or humanely, with the in- 
dividual protests of various groups af- 
fected by persecution. Such individual 
protests, as may be seen from the 
above record, are natural. They are 
also useful, for each complaint is re- 
vealed in all its acute detail. Since all 
protests are against a common enemy 
that is the bond uniting all' parties, and 
that comprises the united front that 
Mr. Minsky and others like him de- 
mand. 

But the most objectionable feature 
of Mr. Minsky's article is his theory 
that "strategy" should have been used 
in organizing protests against the 
Nazis ; strategy that would even keep 
"Jewish organizations in the back- 
ground," and incite Christian groups 
to take the initiative. That is rather a 
despicable idea. Why strategy? Why 
underhand methods ? Why resort to a 
sneaking diplomacy to protest a fear- 
ful outrage? 

"Strategy" in this instance is repel- 
lant. 

As to bringing to public attention 
through protests the libels and lies 
against Jews, there is some merit in 
this argument. It is also true that the 
boycott has not ameliorated the condi- 
tion of the German Jews. 

But can the Jews cease their pro- 
tests because of this ? 

The boycott and protests are the 
Jews' only weapon. The Jews have no 
national government to fall back upon. 



Tragic as the situation may be in 
that false accusations are publicized 
and that the original sufferers are not 
saved from suffering, Jews can do 
nothing else but protest against out- 
rages wherever and whenever they oc- 
cur. That is in line with human dig- 
nity. 

This is not to say that the publiciz- 
ing of the Nazi libels has brought 
them credibility in this or other coun- 
tries. The publicizing of such allega- 
tions lays them open to public exam- 
ination as well as to public attention, 
and that is a good thing. 

Since Mr. Minsky condemns the 
prevailing method of Jewish protest, 
what does he recommend instead? 
This : 

". . . To bring about a greater 
solidarity of sentiment between the 
majority and minority, Gentile and 
Jew, would seem to be the better part 
of Jewish vision and valor in this 
country ... I am far from asserting 
that good-will activities and education 
will solve the Jewish problem or re- 
move anti - Semitism entirely. The 
problem is far too complicated and the 
disease too ancient and deep. But the 
immediate goal is to keep anti-Semit- 
ism down to the minimum, and es- 
pecially to prevent it from spreading. 
For this purpose the good-will stra- 
tegy, mutual understanding and ac- 
commodation, is superior to any 
other." 

For the sake of Jewish self-respect 
we may be thankful that advocates of 
such "strategy" are in the minority 
among us — a small minority, let us 
hope. 
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SCMMARYA LEVIN 
TRIBUNE OF HIS PEOPLE 

WORDS are powerless to ex- 
press the sorrow that fills 
Jewish hearts all over the 
world since learning the sad news of 
the death of that great and beloved 
leader, Dr. Schmarya Levin. 

Very few men in Jewish life of 
our generation have played the great 
and important role in reawakening the 
Jewish national consciousness that he 
was privileged to play. He was primar- 
ily the philosopher of the Jewish re- 
nascence ; and he had the rare gift of 
putting these philosophic concepts in 
such simple language that the humblest 
Jew could understand and appreciate 
their significance. His gifts as orator 
were unique. He could hold his aud- 
ience spellbound for hours by his bril- 
liance, his keen analytic powers, his 
imagery and above all, his sparkling 
wit. 

The writer regards it as one of his 
blessed privileges that he was able to 
visit him several times in his recent 
visit to Palestine. He found him bed- 
ridden, suffering from the attacks of 
that severe ailment which was the cause 
of his death. Yet even in these hours 
of pain, his lips poured forth words 
of unforgettable wisdom and brilliance. 
Between his attacks, he would write 
the chapters of what will undoubtedly 
be his immortal autobiography. Alas, 
that it could not be completed ! Those 
of us who read the volumes that have 
already appeared in English: "Child- 
hood in Exile" and "Youth in Revolt" 
know how much we shall miss the non- 
completion of that classic tale of a 
most fascinating life. 

For what he has achieved in the 
cause of Jewish rebirth, Schmarya 



Levin's name will be cherished by a 
grateful people throughout all the ages 
to come. 



A GERMAN AMERICAN 
CHALLENGES HITLERISM 
IN AMERICA 

ONE of the distresing factors 
of the Nazi outbreak is the fact 
that even here in America, 
where liberty and democracy are sup- 
posed to be lofty ideals of all its cit- 
izens, there are found thousands of 
Germans who openly flaunt American 
democracy by their espousal of the 
Nazi creed of hatred and brute force. 

It is therefore refreshing to note the 
work of a fine American of German 
descent, Eugene F. Grigat, a fellow 
Brooklynite, who is making it his life 
work to bring home to his fellow Ger- 
man-Americans the danger to the 
principles of Americanism that lie in 
an alliance with the Nazi propagan- 
dists. 

In a pamphlet entitled "Old Glory 
or Swastika", this true American gives 
a vivid picture of the scoundrels, in 
the pay of the Nazi murderers who 
are endeavoring, by playing on pass- 
ions and emotions, to lead the German- 
Americans away from American ideals 
of life. Like a prophet, he cries to his 
fellow German-Americans : "Ameri- 
cans of German descent and Germans 
in this country, Awake ! It is up to 
every one of us to crush that thousand- 
headed deadly menace, and destroy it 
once and for all. Do not permit that 
cancer to grow, do not treat it. Let 
us cut it out, root and all !" 

In this well-written booklet, he gives 
us a detailed account of the rise of the 
"Friends of New Germany'", of the 
work of its racketeer leaders, and how 



they prey upon the simple-minded 
members, eighty percent of whom arc 
arc not American citizens! 

In order to accomplish his task, he 
and a small group of like-minded Am- 
erican citizens of German birth or 
ancestry, have founded the "America 
First and Always Society". The Re- 
view is happy to greet this new organ- 
ization and to extend to it and its 
founder the sincerest wishes of all 
true Americans, and the hope that 
they may succeed in warding off Naz- 
ism in our beloved land, a movement 
which comprises one of the greatest 
menaces that ever threatened Ameri- 
can Democracv. 



A RECORD YEAR COMES 
TO A CLOSE 

THIS month marks the close of 
the season of most of the activi- 
ties in our Center. It is encour- 
aging to those who guide the work of 
our institution to note that though 
sixteen years have passed since our 
work began, this season witnessed the 
climax in nearly every field of our ac- 
tivities. The record congregations that 
crowded our synagogue every Friday 
night, the interest that our public 
forum maintains in our community, the 
fine achievements of all our schools, 
the enthusiastic response which our 
Institute of Jewish Studies for Adults 
has received, the success that has mark- 
ed the work of our other activities, in 
physical culture, in social and club life, 
should be a source of encouragement 
and pride to everyone who is inter- 
ested in the creation of a healthy Jew- 
ish life in our community. 

{Continued on Page IS) 
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The JEWISH POPULATION in GERMANY 

By H. S. LINFIELD 



A TOTAL of 504,000 Jews were 
enumerated in the Reich in the 
first census held under the Nazi 
regime, showing a loss of 64,000 
Jews since the census of 1925. Official 
data has now been issued bearing on 
the development of the Jewish com- 
munity in the Reich as at present con- 
stituted, including the Saar, since the 
census of 1816. The following para- 
graphs and statistical tables present a 
summary of the growth and recent de- 
cline of the Jewish community of the 
Reich, covering the past 120 years, or 
nearly the entire period since citizen- 
ship was granted to the German Jews. 

Beginning with the census of 1816, 
the Jewish population of Germany in- 
creased rapidly, due to a high rate of 
excess of births over deaths. In fact, 
the increase was proportionately larger 
than that of the total population up to 
the early 40's of the past century. The 
censuses of 1845 and 1852 showed a 
slowing down of the population's 
growth due in part to the large emi- 
gration of German Jews to the United 
States. The growth of the Jews con- 
tinued up to 1880. Between that date 
and 1925, due chiefly to a falling birth 
rate, the Jewish population continued 
to increase but the growth was small, 
and it was due in part to the immigra- 
tion of Jews from foreign countries. 
The Nazi census of 1933, as stated 
above, showed an actual decrease of 
the Jewish population of the Reich, 
for the first time. 

In the latter part of the past cen- 
tury, the official statistics just pub- 
lished show, the Jews of the Reich 
began to move, in large numbers, from 
the smaller towns to the large cities of 
100,000 or more, and the result of this 
internal migration was that over 70% 
of the Jews were enumerated in 1933, 
as residents of the large cities of the 
country. In 1871, there were )only 
20% in the cities of 100,000 or over; 
in 1890, 39% and in 1910, 58%. 

In 1871 the Jews of the country con- 
stituted 3.8% of the total population 
of the large cities of the Reich, and 
their percentage reached 4.1% 5n 1880. 
Since that date, partly due to the small 
increase of the Jewish population and 
partly due to the rapid growth of the 
large cities, the density of the Jewish 
population in the large cities gradually 



sank, until it was but 2.2% in 1925 
and only 1.8% in 1933. 

The Nazi census of 1933 showed, as 
stated above, a decrease of the Jewish 
population of 64,000 or 7% of the 
total number of Jews enumerated in 
1925. The German official explanation 
is that the decrease was due to "an ex- 
cess of deaths over births, conversions, 
and the emigration of Jews which took 
place following the new order of po- 
litical condition." Inasmuch as the 
unfavorable ratio of deaths to births 
and the phenomenon of conversion or 
intermarriage are not factors of recent 
origin, it is evident that decrease of the 
Jewish population must be due in the 
main to the expulsions and the flight 
of the Jews of Germany, described by 
the German statisticians as "the emi- 
gration of Jews," which followed the 
accession of Hitler to power. 

AN examination of the results of the 
Nazi census of 1933, shows that 
while the Jewish population is concen- 
trated in Berlin and a few others in 
large cities, small numbers of Jews are 
widely scattered all over the Reich, and 
there are still nearly 50 communities 
each one Having 1,000 Jews or more. 
With few exceptions, every Jewish 
community lost in numbers since the e- 
numeration of the 1925 census. But the 
decrease was greatest in the medium 
sized cities which as a group lost a 
quarter of their Jewish population, next 
came the small towns which lost a fifth, 
and finally the large cities, which as a 
group lost 9%. Within each group the 
extent of the depopulation varied great- 
ly. Thus, the Jewish community of 
Berlin lost 7% of its population since 
1925, but the city of Koenigsburg lost 
22%, while Bremen only 1%. The 
variation is due, the German statis- 
ticians point out, to the fact that the 
census of 1933 registered the results 
of two opposite movements of Jews: 
the immigration from small places to 
the large cities between 1925 and 1933, 
and the expulsions and flight of Jews 
to foreign countries during the first 
few months after the coming to power 
of the Nazi regime. These two move- 
ments varied with the communities. 

Has the Jewish population of the 
Reich increased or declined since the 
census of June 16, 1933? The Ger- 



man statisticians say that the "emigra- 
tion of Jews" due to the new order 
of things, has continued after the cen- 
sus of 1933, and the phenomenon of 
intermarriage, likewise, continued at 
least as far as 1933 is concerned. Jew- 
ish population of the Reich probably 
continues downward for the present. 

Population statistics of the Jews of 
the German Reich as at present consti- 
tuted, including the Saar, 1816 to 1933, 
follow : 

Date Total Population Jews Percentage 
1816 21,989,000 214,000 0.97 
1825 24,804,000 245,000 0.99 
1834 27,064,000 270,000 1.00 
1843 29,748,000 309,000 1.04 
1852 31,693,000 329,000 1.04 
1861 33,652,000 353,000 1.05 
1871 36,323,000 383,000- 1.05 
1880 40,218,000 437,000 1.09 
1890 44,230,000 465,000 1.05 
1900 50,626,000 497,000 -0.98 
1910 58,451,000 539,000 0.92 
1925 63,181,000 568,000 0.90 
1933 66,044,000 504,000 0.76 

Population statistics of the Jews of 
the large cities of Germany, census of 
1933. 

Total Loss of Jews since 



City 


Population 


Jews 


1925 


Berlin 


4,242,000 


160,560 


12,110 


Hamburg 


1,129,310 


16,885 


2,910 


Cologne 


756,600 


14,820 


1,280 


Munich 


735,390 


9,000 


1,070 


Leipzig 


713,470 


1 1 ,560 


1.030 


Essen 


654,460 


4,510 




Dresden 


642,140 


4,400 


720 


Breslau 


625,200 


20,200 


3,250 


Frankfort 


555,860 


26,160 


3,500 


Dortmund 


540,870 


4,110 


320 


Duesseldorf 


498,600 


5,050 


150 


Hanover 


443,920 


4,840 


680 


Duisbg-Hamb. 


440,420 


2,560 


350 


Stuttgart 


415,030 


4,490 


90 


Nueremberg 


410,440 


7,500 


1,100 


Wuppertal 


408,600 


2,470 


630 


Chemnitz 


350,730 


2,390 


410 


Gelsen Kirchen 


332,540 


1,620 


100 


Bremen 


323,330 


1,310 


10 


Koenigsberg 


315,790 


3,170 


390 


Bochum 


314,550 


1,070 


230 


Magdeburg 


306,890 


1,970 


390 


Manheim 


275,160 


6,400 


570 


Stettin . 


270,750 


2,360 


250 


Altona 


241,790 


2,010 


640 


Kiel 


218,330 


520 


80 


Halle 


209,170 


1,090 


150 


Oberhausen 


192,340 


530 


160 


Augsburg 


176,370 


1,030 


170 


Kassel 


175,180 


2,300 


450 


Krefeld-Uendingen 


165,300 


1,480 


220 


Aachen 


162,770 


1,340 


80 


Wiesbaden 


159,750 


2,710 


750 


Braunschweig 


156,840 


680 


260 


Karlsruhe 


1 54,900 


3,120 


270 


Hagen 


148,310 


510 


130 


Erfurt 


144,880 


800 


10 


Mainz 


142,630 


2,610 


130 
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TO GO TO PALESTINE 

By MORDECAI HALEVI 



NEVER before has our little land 
aroused such intense interest as 
it does now. To the Jewish 
world, Palestine presents a "treasure 
island", because of its prosperity in 
the midst of a turbulent sea of econom- 
ic disorder. To the Jewish people, suf- 
fering as it does doubly from the eco- 
nomic distress and political abuses and 
social bigotry, to them Eretz Israel 
looms forth as the only practical haven 
of refuge. It is small wonder, then, 
to find almost every East European 
Jew, and nearly every other Jew in 
other countries, thinking of Eretz Is- 
rael in terms of personal interest. 

To go, or not go there? When and 
how to go? Will I be able to make 
a living there? Will I find satisfac- 
tion socially? Will my children ac- 
climatize themselves easily? Is there 
a future for them ? etc. etc. Much has 
been written about modern Palestine, 
but in spite of that, the individual Jew 
knows little about it. He either knows 
nothing at all and plunges blindly into 
the whirlwind of Eretz Israel life, or 
he goes there bewildered by a nebu- 
lous idealistic impulse. In both cases 
the results are negative and deplorable. 
It is, of course, always best to visit the 
country, to look around, and then de- 
cide for oneself. But even this is not 
always a safeguard, for there is a tre- 
mendous difference between a tourist 
and a settler, in the way they see things 
and evaluate them. Evaluation of facts, 
even of clear-cut operations, is not 
merely a matter of logic and calcu- 
lation, but it is inherently bound by 
psychological motives. Hence there 
are the most varied opinions among 
tourists, depending, for example, upon 
whether their visit to Eretz Israel was 
during the summer, or during the win- 
ter season ; whether they found good 
accomodations and service in hotels or 
otherwise. And surely one's previous 
interest in the land and the knowledge 
of Hebrew has a good deal to do with 
it. I wish, therefore, to contribute 
some information in my capacity of 
a would-be settler, as one who has 
been long intimately associated with 
Eretz Israel through bonds fashioned 
in early life, through study, friend- 
ship and cultural as well as national 
relationships. 

Eretz Israel offers at least two points 
which seem quite familiar to Ameri- 



cans; they are: prosperity and immi- 
gration. 

Immigration to Eretz Israel bears 
here a specific connotation, "Aliyah" 
but in its essence it is that continuous 
rush of new-comers, capitalists as well 
as Chalutzim, which remind us of the 
good old days of not long ago when 
any incoming ship would bring hun- 
dreds of immigrants to the American 
shores. Prosperity and Aliyah are in 
Eretz Israel, coinciding and interde- 
pendent. An incident will serve to il- 
uminate this statement. During his 
stay in Eretz Israel, at the time of the 
opening of the Hebrew 1 diversity, 
Lord Balfour asked Nahum Sokolow: 
"How does Tel Aviv exist?" To this 
the aged Zionist leader, in true Jewish 
manner, counter-questioned : "And 
pray, how does London exist?" Bal- 
four was amazed: "What a compari- 
son!" he said, "London has a hinter- 
land, England !" "And so has Tel 
Aviv a hinterland — Jewry !" was So- 
kolow's reply. Indeed, world Jewry in 
its flight from persecutions, especially 
the streams of immigration from Po- 
land and Germany, are meanwhile the 
main source of the Eretz Israel pros- 
perity. 

New-comers need dwellings}, they 
open various branches of industry, and 
this in turn requires land, materials, 
and labor. Pessimists see this activity 
coming to end with the slowing down 
of immigration, but to our sorrow, nei- 
ther Hitler nor the many minor Ha- 
mans of the world ever seem to relent, 
and therefore the hinterland of Eretz 
Israel will not weaken for a long time 
to come. 

THE continuous economic well-being 
of the country depends upon many 
other factors, such as the acquisition of 
new markets for the new industrial en- 
terprises, and the international tariff 
regulations for the benefit of Eretz 
Israel. The former is linked closely 
with the problem of Jew- Arab relation- 
ships, a peaceful and satisfactory solu- 
tion of which could open a new and 
tremendous hinterland for the Eretz 
Israel products. The latter depends 
more upon the legal status of Pales- 
tine as a mandate land, which offers 
many rights to others and gets few in 
return. 

Many phases of life in Eretz Israel 
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OR NOT? 



are strikingly different from Jewish 
life in other lands. One gets an abso- 
lute feeling that Jews are at home here. 

TEL AVIV is the first Jewish city 
in our history of the last two thous- 
and years. It is rapidly growing, per- 
haps too rapidly, not always according 
to plan, but rather in proportion to the 
strength of the enemy's whip. It is 
Jewish, however, through and through. 
There are corners here which remind 
one of Broadway, a miniature white 
way and theatre district. Others re- 
call Coney Island. Yet, you are not 
aroused to derision. On the contrary, 
you are overwhelmed by a feeling that 
all this is your own. Even in Haifa, 
the mixed city with a preponderance 
of Arabs, or in Hodar, or Mt. Carmel, 
that feeling of self permeates you. But 
perhaps more even than in the city does 
a trip through the country give you 
this beneficent feeling. You leave Tel 
Aviv towards the north of Eretz Is- 
rael and the road leads you for miles 
through villages and settlements that 
are almost entirely Jewish. There is 
Ramath Gan and Bnei Brak (do you 
remember the name from the Passover 
Hagada?) and Petach Tikvah and 
Mollal, Ranona and Herzliah (the last 
two of American origin), and about 
three or four times as many more in- 
between. This is the famous Sharon 
valley, the lily of which has found its 
poet in the author of Song of Songs. 
A little farther you strike another doz- 
en of Yishuvim, ending with Natani- 
jah (after Nathan Straus), the future 
Atlantic city of the Mediterranean. 
Right ahead of it is the recently ac- 
quired property of the Jewish Na- 
tional Fund, Ernes Chefer, with its 
dozen and a half of new settlements 
headed by Avichail, the colony of the 
American Jewish Legionaires. Still 
farther on you enter Samaria, the for- 
mer seat of the powerful tribe of Ep- 
hraim. You find Chedera, beautiful 
because of its half a million trees 
which atone for the numerous victims 
of malaria among the early settlers. 
There is Zichron Yakob, Binyamina 
and Pardes Hona, all belonging to the 
domain of Pica, the organization foun- 
ded by Rothschild and bearing the 
names of the members of that family. 
I could mention, too, many other 
{Continued on next Page) 
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groups of colonies, such as the Judean, 
with Rishon and Richabotti, or the 
Lower and Upper Gallillees, or the 
recently acquired Valley of Akko, or 
Valley of Zebulin, the property of the 
Jewish National Fund. But I hasten 
to call your attention to only one more 
place, a truly gigantic feat of the Jew- 
ish National Fund, and the most ma- 
jestic in its beauty. I refer to the 
Emek, or Emek Israel, the Valley of 
Jesreel. 

"See Naples and die", is an old say- 
ing, but one who beholds the Emek is 
pervaded by a beauty and sense of 
vigor and life that calls for a similar 
slogan. From Haifa to Beth Jhon, 
from the Carmel to the mountains of 
Gilboa (where King Saul laid down in 
honor of his heroic head), amidst the 
splendor of green fields, lie some 
four dozen of blooming settlements of 
Chalutzim. Only about ten years ago 
the air here was foul and death-pro- 
moting. This is surely one of the 
miracles of Eretz Israel, brought about 
by the relentless labor and idealism of 
the Chaluzim. 

The settlements previously mention- 
ed are indeed Jewish by possession, i.e. 
ownership, but not all are truly Jew- 
ish by the only thing which could give 
them the right to ownership, labor. In 
Petach Tikvah, for instance, you find 
actually thousands of Arabs as! against 
hundreds of Jewish workers, and the 
same condition prevails in Chedera and 
Zichran and many other places. Not 
so, however, in Emek. This place was 
made what it is, and will remain the 
pride of Eretz Israel, because it is the 
product of Jewish efforts in all re- 
spects, of capital, mind and labor. 

ANOTHER significant and very 
striking point in the life of Eretz 
Israel is the youthful character of 
its population. This is undoubtedly 
due in the main to the controlling 
hand of the Jewish Agency, which 
distributes certificates of entry. The 
fact remains, however, that youth _ is 
the chief component of the Jewish 
population. And with youth goes 
strength, hope and song. Song and 
dance. You hear singing and see 
dancing everywhere and always ; in the 
trains and on the stations, in the street 
and in the homes, in cafes and meeting 
rooms, on holidays and weekdays. A 
new song created somewhere in a dis- 
tant colony or on a stage in Tel Aviv, 
is soon carried from mouth to ear 
throughout the land by means of the 
many festivities, kinussim (conven- 
tions) and gatherings, which seem 



never to end here. Here is a casual 
list of such events taken at random, 
which occurred within the relatively 
short period of three months: The 
Congress of WIZO, the women Zion- 
ist Organization of the World ; the ses- 
sion of the committee of the World 
Zionist Organization, the first in Tel 
Aviv, the other in Jerusalem ; the Mac- 
cabbiada, i. e. Jewish Olympiada, held 
in Tel Aviv and Haifa, Kinun Hopoel 
labor sport organization, held in Tel 
Aviv, Convention of Labor Organi- 
zation, held in Chedera, Revisionist 
Convention held in Tel Aviv, Women 
Workers Day Celebration of the Noar 
Aved, labor youth, Bar Mitzvah cele- 
bration of the Emek in Harod and 
Nohalal, the day of Tel Chai Memor- 
ial, in honor of Trumpeldor and his 
comrades held at their grave in 
Northern Gallillel, the Rambam Cele- 
brations in Jerusalem and Tiberias, 
Culture days and Exhibition in mem- 
ory of Bialik. 

At first you marvel at this phenome- 
non of uncontrolled joy. You may 
even feel hurt and peevish at times 
when you think of the Jewish situation 



"Maimonides — A Biography, by Sol- 
omon Zeitlin, Ph. D., New York, 
1935, Bloch Publishing Co. 

THE recent celebration of the octo- 
centenary of the birth of Moses 
Maimonides has created great in- 
terest on the part of Jews and non- 
Jews throughout the world in the life 
and works of this greatest Rabbi since 
Talmudic days. Unfortunately, this 
interest spent itself, in large measure, 
in meetings and lectures instead of pro- 
ducing scholarly contributions of last- 
ing value. 

A notable exception, however, is the 
fine biography that has recently appear- 
ed, written by a recognized Rabbinic 
scholar, Professor Solomon Zeitlin, of 
the Dropsie College, Philadelphia. This 
volume has the unique advantage of 
being lucid and scholarly in the truest 
sense of the word, and yet written 
in a very popular fashion, so that even 
the layman can enjoy its pages. Prof- 
essor Zeitlin gives a vivid picture of 
the times in which Maimonides lived, 
a fine characterization of Maimonides, 
— the man, the leader, the physician, the 
philosopher and the rabbi, as well as 
a clear and succint summary of his 



in Germany and Poland. But soon 
enough you forget these sad reminders 
and join in most heartily, for nothing 
is so contagious as youth and its pure 
joy of living. One little scene looms 
in my memory. Walking on the 
streets of Tel Aviv on Purim night I 
approached a Jew with some simple in- 
quiry. Immediately he began telling 
me of his gratitude for being here. 
"Just think", he said, "of my last 
Purim in Piresk, how dreary and 
gloomy it was, and how almost mean- 
ingless was the Megilla. How differ- 
ent it sounds here! I am happy, hap- 
py!" This man was no exception, but 
rather the rule. Most of those who 
came here left places of bitter oppres- 
sion and actual starvation. Here they 
found work, life, even comforts, and 
above all, freedom. Why not sing and 
dance, when one's whole being calls for 
it. This joy does not spell forgetful- 
ness and surely not estrangement. On 
the contrary, nearly in all kwubyoth 
and moshavin the Chalutzim are al- 
ready bringing their aged parents here 
and offering them the benefit and so- 
lace of a restful and benign old age. 



great works, notiably the "Mishneh 
Torah" and the "Moreh Nevuchim", 
or "Guide to the Perplexed". 

The author develops certain striking 
and original theories. For instance, 
he endeavors to prove that Maimon- 
ides expected the early return of the 
Jews to Palestine and that the motive 
that prompted him to write the "Mish- 
neh Torah" was that it might serve as 
the Constitution for this revived Jew- 
ish nation in its new homeland. 

The book is heartily recommended 

to all who desire to have a better 

knowledge and appreciation of the 

great achievements of this second 

Moses — Moses Maimonides. 

* * * 

"Cain"— a Yiddish poetic Translation 
of Lord Byron's mystery, by Dr. 
A. Asen, Wilna 1931. 

"Enoch Arden" — a Yiddish poetic 
translation of Tennyson's original 
by Dr. A. Asen, New York 1930. 

Twenty-five Poems by Walt Whitman 
— translated into Yiddish, by Dr. 
A. Asen, New York 1933. 

IT is most difficult to translate any 
work into another language, but 
this difficulty becomes almost insur- 
(Continned on Page 18) 
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FROM THE LIFE OF A GREAT MAN 

REMINISCENCES OF SCHMARYA LEVIN 



\ \ ■■■ WO things it's never too late 
to do : to die and to become a 
I teacher in a cheder." Only 
the Jew who has known the old life 
can understand the bitterness of that 
proverb, for to become a teacher in a 
cheder was the last resort of every 
failure. If a young husband who, ac- 
cording to the ancient custom, had been 
living with his in-laws while he studied 
the Sacred Books, suddenly found 
himself compelled to earn a living: if 
a merchant met disaster and was 
thrown on the street : if a decent pater- 
familias saw his house burn down, and 
found himself without roof over his 
head — the first thing he would turn 
to, till fortune changed, would be the 
job of mclamed, the teacher in the 
cheder. It was one of the most melan- 
choly phenomena in our Jewish life 
of the last century, for it shows clearly 
how low the concept of child education 
had fallen among us. Parents sent 
their children to cheder in obedience to 
tradition, but they paid little attention 
to the accomplishmnts or character of 
the me lamed. 

There were three kinds of teachers : 
the first taught the child simply to read 
Hebrew : the second taught the ele- 
ments of the Five Books of Moses and 
the remainder of the Bible — for with 
us the Pentateuch occupies a place of 
special sanctity : it is the first thing 
taught the child, and it looms largest 
in our religious life. The third teacher 
taught Talmud. Children passed 
through the three grades of mclamdim 
(teachers), according to age. But it 
was very, very seldom that the mel- 
amdim passed anything like the nec- 
essary qualifications. The tender 
hopes of a coming generation fell into 
hands which were frequently ill-chosen, 
and sometimes downright dangerous. 

It should be remembered that the 
mclamed was not merely a teacher in 
the technical sense, but also a mentor 
and trainer and complete educator. The 
majority of Jewish homes were wretch- 
edly poor. The father was away from 
home from early morning till late at 
night. Either he had a regular occu- 
pation, and toiled at it twelve and four- 
teen and sixteen hours a day, or else he 
was a Luftmcnsch, living from hand to 
mouth, a petty merchant, broker, com- 
missionman all rolled into one, run- 
ning from client to client, from shop 



to shop, like a wild animal hunting for 
a bite of food. But not the father a- 
lone was thus enslaved. The mother 
too had her share of it. With few ex- 
ceptions the Jewish mother not only 
kept her house going, but went out 
too, took in washing, labored in the 
gardens of others. She found work as 
a berry-gatherer : she went looking for 
feathers in the meadows where geese 
were fed, or plucked the feathers of 
slaughtered fowl to stuff cushions — 
the last occupation which was reserved 
for the late night, when the little ones 
were asleep, and the one lamp was 
trimmed and turned down very low. 
This was the lot of the average house- 
wife. Still worse was the lot of the 
shopkeeper, chained to her store from 
the earliest hour of dawn till late into 
the night : perspiring in the choking 
heat of summer, or shivering in the bit- 
ter winter cold over the little earthen 
stove. So poverty stood with lifted 
whip over Jewish parents, driving them 
in a blind circle all day, and separating 
them from their children. 

And children were never lacking. 
They came in droves. Every house 
was a pyramid, with father and mother 
as foundation and the little ones build- 
ing it up to the apex. Girls were not 
so bad ; they were quieter at play and 
more obedient. But when it came to 
boys, there was only one salvation for 
the parents ; to turn them over, for the 
length of the whole day, into the hands 
of a severe melamed. And thus the 
the entire point of the cheder was lost ; 
it might have served as a salvation for 
the child from the wretched environ- 
ment of its home. Its actual purpose 
was to save poor parents from their 
own children. Thus the mclamed be- 
came the lord and master of the Jew- 
ish child, and the cheder, the narrow 
one-roomed school, lightless, unclean, 
laid its stamp upon the Jewish child 
and brought ruin and misery to its 
tenderest years. In my time the Jew- 
ish cheder was already an institution 
rotten in every corner. From a folk- 
school it had become transformed into 
a sort of reformatory, in which every 
inmate was regarded as a young crim- 
inal. Only the very few, the chosen 
ones of fortune, escaped from those 
years of oppression more or less un- 
harmed, with minds and bodies un- 
ruined. 



I was one of those happy few. But 
it was only in later years that I under- 
stood how fearful had been the danger 
from which I had escaped, and to 
whom I owed gratitude for the es- 
cape. 

* * * 

A picture rises in my mind; the 
Rav is sitting with me at table, 
directing my studies ; the door to the 
adjoining room stands open, and there 
my mother sits with the Rav's wife. 
A woman enters, carrying a chicken, 
or a pot ; she has come to find out 
whether something or other has not 
made the chicken, or the pot "unclean". 
The Rav turns to me, and gives me the 
honor of rendering the decision. I be- 
come grave, and play to perfection the 
role of Rav's assistant. My mother 
cannot take her eyes off me. Why 
should she think of what may come 
later ? Is she not in Paradise already ? 

But amidst all this I was not happy. 
Neither the Yoreh Deoh nor the Tal- 
mud, nor yet the prospect of answer- 
ing ritualistic questions on the purity 
of pots and chickens, excited me any 
longer. Before me, as in a vision, I 
saw the modern prophet, Perez Smol- 
enskin, and I heard his call to battle. 
I did not know what Smolenskin look- 
ed like, but I pictured him in the midst 
of a gathering army of followers, 
sending out over the increasing ranks 
the fiery message of the last war for 
liberation. 

* * * 

ONE meeting, well worth a des- 
cription, was held soon after the 
Kattowitz conference and western 
Jews, representatives of thirty-five in- 
dependent Chibath Zion groups, met to 
organize for common action. They 
founded, at Kattowitz, an organization 
under the extraordinary name of 
"Foundation of the Moses Montefiore 
Memorial in the Holy Land". This 
name was chosen for reasons of policy. 
It was dangerous to found a political 
organization ; the movement therefore 
hid itself behind the name of Moses 
Montefiore, who was known even in 
Russia as a great philanthropist. The 
new organization was thus purely 
philanthropic. As a matter of fact, the 
Kattowitz conference laid the found- 
ations of a world-wide Jewish national- 
ist organization, under the leadership 
(Continued on next Page) 
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of Dr. Leon Pinsker, whose famous 
pamphlet, Auto-Emancipation, had ap- 
peared in 1882 in the German langu- 
age, and had produced a profound im- 
pression on the educated classes among 
the Jews. 

We, the students of Minsk, had de- 
cided to celehrate the Kattowitz con- 
ference on a grand scale. To this end 
we managed to ohtain permission from 
the Brothers Frumkin for the use of 
their brewery, which stood on Triune 
Hill. We Jews had given our own 
name to this hill ; we called it the Tur- 
etzky (Turkish) Hill, so as to avoid 
the allusion to the Trinity and to the 
church of that name which topped the 
hill. 

The arrangements occupied weeks. 
The Brewery, which could seat over 
one thousand persons was closely 
packed. Among the speakers, the two 
ablest representatives of the youth 
were chosen, Saul Ginsberg and my- 
self. I no longer remember whether 
the incident I am about to describe 
took place before my speech, or after 
it, or in the midst of it. But I do 
remember that the meeting had reached 
its highest point, the faces of the aud- 
ience shone with enthusiasm, and the 
atmosphere was tense. Suddenly, and 
without any warning, the lamps began 
to go out, and a tumult rose in the hall. 
The police had arrived. Ginsberg and 
I were in the greatest clanger, for we 
wore our easily distinguishable stu- 
dent uniforms, and the punishment for 
our participation in the meeting would 
have been expulsion from the school. 
In the darkness we were seized by 
strong hands and thrust toward a door 
that led into the hop-cellar of the 
brewery. No steps led downward from 
the door, which was swiftly closed be- 
hind us. There was only a rung- 
ladder which stopped abruptly half- 
way. We hung on to the last rung of 
the ladder for an hour or so, and our 
strength began to give out. Finally, 
having got rid of the police one way 
or another, our comrades remem- 
bered us. They opened the door and 
brought lights. We then perceived that 
we had been hanging with our feet 
a couple of inches from the floor. 
* * * 

HEINE says somewhere that he who 
loves for the first time is a god, 
he who loves for the second time is 
a fool. The bitter wit of the remark 
hides the taste of the deeper truth 
which it carries. It is a rare thing in 
life for a man to be content with lov- 
ing once : hence the proportion of gods 



to fools is minute — for every god a 
host of fools. But we should note that 
our first love is not a matter of chron- 
ology. Life does not proceed chron- 
ologically: events of different psycho- 
logical epochs occur in the same time- 
stratum. Sometimes a man will antici- 
pate himself. When one of Chekhov's 
characters says that his first love-affair 
came second, he is speaking chrono- 
logical but not psychological nonsense. 
Indeed, his first love-affair might have 
come third or fourth or fifth. The 
only question is: How shall we recog- 
nize love, in what shading and degree 
of strength ? What are its unmistak- 
able marks ? 

There is an old Jewish legend that 
forty clays before a boy or girl is born, 
a Voice is heard in heaven, crying: 
"This man belongs to that woman, 
this woman to that man." The souls 
are paired off, every Adam to every 
Eve. Maeterlinck has expressed the 
same idea. He describes a charming 
little Eve who wanders about in hea- 



But while pleased with the success 
of the past year, we dare not be satis- 
fied, but must endeavor to grow yet 
more and to achieve even more pro- 
gress in the year to come. New plans 
are now being developed for increased 
and improved activity. Our aim and 
motto still is and must ever remain: 
Media' yil el Chayil — "From strength 
to strength". 

The Review wishes all members a 
very pleasant vacation and earnestly 
hopes that we may all return with 
added health, strength and determi- 
nation to work in behalf of our faith 
and our people ! 



A WORK THAT DESERVES 
ENCOURAGEMENT 

THE recent celebration of the eight 
hundredth anniversary of the birth 
of Moses Maimonides brought to 
our attention once more the unique 
significance of his master creation in 
the field of philosophy, the "Moreh 
Nebuchim," or "Guide to the Per- 
plexed." 

A great scholar of our own time, 
Dr. Judah Kaufman, now in Palestine, 



ven. When she is asked how old she 
is, she answers : " I have yet to be 
born." In other words, she is minus 
so many years of age. But her Adam 
is now being horn, is being let down 
onto the earth, and little Eve clings 
to him, for before her birth she be- 
longs to him. She is separated from 
him by force, and he goes down alone. 
Such is the decree. Adam and Eve 
must he separated, and must find each 
other again. 

It is a beautiful interpretation of 
the A clam and Eve problem : but the 
great question remains unanswered. 
By what signs shall Eve recognize her 
Adam, Adam his Eve? Neither the 
antique nor the modern artist makes 
reply. Science is as silent on this point 
as intuition. Probably to the end of 
all time every man and woman will 
have to make answer according to an 
obscure personal impulse. . And few 
ever know whether the impulse led 
them to the truth. 



has for a number of years been work- 
ing on a new edition of this monumen- 
tal work, a task in which he was great- 
ly encouraged by the sainted Bialik 
and other distinguished leaders. The 
first two volumes of this new work has 
already appeared, and two additional 
volumes are to he published during the 
year to complete the set. 

The work is unique in many re- 
spects. First, the Hebrew text is not 
only improved but vocalized, with 
Nekitdot, so that it is more easily read. 
Then again Dr. Kaufman gives us out 
of the rich storehouse of his own 
knowledge of Hebrew and Arabic 
philosophy, remarkably fine notes — 
practically to each sentence in the text 
— in which he makes clear the mean- 
ing and interpretations of the original 
text. 

The work in four volumes sells for 
ten dollars, and while this sum may 
seem large, it is quite reasonable when 
one considers the tremendous outlay 
involved. This is a set of books one 
should treasure. It is hoped that a 
number of our readers will encourage 
such worth-while scholarship, and thus 
help to celebrate the "Maimonides" oc- 
tocentenary in true Jewish fashion. 

— Israel H. Levinthal 
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THE SECOND WORLD MACCABI GAMES 



IT is somewhat unfortunate that the 
world-wide Maccabi Olympic games 
conducted recently in Tel-Aviv, Pa- 
lestine, were only the second of this 
series, for they must thus bear the 
empty glory of being superior to any 
other simply because there was but one 
other gathering, that of 1932. That 
initial event had encountered all of the 
obstacles of a first venture and in ad- 
dition had to compete with the world 
Olympic held in Los Angeles. 

Two factors, one, paradoxically, an 
unfortunate one, made the event an 
outstanding success. The regrettable 
factor was the Hitler regime, which, 
awakening as it did the full power of 
Jewish consciousness, brought out the 
best representation of athletic prowess, 
at least from the United States. 

The other was the chronogical fac- 
tor. Being held every three years, con- 
flict with the regular Olympics was 
avoided. Thus Jewish athletes who 
strained every muscle (like Sol Furth 
and Lillian Copeland) three years ago 
to gain a coveted place on the U. S. 
team, readily joined the Maccabi forces 
of this country. 

The founding of the Maccabi games 
marks an epoch in Jewish annals ; it is 
significant, for one thing, of interna- 
tional co-operation among the Jewish 
sports leaders scattered the world over, 
perhaps for the first time since the 
days of the twelve tribes, and, because 
it signalizes the emergence of the Jew 
to a position more commensurate with 
his Samson-Bar Kochva traditions 
of strength and skill. 

It was under the aegis of Dr. Her- 
man Lelewer, German president of the 
World Maccabi Union, that forty years 
of hopes and plans were brought to 
fruition in 1929. It was then that the 
Union laid the groundwork for the 
first games to be held three years later, 
and the machinery was accordingly set 
up to provide for a proper setting. 

Excellent grounds were available in 
Tel-Aviv, where the Levant Fair is 
held every few years. The rolling 
acres, the permanent buildings that 
could be used for headquarters for the 
thousands of athletes, and a magnifi- 
cent stadium, comfortably seating 40,- 
000 individuals, were at the disposal of 



By PAUL G. GOLDBERG 

the committee, following a 99-year 
grant made by government officials. 

The games, however, could not be 
staged entirely at the fair grounds. The 
400-meter track and the huge bowl 
from whose heights men, women and 
children in numbers of 50,000 looked 
down with patriotic fervor and pride 
on the first and last days of the com- 
petition, accomodated most of the ath- 
letes, but minor sports such as tennis 
and swimming had to be transferred 
to other areas. The problem was fi- 
nally solved by holding the racquet 
events in Tel-Aviv proper and the tank 
events in an Olympic 50-meter pool in 
Haifa, some 100 miles away. 

IN retrospect, aside from the point- 
score outcome of the games, there is 
one significant point to note. To get 
the financial support of rich Jewish 
Americans is a formidable problem. 
Perhaps the omnipotent depression ex- 
ercised its all too malignant influence 
when the well-to-do were asloed to 
subscribe funds to send the American 
delegation of a dozen-odd across. At 
any rate the fact is that even up to the 
night prior to the scheduled sailing on 
the Conte di Savoia, there was still a 
doubt as to whether the American team 
would be able to leave. A last-minute 
appeal, however, brought forth several 
thousand dollars and Captain David 
White was aj)le to notify his seventeen 
athletes, gathered from the Mid-West 
as well as the East, that the crossing 
of the Atlantic as well as the Jordan 
would be made. 

Despite all its trials and tribulations 
the small and hardy contingent bearing 
the Stars and Stripes and the Star of 
David was able to distinguish itself 
magnificently. Outnumbered by the 
squads representing European nations, 
the American Maccabis came within 
39 points of winning the all-sport 
championship, and might have, with 
the aid of one extra track sprinter or 
quarter-miler, won even that honor. 

But they did not return empty- 
handed : they carried off the track and 
field championship for the second 
time and in addition garnered three 
team prizes donated by the Manische- 
witz Foundation, the Maccabi World 
Union and the British High Commis- 
sioner, twelve individual track and field 
titles and four swimming banners. 



Two of the athletes, Marty Feiden 
and Bill Steiner, both of New York, 
winners of the high-jump (in 1932) 
and marathon, respectively, were so 
imbued with Jewish idealism and zeal 
that they remained behind with inten- 
tions of marrying and settling in Pa- 
lestine. Miss Syd Koff, sprinter, also 
dallied there for a while. 

The others received a grand recep- 
tion upon their return. Led by Harry 
Hoffman, captain, the contingent con- 
sisting of Lillian Copeland, Interna- 
tional Olympic and Jewish Olympic 
discus throw champion, Janice Lifson 
and Doris Keilman, swimmers, Abe 
Rosenkrantz, middle-distance runner, 
Jimmy Sandler, high-jumper, Jules 
Finkelstein, weight-thrower, George 
Sheinberg, swimmer, Harry Werbin, 
long-distance runner, Charles Coates, 
carrier, Bernard Kaplan, boxer, Mar- 
tin Weintraub, wrestler, and Solly 
Hornstein, all-around man, were 
hailed by Aldermanic President 
Deutsch and prominent Jews. 

It should be noted in passing, that 
Austria won the all-sport title, and 
that Germany was second. 

EXACTLY to what heights the Jews 
can rise was amply illustrated in the 
personnel of the German and Austrian 
contingents. Amazingly, to say the 
least, in this day of Fascist oppression, 
the Jews in Germany were able to mus- 
ter a squad of 250 athletes. (Compared 
with the 17 Americans, the enormous 
disparity is readily apparent.) But 
that is due more to the steps Germans 
have taken towards insuring partici- 
pation in the games, for it is traditional 
with them that with the close of one 
Olympiad the athletes begin hoarding 
their pennies for the next meet, so 
that a group of 250 athletes means not 
that the German Maccabi Union and 
the Jewish War Veterans (the lone 
non-Aryan bodies recognized and given 
some freedom in Germany), were able 
financially to support the team, but 
that the youths themselves undertook 
to pay their way. 

In America the problem of sending 
seventeen athletes (at approximately 
$350 per individual) was distracting 
enough to set the Maccabi officials here 
to worrying over the prospective mon- 
etary difficulties of 1938. 
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THE CRITIC OF THE LONDON JEWISH WORLD, 
T. H. G., APPRAISES DR. LEVINTHAL'S BOOK ON 

JUDAISM 



The following review of Dr. Levitt' 
that's book, "Judaism," was published 
in the London Jewish World. 

i 

THERE is a common impression 
abroad nowadays that Judaism is 
obsolete and out of keeping with 
modern ideas and the present form of 
civilization. 

The results of this impression are 
two-fold. On the one hand, we have 
the extremists who simply give up Ju- 
daism altogether, withdrawing them- 
selves from the Jewish community and 
its interests, and openly and unfeign- 
ingly repudiating its teachings. On the 
other hand, we have the "accommoda- 
tionists" who strive to create a harmo- 
ny between the traditional doctrines of 
Judaism and the essential elements of 
the modern outlook. This last trend 
is represented most fully in the Reform 
movement, which seeks to graft upon 
the forms prescribed by tradition a 
content born of the modern world. 

There is, however, a third way. It 
may be possible to show that the ap- 
parent disparity between Judaism and 
the modern world is due entirely to a 
misunderstanding and that, in point of 
fact, it has within it all the ingredients 
of progressive development. 

This is the line adopted by Dr. Israel 
H. Levinthal in this most able and ad- 
mirable volume. . Dr. Levinthal at- 
tempts to show (and the attempt suc- 
ceeds triumphantly), that Judaism, 
when rightly understood, includes with- 
in it all the trends of the modern out- 
look. The apparent disparity is due 
only to the initial error of distorting 
Judaism and of identifying one partic- 
ular past stage of it with its essentially 
fluid spirit. 

Dr. Levinthal's opening chapter 
gives the key to his whole volume. He 
insists that Judaism is not purely a 
religion, but rather what may be de- 
scribed as the cultural continuum of 
the Jewish people. 

"The word Judaism is not synony- 
mous with 'Jewish religion.' Judaism 
is something more ; it is the sum total 
of the product of the Jewish conscious- 
ness, of the Jewish mind and the Jew- 
ish soul. Judaism is something more 
than a mere system of beliefs ; it is the 
essence of a living Jewish tradition. 



Judaism is the civilization of the Jew, 
the product of Jewish experience." 

From this definition it follows logi- 
cally that Judaism is a fluid thing. Its 
authority is Torah in the larger sense 
— not merely the Bible, but the "spirit" 
or "genius" of the oeople, as mani- 
fested in its historical and continuous 
tradition. Dr. Levinthal makes a good 
point when he insists that to the Jew 
the Bible is not by itself a supreme 
authority. It only becomes so when it 
is invested with the character of Torah 
and interpreted in the light of the pro- 
gressive Jewish genius. 

"The Rabbis express this truth in 
mystic language. Everything that a 
diligent student . . . will teach in the 
distant future has already been pro- 
claimed on Mount Sinai ! These words 
have often been misunderstood, be- 
cause they were read and interpreted 
literally and thus have been the cause 
for ridicule and malignment. They 
teach this very truth — that every new 
experience in the spiritual and intellec- 
tual life of the Jew, every new contri- 
bution of its accepted teachers is part 
and parcel of that same Torah that 
began at Sinai." 

Just as in a human being, the pro- 
duct of a mind at seventy has a "con- 
nection with his mind at childhood, so 
the product of the genius of the Jew- 
ish people today comes from the same 
genius with which it was endowed at 
its birth at Sinai." 

This is as excellent an account of 
what is meant by the "Oral Law" as 
has been given anywhere in English. 

FROM this basis Dr. Levinthal pro- 
ceeds to examine some of the lead- 
ing features of Judaism, its God Idea, 
its Distinctiveness, its attitude toward 
Labour, its symbolism of Heaven and 
Hell, and its Messianic theory. He 
shows that each of these are progress- 
ive ideas, developed and reformulated 
in successive generations. 

It is, for instance, totally incorrect 
to assert that Judaism rejects the the- 
ory of Evolution. The Bible rejects 
it, but the Bible alone is not Judaism. 
The Bible only has authoritative char- 
acter in Judaism inasmuch as it repre- 
sents the first stages of a dynamic 
tradition. When developed, this tra- 



dition dispenses with the earlier forms 
of its expression, though preserving 
an organic relationship with the essen- 
tial spirit, just as the butterfly develops 
out of the chrysallis or man out of the 
anthropoid ape. 

This exposition of Judaism is essen- 
tially sound and essentially sane. Dr. 
Levinthal has not screened himself be- 
hind unctuous platitudes, but has faced 
issues clearly, logically, and luminously. 
Many of us who labour under the re- 
peated charge of being epikorsim will 
be grateful to him for explaining our 
position so lucidly and for his demon- 
stration of the fact that it is correct 
Jewish position, and no deviation. That 
is the essential point, and it is in ma- 
king that so crystal clear that this 
learned and courageous Rabbi per- 
forms his greatest service. Dr. Levin- 
thal shows himself the kind of man 
who will sit down and argue Judaism 
rationally. He is the kind of Rabbi 
whom many in this country are seek- 
ing — a live thinker and fearlessly 
honest in discussion. 

DR. LEVINTHAL'S book is not 
only rich in exposition; it is also 
rich in suggestion. One point especial- 
ly has struck me in connection with his 
argument : the point of inter-marriage. 
So much pontifical nonsense is written 
about this subject that one welcomes 
so satisfactory a jumping-off ground 
as Dr. Levinthal provides. 

"Judaism," he says, "is inseparable 
from the Jewish people. That is how 
we can best understand the Jewish at- 
titude towards proselytes. It is not a 
matter of simply accepting certain the- 
oretic beliefs ; it is difficult to absorb 
the proselyte within the national life. 
. . . He does not become merely an 
adherent of a creed or dogma; but a 
Jew, one of the Jewish people." 

This states in excellent fashion the 
argument of those who assert that Ju- 
daism has now developed, like Hellen- 
ism, beyond the bounds of one people 
and that, therefore, the Gentile can be 
as good a Jew, if he accepts Jewish 
ideas, as the born Israelite. Dr. Lev- 
inthal's argument shows that Judaism 
is no abstract "ism", but a reality to 
which no man or woman can be intel- 
(Continued on Page 22) 
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THE "ST. CHARLES" IN AMERICAN- 
JEWISH HISTORY 



COLONISTS from Europe were 
in South America as early as the 
sixteenth century. Brazil, a 
vast country, had many flourishing 
settlements. It had been discovered in 
1499 by the Spanish explorer, Vicente 
Yanez Pinson, a former companion of 
Columbus, but the next year, Pedro 
Alvarez Cabral landed there by chance 
and took possession of the country for 
Portugal. These settlements preceded 
Plymouth and even Jamestown by al- 
most a hundred years. Recife, the for- 
tified seaport capital of the captaincy 
of Pernambuco, had become a rich and 
important city. 

The Dutch coveted Brazil and slow- 
ly made plans to take it from the Por- 
tuguese. In 1624, the West India 
Company of Amsterdam, operating a 
military campaign with the aid and 
official support of the Dutch govern- 
ment, captured Recife. But this Dutch 
supremacy did not last very long, for 
thirty years later, on January 27, 1654, 
after a prolonged siege by the Portu- 
guese, the Dutch surrendered and Re- 
cife again became A possession of Por- 
tugal. 

Many Jews had settled in Brazil 
more than a century before, while the 
Portuguese were still in control. Some 
were outwardly adherents of their re- 
ligion. Some were secret or crypto- 
Jews (Marranos). Some had become 
out-and-out Catholics. Their trade ac- 
tivities were many and lucrative, their 
role in the sugar industry large. 

While Holland ruled, the privileges 
and rights of the Jews were in some 
ways equal to those of the Protestant 
Dutch, and often greater than those of 
the Catholic Portuguese whose power 
was feared by Amsterdam as well as 
by the Colonial government. The Holy 
Office of the Inquisition could not 
touch them. But, when Portugal re- 
gained her former power over the 
colony in 1654, the situation changed 
completely. 

The Dutch subjects in Brazil, in- 
cluding the Jews, were given three 
months to wind up their affairs and de- 
part. The clause in the capitulation 

This fascinating story of the settling 
of the Jews in Northern America was 
written by Dr. Kraus for the Jewish 
genealogical magazine, "St. Clxarles" . 



By WALTER MAX KRAUS 

agreement referring to the; latter reads 

as follows : 

II. That in this agreement there 
shall be included all nations, of what- 
ever quality or religion they may be, 
who are all hereby pardoned for 
having been in rebellion against the 
Crown of Portugal, consenting that 
the same shall likewise apply to all 
the Jews who are in Recife and 
Maurits-Stadt. 

The exodus occurred in May, 1654. 
Sixteen ships set sail, bound for Hol- 
land. One of these was seized by a 
Spanish pirate ship, which in, turn was 
captured by a French privateer, the 
"Saint Charles." With its newly res- 
cued passengers, among whom was 
Domine Johannes Theodorus Polhey- 
mus, the "Saint Charles" turned north- 
ward. The history of Martinique re- 
lates that the ship put in at St. Pierre, 
the ill-fated town which was destroyed 
by the volcanic eruption of Mt. Pele 
in 1902. After a short stay in port, 
the "Saint Charles" set sail again. Its 
passengers now consisted of Polhey- 
mus, the Brazilian Jews, and some 
other Jews taken aboard en route. 
Continuing a northward course, the 
ship finally arrived at New Holland, 
or, as it was better known, New Am- 
sterdam, in the early days of Septem- 
ber, 1654. These events are described 
in brief by David Franco Mendes, in 
the following quaint document : 

And it came to pass, in the year 
5415 (1654), that the Portuguese 
came back, and from the Hollanders 
took their lands by force. And God 
had compassion on His people, and 
gave it favor and grace in the eyes 
of the mighty ruler, Barreto, who 
should be favorably remembered, 
and he caused it to be proclaimed 
throughout his army that every one 
of his soldiers should be careful not 
to wrong or persecute any of the 
children of Israel, and that if any 
should wilfully transgress his com- 
mand his life would be forfeited. 
And he gave them a specified time 
within which they could sell their 
houses and goods at an adequate 
price and in the most advantageous 
manner. And he gave permission to 
our brethren, initiated into the co- 
venant of Abraham (who number 
more than six hundred souls) to re- 



turn to our country here. And he 
commanded that if there were not 
enough of Hollandish ships in the 
harbor, as many Portuguese ships 
within his dominion should be given 
them until a sufficient number should 
be obtained. And all our people 
went down into the sea in sixteen 
ships, spread sail, and God led them 
to their destination to this land, and 
they came to us in peace, except one 
ship which the Spaniards captured 
on the high seas. And God caused 
a Saviour to arise unto them, the 
captain of a French ship, arrayed 
for battle, and he rescued them from 
out of the hands of the outlaws who 
had done violence to them and op- 
pressed them, and he conducted 
them until they reached the end of 
the inhabited earth called New Hol- 
land. . . . Etc. 

WITHOUT passports, in debt, and 
very far from their destination, 
the handful of passengers from the 
"St. Charles" was no more welcome 
than are passport-less, impoverished 
immigrants today. Deciding to remain, 
however, they wrote to their influential 
co-religionists in Amsterdam to peti- 
tion the home authorities to permit 
them to settle permanently in the new 
land to which they had been brought 
after so many vicissitudes, and to 
grant them the rights of citizenship 
and trade. 

The following document, drawn up 
and sent to the Home Government at 
Amsterdam, not only requested all 
rights for their fellows in New Am- 
sterdam, but also presented a clear and 
concise account of the political and eco- 
nomic status of the Jews of the prin- 
cipal countries of Western Europe and 
their colonies : 

To the Honorable Lords, Direc- 
tors of the Chartered West India 
Company, Chamber of the City of 
Amsterdam. 

The merchants of the Portuguese 
Nation residing in this city respect- 
fully remonstrate to your Honors 
that it has come to their knowledge 
that your Honors raise obstacles to 
the giving of permits or passports 
to the Portuguese Jews to travel and 
to go to reside in New Netherland, 
(Continued on Page 22) 
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A NEW and CELEBRATED JEWISH THEATRE 
HAS GROWN UP in GERMANY DESPITE 

NAZI OPPRESSION 



ALTHOUGH Nazi Germany has 
driven out of the German thea- 
ter all Jewish personnel and 
"influences," there is a sense in which 
it flourishes throughout Germany to- 
day as never before. The medium of 
its new expression is the Kulturbund 
or the Jewish Culture League. The 
German Jews, as Jews everywhere, are 
great lovers of the arts, and when the 
Nazis "cleansed" the German theater 
of its Jews — which meant all that was 
vital in Jewry in that country — they 
gathered their exiled ones unto them- 
selves and set out to build a true Jew- 
ish theater. 

It is Jewish not only in aim, culture 
and thought ; it is Jewish down to the 
last man, woman and child in the au- 
dience, for the German government, in 
giving permission for the creation of 
the Kulturbund, stipulated that no Ar- 
yans be allowed into its membership 
or admitted to its performance. This 
stipulation was made for two reasons : 
first, to prevent the Aryan from be- 
coming "polluted" with Jewish influ- 
ence while attending the performances 
and second, to prevent the Kulturbund 
from becoming a competitor to the 
German stage. 

The German theater today is consid- 
ered moribund, not only in Berlin but 
also in other large centers throughout 
the Reich. That is not surprising. But 
the love of the drama is not so easily 
killed, and since only theaters where 
good enough acting is to be seen today 
are those in the control of the Kultur- 
bund, the non-Jews are willing to pay 
any price for a seat at one of the per- 
formances. But no good German 
money can purchase a seat, and the 
Nazi guard stationed at each of the 
Kulturbund theaters sees to it that the 
rule of his superiors is not broken. 

WHILE in Berlin I heard much 
talk about the Kulturbund ; how 
Herr So and So offered as much as 50 
marks ($20) for a ticket to one of its 
performances, but wasn't sold one be- 
cause he's Aryan. To his consterna- 
tion he learned that at least once racial 
"impurity" is a racial asset. 



By LILLIAN ZAHN 

What sort of a theater is this Kul- 
turbund, and what type of plays does 
it produce ? My curiosity was aroused. 
One sunny day I paid a visit to the 
Berliner Theaten on Charlotten Strasse, 
the former seat of Max Reinhardt 
productions and now the home of the 
Kulturbund. I asked to see Dr. Kurt 
Singer, who, I was told, was one of 
the founders and leaders of the Jewish 
theater movement in Germany. 

Dr. Singer, a short man with pierc- 
ing eyes, wide forehead and a head 
much too large for his little body, 
gave me an audience but not an inter- 
view. 

"I am sorry, I am not permitted to 
grant an interview to anyone," he said,- 
"unless he or she produces a written 
permission from State Commissioner 
of Culture Hinkel who controls our 
theater." 

"Then I shall go to Commissioner 
Hinkel and get this permission," I re- 
plied. 

"No use your troubling yourself," he 
added, "because Herr Hinkel does not 
receive Jews." 

I was non-plussed for a moment. 

"Very well, I shall see if he dares 
not to receive me," I said defiantly. "I, 
an American correspondent." 

(IMMEDIATELY went to the office 
of Commissioner Hinkel, located in 
the Prussian State Building, not far 
from the Berliner Theater. I was ush- 
ered into a large private office and in- 
troduced to Herr Hans Hinkel, a burly 
man of about 35, with sandy hair. 
Herr Hinkel shook my hand profuse- 
ly and asked me to sit down. I ex- 
plained my mission. 

"It is true," he said in a broken 
English, "we do not permit the Kultur- 
bund leaders to interview anyone with- 
out our sanction." 

"How about my interviewing them ?" 
I ventured. 

He sat silent for a moment and 
thought. 

"Yes, I believe that can be arranged, 
but on one condition. You must inter- 
view them right here in this office and 
in my presence. I am not doing this 



because I want to censor the interview. 
It is because I want to protect the 
leaders from telling you things that 
would react badly for them later on — 
you understand. It is for their own 
protection that I want the interview 
in my presence." 

"Agreed !" I exclaimed. 

"I will have my secretary let you 
know the day and time of the inter- 
view," he added, as he ushered me out 
of the office with a politeness that was 
amazing, quite unusual from the hard 
and cold manner of most Nazi officials. 

A few days later I received word 
from Herr Hinkel's secretary that the 
interview was to take place on Tues- 
day of the following week at 12:30 in 
his office. 

WHEN I arrived at the appointed 
time I found Dr. Singer and his 
associate, Dr. Werner Levie, await- 
ing me in Herr Hinkel's office. In ad- 



A scene from one of 
the productions 
of the 



Brooklyn Jewish Center Review 




dition to Herr Hinkel there were two 
guards, one of them attired in the 
black uniform of the Hitler guards 
and the other in civilian garb. An 
Englishman, serving as interpreter 
whenever the German conversation 
got too involved for me, was also 
present. The interview lasted one hour 
and ten minutes, but before it began 
Herr Hinkel made me promise solemn- 
ly not to make any attempts to inter- 
view the Kulturbund leaders in private 
at any time in the future. 

"What is the purpose of the Kultur- 
bund?" I asked Dr. Singer. 

"To give employment to the ousted 
Jewish actors, singers, dancers and 
musicians on the one hand," he began, 
"and to afford a medium of entertain- 
ment to the thousands of Jews, when 
they could forget for a few hours at 
least the hostile atmosphere of the Ar- 
yan world and bathe in their own 
learning and culture, both ancient and 
modern. We have still another pur- 
pose in mind, an artistic one, namely, 
to wed the arts: drama, music and 
dance into one theater, one stage." 

Dr. Singer then proceeded to outline 
briefly the history of the Kulturbund. 

The Nazi decrees of April _ 1933 
spelled insecurity, despair and ruin for 
German Jews. Jewish talent was being 




ousted and ostracized from the cultural 
life of Germany. Some of the luckier 
ones found jobs abroad, but the great 
majority had to stay behind and face 
destitution and want. In the face of 
this situation, four Jews, ostracized 
and deprived of their jobs, got together 
in June 1933 to discuss plans for re- 
lieving the situation of the German 
artist. They were Dr. Singer, the for- 
mer superintendent of the Berlin Mu- 
nicipal Opera House ; Dr. Levie, a 
journalist on the now extinct Vossische 
Zeitung, who was ousted because of 
his racial origin; Julius Bab, a play- 
wright, and Kurt Baumann, formerly 
of the Berlin Municipal Opera House 
and well known in New York for his 
performances here. 

THE four pioneers appeared before 
Commissioner Hinkel and presen- 
ted their plan to form the Kulturbund. 
After some delay this permission was 
granted, on condition that no Aryans 
be admitted to membership or perfor- 
mances of the Kulturbund. The pio- 
nee.rs, starting without a penny of cap- 
ital, soon recruited others in their 
scheme and within three months they 
had a membership of 10,000 Jewish 
men and women. Today Kulturbunds 
are sprouting throughout the Reich. 
The personnel of the Berlin Kultur- 
bund alone totals 220 actors, singers, 
dancers, stage hands, musicians, etc. 
The orchestra alone numbers 40 mu- 



Children in the audience of the New 
Jewish theater in Gennany. 

sicians of first rank, under the batons 
of Joseph Rosenstock, former musical 
director of the Mannheim Opera 
House, and Michael Taube, whose 
little orchestra, giving concerts of 18th 
century music, was long a familiar 
feature of Berlin's musical life. 

The cast includes Fritz Wisten of 
the State Theater in Stuttgart; Lilly 
Kahn, formerly of the Frankfort 
State Theater ; Fritzi Jokl, former col- 
oratura soprano of the Municipal 
Opera House in Muenich; Marcel 
Noee, leading tenor of the State 
Opera House in Berlin ; Walter Olitz- 
ki, baritone, formerly of the Opera 
House in Koenigsberg ; Kurt Katsch 
of the Frankfurt State Theater, and 
many other stars garnered from the 
best theaters and opera houses through- 
out the Reich, making each Kultur- 
bund production an all-star perfor- 
mance. 

So far Lessing's "Nathan the Wise," 
Stefan Zweig's "Jeremiah," Beetho- 
ven's "Fidelio," Mozart's "Marriage 
of Figaro" and Shakespeare's "Othel- 
lo" have been produced. Once a month 
Dr. Singer, who is the managing di- 
rector, has inaugurated a children's 
experimental theater when children's 
plays are performed by children for 
children. The children are sometime* 
given only an outline of the action 
{Continued on next Page) 
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taking place and are left to improvise 
their own lines. In this way their im- 
agination is given full play and an op- 
portunity for greater development. 

IN Berlin no less than 20,000 Jewish 
men, women and children, mem- 
bers of the Kulturbund, attend its per- 
formances regularly. Membership in 
the Kulturbund is open to any resident 
Jew or Jewess in Berlin and its su- 
burbs and also to the Aryan mate of 
a Jew or Jewess. At first Aryan mates 
were not eligible for membership, but 
later this restriction was rescinded in 
order to maintain the unity of the 
family in its excursions to the treater. 
Each member pays a monthly fee of 
2.50 marks ($1.00), which entitles him 
to one full length play, one full length 
opera and one evening of light enter- 
tainment during the month. He is also 
entitled to attend one lecture a month. 
Lectures are given in the fields of lit- 
erature, music, art and religion by 
leading authorities, with special em- 
phasis on Jewish achievement in each 
field. There is no political discussion, 
for obvious reasons. 

After paying his dues, the member 
receives a membership card, which is 
a veritable passport, with photo and 
all, so that it may not be transferred 
to an Aryan by chance. At the evening 
of the performance the member calls 
at the box office where he picks his 
seat by lottery from a basket. If he 
is lucky, he picks the best seat in the 
house, if not he is allotted to the gal- 
lery. Usually the seats come in pairs, 



so that a husband and wife may sit 
together, but if a husband should de- 
cide to bring his wife and his mother 
as well, one of the three is obliged to 
sit apart. Before entering the theater 
each member is scrutinized by a Nazi 
guard stationed at the theater and the 
photograph carefully examined and 
compared with the bearer, to make 
sure that both are one. Woe unto him 
who tries to enter on another's pass- 

port. m 

TODAY there are Kulturbunds in 
the leading cities of the Reich, such 
as Frankfurt A. M., Cologne, Breslau, 
Konigsberg, Rostock, Osnabrueck, Ha- 
nover and others. In each of these 
Kulturbunds is an oasis of art for art's 
sake, for plays and operas having an 
artistic merit only are produced. But 
before they ar produced, the plays and 
operas must first be gone over and ap- 
proved by Herr Hinkel, who selects 
the ones that are least harmless in in- 
fluence and less likely to cause criti- 
cism of his superiors. Upwards of 
60,000 Jewish men and women are en- 
rolled as Kulturbund members, who 
ar entitled to admission to its pro- 
ductions. 

"We have turned restlessness and 
despair into constructive channels," 
Dr. Singer concluded, "and we are 
proud of our achievement." 

"Do you intend to continue with the 
Kulturbund even when the time comes 
when Jews will be received back into 
the German cultural life?" I asked 
with due apologies to Herr Hinkel. 
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"Yes, even then," Dr. Singer repned. 
"The Kulturbund is a permanent 
thing." 

Before the interview was concluded, 
Herr Hinkel assured me that he was 
only too pleased to see more Jews 
joining the Kulturbund, so that more 
and more Jewish talent could be em- 
ployed by it and less of it would find 
it necessary to emigrate. 

"By the way, Herr Hinkel," I inter- 
rupted "would you want me to submit 
a copy of my story of the interview 
to you before publication?" 

"Oh, no, no," he smiled. "That 
would smack too much of censorship." 

A FEW weeks later I read a notice 
in one of the Berlin dailies to the 
effect that next Summer the govern- 
ment is planning to raze the Berliner 
Theater, leased by it to the Kultur- 
bund, and erect garages on its site. In 
Berlin there are many old theaters, 
needing razing, but the government has 
decided on the Berliner — a subtle ef- 
fort to drown the Kulturbund move- 
ment 'which is eclipsing the German 
theater with its successful productions. 

But the Kulturbund is far from a 
demise. It has already been swamped 
by attractive offers from owners of 
other theaters who prefer a Jewish 
tenant drawing a full house and able 
to pay rent to an Aryan one who 
draws an empty house and can't pay 
the rent. 

This article is published here by cour- 
tesy of the Brooklyn Daily Eagle. 
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THROW OUT THE JEWS'' 



(This striking declaration was orig- 
inally published in the Hearst news- 
papers on May 3, 1933) 

SO, they're going to dissolve all the 
Free and Masonic Lodges in 
Germany, rewrite the ritual and 
drop the Jews? Wonder what they 
are going to do about Jesus of Na- 
zareth ? 

But He — Mr. Hitler would un- 
doubtedly retort — was the Son of God ; 
not a Jew. 

That is as it may be. But even so, 
Jehovah's seed was cased in flesh that 
came straight from the House of 
David. And the gentle face that bent 
above the manger on that starry night 
was a Jewish face. And the kindly, 
calloused hands that taught a stripling 
boy to use the hammer and plane and 
saw were Jewish hands. And the little 
home, where the candles burned on the 
Sabbath night and the white light of a 
splendid tradition flamed throughout 
the week, was a Jewish home. 

Yes — even more ! 

Thirty-three years He was to live, 
and of those years only three were 
spent in ministry. But those few 
months have left their mark on all the 
world. And why? Because He was 
the Son of God? Yes, but also be- 
cause He was the son of all His early 
fathers — of Abraham, and Moses, 
David and Solomon, valiant old Isaiah, 
brooding Hosea, with a face like a thin, 
bright flame. He was their son, as well 
as the Son of God. They broke the 
trail His feet were to follow. They 
reared the temple His hands were to 
serve. They lit the torch that blazes 
now throughout all Christendom. 

"Throw out the Jews?" 

But it was this Jewish wisdom that 
gave the first Christian His knowledge 
of men and life. 

And it was Jewish tenderness and 
love of justice that made Him despise 
the cruelty of Rome, the viciousness of 
His own corrupt Sanhedrin Machine. 

And it was JEWISH COURAGE 
— BLOOD HERITAGE OF ALL 
THOSE TORTURED SOULS 
WHO HAD GONE BEFORE — 
WHICH GAVE HIM THE 
STRENGTH TO DIE FOR THE 
THING HE LOVED AND, DYING, 
GASP: "FATHER, FORGIVE 



By ELSIE ROBINSON 

THEM ; THEY KNOW NOT 
WHAT THEY DO." 

I am not a Jew. But I am a Chris- 
tian. And for all that Christianity 
means to me or to the world, I must 
be grateful, not only to that young 
Jew of Nazareth, but to all Jewry. 

For, while the rest of Humanity 
worshipped its little mud idols with 
obscene rites, lusted and looted like the 
jungle beasts which they were, the Jews 
took the Law from Sinai, built the 
Altar, kept the Faith. 

Through desert exile, through in- 
credible persecution, still the candles 
burned. While the power that was 
Egypt scattered like her desert sands 
and the Glory that was Rome sprawled, 
a putrid corpse, in her stone gutters, 
the Jews, without wealth, without 
power, without a nation, still held on. 
And today our civilization rests on the 
traditions which were taught that little 
Hebrew boy in the shabby home of a 
Jewish carpenter. 

Corruption and conniving amongst 



"YOUTH 

THIS is the name given to the emi- 
gration of juvenile groups from 
other countries to Palestine ; but it has 
come to be applied especially to the 
groups of youth going from Germany. 
It is the largest rehabilitation activity 
for children that has ever been under- 
taken in modern times except during 
the World War period. The account 
of the departure of a single group (of 
150) from Berlin is a moving story. 
There gather to say good-bye to them 
parents belonging to many social class- 
es, but at the moment there are no 
differences. The scene suggests the 
common fate that has befallen the Jew- 
ish community. 

But there is, on the other hand, a 
glowing anticipation on the part of 
those who are to have part in this pil- 
grimage of freedom. Some have kin- 
dred or friends already in Palestine, 
but some will go as strangers to a land 
that cannot, after all, be strange to 
any of them. A festival of welcome 



Jews? Where isn't there corruption 
and conniving? What race has a 
monopoly on that? But against that 
record put this : What race has given 
to the world such beauty, such song, 
such vision, such sensitive communing 
with the Eternal Mysteries as the Jew? 

And WHERE IN ALL THE 
LENGTH AND BREADTH OF 
CHRISTENDOM CAN YOU FIND 
A SETTLEMENT WHERE THE 
HOME LIFE OF THE JEW DOES 
NOT SHAME THE HOME LIFE 
OF OTHER CITIZENS ? 

"Throw out the Jews?" 

It can't be done. Thank God it 
can't ! For the Jew is more than a man 
of certain faith or certain blood. He is 
a symbol — the Sign, made manifest in 
flesh, of a dream which has filled the 
heart of man since God first breathed 
His fire into a lump of clay. And as 
long as our hearts shall grope for beau- 
ty and order, for love and law, the Jew 
will go on — until at last there is no Jew 
and no Gentile, only all Sons of God. 



ALIJAH" 

awaits them at) the other end of the 
journey — at Haifa, and they find 
the places that have been prepared for 
them. At the time of the report 500 
youths had been transferred to Pales- 
tine ; 700 more were preparing to go 
soon, and many thousands are waiting 
for the opportunity to receive the pre- 
liminary training permitted before 
leaving the land of their birth, where 
they are barred from nearly all the 
trades and professions and where only 
a small number of apprenticeships for 
agriculture and handicraft are open to 
them. 

In Palestine the range of occupation 
is not a wide one (the different phases 
of handicraft), but intellectual oppor- 
tunities are ever in sight. The intellec- 
tual leaders all do their share of manu- 
al labor every day. And the university 
stands on a hill in the midst of the 
land. Dark as the picture in the break- 
ing up of German homes is, there is a 
bright side to it at the other end. 

— N. Y. Times 
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IN THE CENTER 



Center Academy Graduates — Class of 1935 




First Row — Left to Right : Rabbi Israel H. Levinthal, Chairman 
Advisory Board, Miss Irene Bush, Head Hebrew 
Department, Blanche Iona Siegel, Amy Stone, Doris 
Lucy Blitman, Miriam Ann Adler, Joan Frieda Jaffe, 
Florence Bernice Goody, Miss Ethel Ayres, Instruc- 
tor Graduating Class and Miss Alice M. Brenan, 
Director of the Academy. 

Second Row — Left to Right: Albert Samuel Jaffe, Paul Michtom 
Rosenstein, Ephraim Goldberg, Sidney Frederick 
Polsky and Rich Lee Sneider. 



CENTER HEBREW SCHOOL HOLDS IMPRESSIVE 
GRADUATION EXERCISES 



SUNDAY SCHOOL RELIGIOUS 
CLASSES CLOSE SUCCESSFUL 
SEASON ON JUNE 9th 

Our Sunday School had a very suc- 
cessful season this year with a record 
for good attendance and high averages 
in all the classes. 

At the Closing Exercises, which 
were held on Sunday morning, June 
9th, the following children were a- 
warded Honor Certificates in the fol- 
lowing classes : 

Kindergarten — Miss Tobie 

Large Certificate Small Certificate 
Harvey Solomon Gladys Goldberg 
Herbert Schnall Josef Weissberg 

Class One — Miss Kramer 
Helen Feiler Zelda Jalofsky 
Harold Horowitz Joan Sukloff 
Martin Katlowitz 

Class Two— Miss Heller 
(Rapid Advance) 
Elaine Engelson Cecily Goldberg 
Edward Greenberg Irene Mendelsohn 
Rhoda Kasnowitz 

Class Three — Miss Prensky 

Ruth Spielvogel 
Iris Smith Charlotte Klepper 

Class Three — Miss Hirsh 

Phoebe Bair Lenore Reibstein 

Dorothy Gribetz Mortimer Katz 
Bernice Shupack Lois Siegel 

Class Four — Miss Aaronson 

P. Rosenbluth Gay Siegel 



PERSONALS 

Congratulations are extended to 
Miss Gladys Kurshan, who was grad- 
uated from Adelphi College with a 
degree of Bachelor of Arts, and to 
Mr. Jerome Kurshan, who was gradu- 
ated from Erasmus Hall High 'School. 
They are the children of Mr. and Mrs. 
Oscar Kurshan. 



Our best wishes for a speedy and 
complete recovery are extended to Mrs. 
J. D. Booth who has recently returned 
from the hospital where she was con- 
fined due to illness. 



A large audience of men and women 
attended the Graduation Exercises of 
our daily Hebrew School, which were 
held in the Synagogue on Monday 
evening, June 17th. 

Mr. Bernard Semel, the) Honorary 
Secretary of the Jewish Education As- 
sociation, and leading communal work- 
er, delivered an interesting address, in 
which he charged the graduates as to 
their duties as responsible members of 
the Jewish community. 

A fine musical program was render- 
ed by Shlomele, a child prodigy can- 
tor, which delighted the audience. 

The graduates all took part in the 
program by rendering impressive ad- 
dresses in Hebrew and English. Greet- 
ings were presented by Mr. Joseph M. 
Schwartz, the President of the Center. 
Mrs. S. Fleischman, the secretary of 
the Parent-Teachers Association pre- 
sented the gold medal awarded by Mr. 
and Mrs. Hyman Rachmil, to the out- 
standing graduate for proficiency in 



studies, Arthur Feinberg. She also 
presented a silver medal, in behalf of 
the Parent-Teachers Association, to 
Bernice Feldman, for the second high- 
est average in proficiency. Greetings 
were also received from Mrs. Phillip 
Brenner, the President of the Sister- 
hood and Mrs. Rose Wiener, the Pres- 
ident of the Parent-Teachers Associa- 
tion, both of whom were, unfortunate- 
ly, absent. 

The following is this year's list of 
graduates: Hilton Atlas, Arthur Fein- 
berg, Doris Feinberg, Bernice Feld- 
man, Mildred Freedman, Mortimer 
Goldman, Mervin Rosenberg, Melvin 
Roth, Seymour Rothkopf, Doris Stark. 

The members of the class, in honor 
of their graduation, presented to the 
Center Library a set of the new edition 
of the Moreh Nebuchim (A Guide 
to the Perplexed — by Moses Maimon- 
ides) edited by the well-known He- 
brew scholar, Dr. Judah Kaufman, of 
Palestine. 
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DR. BAKER TO GIVE CLOSING LEC- 
TURE ON JUNE 24th 

The final lecture of the course on 
Psychology by Dr. Ernest L. Baker, 
noted psychologist, will be given at the 
Center next Monday evening, June 
24th, at 8:30 o'clock. On that eve- 
ning. Dr. Baker will speak on the 
subject : "Building Your Own Future". 

Plans are now being made for the 
continuation of the course by Dr. 
Baker in our building for the coming 
season. Further details will be an- 
nounced in a forthcoming issue of the 
Bulletin. 

This course of lectures is given un- 
der the joint auspices of the New 
York City Board of Education and 
the Forum and Educational Committee 
of the Center. 

There is no charge for admission. 



CONSECRATION SERVICE FOR 
GIRLS NEXT SHEVOUTH 

Beginning with the Shevouth festi- 
val next year, our Center will hold an 
annual Consecration Service for girls. 

In order to be eligible for such Ser- 
vice, the girls will have to enroll in a 
special class which will be formed in 
September, and which will meet at 
least once every week for a thorough 
study of the principles of Jewish faith 
and practice. Rabbi Levinthal has en- 
gaged one of the outstanding students 
of the Jewish Theological Seminary of 
America to be in charge of this special 
group. 

This Consecration Class will be open 
to those girls who have graduated from 
the Center Academy and from the 
Center Hebrew School, as well as from 
the Center Sunday School, provided 
they have had at least an elementary 
training in Hebrew. The class will be 
limited in number, and we hope that 
parents will make inquiry about this 
matter before they leave for their va- 
cations. 



HEBREW AND SUNDAY SCHOOL 
CHILDREN DISTRIBUTE KEREN AMI 
FUNDS 

The children of our Hebrew and 
Sunday Schools have been maintain- 
ing a special fund to which they con- 
tributed every week, and which was 
known as the Keren Ami. 

During the past month, the secre- 
taries and treasurers of each class, 
who took charge of the collection, held 
a meeting together with Rabbi Levin- 
thai, and listened to the various ap- 



peals that reached our school frc 
many organizations and institutions. 
After considerable discussion, the fol- 
lowing allotments were made, and 
checks representing these sums were 
sent by the children to these organi- 



zations : 

For the relief of Jewish chil- 
dren in Germany $10.00 
For the Jewish Theological 

Seminary of America . 10.00 
For the maintenance of He- 
brew Kindergartens in Pa- 
lestine . . 10.00 

For the Braille Review for 

the Jewish Blind ... 5.00 
For the Ner Tamid — toys for 

children in Palestine 5.00 

For the Falasha Jews 3.00 

For the Marrano Jews in 

Spain and Portugal 3.00 



The children hope to intensify their 
interest for the Keren Ami next sea- 
son so that they may be able to con- 
tribute even larger sums to many more 
worth} 1 appeals. 

PERSONAL 

Congratulations are extended to Air. 
Herbert Manuel Koven the son of Dr. 
and Mrs. Benjamin Koven who was 
graduated from the University of 
Maine on June 17, 1935 with the de- 
gree of Bachelor of Science. 



NEW MEMBERS 
The following have applied for mem- 
bership in the Brooklyn Jewish Center: 

Berg, Louis 

Unmarried Attorney 

Res.— 12 Balfour Place 

Bus. — 50 Court Street 

Proposed by Maurice Bernhardt 
Kassel, Charles 

Married Alfg. Chemists 

Res. — 178 Hopkinson Avenue 

Bus. — 2126 Fulton Street 

Proposed by Dr. and Mrs. M. Kassel 
Radutzky, Al 

Unmarried Manager 

Res.— 10 Balfour Place 

Bus. — 47 Varick Avenue 

Proposed by Harry Radutzky 
Scharff , Jacob 

Married Mfrs' Agent 

Res. — 763 Eastern Parkway 

Bus. — 154 Nassau Street 

Proposed by David Spiegel 
Schwartz, Samuel J. 

Unmarried Accountant 

Res.— 922 42nd Street 

Bus.— 524 West 50th Street 
Wallins, Alexander 

Married Warehouse 

Res.— 2964 West 23rd Street 

Bus. — 30 Tenth Street 



ADDITIONAL APPOINTMENT OF 
CHAIRMEN OF COMMITTEES 

At the last meeting of the Board of 
Trustees and the Governing Board, 
the President of the Center, Mr. 
Joseph M. Schwartz, announced the 
appointment of Mr. Arthur Joseph as 
chairman of the newly created com- 
mittee on General Activities. This 
committee is to consist of chairmen 
of all standing committees and will 
have as its purpose the coordination of 
all activities in the building. 

Mr. Schwartz also announced Mr. 
Maurice Bernhardt as chairman of the 
Social and Entertainment Committee 
to succeed Mr. Frank Levey who ask- 
ed to be relieved of his duties. 

CONGRATULATIONS 

Hearty congratulations and best 
wishes are extended to the following: 

Mr. and Mrs. Samuel Bernstein, of 
430 Crown Street, upon the marriage 
of their daughter, Roslyn, to Mr. 
Harold Rinzler which was held at the 
Center, Sunday, June 16, 1935. 

Mr. and Mrs. Abraham Shapiro, of 
725 St. Marks Avenue, upon the mar- 
riage of their daughter, Cynthia G., 
to Dr. Samuel M. Segal on Sunday, 
June 16th. 

Mr. and Mrs. Isidor Stark of 1715 
Xewkirk Avenue upon the marriage of 
their daughter. Priscilla, to Mr. Lester 
E. Geller, to be held on Fridav, June 
21st. 

Mr. and Mrs. Isidor Fine, of 881 
Washington Avenue, and Mrs. Max 
Leff of 135 Eastern Parkway, upon 
the marriage of their children Roslyn 
Leff to Jesse J. Fine to be held at the 
Center, Sunday, June 23rd. 

Mr. and Mrs. Herman I. Goldman 
upon the marriage of their son, Mor- 
timer, to Juliette Geraldine Rosenblum 
on Sunday, June 16, 1935. 

Mr. and Mrs. Henry Mervis of 1634 
Union street upon the marriage of 
their daughter, Sylvia, to Mr. Nathan 
Mintzer to be held at the Center on 
Sunday, June 30th, 1935. 

Mr. and Mrs. Morris Rosen f eld of 
354 New York Avenue and Mr. and 
Mrs. S. IT. Chertoff of 1423 Carroll 
Street upon the marriage of their 
children, Esther Chertoff' to Irving 
Rosenfeld to be held at the Center on 
Tuesday, Julv 2, 1935. 

Mrs. I. Weinstein of 1218 Carroll 
Street upon the marriage of her daugh- 
ter, Florence, to Mr. Herman Shul- 
man, to be held at the Center on Thurs- 
day, July 4. 1935. 

Mrs. S. Leibowitz upon the birth of 
a son to her children. Mr. and Mrs. 
Harry Leibler, on June 11, 1935. 
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Jews SHOULD 

By MAURICE 

HEYWOOD BROUN in one of 
his editorials, said, "By a curi- 
ous ironical twist, Anti-Semit- 
ism, insofar as it attempts rationali- 
zation, charges Jews with the posses- 
sion of a quality in which they are 
tragically lacking. I refer to the fa- 
miliar assertion, 'The trouble with 
Jews is that they always stick together'. 
Nothing is further from the fact. No 
people in America represents a greater 
divergence in points of view. "In fact, 
if I may be impertinent enough to give 
advice in a case where it has not been 
sought, I think it would be an admir- 
able thing if the Jews of the world 
had a far greater sense of that soli- 
darity of which they stand accused." 

It is a sad tale but nevertheless a 
fact that the Jews lack organization. 
We are not only beset with enemies on 
all sides, we are our own enemies. We 
simply do not seem to be able to bury 
our own differences and present a uni- 
ted front against those who seek to 
destroy us. 

Does it really require much discus- 
sion to penetrate our understanding 
and make us realize how necessary it 
is for each one of us to wake up and 
become an active link in the movement 
to combat Anti-Semitism ? Can we for 
our own good continue to hold aloof 
and be unconscious of this tremendous 
problem ? Can we continue to hide 
our head in the sand and play the part 
of an ostrich and believe that all is 
well? Is it not better to face the sit- 
uation as it really exists and see if it 
cannot possibly be remedied? Have 
we not learned our lessons from his- 
tory and must we be reminded of the 
fact that history repeats itself? Are 
we going to allow the course of events 
which took place in Germany to re- 
peat themselves elsewhere? Are we 
too going to grope around without any 
centralized command or place to go to ? 
Are we going to be swallowed up in 
the terrific current of Anti-Semitism ? 

Wake up you who are not concerned 
and cannot be bothered. Wake up be- 
fore it is too late. You can start by 
joining an active Jewish body. Amal- 
gamate yourself with your people, and 
if the outside world finds us united 
they will not trouble us so often. Come 
more often to your Jewish Centers. 
There you will be able to find out what 
is going on in the Jewish world. Your 



Stick Together 

BERNHARDT 



moral support will be a signal to our 
unfair antagonists that we are ready 
to meet their attacks. You will be 
able to exchange views on our common 
problems and gradually you will find 
that you belong with your people and 
that your past conduct of having stood 
aloof is merely the result of inertia. 
You will discover that you were asleep 
and that now you are awake — awake 
to the fact that our only hope is in 
unity, in a united defense of the right 
to live like other people. 

Learn to fraternize under a Jewish 
atmosphere. You will then realize the 
truth of the expression that a minority 
well organized can accomplish more 
than an unorganized majority. 



loss of his beloved mother on June 
17, 1935. 



EXPRESSION OF CONDOLENCE 

Our sincere expressions of condo- 
lence are extended to Mr. Nathan A. 
Arvins, of 1488 Carroll Street, upon 
the loss of his beloved father on June 
15, 1935; and to Mr. Philip F. Fein- 
berg, of 1340 Carroll Street, upon the 
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mountable in the case of poetry. Not 
only must the translator keep the ori- 
ginal rhythm, but he must also pene- 
trate the soul of the poet, and give the 
hidden meaning behind the bare words 
that the poet wanted to reveal. Dr. A. 
Asen has succeeded admirably in this 
field. He has made it his life-work 
to translate into Yiddish some of the 
master works of the classic English 
poets. He is a true poet himself, 
though he has not produced original 
poetry. If he had, he could not have 
made such exquisite translations. He 
has succeeded in revealing a beauty 
and power in Yiddish expressions 
which many of us, even though we 
speak it, never realized it .possessed. 
The booklets are beautifully printed, 
with fine biographical introductions. 
To those who read Yiddish these works 
are heartily recommended as true Yid- 
dish classics, which, at the same time, 
reveal the beauty of some of the richest 
poetic creations in the English langu- 
age. 



THE JEWISH POPULATION OF GERMANY 
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As for births, the first year of the 
Nazi regime witnessed a negligible in- 
crease. The number of births being 
37,083 in 1933 against 36,173 in 1932, 
and the excess of deaths over births 
during the former year was 14,092, 
compared with 11,203 in 1932. Jewish 
births decreased from 962 in 1932 to 
866 in 1933, but the excess of deaths 
over births in 1933 was 1616, com- 
pared with 1661 in 1932. 

Detailed Jewish marriage, births and 
deaths statistics for the years 1932 and 
1933 follow: 
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Buthen 


101,584 
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210 


All large cities 


19,802,340 


354,120 


36,800 



CONTRARY to expectations inter- 
marriages with non-Jews contin- 
ued during the first year of the Nazi 
regime and even increased. In fact, 
a total of 409 Jewish men were mar- 
ried to non- Jewish women, compared 
with 356 during 1932. Jewish womefi 
married to non-Jews during 1933 num- 
bered 137, compared with 140 in 1932. 



Marriages 1932 
Jewish 823 
Jewish men to non-Jewish women 356 
Jewish women to non-Jewish men 140 
Jewish men to women without 

religious affiliation 
Jewish women to men without 

religious affiliation 

Births 
Deaths 

Deaths — One year or under 
Excess of Deaths over births 



1933 
802 
409 
137 



64 54 



72 

962 



67 
866 



2,623 2.482 
35 24 
1,661 1,616 
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THE AMERICAN MERCURY ON RABBI 
LEVINTHAL'S NEW BOOK- 
OTHER REVIEWS 



The June issue of the American 
Mercury has an interesting review of 
Rabbi Levinthal's book "Judaism — 
An Analysis and an Interpretation", 
in which it says: ". . . In this book 
Dr. Levinthal has endeavored to bring 
to Jew and Gentile alike a clearer and 
richer understanding of the spiritual 
values inherent in the traditions of 
orthodox Judaism. . . . Taken as a 
whole, it is a valuable and informa- 
tive work. . . ." 

The Boston Evening Transcript in 
a lengthy review, comments: "The 
series of synagogue discourses com- 
posing Rabbi Levinthal's 'Judaism' is 
written in the best Jewish tradition : 
scholarly, spirited, concerned with dis- 
tinctive Jewish values, and generously 
colored with rabbinic lore. . . . Rabbi 
Levinthal is at home in the learning 
of the synagogue and is not unread in 
current thought. His gift for homiletic 
expression brings charm to his pages 
and lifts many a paragraph from the 
drab level of academic exposition." 



The Palestine Post (Jerusalem) : 
"Dr. Levinthal's attempt in this vol- 
ume is to recall Jewish readers to their 
own heritage. Like many other Jewish 
teachers he has to bridge the gap be- 
tween his own learning and solid con- 
victions and his hearers' ignorance and 
indeterminate standards. His presen- 
tation of Judaism cannot satisfy all 
Jewish minds; many will regard it as 
still another compromise between Ju- 
daism and the world, or even, at 
times, a forcing of that free, and 
sometimes even unkempt, organic 
growth, which is Judaism, into moulds 
which never have been seriously used 
and never needed by Judaism. Dr. 
Levinthal touches on most of the 
present-day burning questions, both 
those which concern the Jews' attitude 
toward their own religion, and those 
which concern the position of the Jew- 
ish religion in respect of the social 
difficulties of to-day. He has a mind 
well stocked both with the lessons of 
traditional Judaism and with modern 



controversy ; and above all, he is sym- 
pathetic with the younger generation 
in their difficulties. 

The Winston-Salem (N. C.) Twin 
City Sentinel: "Very few Gentiles are 
familiar with Judaism and to them 
this book will bring immediate and 
thorough enlightenment." 

Emil Wharton Dudley in the Brook- 
lyn Citizen: "The book is eminently 
readable and will certainly appeal to 
the laymen who have not the taste or 
the experience for ponderous theologi- 
cal dialetics. . . . His book is intelligent 
and interesting, and, as noted above, 
admirably lucid in exposition." 

Rev. Dr. Harry S. Lewis, of the In- 
stitute of Jewish Religion, writes: 
"Books of sermons — even sermons of 
excellent preachers — usually make un- 
satisfactory reading. But your volume 
stands out finely under this test. Na- 
turally, you score heavily through your 
numerous happy illustrations from 
Talmud and Midrash, invariably apt 
and often so original. It is more im- 
portant, however, that you always have 
something important to say, and that 
you say it so simply and well. I don't 
always agree with your conclusions and 
(Continued on next Page) 
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probably I am not the only one of 
your readers who differs from you at 
times. But I am sure that no one can 
read your fine presentation of Judaism 
without being the better for his peru- 
sal." 

Rabbi Eugene Kohn, in The Recon- 
structiomst : (The reviewer takes ex- 
ception to certain analyses and then 
proceeds) "Despite these defects, the 
book is a very readable exposition of 
traditional ideas on the subjects which 
it discusses. If only as an anthology 
of Biblical and Rabbinical passages on 
these themes it is an interesting contri- 
bution to the Jewish literature avail- 
able in the English language. We be- 
lieve that it will find many appreciative 
readers." 

Samuel A. Kaufman in the Brook- 
lyn Standard Union: "... Dr. Lev- 
inthal's conception of Judaism incor- 
porates virtually all the most liberal 
and humane ideas extant. If he brings 
them in by means of discriminating 
research in the Talmud for the most 
suitable sayings and by a sometimes 
strained interpretation of them, this 
can be readily forgiven. The point is 
that he does bring them in." 



The Council Chronicle (of the Coun- 
cil of Jewish Women, N. Y.) : "The 
book is a valuable contribution to 
Anglo-Jewish literature of a religious 
nature, scholarly in approach, masterly 
in content, and fascinating in the sim- 
plicity and clarity of its presentation." 

NOTICE OF UNVEILING 

The unveiling of the monument in 
honor of our late member, Haiman 
Friedwald, will be held on Sunday 
morning, June 23rd, 1935 at 11:30 
o'clock at the Washington Cemetery 
(Section 4 grounds of the Indepen- 
dent Tarnover Society). 

THE SABBATH 

Kindling of Candles at 8:14 P. M. 

Friday Evening Services at 6:00. 

Sabbath Morning Services (Parsha 
Beha'a'los'cho) will commence at 8:45 
A. M. Rabbi Levinthal will preach the 
sermon. 

Junior Congregation Services in the 
Beth Hamedrash at 9:30 A. M. 

Class in Ein Yaakob under the lead- 
ership of Mr. Benjamin Hirsh at 5 :30 
P. M. 

DAILY SERVICES 

Morning Services at 7 :00 and 7 :30. 
Mincha Services at 8:15 P. M. 



RESERVE YOUR HIGH HOLY DAY 
SEATS BEFORE LEAVING FOR 
YOUR VACATION 

The Religious Service Committee, 
headed by Mr. Abraham Ginsburg, ad- 
vises the members to please make their 
reservations for seats for the coming 
High Holy Days with the least possible 
delay. This will assure them of choice 
locations. Rosh Hashonah will be ob- 
served on September 28th and 29th 
and Yom Kippur on October 7th. 

The services in the Main synagogue 
will be conducted by Rev, Samuel 
Kantor, assisted by a choir. Rabbi 
Israel H. Levinthal will preach. 

Additional services will be held as 
usual in the auditorium of the building. 

BAR MITZVAHS 

Mr. and Mrs. Herman H. Dushkind 
announce the Bar Mitzvah of Jay 
Irwin Norek, which was held at the 
Center on Saturday, June 15, 1935. 
Heartiest congratulations. 

The Bar Mitzvah of Albert Jarre, 
son of Mr. and Mrs. Louis N. Jaffe, 
will be held at the Center, Saturday, 
June 29, 1935. Congratulations and 
best wishes. 
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THE "ST. CHARLES" IN AMERICAN JEWISH HISTORY 
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which if persisted in will result to 
the great disadvantage of the Jew- 
ish Nation. It also can be of no ad- 
vantage to the general (West In- 
dia) Company but rather damaging. 

There are many of the Nation 
who have lost their possessions at 
Pernambuco and have arrived from 
there in great poverty, and part of 
them have been dispersed here and 
there. So that your petitioners had 
to expend large sums of money for 
the necessaries of life, and through 
lack of opportunity all cannot remain 
here to live. And as they cannot go 
to Spain or Portugal because of the 
Inquisition, a great part of the a- 
foresaid people must in time be 
obliged to depart for other territor- 
ies of their High Mightinesses the 
States-General and their companies, 
in order there, through their labor 
and efforts, to be able to exist under 
the protection of the administrators 
of your honorable directors, observ- 
ing and obeying your Honors' orders 
and commands. 

Yonder land is extensive and 
spacious. The more of loyal people 
that go to live there, the better it is 
in regard to the population of the 
country as in regard to the payment 
of various excises and taxes which 
may be imposed there, and in regard 
to the increase of trade, and also to 
the importation of all the necessaries 
that may be sent there. 

Your Honors should also consider 
that the honorable lords, the burgo- 
masters of the city and the honor- 
able high illustrious mighty lords, 
the States-General, have in political 
matters always protected and con- 
sidered the Jewish Nation as upon 
the same footing as all the inhabi- 
tants and burghers. Also it is con- 
ditioned in the treaty of perpetual 
peace with the King of Spain that 
the Jewish Nation shall also enjoy 
the same liberty as all other inhabi- 
tants of these lands. 

Your Honors should also please 
consider that many of the Jewish 
Nation are principal shareholders in 
the (West India) Company. They 
having always striven their best for 
the (West India) Company, and 
many of their nation have lost im- 
mense and great capital in its shares 
and obligations. 

The (West India) Company has 
by a general resolution consented 



that those who wish to populate the 
colony shall enjoy certain districts 
of land gratis. Why should now 
certain subjects of this state not be 
allowed to travel thither and live 
there ? The French consent that the 
Portuguese Jews may traffic and 
live in Martinique, Christopher and 
others of their territories, whither 
also some have gone from here, as 
your Honors know. The English 
also consent at the present time that 
the Portuguese and Jewish Nation 
may go from London and settle at 
Barbados, whither also some have 
gone. 

As foreign nations consent that 
the Jewish Nation may go to live 
and trade in their territories, how 
can your Honors forbid the same 
and refuse transportation to this 
Portuguese Nation who reside here 
and have been born here and con- 
firmed burghers, and this to a land 
that needs people for its increase ? 

Therefore the petitioners request, 
for the reasons given above (as also 
others which they omit to avoid pro- 
lixity), that your Honors be pleased 
not to exclude but to grant the Jew- 
ish Nation passage to and residence 
in that country ; otherwise this would 
result in a great prejudice to their 
reputation. Also that by an apostille 
and act the Jewish Nation be per- 
mitted, together with other inhabi- 
tants, to travel, live and traffic 
there, and with them enjoy liberty 
on condition of contributing like 
others, &c. which doing &c. 
This petition was granted at Am- 
sterdam in a letter of instructions 
dated April 26, 1655, and sent to Peter 
Stuyvesant, who had written on Sep- 
tember 22, 1654, requesting that the 
Tews "be not allowed further to infect 
and trouble this new colony." 

We would have liked to effectuate 
and fulfill your wishes and request 
that the new territories should no 
more be allowed to be infected by 
people of the Jewish Nation, for we 
foresee therefrom the same difficul- 
ties which you fear, but after having 
weighed and considered the matter, 
we observe that this would be some- 
what unreasonable and unfair, es- 
pecially because of the considerable 
loss sustained by this nation, with 
others, in the taking of Brazil, as 
also because of the large amount of 
capital which they still have invested 



in the shares of this (West India) 
Company. Therefore after many de- 
liberations we have finally decided 
and resolved to apostille upon a cer- 
tain petition presented by said Por- 
tuguese Jews that these people may 
travel and trade to and in New 
Netherland and live and remain 
there, provided the poor among them 
shall not become a burden to the 
company or to the community, but 
be supported by their own nation. 
You will now govern yourself ac- 
cordingly. 

This reply from Amsterdam ended 
the dispute. The Jews made definite 
plans to remain. They rented houses, 
obtained land for a cemetery and or- 
ganized a congregation. Thus, as a 
result of the arrival of the "Saint 
Charles," there occurred the first sub- 
stantial settlement of the Jews in the 
American Colonies. 

AN APPRAISAL OF 
"JUDAISM" 

(Continued from Page 10) 
lectually _ or emotionally "converted," 
but within which he must be "absorb- 
ed." 

At the same time, I am tempted to 
think that this conception of a "Jew- 
ish people" is itself, today, an abstrac- 
tion, land that .-Dr. Levinthal here 
verges very close to Nazi "raceology." 
After all, if I marry a Jewess to-mor- 
row, have I any guarantee that by vir- 
tue of her birth alone she is spiritually 
and consciously "absorbed" in the Jew- 
ish people? She may be, but it does 
not follow automatically. 

In Rabbinic language, what assur- 
ance have we that the born Jew is 
really sensible of Judaism and "dwells 
under the wings of the Shechinah" 
automatically? Absolutely luone. 
Hence, for all practical purposes, it 
becomes a question whether I should 
marry a Jewess who may be uncon- 
scious of Judaism, or a Gentile who, 
though not born within the national 
fold, will nevertheless absorb its essen- 
tial culture. Admittedly, it is a choice 
between imperfections, but none the 
less it is a real and fair question for a 
true Jew. One would have appreciated 
a discussion of this point from so 
honest a teacher as Dr. .Levinthal. 

The Rabbi of the Brooklyn Jewish 
Center has written what is, in my 
opinion, the best modern exposition of 
Judaism in the language. It is a thor- 
oughly splendid work, and its author 
is to be not only congratulated, but 
also most warmly and heartily thanked. 
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THE SHOFAR'S CALL TO 
JEWISH DUTY— A ROSH 
HASHONAH MESSAGE 

AT no time in the last few cen- 
turies was the blast of the Sho- 
far so meaningful to the Jew 
as it shall be this Rosh Hashonah. 
According to Jewish teaching the ori- 
gin of the Shofar is linked with that 
grand Biblical epic of the sacrifice of 
Isaac. It was the summons to Jewish 
sacrifice in behalf of Jewish ideals. 
Alas, the Jew, in most lands, is again 
called to the Akcdah — to the altar of 
sacrifice. Nazi Germany has set the 
pace.' — and the Nazis are gleefully be- 
ing followed in their devilish works 
of hate by disciples in other lands. 
In these tragic times, the Shofar calls 
to us: "To your trenches, O Israel! 
Back to your fortresses of spiritual 
life! Back to the Torah and to the 
Ideals of the Torah!" These are our 
only weapons. Without them we fail ; 
with them we are invincible !" 

May the New Year bring to us and 
to all Israel life and strength, peace 
and blessedness, and above all, the re- 
alization of the great responsibilitv that 
rests upon each and every one of us 
to live for Israel, for Israel's Torah, 
and for Israel's God. 



WE ARE BECOME OR- 
PHANS and FATHERLESS 

NO words can more adequately 
describe the feelings of the 
Jews throughout the world on 
learning the sad news of the death of 
Chief Rabbi Abraham Isaac Kook, of 
Palestine, than these words of the au- 
thor of Lamentations: "We are be- 
come orphans and fatherless !" For 
Rabbi Kook was the spiritual father 
not only of Palestine Jewry, but of 
the Jewries throughout the world. By 
his great intellect, bv his vast knowl- 
edge of all Jewish sources, by his 
serene wisdom, and above all, by his 
unbounded love for the Jewish people 
and for Eretz Israel, he won the es- 
teem of all Jews regardless of party 
or faction. He was one of the spirit- 
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ual giants in Jewish history, one who 
exerted an influence in our day com- 
parable to that enjoyed by the great 
rabbinic masters in ages gone by. Pa- 
lestine will miss him sadly, for he too 
was a Clialutz in the truest sense of 
the term, a pioneer builder of the spirit 
of Israel in the land of Israel. 

—I. H. L. 



AMERICAN DISCRIMINA- 
TIONS and GERMAN 
OUTRAGES 

RECENTLY Westbrook Pegler, 
the columnist of the Scripps- 
Howard newspapers, wrote a 
piece — published in the World-Tele- 
f/ram in New York — denouncing the 
agitation for an American official pro- 
test against the Nazi outrages. 

Pegler is no defendant of the Nazis, 
but he felt that before protesting the 
actions of other nations Americans 
should look into their own affairs. 

"For the atrocities which might be 
cited against the Nazis," he wrote, 
"the Nazis, in retaliation, might be 
able to dig up chapter and verse on 
some exceedingly interesting butcher- 
ies performed on members of the 
American community by Americans 
with the approval of local public opin- 
ion and without stirring the forces of 
the law to action. There are more 
human beings reduced to the status of 
outcast in this country than in Ger- 
many and the Jews, themselves, can 
hardly be oblivious of certain discrim- 
ination, social and otherwise, among 
their American neighbors. . . . 

"It is doubtful that the Nazis in their 
concentration camps can have out-aw- 
fuled the atrocities which occurred in 
the turpentine camps of Florida and 
on the peon farms of Georgia a few 
years ago or the cases of the Negro 
prisoners in one or the other of the 
Carolinas last winter. The Negroes, 
it may be recalled, were locked up in a 
bare shack in cold weather, frozen, 
lost their feet and were finally held 
to blame on the ground that they had 
wrapped their legs in spiral puttees 
which stopped their circulation. 

''There is much home work to be 
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done before the United States will be 
qualified to act as critic-in-chief of the 
world in general." 

This is an argument that has been 
brought up frequently by liberal- 
minded people and its effect is insidi- 
ously damaging because it seems so 
plausible. 

But there is an answer that should 
be acknowledged once for all as liqui- 
dating all such reasoning. 

The answer is this: the violent dis- 
crimination and mistreatment of the 
negro is restricted to the South ; the 
chain-gang outrages are restricted to 
Georgia; both are manifestations of a 
certain section of the population, as 
are any other American racial or so- 
cial injustices which the world might 
point at. 

But the difference between these 
sins and the outrages committed by the 
Nazis is that the Nazi outrages are 
official. The Nazi racial and religious 
policies are part of the governmental 
program ; Negro discrimination in 
America is not. 

Nothing more need be said of the 
situation. It is often difficult for a 
country to control every community 
within its borders. But a country has 
no defense when it legalizes injustices. 

Whenever this wash-your-own-linen- 
first argument comes up this fact 
should be remembered. 

-J. K. 



THE PALESTINE-GERMAN 
TRANSFER AGREEMENT 

LACK of comprehensive informa- 
tion on how the transfer agree- 
ment between the third Reich 
and the Zionist authorities has been 
consumated, makes a fair evaluation 
impossible. Little has been reported 
on the subject at the Zionist Congress 
in Lucerne. Criticism however has 
been heard and demands were made 
by some to nullify this agreement be- 
cause of the organized boycott on 
German merchandise. 

Most of those critics know nothing- 
whatever of the percentage of Jewish 
lives and Jewish properties saved by 
this arrangement. 
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Recent observations indicate a great 
expansion of economic activity and an 
unprecedented increase in Jewish im- 
migration into Palestine. The volume 
of this immigration in the last two 
years has been estimated to exceed 
twice the aggregate number of Jewish 
immigration into all other countries. 
The influx of German Jews into Pales- 
tine, according to Dr. A. Rupin. the 
economic expert of the Zionist Organ- 
ization, was a chief and important fac- 
tor in the rapid economic development 
of that country and has in a large 
measure expanded its economic absorp- 
tive capacity. 

Thirty per cent of all the new in- 
dustrial enterprises in Palestine during 
the last two years have been developed 
by German Jews, who are a class of 
immigrants possessing great industrial 
and commercial ability, energy, re- 
sourcefulness and initiative. They have 
brought into Palestine an aggregate 
capital of approximately forty million 
dollars. Twenty five per cent of those 
immigrants have taken to agriculture 
and were placed in the various newly 
established agricultural settlements all 
along the length and breadth of the 
land. 

Without the transfer agreement, 
this immigration would have been hard- 
ly possible, if not altogether impossible. 

Those of us believing in true Herz- 
lian Zionism, that our energies and ac- 
tivities should be equally directed and 
distributed between the work for Pa- 
lestine and that of the diaspora, feel 
that the transfer agreement is a moral 
and necessary act. It salvages Jewish 
lives and Jewish capital from the as- 
sault of Nazidom. 

It therefore seems to me that the 
agreement should be looked upon in 
the light of Jewish protection rather 
than in the light of a Nazi benefaction. 

Some of the critics who consider 
this pact a breach of ethics, a stigma 
upon the leaders of the Zionist or- 
ganization, forget that the boycott on 
German goods was organized by the 
foremost Zionist leaders, both in A- 
merica and in other countries, that 
this very boycott was intended against 
German merchandise but not against 
German Jews, and that it was only to 
enable thousands of German Jewish 
men, women and children to start life 
anew and give them an economic op- 
portunity, did we make ourselves a 
party to a deal with the present Ger- 
man government. 

No program could more effectively 
destroy the Jewish merchant and Jew- 



ish business in Germany than the Nazi 
government policy which has been 
made effective among the sixty million 
non-Jews, whose needs originally crea- 
ted the Jewish merchant class. It ap- 
pears that there is no salvation for the 
Jewish merchant in Germany except 
in escape. 

This escape is rendered possible by 
the transfer agreement made between 
the German government and the Zion- 
ist authorities charged with the duty 
of settling German Jews in Palestine. 

— Dr. Jos. Feldman 



WHAT DOES THE AMERI- 
CAN JEW READ? 

WE are naturally concerned with 
reading matter of Jewish 
content. This query is oc- 
casioned by the recent demise of the 
Jcii'ish Daily Bulletin. Some of us 
still recall the exciting news of the 
publication of an enlarged Daily Bul- 
letin on January 16, 1934. No less a 
personage than Prof. Albert Einstein 
was called upon to set the first lines 
of type of the "only Jewish daily in 
English". At the editorial helm stood 
that trained and famed journalist, the 
late Herman Bernstein. The list of 
contributors to the daily included fa- 
mous writers of this and other coun- 
tries. And, yet, after a brief struggle 
it passed out of the picture. The an- 
nouncement of its extinction left Amer- 
ican Jewry cold and seemingly uncon- 
cerned. We are not attempting to find 
the reason for its short lived existence. 
Man\- reasons are given for it. The 
fact, however, remains that four mil- 
lion Jews in America were not suffici- 
ently interested to read or to support 
the only attempt to furnish American 
Jewry with a daily publication in the 
English language. 

Nor is the situation more encoura- 
ging when one surveys other Jewish 
publications in this country. The Yid- 
dish dailies are still holding their own, 
although there is no dearth of prophets 
among us who will tell you that their 
days are numbered. The Yiddish 
book is in a deplorable state. The only 
books published are those financed by 
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their proud authors. Anglo-Jewish 
weeklies and monthlies are struggling 
for existence due to lack of readers. 
Jewish life is pulsating with breath- 
taking news, but the Jewish reader 
takes no trouble to find out about it. 
He is content, it seems, with the 
meagre items that filter through the 
English dailies. 

It would be a most interesting study 
if someone would take it upon himself 
to discover what Jewish reading matter 
the American Jew is really interested 
in. Or perhaps he is not interested in 
any ? 



TURNING HOMEWARDS 

IT is said that Dr. Theodor Herzl 
once remarked, in effect : that Anti- 
semitism was chiefly responsible 
for the solidarity of the Jew and for 
his continued existence through gener- 
ations. Paradoxical as it may sound, 
the greater the desire to crush and to 
annihilate all Jews, the stronger be- 
comes each Jew's will to live and to 
fight for the rights of his people. 

We observe this truth in our own 
days. Hitlerism with its preaching of 
race hatred has accomplished wonders 
in cementing the spirit of race con- 
sciousness among the Jews. Many 
among us. hitherto lukewarm to any- 
thing that had a semblance of Jewish- 
ness, are beginning to feel a desire to 
come back to the fold and to associate 
themselves with things Jewish. 

There are undoubtedly tens of thous- 
ands of such among our people in every 
community. They are literally on the 
threshold, waiting to be called in, anxi- 
ous to affiliate themselves with some 
organization, some group or movement, 
where they ma}' feel themselves at 
home as Jews. 

The field is open. All that is neces- 
sary is to do some real missionary 
work. Those of us who are Jew con- 
scious owe it to ourselves to extend to 
these men and women the warm hand 
of brotherliness by giving them the 
opportunity to join the ranks of some 
group in Jewish life. 

Members of the Center should take 
upon themselves the duty of enrolling 
their friends or neighbors as members 
of our institution. The}' will thus help 
them to become an integral part of one 
of the finest awd most alert Jewish in- 
stitutions in this country. 

-J. G. 
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HOW JEWISH ARE THE ETHIOPIANS? 



By EMANUEL M. EDELSTEIN 



THE attention of the world is fo- 
cused upon the north-eastern 
portion of Africa, known in ge- 
ography as Abyssinia and officially 
designated by the rulers of that land 
as Ethiopia. For centuries little more 
than a name this country is now per- 
haps destined to change the map of 
Europe. To those, however, who read 
the Bible and are acquainted with an- 
cient history, Ethiopia, or its Biblical 
ecpiivalent, Cush, at once brings to 
mind many episodes from Jewish his- 
tory, passages from the prophets, which 
indicate that Ethiopia was once a pow- 
erful kingdom and frequently came in 
peaceful contact with the Jews of Pa- 
lestine. II Duce is fond of reminding 
his countrymen that they are descen- 
dants of the ancient Romans. If so, 
the history of Haile Selassie, Emperor 
of Ethiopia, is at least a thousand 
years older. 

The beginnings of Ethiopia, like 
those of Rome or Egypt are wrapped 
in obscurity and legends. The first 
mention of Cush not as the son of 
Noah but as a name of a land appears 
in the Bible in Genesis chapter 2 : "And 
the name of the second river is Gihan 
(Nile), which compasseth the whole 
land of Cush." Then again in Num- 
bers, chapter 12: "And Miriam and 
Aaron spoke against Moses because of 
the Cushite woman, whom he had 
married". This latter statement would 
seem to indicate that during Israel's 
wanderings in the desert Ethiopia was 
already a well-established kingdom, 
similar to Egypt, or at least to Midian. 
An indication of the real greatness and 
power of Ethiopia in Biblical times we 
find in the following passages from 
the prophet Isaiah Chapter 18: "Ah, 
land of the buzzing of wings"- — refer- 
ring to the sail-vessels — "which is be- 
yond the rivers of Ethiopia, that 
sendeth ambassadors by the sea, even 
in the vessels of papyrus upon the 
waters". Again in Ch. 20: when 
Isaiah admonishes his people for seek- 
ing assistance against Assyria not from 
God but from Egypt and Ethiopia, he 
concludes his prophecy : "and they shall 
be dismayed and ashamed, because of 
Ethiopia their expectation, and of 
Egypt their glory". We also find men- 
tion about Ethiopian warriors in Jere- 



miah Ch. 46: "Prance, ye horses, and 
rush madly, ye chariots ; and let the 
mighty men go forth: Cush and Put, 
tliat Handle the shield". 

1 he foregoing quotations furnish 
ample reason to believe, as stated be- 
iore, tnat Ethiopia was in\ Biblical 
times a rich and strong kingdom, and 
that because of her Iriendly associa- 
tions witll Palestine she acquired from 
the latter country many customs and 
modes of living, as well as certain 
characteristic forms of speech, as we 
shall presently point out. 

THE Ethiopian rulers contend that 
they are descendants in a straight 
line from King Solomon. This belief 
has its basis in the story told in First 
Kings, Chapter 10, of the visit of the 
Queen of Sheba to Palestine to as- 
certain the wisdom of Solomon by 
asking him "hard questions or riddles". 
(The Jewish legend has it that Sheba 
is synonymous with Kitor, meaning 
dark, hence equal to Ethiopia, which 
in Greek translation means swarthy- 
iaced ) . There are quite a number of 
fascinating stories and fairy-tales 
woven around this famous meeting of 
two rich and wise rulers. But to quote 
the Bible again : "And Solomon told 
her all her questions ; there was not 
anything hid from the King which he 
told her not. . . . And she gave the 
King a hundred and twenty talents of 
gold, and of spices very great store, 
and precious stones. And King Sol- 
omon gave to the yueen of Sheba 
all her desire, whatsoever she asked, 
beside that which Solomon gave her 
of his royal bounty". 

The Ethiopians elaborate on this 
tale and add that during their Queen's 
sojourn in Palestine the rulers of the 
two lands fell in love with each other, 
and that a son was born to them 
named Menelek (or; lbn el-Hakim, the 
Son of the Wise-man). A problem a- 
rose as to the future upbringing and 
education of this prince : the Jews ob- 
jected to sending Solomon's son to 
grow up among the idolatrous Ethio- 
pians, and the Queen claimed her mo- 
ther's right to her son. A compromise 
was then affected. The royal child was 
permitted to leave with Sheba, but ac- 
companied by the most distinguished 
son from every tribe in Israel, and by 



the priest Azariah, son of the High- 
Priest Zadok. These were sent to live 
in Ethiopia so that the Jewish educa- 
tion of the Prince would be assured. 
The legend also has it that Solomon 
gave to Menilek a duplicate of the 
Holy Ark ( Tabot in Ethiopian, which 
corresponds to the Hebrew word Tcba, 
meaning ark), containing a transcript 
of the Law of Moses, thereby fulfill- 
ing the command expressed in Shema : 
"And thou shalt teach them (the words 
of the Law) diligently unto thy chil- 
dren". According to the Ethiopian tra- 
dition the original tabot or ark brought 
by Menilek is still preserved and kept 
hidden in Debra Zion (Tura Zion, 
mountain of Zion), until it shall be 
restored to its proper place in the 
future temple of Jerusalem. 

THERE is no complete, authentic 
story of Ethiopia and it probably 
will never be written because its own 
literature, old as well as new, is very 
meagre and no traces of ancient ac- 
tivities are to be found anywhere in 
the land. Roughly, however, it may 
be assumed that the Ethiopians were 
always a warring nation. They were 
once conquered by the Egyptians, but in 
the eleventh century B. C. the Ethio- 
pians threw off the yoke of Egypt and 
three centuries later actually held 
Egypt as a conquered land for some 
time. Since then Ethiopia has had a 
great many internal wars and strifes, 
mostly on account of religious differ- 
ences between the various tribes in- 
habiting Ethiopia. All the greatest 
Ethiopian Kings have been adherents 
of the Coptic Christian church of 
Egypt, but there were also Moslem as 
well as Jewish rulers. In about 1000 
A. D. a Jewish princess, Judith, con- 
ceived the plan of imprisoning all the 
members of the royal family and of es- 
tablishing herself in their stead. Her 
plan succeeded and she reigned for 
forty years, transmitting the crown to 
her descendants. Only in the year 
1268 was the kingdom restored again 
to the royal house. 

The term Abyssinia is derived from 
the Arabic word Habesh, "mixed", and 
was a mock name applied by the 
Arabs to the heterogeneous inhabitants 
of Ethiopia. The estimated population 
of about 6,000,000 natives, comprising 
the empire, are mostly of the Hamitic 
family, which has occupied this region 

{Continued on next Page) 
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from the remotest times, though the 
higher classes are now strongly Senii- 
tized. Many of the people are of a 
distinctly negroid type. The majority, 
however, may he descrihed as a mixed 
Hamito-Semitic people, who are in 
general well formed and handsome, 
with straight and regular features, 
lively eyes, hair long and straight or 
somewhat curled and, in color dark 
olive, approaching hlack. They still 
speak rude dialects of the old Uamitic 
tongue, but the official language and 
that of the upper classes, as well as 
the written medium of expression, is 
of Semitic origin, known as Geez. 
Iiaile Selassie always begins his con- 
versations with the famous Hebrew 
phrase "Shalom Aleichem", "Peace be 
unto you." The word God is a much 
used term of Ethiopian speech. Even 
the beggar in the street excuses him- 
self with the remark: "God has given 
us speech for the purpose of begging". 

Among the various groups living in 
Ethiopia there is one known as the 
Khamantas. The origin of their name 
is based on the following story : The 
King of Tigre, soon after his conver- 
sion to Christianity, invaded Amhara. 
He met a people who were neither 
Pagans nor Christians. When asked 
about their religious beliefs the people 
laconically answered: "Kam Anta" (In 
Hebrew — Kmo Atta), as thou. Hence, 
their present name Khamantas. They 
are an industrious, energetic and active 



ROSH HASHONAH 

By Iyda H. Levitt 

A year is begun with the quiet 
Solemnity due the event, 
And shackles which bound us so cruelly 
To old years with old sorrows, are 
rent. 

The hopes which make life worth the 
living, 

With courage to stay and to win, 
Warm visions of gladness and beauty, 

Obliterate thought of all sin. 
The soul is convened with the body, 

The follies of time are rehearsed. 
The joys of the year are recounted, 

And wounds of each yesterday 
nursed. 

Our failures are gone forever 

Into the abyss of the years 
In hand with the spectre of sorrow 

And all its adhering small fears. 
The vear that began in the twilight, 

At dawn brought us strength and 
new hope, 
And Prayer lent the work of tomorrow 

A deep and a reverent scope. 



race, residing in districts where they 
have fine pastures for their cattle and 
very fertile soil. The striking Jewish 
features of many among them lead 
travelers to credit the report which 
assigns to them a Jewish origin. 

King Theodorus, one of the strong- 
est rulers in Ethiopia at the beginning 
of the 19th century, called a special 
meeting of his Grand Council, inten- 
ding to propose that the Khamantas 
be compelled to accept Christianity. 
Several chiefs pointed out to the King 
that this humble race might become 
so proud of their being Christians that 
they would refuse to bring fuel wood 
to Gondar. The project was at once 
abandoned. 

THE Ethiopians are very fond of re- 
citing in great detail the wise ver- 
dict and decisions of their rulers, which 
remind us of similar stories about King 
Solomon. Once, the story goes on, a 
peasant was accidentally killed by a 
company of soldiers. When the case 
came for trial before the King, he ac- 
quitted the soldiers to the great dismay 
of the populace. The King then said : 
"Since it is impossible to prove with 
certainty who the actual murderer was, 
you must either kill me, the father of 
every soldier, or else accept a ransom." 
All applauded the magnanimity of the 
sovereign and dispersed with great 
pride in his wisdom. 

The Ethiopian laws governing mur- 
der cases bear striking resemblances 
to those mentioned in the Bible. When 
a man is convicted of murder, he is 
handed over to the relatives of the 
deceased (Gocl ha-Dani, the avenger 
of the blood), who may either put him 
to death or accept a ransom. If the 
murderer does not possess the requisite 
amount, he is chained to a relation of 
the deceased, and obliged to beg till 
he has collected the stipulated sum. In 
many cases the murderer may elude 
the violent rage of his pursuers by 
taking refuge in a church (similar to 
the "taking hold of the Altar"), or he 
may retire, if he is swift enough, to 
another province, the boundaries of 
which are well denned, in imitation of 
the Hebrew "Cities of refuge". The 
avengers of blood dare not pass these 
boundaries with hostile intent, and the 
murderer stays there until the priests 
may negotiate with the relatives of the 
deceased. 

One day an interesting case came 
before the present ruler of Ethiopia. 
A young girl was strolling in the streets 
of' Adis Ababa, the capitol of the 
country. A man who was gathering 



fruit in the top of a tree slipped, fell 
on the girl and killed her. The family 
demanded a life for a life. Haile con- 
sented, but on condition that the girl's 
father kill the man in the same manner 
that he killed the girl. The family 
then concluded it would rather accept 
a ransom. 

The funeral ceremonies and the 
mourning of the bereaved in Ethiopia 
also have many Jewish characteristics. 
The corpse is washed and dressed in 
white, the priests meanwhile chanting 
portions of Psalm 119. One of the 
priests on the receipt of a coin formally 
absolves the deceased, similar to the 
Jewish Eil Malci Rachmim. After 
the body is lowered into the grave the 
concluding verses of the above chapter 
are chanted and the mourners now 
retire to the home of the deceased, 
where every morning for a whole week 
a wailing ceremony is repeated (sitting 
Shivah). During this period the 
friends and neighbors of the bereaved 
consider it a good and meritorious act 
to provide all the wants of the mourn- 
ers. At the expiration of a month the 
Tascar ( Yfekor) , or banquet for the 
dead is celebrated. The commemora- 
tive feast is repeated once every 
twelve-months ( YaJirzeit ) . 

In general, the religion of most of 
the Ethiopians is of a primitive and 
superstitious nature. They believe in 
a supreme Being and the existence of 
a future state. The Aboona, or High- 
Priest, is a representative of God on 
this earth and his word is law to every 
Ethiopian. 

There is a tribe living now in Ethio- 
pia, who should command the particu- 
lar attention of the Jews. Reference 
is here made to the Falashas. The 
(Continued on Page 14) 



MADHOUSE RELIGION 

By Xatiialia Crane 

THERE is news of a madhouse re- 
_ ligion, 

Where a god does a goosestep or 
two ; 

Where Hitler's a babe in a cradle 
And the devil is any poor Jew. 

The Bible remodeled in Prussia, 
The sepulchre copied in tin 

With Nazareth Unter der Linden 
Jerusalem known as Berlin. 

(On a visit to the Brooklyn Jewish 
Center some time ago the father of the 
young poetess who has received so 
much attention revealed that her mo- 
ther was Jewish. — Editor.) 
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MEN and WOMEN of the ZIONIST CONGRESS - 

WE SALUTE YOU! 



By HARRY A. HARRISON 



MEN and women of the World 
Zionist Congress — I, and mil- 
lions of other Jews all over 
the world, salute you! Long may you 
flourish amid your loved ones to whom 
you have just returned, like the green 
bay tree ! Now, not for nothing do we 
call down the blessings of Heaven upon 
you. But' you have wrought better 
than you knew — aye, better than we 
had dared to hope. For this, we are 
indeed grateful. 

Frankly, even before the Shekel cam- 
paign started in June, we ordinary- 
Jews — we rank and file Zionists — 
looked forward with annoyance and 
aversion to a campaign of parties in 
Israel. Why must there be warring 
groups in such a grand, ennobling cause 
— in the rebuilding of Palestine as a 
homeland for a people that has been 
forced to wander over the face of the 
globe for almost two thousand years ? 
Why — with such savage persecution 
rite in so many countries of Europe, 
Asia and Africa, must the very victims 
of that hellish persecution, divide them- 
selves into Laborites, Alizrachi-ites, 
Groups A and B, and other disrupting 
categories? Can, there be no unity 
among Jews even when the flashing 
sword and stark hunger are their in- 
evitable lot ? 

These questions, and more, troubled 
us. It is true that when the United 
States, this glorious country of ours, 
was established, there was strong div- 
ersitv of opinion among its inhabitants. 
And when the Constitutional Conven- 
tion was held in Philadelphia in 1787, 
it took almost four months of constant 
arguments among our most illustrious 
patriots before the new constitution 
could be fashioned. But the dangers 
that faced the new American republic 
in 1787 were nothing compared to the 
awful fate that hangs over weary Is- 
rael in 1935. And the Jewish sky 
becomes more and more clouded every 
hour by the unremitting fanaticism 
and the unrelenting bigotry of our 
far-flung enemies. Is this the time for 
bickering and factionalism ? 

Such were our depressed thoughts 
when, from the four corners of the 
earth, you gathered in Switzerland 
last month. Nor were we reassured 



by the early bulletins which emanated 
from the Congress and were published 
in the daily newspapers. "Labor has 
majority of delegates". And so on. 
Despairingly, — and so on. 

L'ut finally came the heartening news 
that the Congress had closed its ses- 
sions in a burst of glory, with differ- 
ences adjusted, and with constructive 
legislation adopted. At last, peace in 
the Zionist ranks ! 

Now — peace may mean many things. 
And it may be bought at too high a 
price. There is that peace which re- 
sults from slavish submission to the 
superiority of numbers. Yet at the 
Congress at Lucerne, although Labor 
had a working majority, wisely and 
generously did not attempt to coerce 
the other delegates into advocating its 
ow policies. "Not by strength, nor 
by might, but by MY spirit" seemed 
to guide your deliberations. 

MIZRACHI, too, displayed states- 
manship of a high order in its 
justly-determined effort to safe-guard 
the sanctity of the Sabbath in Eretz 
Israel. An irreverent Holy Land, fla- 
grantly disregarding the cardinal prin- 
ciples of our faith, would be a horrible 
negation of all that our ancestors had 
prayed for and sacrificed for through- 
out the centuries. Zion without the 
Torah would be a hollow mockery, con- 
troverting the prophetic utterance, "For 
from Zion shall go forth the Law". 
And Labor, realizing that without a 
weekly day of rest, the Jew would sink- 
gradually to the level of the beast of 
burden, and would remain ignorant of 
that culture and civilization which alone 
justify his existence, had the vision to 
cooperate in evolving a possible solu- 
tion to this vital problem-. 

"Zion must be redeemed through 
righteousness" thunders the Bible. 
Nor would any honorable Jew have 
us act otherwise. And so the just and 
friendly treatment of the Arabs duly 
occupied your thoughts. Not for us 
to mete out to others the injustices 
that have been inflicted upon us from 
time immemorial. 

Nor was that all that demanded your 
earnest contemplation and decision.The 
deep-seated yet ever-growing menace of 



those grasping, greedy Israelites who 
refuse to employ any fellow-Jews sole- 
ly because cheap Arab labor enriches 
their coffers; England's restriction of 
Jewish immigration, at the same time 
freely permitting hordes of Arabs 
from the surrounding countries to flock 
into Palestine ; the J Iigh Commis- 
sioner's unreasonable insistence upon 
a legislative assembly even though a 
tremendous number of the Arabs is 
illiterate and not politically-minded; — 
these problems, too, required a will and 
a foresight of deepest calibre. To bait 
and taunt and flout England would 
have assuaged our righteous indigna- 
tion and mitigated our keen disappoint- 
ment. But would it have furthered 
our dreams of a rejuvenated, ever- 
growing Eretz Israel ? 

All hail to you, also, for your 
handling of that grim and evil threat, 
the German problem ! To protect the 
lives of our brothers threatened with 
worse than death, and at the same time 
revealing in no uncertain terms to the 
Gentile world our complete abhorrence 
and our everlasting enmity to every- 
thing Hitler and his satanic crew stand 
for, necessitated a counsel and a wis- 
dom of transcending order. Too, it 
would have been a simpler matter to 
have settled the question of the trans- 
fer of German refugee property into 
Palestine, by forbidding such an ar- 
rangement and by condemning such 
refugees either to remain in Germany 
as outcasts and pariahs, or else to 
crawl to Eretz Israel as paupers and 
public charges. But you took the 
broader view, not hesitating to at- 
tempt to counteract the machinations 
of those soul-less Jews who would 
gleefullv profit by the misfortune of 
the House of Israel. And your casti- 
gation of those harpies who would 
fatten on the sufferings of the Jewish 
race by engaging in nefarious specula- 
tion in Palestinian land, showed your 
clear awareness of the imminent dan- 
ger of possessing a country of City- 
Jews, instead of having a rural popu- 
lation consisting of farmers cultivating 
their own soil, by their own efforts. 

MEN and women of the World 
Zionist Congress ! Three thou- 
sand years ago, wise old King Solomon 
said, "Of the making of many books 
(Continued on Page 15) 
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THE PASSING OF A SAINT 



By RABBI LOUIS HAMMER 



THERE are great moments in life, 
that stand out like mountain 
peaks. No matter how far re- 
moved we are in time and space, we 
see them clearly and vividly. They 
leave indelible impressions upon the 
mind. 

It is such a moment that I experi- 
enced in the Spring of 1924, when, 
at the Brooklyn Jewish Center, I heard 
an address bv the venerable Chief 
Rabbi of Palestine. Abraham Isaac 
Hacohen Kook. Eleven years have 
passed but the memory of it has not 
faded. To this day, it seems to me. 1 
see the impressive figure, the benign 
expression, the prophetic look and I 
hear the profound thoughts couched 
in mellifluous, poetic language. It was 
not a mere speech, address or sermon 
that Rabbi Kook delivered. It was a 
divinely inspired message uttered by 
a modern prophet. 

If such an impression could be left 
in a short moment, how great must 
have been the influence he exerted up- 
on the people with whom he came in 
daily contact for almost thirty years? 
No wonder, then, that all Palestineis 
steeped in mourning, that some W,VUU 
men, women and children lined the 
streets as the funeral procession passed. 
The foremost leaders of world Jewry 
who were assembled at Lucerne. Switz- 
erland, for the Zionist Congress, paus- 
ed in their deliberations to shed bitter 
tears over his passing. Jewry the 
world over feels bereaved. 

What made this man so universally 
admired, honored and beloved? It was 
because he admirably exemplified the 
lewish spirit. He was the embodiment 
of our finest national traits, the incar- 
nation of our noblest ideals and as- 
pirations. In him were beautifully 
blended the spirit of antiquity and 
modernity, of age and youth. It ^yas 
for that reason that he could bring 
into harmonious cooperation fathers 
and sons, men of different views and 
divergent opinions. He numbered 
among his friends and admirers the 
strictly orthodox as well as the extreme 
liberals. The former revered him for 
his scholarship and saintliness, the lat- 
ter loved him for his broadmindedness 
and tolerance. He was a source! of in- 
spiration, a tower of strength and a 
mighty unifying force in modern Pa- 
lestine. 

Rabbi Kook was regarded as the 
greatest Talmudic scholar of this age 



and the foremost authority on Jewish 
Law. This vast erudition he acquired 
through a lifetime of study. Born in 
Graiva, near Dvinsk. Latvia, he began 
his studies at the tender age of four. 
At six he had already mastered the 
greater part of the Bible and com- 
menced the study of Talmud. Here 
he showed remarkable aptitude and in 
early youth came to be regarded as an 
"Iluy" (extraordinary genius) by his 
teachers, who were among the leading 
scholars of the day. As he advanced 
in his studies his fame spread. He 
was called to several rabbinical posi- 
tions in Russia. In 1904 he became 
Rabbi in Jaffa, Palestine, where he 
remained till 1916. He was then in- 
vited to occupy a pulpit in London. 
After three years he was recalled to 
Palestine to become the Chief Rabbi 
of the Holy Land, a position which he 
held until his death. 

True to Jewish tradition he was not 
satisfied merely with the attainment 
of scholarship. His aim was to dis- 
seminate learning. This goal he a- 
chieved when he established the great 
Yeshiva in Palestine which bears his 
name, and over which he presided. It 
isi now the most famous Yeshiva in 
the Holy Land. He also presided over 
the Beth-din Hagodol, which since 
192S has been considered the Jewish 
Supreme Court of Palestine. In this 
capacity he revealed his learning, wis- 
dom and ingenuity. His decisions 
were hailed as masterly and as par- 
taking of the wisdom of Solomon's 
judgment. 

FAMOUS as Rabbi Kook was as a 
scholar, he was equally renowned 
for his piety and saintliness. It was 
said of him that he was more pious 
than the Shukhau Orucli (The Code of 
Orthodox Ritual). He observed not 
only the minutiae of Jewish law but 
of Jewish custom as well. Yet he was 
not extreme or fanatic. He did not 
attempt to impose his strict conduct 
upon others. On the contrary, he was 
very liberal in his interpretation of 
Jewish Law. It was mainly through 
his decisions that labor was permitted 
in Palestine during the Sabbatical 
Year (Shniitah). In this respect he 
was a disciple of the famous sage 
llillel, who believed that law must be 
adapted to life. 



One might think that a man engaged 
in scholarly pursuits would lead a her- 
mit-like and cloistered existence. But 
not so Rabbi Kook. He did not con- 
fine himself to the ''Four ells of the 
Halacha." He actively participated in 
Jewish life. He spent much time and 
energy in raising funds for schools 
and academies not only in Palestine 
but in the diaspora as well. His trip 
to America in 1924 was for that pur- 
pose. But what engrossed his atten- 
tion in particular was the upbuilding 
of Palestine. This love for the Holy 
Land became a passion with him. It 
transcended every other interest. In 
his early manhood, when still in Rus- 
sia, he became a member of the Cho- 
Z'Cvcl Zion (Lovers of Zion) move- 
ment, at a time when such affiliation 
by an Orthodox Rabbi was looked upon 
askance and fraught with danger. 
When in 1924 he came to Palestine 
he threw himself heart and soul into 
the work of building and restoration. 
He encouraged colonization and ac- 
tively participated, together with a few 
other Jews, in founding the settlement 
that later grew into the famous city 
of Tel Aviv. 

IT was this love for Palestine and the 
desire for its restoration and re- 
habilitation, that made him so humane 
and tolerant towards the Halutzim. 
When on one occasion complaints were 
brought to him that the pioneers were 
not observant and that they violated 
Jewish law, he replied : "When Solo- 
mon was building the Temple, ordi- 
nary workmen, carpenters, masons, 
etc.. were permitted to enter the Holy 
of Holies, a place where not even the 
High Priest could enter at all times." 
Building Palestine he thereby implied, 
was a sacred work, the greatest mits- 
ieoh. Since the Halutzim had that 
merit to their credit, he was tolerant 
and condoned their laxity. In time, 
he hoped, matters would adjust them- 
selves. 

In spite of his rare genius and val- 
uable attainments, he was modest and 
humble. His humility showed itself 
recently when Palestine Jewry was 
preparing to celebrate his seventieth 
birthday. He summoned the members 
of the arrangements committee and 
made them promise not to hold any 
{Continued on Page 14) 
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WILL THE UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 
PROTEST AGAINST NAZI PERSECUTIONS? 



An Interview with Congressman Emanuel Celler 
By JOSEPH KAYE 



CAN the Jews of America hope 
that the government of the 
United States will officially pro- 
test against the Nazi racial and re- 
ligious oppression? 

They can hope, but the chances of 
this hope being realized, are small. 

This was the impression gained 
from a talk with Congressman Eman- 
uel Celler, who has been most active 
in Washington in the cause of arousing 
national sympathy for the plight of his 
German brethren. 

"Any number of resolutions protes- 
ting Germany's actions have been of- 
fered in Congress by both Jews and 
gentiles," he said, "but when they 
were referred to the Foreign Affairs 
Committee — as they naturally would 
be — they were choked off by Congress- 
man McReynolds, of Tennessee, the 
Chairman, under instructions from the 
State Department." 

In the State Department the Assis- 
tant Secretary Carr is against such 
resolutions, and Mr. Carr is influential 
enough to have his way. He has been 
in the department for twenty-five 
years. 

Incidentally, Mr. Carr is not sympa- 
thetic to the Roosevelt regime. 

Another obstacle in the way of an 
official protest is that certain degree of 
indifference which people have towards 
things which do not immediately con- 
cern them. Until the religious perse- 
cution of the Nazis struck the Catho- 
lics; acutely, Mr. Celler says, there was 
no great depth of indignation in Con- 
gressional circles against the barbarism 
of the German government. Mr. Cel- 
ler thinks that this condition is quite 
normal. And of course it is. It is 
they who are injured who cry first. 

The Washington situation ought to 
serve as an object lesson to those 
among the Jewish leaders who have 
been orating for a "United Front" and 
blaming the continued; German po- 
groms on the independent protest ac- 
tions of the Jews. If the Jews had 
united with the Catholics, with the 
Protestants, with the Masons, with 
the Marxists, they say, the resulting 
avalanche would have made itself felt 
in Munich and Berlin. 



The fact is that no protest against 
an outrage can be as forceful as the 
protest of the victim. When there are 
several victims the accumulation of in- 
dividual protests, each made penetra- 
ting by hurts actually felt, gain the 
strength necessary to impress. 

Mr. Celler believes that Jews and 
their sympathizers have been pussy- 
footing too much to date. It is time 
that they rose up to real action. 

"Don't you think they run the risk 
of antagonizing non-Jews in this coun- 
try by this activity?" the writer asked 
the Congressman, bearing in mind the 
man}' warnings to this effect issued by 
leaders. 

"No, I don't," replied Mr. Celler. 
"Most Congressmen are not Jews, and 
sentiment must be created." 

The sentiment Mr. Celler refers to 
is the sentiment that would bring the 
country generally to a realization of 
the crimes perpetrated by the Nazi 
government against Jews. 

The President, Mr. Celler is con- 
vinced, is in favor of an official pro- 
test. The Congressman understood 
this from several talks he had with 
Mr. Roosevelt, and from the incident 
of the letter which Acting Secretary 
of State Phillips wrote to a group of 
Jewish leaders pleading for an Amer- 
ican word to Germany against the 
persecutions. 

THIS letter, the first official expres- 
sion in the matter, was addressed to 
representatives of the American Jew- 
ish Congress, the American Jewish 
Committee, the B'Nai Brith, and the 
Jewish Labor Committee. The text 
was as follows : 
"Sirs: 

I have given careful study to the 
views embodied in the letter of July 
26 last, which you presented on behalf 
of the American Jewish Congress, The 
American Jewish Committee, the B'nai 
Brith and the Jewish Labor Committee, 
with respect to the recent occurrences 
affecting various religious and racial 
groups there. 

I fully understand your solicitude 
regarding the experiences which these 
groups are reported to be suffering in 
Germany. The concepts of religious 



freedom and liberty of conscience for 
all constitute the most fundamental 
principles of our own civilization and 
political faith. This being so, the A- 
merican people are always sympathetic 
to the maintenance of those concepts 
in the United States as well as other 
nations. 

Very truly yours, 
William Phillips, 

Acting Secretary." 

THIS letter, at the President's re- 
quest, was given to Mr. Celler to 
make use of in an address before it 
was made public. 

In conversation with the Congress- 
man, Mr. Roosevelt told him that he 
had revised the note himself, and that 
zvhen it was sent to him originally it 
u>as in a much milder form. 

The President of the United States 
has of course the right to make a pro- 
test without sanction of Congress, and 
Mr. Celler believes that so far as Mr. 
Roosevelt personally is concerned the 
protest will come if the situation in 
Germany should be aggravated by 
some new brutality. 

It is only an official protest through 
Congress and the State Department 
that Mr. Celler is doubtful of. 

Mr. Hull, the Secretary of State, is 
also sympathetic, Mr. Celler believes, 
though this seems paradoxical in view 
of the attitude of the State Depart- 
ment so far. Mr. Hull's wife, it will 
surprise many to know, is Jewish. 

It has always been an intriguing 
question as to how Secretary of the 
Treasury Morgenthau stood in regard 
to a governmental protest to Germany. 
Some have surmised that he takes the 
well-known position of a certain sec- 
tion of Jewry that such an American 
action would be detrimental to the 
Jewish-gentile relationship here. 

Mr. Celler does not know what Mr. 
Morgenthau's attitude is. Mr. Mor- 
genthau, to his knowledge, has not dis- 
cussed the matter. 

One of Mr. Celler's activities in 
Washington during the final weeks of 
the Congressional session was to intro- 
duce a resolution to prohibit the grant- 
ing by the government of funds to 
defray the expenses of the American 
athletes journeying to represent their 
country at the Olympic in German} - . 
(Continued on Page 15) 
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Hassidism Finds An English Historian 

AREVIEWOFDR. MINKIN'S VIVID PORTRAYAL OF A GREAT RELIGIOUS MOVEMENT 



By DR. ISRAEL H. LEVINTHAL 



JEWISH literature has been en- 
riched the past month by the ap- 
pearance of a notable work, which 
adds lustre to its author and which is 
being acclaimed as a classic study of 
the fascinating subject of Hassidism. 

No movement in Jewish religious 
life has had such a remarkable influ- 
ence on its adherents as this mystic, 
revolutionary uprising of two centur- 
ies ago. At the beginning of the nine- 
teenth century, less than fifty years 
after the death of Rabbi Israel Baal 
Shem Tob, the picturesque founder 
of the movement, Hassidism was the 
dominant faith of the majority of Jews 
in Eastern Europe. It influenced every 
aspect of Jewish life,— religious, cult- 
ural, social — and yet it must be said 
that until a generation ago, no true 
appraisal of this great movement was 
even attempted. In the latter years 
notable works did appear in Hebrew 
and in German, but English readers 
were still denied a real study of its 
history, its teachings, its contributions 
and its failures. The unforgettable 
Solomon Schechter did give us a 
glimpse into the nobler aspects of 
Hassidism in one of his fine essays, 
but it was only a glimpe. 

It is therefore a joyous event that 
we have now in the English language 
a work of which it may be said with- 
out exaggeration that it is the finest, 
clearest, most authoritative and most 
vivid portrayal of Hassidism that has 
as vet appeared. 

The book, "The Romance of Has- 
sidism", may be read for its style 
alone, for the pages seem to recall the 
pen of a Ludwig Lewisohn, and the 
happy phrases and epigrams make you 
think that you are reading Zangwill. 
What depth of meaning in such sen- 
tences as: "Mysticism is only poetry 
touched with the sense of God", "To 
the mysteries of life and death must 
be added the mystery of human char- 
acter". "Dancing is religion conceived 
rythmically". 

' But the book, though stylistically of 
the highest order, holds you by its 
dramatic tale of the movement from 
its very inception down to our own 
day. It starts even before the ap- 
pearance of the Baal Shem. In the 
introductory chapter, termed "The 
Mvstic Flight", the author traces the 



growth and the development of Jewish 
mysticism from its earliest days — from 
the Bible era — down throughout the 
heyday of Kabbala, in the days of 
Rabbi Israel of Medziboz. And then 
through picturesque studies of the 



founder and the other great person- 
alities who led this movement, he re- 
veals to us a panorama of Jewish life 
in Eastern Europe that holds you spell- 
bound on every page. 

(Continued on Page 14) 



RESOLUTION BARRING U. S. OLYMPIC MONEY 

(This is tlic text of the resolution introduced by Mr, Celler in Congress. It 
is an unusual document and will prove of historic value.) 

74th CONGRESS— 1st Session— H. J. RES. 381 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
August 15, 1935 

Mr. Celler introduced the following joint resolution ; which was referred to 
the Committee on Foreign Affairs and ordered to be printed : 

JOINT RESOLUTION 

To prohibit the allotment of funds for participation of American athletes in 
the Olympic Games to be held in Germany. 

Whereas the German Government has studiously discriminated against Catho- 
lics, Jews, liberal Protestants, and Masons; and 

Whereas such discrimination has assumed the cruel form of insults, ostra- 
cisms, pogroms, and outrages beyond description, so that male and female 
American participants in the Olympic Games who happen to be Catholics, 
Jews, Masons, or of certain Protestant denominations, risk possible attacks 
upon their persons and property by those poisoned by the German Govern- 
ment propaganda ; and 

Whereas Catholics, Jews, Masons, and certain Protestants, although comprising 
more than one-third of Germany's population, have not even a remote 
chance of training, competing, or qualifying for membership on the Ger- 
man teams ; and 

Whereas many American contestants of the proscribed race or religion, running 
or competing in a dead heat with a German, might incite the spectators to 
riot and rowdyism; and 

Whereas the Reich has permitted and abetted unsportsmanlike indignities on 
many of its people, and therefore, firstly, similar indignities might be in- 
flicted on American contestants or spectators, male and female, in the 
arenas or on Kurfuerstendam ; and, secondly, Americans may be denied 
equality and fairness of treatment in the games held under the auspices 
of the German officials and thus encourage similar unsportsmanlike and 
cowardly practices; and, thirdly, American sportsmen should not defile 
themselves by association with adherents of a government so intolerant 
and so unsportsmanlike; and 

Whereas the principles of true sportsmanship betoken equality and fraternity 
and fairness: Therefore be it 

1 Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 

2 States of America in Congress assembled, That in order to discourage 

3 American participation in the Olympic Games to be held in Germany, and 

4 as a protest against the unsportsmanlike attitude of the Reich, no public 

5 or semipublic funds, such as Public Works Administration moneys, inclu- 

6 ding the $4,880,000,000 heretofore appropriated, shall be allotted or used 

7 to defray expenses of any American athletes to participate in the Olympic 

8 Winter 'Games to be held in the Garmisch, Partenkirchen» Germany, 

9 February 6 to 16, 1936, or in the games of the Eleventh Olympiad, to 
10 be held in Berlin, Germany, August 1 to 16, 1936. 
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Activities in the Brooklyn Jewish Center 



INSTITUTE OF JEWISH STUDIES FOR 
ADULTS TO OPEN OCTOBER 1st 

The third season of the Institute of 
Jewish Studies for Adults will begin 
with an Opening Convocation of all 
classes on Tuesday evening", October 
1st. at 8:30 o'clock, promptly. 

Rabbi Levinthal, the Director of the 
Institute, is pleased to announce that 
Rev. Dr. Isidor Meyers will this year 
give the courses in Jewish History and 
Jewish Religion. Rabbi Meyers is a 
graduate of the Jewish Theological 
Seminary and is a candidate for his 
Ph. D. degree from Columbia Uni- 
versity, specializing in the field of his- 
tory. He also did special graduate 
work in history at the University of 
Berlin and at the Hebrew University 
in Jerusalem under a graduate Fellow- 
ship which he received from the Sem- 
inary. 

In addition to the Hebrew staff of 
last year, we are very fortunate to have 
Miss Betty Ungar, a graduate of the 
Hebrew Institute of Cleveland, Ohio, 
and a member of the faculty of the 
Center Academy; and Miss Lillie Ru- 



( Reprinted from the Brooklyn Times- 
Union) 

THE wise parent of today, looking 
toward a future which is most 
uncertain, will ask himself, 
"What can I give my child which will 
fit him better than I am fitted to meet 
a changing world ? What form shall 
his schooling take?" 

A modern school must teach all the 
old subjects and many new ones, but 
it must evaluate those subjects in the 
light of modern needs. Geography and 
history have of necessity changed dur- 
ing the past generation and their stud}' 
*hould not be concerned with petty in- 
terests of State boundaries and sources 
of rivers when there is so much of 
national interest to learn. 

Arithmetic, which was once the very 
foundation of the school, has been 
found through scientific studies to be 
of little value in everyday life. Today 
science, literature and good language 
have grown steadily in the needs of 
modern American life. So the school 



bee, a graduate of Hunter College and 
a post graduate student of the Teachers 
Institute of the Jewish Theological 
Seminary and also at Teachers College. 
The course in Jewish Current Events 
and Contemporary Jewish Problems 
will be given by Mr. Lester Lyons, a 
graduate of City College and of Col- 
umbia University Law School, who 
has made a special study of these sub- 
jects. 

The other members of the staff, who 
gave courses last year and who will 
continue their work this season are: 
Dr. Michael Digger, Benjamin Hirsh, 
Emanuel M. Edelstein, Mrs. J. Serbin 
Beder, Miss Irene Bush, Louis J. Gri- 
betz, and Cyrus Levinthal. 

SEASON'S FORUM TO OPEN 
OCTOBER 28th 

The Forum and Education Commit- 
tee, of which Mr. Max Herzfeld is 
chairman, has set aside Monday eve- 
ning, October 28th for the opening of 
this season's weekly Forums. The 
Forum will continue on Monday eve- 
nings throughout the season. 



which is modern will build its curricu- 
lum on values, not tradition. 

In the Center Academy of the 
Hrooklyn Jewish Center Hebrew is 
stressed, but whatever the language 
may be it should be taught so that it 
is built around real interests. It should 
be taught through history, art and the 
other cultural subjects and as a means 
to further study. 

Above all, it should fit into the gen- 
eral scheme of the school. If the chil- 
dren in a certain group are studying 
about dairying the Hebrew, too, cen- 
ters around the study of dairying. Any 
language to be part of a child's life and 
become a medium of conversation 
should follow his interests ; be express- 
ed in many forms — music, stories, 
dramatics — and be part of a large 
general plan. 

Xo subject should be given to a 
child unless it provides for his greater 
happiness and value. The school should 
show him the world and his own part 
in that world. 



Plans are now being made for a most 
interesting season of lectures to be 
delivered by men and women, promi- 
nent in every field of human endeavor. 
The list of speakers engaged for the 
season will be announced in subsequent 
issues of our publication. 

COURSE LECTURES TO BE GIVEN 
ON WEDNESDAY EVENINGS 

Under the auspices of the Forum 
and Education Committee, courses will 
be given at the Center on Wednesday 
evenings during the season. 

The committee hopes to arrange a 
number of interesting subjects dealing 
with problems of psychology, philoso- 
phy, literature, drama, etc. 

Watch for further details which will 
appear in the Center publication. 

CENTER TO HOLD FIRST CONSE- 
CRATION SERVICE NEXT SHABUOTH 

An innovation that will undoubtedly 
be welcomed by all our members is 
the contemplated Consecration Service 
which we hope to have in our Center 
for the first time next Shabuoth. 

Rabbi Levinthal has engaged a 
special instructor who will lead the 
group of girls, and prepare them dur- 
ing the year for this momentous event 
in their lives. The group will meet 
every Sunday morning and will get 
a thorough grounding in the principles 
of the Jewish Religion and a fine sur- 
vey of the important events in Jewish 
History. 

The class is now being organized. 
Girls who have graduated from the 
Center Hebrew School and from the 
Center Academy are eligible at once. 
Graduates of our Sunday School, and 
all other girls at least 13 years of age 
who have had Jewish instruction at 
home, and are ready to do extra work 
during the year will also be eligible. 

There will be a nominal charge for 
this instruction, including preparation 
for the Consecration Service on Sha- 
buoth, of $6.00 for Center members 
and $10.00 for non -members. The 
first session of the group will be held 
on Sunday morning, October 27///, at 
10:00 o'clock. 

Applicants should see Dr. Levinthal, 
at the Center, on Sundav mornings for 
further information. 



TEACHING HEBREW to the MODERN CHILD 

By ALICE M. BRENNAN 

Director of the Center Academy 
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GREETINGS FROM THE OFFICERS 

The officers of the Center take this 
means of wishing the members of the 
institution a year blessed with health, 
happiness and contentment. 

We are grateful to all the men and 
women composing the large Center fa- 
mil}' for their cooperation during the 
past year. We shall look forward hope- 
fully to continued support which will 
enable the institution to continue its 
useful and praiseworthy activities. 

Lcshono Tovo Tikosevu ! 

Joseph M. Schwartz, 

President 

Henry Seineel, Vicc-Persident 
Hyman Aaron, Vice-President 
Max Herzfeld, Secretary 
Benjamin J. Kline, Treasurer 

ROSH HASHONAH GREETINGS 

Rabbi and Mrs. Israel H. Levinthal 
extend to the families of the officers, 
trustees, directors and members, as well 
as to all of the various staffs of the 
Center, their sincerest prayers and best 
wishes for a very Happy New Year. 
May the new year mark the end of 
sorrow for our people and the dawn 
of a new era of peace and blessedness. 

GREETINGS FOR THE NEW YEAR 

In behalf of the entire staff, I want 
to extend to all the officers, directors 
and members of the Brooklyn Jewish 
Center and their families cordial greet- 
ings and best wishes on the occasion of 
the New Year. 

Joseph Goldberg, 
Administrative Director 

THE SISTERHOOD'S NEW YEAR 
GREETING 

in behalf of the officers of the Sis- 
terhood, I want to extend to all mem- 
bers of our organization and their 
families sincere wishes for a New Year 
filled with happiness and contentment. 

We are looking forward to an active 
season of activities in which we hope 
to have the fullest cooperation of all 
members of our Sisterhood. 

Mrs. Phillip Brenner, 

President 

CONGRATULATIONS 

Congratulations are hereby exten- 
ded to Mr. Abraham Rosenfeld of 272 
Schaeffer Street upon his engagement 
to Miss Ruth Siegel on September 15. 



FINAL REMINDER FOR RESERVA- 
TIONS OF HOLIDAY SEATS 

The High Holy Days are fast ap- 
proaching and we want to remind our 
members and their friends to imme- 
diately arrange for their tickets for the 
coming High Holy Days. 

The services in the main synagogue 
will be conducted by Rev. Samuel Kan- 
tor, assisted by the well-known Oscar 
Julius choir. Dr. Levinthal will speak. 

Additional services in the auditorium 
will be conducted by Rev. William 
Singer. Mr. Benjamin Hirsh, a mem- 
ber of the faculty, will speak. 

ROSH HASHONAH AND YOM 
KIPPUR SERVICES 

Services for Rosh Hashonah will be 
held in our main synagogue and Au- 
ditorium on Friday and Saturday 
evenings, September 27th and 28th, at 
7 :00 P. M. and Saturday and Sunday 
mornings, September 28th and 29th, 
at 7 :00 A. M. 

The sermons will be preached at 
about 10:30 A. M. 

Yom Kippur services will be held 
on Sunday evening, October 6th, at 
5 :45 P. M. and on Monday morning, 
October 7th, at 7:00 A. M. 

Memorial Services will take place 
Monday morning, October 7th, at 
11:00 A. M. 

SLICHOS SERVICES THIS SATURDAY 
AT MIDNIGHT 

Slichos Services will be chanted in 
our main Synagogue this Saturday 
night, September 21st, at 12:30 sharp. 

The services will be conducted by 
Rev. Samuel Kantor, assisted by the 
well-known Oscar Julius choir. 

All members and their friends are 
cordially invited to attend. 

ANNUAL SIMCHAS TORAH DINNER 

The social season will formally open 
with our Annual Simchas Torah Din- 
ner to be held Sunday evening, Oc- 
tober 20th. 

Reservations are now accepted at 
$3.00 per person. 

The Social Committee, under the 
leadership of its chairman. Mr. Mau- 
rice Bernhardt, is making elaborate 
plans for a most interesting and enjoy- 
able affair. In addition to an excellent 
meal served by Messrs. Kotimsky and 
Tuchman, there will be a fine program 
of entertainment by prominent artists 
as well as dancing to the strains of a 
well-known orchestra. 

Members of the Center are cordially 
invited to make plans now and cele- 
brate Simchas Torah with us. 



CENTER SUNDAY SCHOOL OPEN- 
ING OCTOBER 27th 
Registration now taking place 

Due to the fact that all of the Jew- 
ish Holidays come this year on Sunday, 
the sessions of our Center Sunday 
School will not begin until the first 
Sundav after the Holiday season, on 
October 27th, at 10:00 A. M. 

Rabbi Levinthal has made many im- 
provements in this department., and it 
is hoped that the parents, whose chil- 
dren cannot attend the weekly school, 
will avail themselves of the privilege 
and opportunity to register their chil- 
dren in these religious classes. 

There is no charge for tuition to 
Center members, and a nominal charge 
of $10.00 for the entire season to chil- 
dren of non-members. 

HEBREW SCHOOL TUITION FEES 
GREATLY REDUCED 

In its desire to encourage a greater 
attendance in our Hebrew School, the 
Committee on Hebrew Education of 
the Center, has decided to make a 
drastic cut in the tuition fees during 
the coming year. 

In the daily Hebrew School, the 
tuition fee will be $65.00 per year 
(two terms) to children of Center 
members, $75.00 per year to children 
of non-members. The charge in the 
Three Day a Week School (for girls) 
will be $50.00 per year (two terms) 
to children of Center members, $55.00 
per year to children of non-members. 

The school of the Center is recog- 
nized as one of the finest in the city. 
Registration for this term is now open. 
Please call at the school office and 
register your children as soon as pos- 
sible. 

EXPRESSION OF CONDOLENCE 

Our sympathy and condolence are 
extended to Mr. Paul W. Katz upon 
the death of his father on Friday, 
September 13th. 

THE SABBATH 

Kindling of Candles at 6:42 P. M. 
Fridav Evening Services at 6:15 
P. M. 

Sabbath Morning Services at 8:45 
A. M. 

Mincha Services at 6:00 P. M. 

Class in Ein Yaakob under the lead- 
ership of Mr. Benjamin Hirsh at 5 :00 
P. M. 

DAILY SERVICES 

Morning Services at 7:00 and 7:30 
A. M. 

Mincha Services at 7:00 P. M. 
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FIFTY YEARS OF HAPPY MARRIED 
LIFE 




HENRY HOLTZMANN 




MRS. HENRY HOLTZMANN 



Mr. and Mrs. Henry Holtzmann cel- 
ebrated their fiftieth wedding anniver- 
sary at the Center on Sunday, Sept. 1. 



RABBI LEVINTHAL'S BOOK ON "JU- 
DAISM" TO BE PUT INTO 
BRAILLE FOR BLIND 

The publishers of Rabbi Levinthal's 
new book, "Judaism — An Analysis and 
an Interpretation", have recently been 
informed that this book is now being 
transcribed into Braille for the use of 
sightless readers. The work of trans- 



APPLICATIONS FOR MEMBERSHIP 

The following have applied for mem- 
bership in the Brooklyn Jewish Center: 

Abramson, Abraham 

Unmarried Lawyer 

Res. — 429 Snediker Avenue 

Bus. — 56 Court Street 

Proposed by Charles Karron and 
Abe Pollack 
Ehrenpreis, Dr. Bernard 

Married Physician 

Res. — 576 Eastern Parkway 

Bus. — 576 Eastern Parkway 

Proposed by Mack Sarner 
Fein, Hyman 

Widower Manufacturer 

Res. — 451 Kingston Avenue 

Bus. — 284 Furman Street 

Proposed by Meyer Rogoff and 
Henry Seinfel 
Gray, Dorothy 

Unmarried 

Res. — 1496 President Street 
Halper, Aaron 

Married Certified Public Acc't. 

Res.— 1598 Carroll Street 

Bus. — 1440 Broadway 

Proposed by William I. Siegel 
Jaspan, Joseph 

Unmarried Attorney 

Res. — 645 Eastern Parkway 

Bus. — 32 Court Street 

Proposed by Morris D. Wender 
Joseph, Joseph 

Married 

Res. — 143 Sullivan Place 
Proposed by Louis Kotimsky 

Klein, Jacob 

Married General Contractor 

Res. — 773 Howard Avenue 
Bus. — 773 Howard Avenue 
Proposed by Hyman Aaron 

Koven, Herbert M. 
Unmarried 



cribing is in charge of Rabbi Harry 
A. Breirs, chaplain of the Jewish Blind. 

Rabbi Levinthal's book is among 
the first of a list of books of Jewish 
content that have been selected for the 
benefit of the Jewish blind. 
SEASON'S FIRST SOCIAL MEMBER- 
SHIP MEETING WEDNESDAY EVE- 
NING, OCTOBER 9th 
The first of the monthly Social 
Membership Meetings of the Center 
will be held Wednesday evening, Oc- 
tober 9th. 

Following a short business meetings 
there will be an interesting program 
of entertainment, and refreshments 
will be served. 

Admission will be limited to mem- 
bers of the Center upon presentation 
of their membership cards for the 
current year. 
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Res. — 1355 President Street 
Proposed by Dr. Benjamin Koven 

Pelver, Dr. Louis 

Unmarried Physician 
Res. — 177 Kingston Avenue 
Bus. — 177 Kingston Avenue 
Proposed by Maurice Bernhardt and 
Dr. Abraham Bernhardt 

Samuelson, Lester 

Unmarried Manufacturer 
Res.— 235 East 93rd Street 
Bus.— 38 West 32nd Street 
Proposed by Milton Samuelson 

Shack, Dr. I. Edward 
Married Physician 
Res.— 985 Park Place 
Bus.— 985 Park Place 
Proposed by Hyman Aaron 

Siegler, Dr. Samuel L. 
Married Physician 
Res. — 536 Saratoga Avenue 
Bus. — 536 Saratoga Avenue 
Proposed by Dr. R. Finkelstein 

Tanner, Harry R. 

Married Printer 
Res.— 920 St. Marks Avenue 
Bus. — 532 Broadway 
Proposed by Ben Guntlier and 
Louis A. Kantor 

Weisman, Estelle 
Unmarried 

Res. — 446 Kingston- Avenue 
Weisman, Ruth 
Unmarried 

Res. — 446 Kingston Avenue 

The following has applied for rein- 
statement as a member: 

Palevsky, Philip 

Married Curtains 
Res. — 1166 Eastern Parkwav 
Bus.— 23 East 26th Street 
Proposed by Henry Seinfel 

Emanuel Greene-erg, 
Chairman Membership Committee 



SIYUM HATORAH AT THE CENTER 

Mr. Hyman Fein of 451 Kingston 
Avenue has donated a Sefer Torah in 
memory of his beloved wife Helen 
who died on July 26th. The official 
presentation of the Sefer Torah will 
take place at the Center on Sunday 
evening, September 22nd, at 7 o'clock. 
All members of the Center and their 
friends are cordially invited. 

GOLF TOURNAMENT PLANNED 

Under the auspices of the Social 
Committee, a Golf Tournament is be- 
ing arranged for Sunday, October 27. 
The tournament will take place at the 
Idlewild Beach Golf Course, Jamaica, 
Long Island. 

The Committee is anxious to hear 
from all golf players who are inter- 
ested in participating. Please leave 
your name at the office. 
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HOW JEWISH ARE THE ETHIOPIANS? 

{Continued from Page 6) 



word Palcsh is an Aramaic one and 
denotes wandering, or being in exile. 
If it were not for the idealism and 
self-sacrifice of Dr. J. Faitlowich, of 
Geneva, who some thirty years ago 
went to live for several years among 
the Falashas, this branch of the Jew- 
ish tree would have fallen into decay. 
We can only give here a very brief 
account of the history and life of this 
people. 

According to their tradition, they 
came to Ethiopia in the reign of 
Maqueda, the Queen of Sheba. They 
claim to have introduced the worship 
of the God of Israel in Ethiopia, which 
supplanted the idolatries of that coun- 
trv. The}- call themselves Beta Israel, 
the house of Israel and lead a very 
clean, moral life. They do not inter- 
marry and no native may even enter 
their'houses. Their religion is strictly 
monotheistic and together with the 
rest of the Jewish race they stubbornly 
adhere to the romantic belief in the 
coming of the Messiah, who will be 
a descendant of the House of David. 
Despite the oppression of the surround- 
ing population, they have remained 
physically, morally and intellectually 
superior to the other natives, 

Their Masgid, or House of Prayers, 
consists of a Kudus Kudusam (Kodesh 
Kodasliitn) . Holy of Holies and a 
sanctuary; admittance to the former 
being only allowed the H alien or 
Priest, while the latter serves as a 
praying place for the population. Near 
the Masgid there is a stone altar upon 
which sacrifices are offered. The men 
pray separately from the women, and 
the ceremonials are accompanied by 
the playing of certain musical instru- 
ments and the burning of incense. 
Sabbath-day is a real da)- of rest and 
rejoicing for the Falashas : the}' spend 
most of the day in the synagogue, 
where the Sabbatical meal is eaten in 
common, rich and poor partaking of it. 
The Falasha never fails to wash his 
hands before and after the meal, nor 
does he forget to recite a benediction 
before and after the repast. The cir- 
cumcision operation is performed on 
the eighth day after the birth of the 
child, and if he is a first-born he must 
he redeemed by money from the priest. 
The family life of the Falashas is dig- 
nified, patriarchal and noble, the wo- 
men are entirely emancipated and help 
the men in all their work. They are a 
very industrious, labor-loving people, 
and there are no merchants among 



them. Even the Halwu and the Dcb- 
terah (Priest and scribe) work for 
their living. 

The spoken language of the Falashas 
is the Kailiua dialect, but the Bible 
and the other few books the} - possess 
are written in Geez. They know no- 
thing of the Talmud, although many 
of their traditions harmonize with and 
correspond to the Jewish laws of 
morals and ethics. 

Here is a specimen of their prayer : 
"Praised be Thou, God of Israel, 
God of Abraham, God of Isaac. God 
of Jacob. God of the whole earth. 
God, give us Thy blessing. Keep our 
going-out and our coming-in. Thou 
who are the keeper of Israel. Keep us 
in peace. Let the whole earth praise 
Him. Amen." 



DR MINKIN'S "HASSIDISM" 

(Continued from Page 10) 

What a figure for a character 
study is this peasant-like founder of 
the great faith ! To quote our author : 
"It is a pity that Thomas Carlyle had 
never heard of Rabbi Israel Baal Shem 
Tob for he would have found him a 
man after his own heart. His char- 
acter and personality might have over- 
come the aversion which the Scotch 
philosopher felt for his race". About 
no other figure in history,not even 
that of Moses, has Jewish imagination 
woven a more fantastic texture of 
fables than about the unique and 
richly colored life of the founder of 
the Hassidic faith. Unraveling the 
many legends that have come down 
from his adoring disciples, our author 
presents to us an historical portrait 
of this man which wins your admir- 
ation and reverence. 

In like fashion he deals with Rabbi 
Dob Baer. the "Preacher of Mese- 
ritz", who succeeded the Baal Shem. 
and whom he terms the "architect of 
Hassidism". Perhaps the most re- 
vealing study is that of Rabbi Levi 
Yitzhok, the great lover of the Jewish 
people. "Levi Yitzhok loved God and 
loved Judaism, but his love for the 
Jews surpassed his love for both". 

What a dramatic tale is presented 
to us in the chapters that deal with 
Rabbi Sheneir Zalman. the Rabbi of 
Ladi. the hero and the martyr, "the 
most eminent thinker produced by 
Hassidism. and in whom philosophy 
fraternized with feeling". 

What a thrill you get as you 
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read of Rabbi Xaham Bratzlav, the 
poet of the movement, — he who loved 
Palestine with such a passionate de- 
votion that "he could not bring him- 
self to breathe the atmosphere of the 
country for fear that he was not wor- 
thy of it". 

But the author is not content with 
merely giving us a picture of Hassid- 
ism through its outstanding personal- 
ities. He gives us a penetrating study 
of the very structure of the movement, 
analyzing its priceless gifts to the Jew- 
ish people and to the Jewish faith, 
revealing to us why Hassidism, with 
all its defects and failings, "has es- 
tablished its claim to the attention, 
even the love, of the Jews". 

The writer of these lines is still 
under the magic spell of the glorious 
story as told in this book. He is con- 
fident that all who will read it will 
share that thrill which has come to 
him. 

Will Jews read such a book? It is 
difficult to answer, for, alas, many tell 
us that the People of the Book has 
become only a People of the Check- 
Book. Many Jews have lost the sense 
of appreciation of real and truly great 
literature. This writer, however, be- 
lieves with Dr. John Haynes Holmes, 
who. after reading this volume, said : 
"Once persuade people to open it and 
they will not leave it !" 



'The Romance of Hassidism" by Ja- 
cob S. Minkin. The Macmillan Com- 
pany, Xew York $3.50 



THE PASSING OF A SAINT 

(Continued from Page 8) 

celebrations in his honor but to do- 
nate the funds to charity, instead. 

From this brief sketch, incomplete 
and inadequate though it may be. we 
may be able to understand the type of 
man Rabbi Abraham Isaac Hacohen 
Kook was. He was a world-famou> 
scholar and saint, yet man of the 
world, a great teacher, a profound 
thinker, brilliant author, an inspiring 
speaker, a lover of mankind, a humble 
servant of God and man. We mav 
not see another like him in our gen- 
eration. But let us hope that his 
hroadmindedness. tolerance and mag- 
nanimity will be emulated by other 
religious and lay leaders, who are in- 
terested in the building of Jewish life 
in Palestine and in the diaspora. May 
his life be a source of inspiration to 
all ot us. 
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Of Interest To Yon! 



THERE is no reason to suppose that any 
man would deliberately make trouble 
for his family — but — sometimes ne- 
glect does make serious trouble. 

EVERY family must select a burial plot 
at some period of life and how much 
more comfortable is it to anticipate 
our requirements by a decision in ad- 
vance of actual need. The time to 
purchase a plot is while the family is 
united, when calm deliberation and 
sound judgment may control the se- 
lection and each member may help in 
the decision, also while it is still 
possible to obtain a choice location. 

THE Brooklyn Jewish Center's sub-divi- 
sion of the Montefiore Cemetery, Just 
far enough away to be secure against 
the City's encroachment and at the 
same time within easy motoring dis- 
tance of the Center, is conducted 
along the most modern lines, the park 
lawn being carried out in every detail. 

WE will be glad to arrange for you 
and your family to visit Montefiore at 
your convenience. 



COMMITTEE ON GENERAL ACTIVI- 
TIES TO MEET MONDAY EVENING 

An important meeting of the Com- 
mittee on General Activities will be 
held next Monday evening, Septem- 
ber 23rd, promptly at 8:30 o'clock. 

The chairman. Mr. Arthur Joseph, 
urges the chairmen of committees to 
be present at this meeting. 

PERSONAL 

Best wishes are extended to Mr. 
Saul Li he mum. son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Harry Libernian of 699 Montgomery 
Street, who was awarded a Cornell 
scholarship, which' he declined in order 
to attend Yale University. 



MR. and MRS. 

JOSEPH GOLDBERG 

and their Sons 
Ephraim and Alvin H. 

Extend their New Year Greetings 
to their friends, relatives and all 
members of the Brooklyn Jewish 
Center 



An All Year Around 
Campaign 

THE Membership Committee of the 
Center is always "on the job" en. 
rolling new members in the institution. 

There is no special season for campaign- 
ing for members. 

ONE may join at any time durin'g the 
year and begin to enjoy all the fa- 
cilities of the building and privileges 
of membership from the time of join- 
ing. 

ENROLL now as a member of one of the 
finest and most active Jewish institu- 
tions in the country. 

THE rates are moderate: — 

$50.00 per year per family 

(includes husband, wife and chil- 
dren up to 21 years of age) 

$37.50 per year for Unmarried Members 

$25.00 per year for Girls 



MEN AND WOMEN OF THE 
ZIONIST CONGRESS— WE 
SALUTE YOU! 

(Continued from Page 7) 

there is no end." So, too, in the hold- 
ing" of many congresses and conven- 
tions there is no end. One congress 
cometh, and another congress goeth. 
Too often they enter the limbo of for- 
gotten events, unwept, unhonored and 
unsung. But as for you, who wearily 
wended your way homeward after 
seemingly endless discussions and fruit- 
less arguments — you deserve well of 
this and future generations. May each 
of you be vouschafed the privilege of 
seeing the fulfillment of the Biblical 
descriptions: ". . . each man under his 
vine and under his fig tree . . . and 
none shall make you afraid." 
May God speed the day ! 



WILL THE U. S. PROTEST? 

(Continued from Page 9) 

The object of the resolution was to 
prevent American participation in the 
games. The resolution was referred 



to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 
Mr. Celler then wrote a letter to Mar- 
vin H. Mclntyre, Assistant Secretary 
to the President, registering his oppo- 
sition to the granting of funds to the 
Olympic athletes and giving his rea- 
sons why. 

On September 7 he received this 
reply : 

"September 7, 1935 
Hon. Emanuel Celler, 
House Office Building, 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Celler : 

Your letter of August 15, addressed 
to the Honorable Marvin H. Mclntyre, 
Assistant Secretary to the President, 
has been referred to this office for at- 
tention. 

It is noted that you have been in- 
formed that the American Athletic 
Union may apply to the President for 
permission to have allotted to it a 
large sum of money, approximately 
$400,000, from funds allocated to the 
Public Works Administration, to de- 
fray the expenses of athletes who are 
scheduled to participate in the Olym- 
pic Games in Germany. 



No formal application has been pre- 
sented to this office. It has been ar- 
ranged that your letter will he avail- 
able for the attention of the Advisory 
Committee on Allotments should an ap- 
plication of this nature be received by 
this office and sent to the Committee, 
in which event we are sure that your 
protest will receive every possible con- 
sideration. 

The regrettable delay in replying to 
your letter is occasioned by efforts to 
obtain more definite information re- 
lating to this application. 

Sincerely yours, 
Thomas P. Carroll, 
Special Assistant to the 
Executive Director" 

Whether Congressman Celler's let- 
ter, or the resolution introduced in 
Congress, will have any effect on the 
American participation in the Olympics 
the Congressman cannot say. He is of 
the opinion, however, that all the agi- 
tation against the American athletes 
going to Germany will fail unless these 
athletes are given an opportunity to 
meet elsewhere. They have been train- 
ing for months for this event and they 
cannot be disappointed. 
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Morris Katz Company 




Importers and Cutters of 
FINE DIAMONDS 

The attention of members of the Brooklyn Jewish 
Center is respectfully directed to the exquisite stock 
of DIAMOND ENGAGEMENT, WEDDING RINGS and 
FINE DIAMOND BRACELETS offered by THE MORRIS 
KATZ DIAMOND CORPORATION at its wholesale offices 
and salesrooms at 68 Nassau Street, N. Y. C. 

Many of their pieces are from liquidated estates 
and similar sources. 

You are cordially invited to inspect their fine stock. 

68 NASSAU STREET 

NEW YORK Telephone JOhn 4-0961 



KENSINGTON CARPET COMPANY, 

Incorporated 
• 

BROADLOOM CARPETS 
RUGS 
LINOLEUMS 

• 

7 EAST 33rd STREET, NEW YORK CITY 
AShland 4-1748-9 



THE KESSLER FAMILY 

wishes you a 

HAPPY & PROSPEROUS NEW YEAR 

and invites you 

TO SPEND THE HIGH HOLIDAYS 

(SEPTEMBER 28-29) 
at 

The Wild Rose Gardens 

"KESSLER'S" 



nestled in the HEART of the Scenic WATNONG 
MOUNTAINS of Northern New Jersey. 

SPECIAL RATES :: :: ROOMS WITH BATH 




"Your Country Home' 



RELIGIOUS SERVICES for the occasion 
will be conducted ON OUR PREMISES by 
a NOTED CANTOR. 

DIETARY LAWS and HOLIDAY CUS- 
TOMS will be strictly observed. 

NOWHERE is the countryside so colorful 
and all the outdoor pleasures so refreshing 
as at THE WILD ROSE GARDENS 

AND 

NOW IS THE TIME TO MAKE YOUR 
RESERVATIONS! ! ! 

WRITE, WIRE or PHONE 

THE WILD ROSE GARDENS 

"KESSLER'S" 
P. O. Box 51 I Morristown, New Jersey 

Telephone: Mount Freedom 48 



OPEN ALL YEAR— EASY TO REACH— ONLY ONE 
HOUR FROM NEW YORK 
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Rosh Hashonah Qreetings from the 

Consolidated Taxpayers Mutual 
Insurance Company 

HARRY STRONGIN, President 



FINANCIAL STATEMENT 

AS OF MAY 31, 1935 
ASSETS LIABILITIES 



Cash in Banks, Trust Companies and 

On Hand $250,479.84 

BONDS: 

United States Government 

Bonds $21,215.50 

State and Municipal Bonds 39,663.76 60,879.26 

First Mortgage Loans on Improved Real 

Estate 290,317.70 

Real Estate Owned 33,185.00 

Premiums in Course of Collection (None 

over 90 days old) 60,261.87 

Interest Accrued and Other Assets 27,369.62 



Reserve for Losses and Loss Expense $458,281.00 

(This is a 'fund to meet payments not yet 
due on accidents which have already oc- 
curred and the expenses in connection 
therewith.) 

Reserve for Unearned Premiums 153,696.62 

(This represents premiums not earned on 
the date of this statement.) 

Reserve for Taxes, Expenses, and Mis- 
cellaneous Liabilities 31,545-80 

Contingency Reserve 29,448.60 

Surplus to Policyholders 49,521.27 



TOTAL LIABILITIES AND 

SURPLUS $722,493.29 



TOTAL ADMITTED ASSETS $722,493.29 

CASH AND OTHER LIQUID ASSETS 43% OF TOTAL ASSETS 

The Company will be pleased to furnish a complete list of its securities, upon request. 



— WRITES — 

OWNERS, LANDLORDS AND TENANTS LIABILITY INSURANCE EXCLUSIVELY 



Under the Supervision of the New York State Insurance Department 



HOME OFFICE 

164 MONTAGUE STREET 

Brooklyn, N. Y. — TRiangle 5-5300 



BROWNSVILLE OFFICE 

353 STONE AVENUE 

Brooklyn, N. Y. Dickens 2-0262 



[ 
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DIGNIFIED AND 
DISTINCTIVE SER- 
VICES AT HOME 
OR CHAPEL 



FLATBUSH MEMORIAL CHAPEL 
WM. SHERMAN AND SONS 
FUNERAL DIRECTORS 



1283 CONEY ISLAND 
AVENUE . . . BROOK- 
LYN, NEW YORK 

Phone Mldwood 8-3300 

Branch: 125 Varet St. 

Phone: PUIaski 5-0167 



GERSAM JEWELRY COMPANY, Inc. 

diamonds, watches and jewelry 

Jack April, Prop. 



782 FRANKLIN AVENUE 

Bet. St. Johns Place & Lincoln Place BROOKLYN, N. Y: 
Tel. PRospect 9-2318 



THE CENTER ACADEMY 

Of THE 

BROOKLYN JEWISH CENTER 

Chartered by the University of the State of New York 

A PROGRESSIVE ELEMENTARY SCHOOU- 
Complete curriculum from Kindergarten thru Eighth 
Grade, including music, arts, crafts and science 

— Combined With — 
A fundamental, well-rounded education in Hebrew 
and Jewish Culture. 
Hours: 8:45 A. M. to 3:15 P. M: 
Term begins September 18 — Registrations now being received 
Telephone: PResident 4-1400 




Wedding 
Decorations 

PITKIN AVE 

BROOKLYN. N Y. QlJR SPECIALTY 
WE CARRY A COMPLETE LINE OF 

FRUIT BASKETS 

FOR EVERY OCCASION 

THE BROOKLYN JEWISH 
CENTER'S OFFICIAL FLORIST 



Telephone: Dickens 2-4000 
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NEW YEAR GREETINGS 



Mr. Moses Ginsberg 

1295 PRESIDENT STREET 



extends his best wishes for a Happy New Year to all the 
Officers, Trustees, Directors and members of the 
Center, as well as to his friends and relatives. 



BEST WISHES FOR A 
HAPPY, HEALTHY NEW YEAR 

are extended by 

BRENNER BROS 

60 DIVISION STREET 
NEW YORK, N. Y. 



To our friends and relatives we extend our sincere wishes for 
a Happy New Year 



Mr. and Mrs. 
LOUIS BRENNER 

and Family 
1462 President Street 



Mr. and Mrs. 
PHILLIP BRENNER 

and Family 
1416 Carroll Street 
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NEW YEAR GREETINGS 



MR. and MRS. 

SIMON H. KUGEL 

125 East 50th street 
new york city 

extend to the Members of the Center, their 
friends and relatives, sincere wishes for 
a Very Happy New Year 



MR. and MRS. 



ISIDOR FINE 



extend to the Membership of the Brooklyn 
Jewish Center and to their friends and 
relatives their sincere wishes for a 
Happy and Prosperous New Year 



MR. and MRS. 

LOUIS W. BERNARD 

and Family 
260 Brooklyn Avenue 

Extend to all their friends and relatives their 
best wishes for a Happy New Year 



MR. and MRS. 

JACOB L. HOLTZMANN 

extend their best wishes for a 
Happy New Year 



Broo 
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NEW YEAR GREETINGS 



REV. and MRS. 

SAMUEL KANTOR 



extend to their relatives and friends their 
best wishes for a Happy and Healthy 
New Year 



MISIKOFF BROTHERS 



1406 Pitkin Avenue 



extend to the members of the Brooklyn Jewish 
Center and their families their sincerest 
wishes for a happy, healthy and 
prosperous New Year 



HON. and MRS. 

IRWIN STEINGUT 

1333 President Street 



extend to their friends and relatives and the 
Jewish community in general their sin- 
cere wishes for a very Happy and 
Prosperous New Year 



KOTIMSKY and TUCHMAN 

caterers of distinction 

extend 

to all Members of the Brooklyn Jewish Center 
and their families their best wishes for a 
Very Happy New Year 

WE ARE READY TO CATER FOR ANY JOYOUS 
OCCASION YOU MAY BE PLANNING, AND WE 
CAN ASSURE YOU OF THE FINEST SERVICE 
AT MODERATE PRICES. 
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NEW YEAR GREETINGS 



MR. and MRS. 

HYMAN AARON 

extend their best wishes for a happy and pros- 
perous New Year to all the Officers, Trustees, 
Directors, and members of the Center, as well 
as to their friends and relatives. 



MR. and MRS. 

NAT A. ARVINS 

and Family 

extend to all their friends and relatives their 
sincerest wishes for a Happy and Pros- 
perous New Year 



PROF, and MRS. 

MAURICE FINKELSTEIN 

1030 Park Place 

extend to their friends and relatives and the 
Jewish community in general their sin- 
cere wishes for a very Happy and 
Prosperous New Year 



DR. and MRS. 

MAX GOLDSTEIN 

334 New York Avenue 

extend greetings for the New Year to their 
friends, relatives and to the Jewish com- 
munity in general 



MR. and MRS. 

DAVID GOODSTEIN 

1338 Carroll Street 

extend to their friends and relatives and the 
Jewish community in general their sin- 
cere wishes for a very Happy and 
Prosperous New Year 



Mr. GEORGE JABLOW 

1340 President Street 

extends to his friends and relatives and the 
Jewish community in general his sin- 
cere wishes for a very Happy and 
Prosperous New Year 



MR. and MRS. 

SAMUEL KATZ 
1100 Park Place 

extend to their friends and relatives sincere 
wishes for a Happy and Prosperous New Year 



MR. and MRS. 

FRED KRONISH 

and Son 

wish their relatives and friends Health, Happi- 
ness and Prosperity for the New Year 
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NEW YEAR GREETINGS 



MR. and MRS. 

LEIB LURIE 

and Family 
1451 Union Street 

extend to their friends and relatives a 
Happy and Prosperous New Year 



Modern Silver Linen Supply Co., Inc. 

543 West 23rd Street 
new york city 

extends best wishes and the greetings 
of the Season 



PARKWAY l'OST 61 

Jewish War Veterans of the U. S. 

extends New Year Greetings and a cordial 
invitation to Jewish Veterans to join our 
Post. Meetings held at the Brook- 
lyn Jewish Center 



MR. and MRS. 

LOUIS PARNES 
1276 Carroll Street 

extend New Year Greetings to all their 
friends and relatives 



Parent Teachers Association 

OF THE 

Hebrew and Sunday Schools 

extends to the Parents, members of the Center 
and friends best wishes for a Happy and 
Prosperous New Year 



DR. and MRS. 

HENRY PLOTKIN 

883 Park Place 

extend their New Year Greetings to 
their relatives and friends 



Mr. M. MENDEL SCHACHNE 
115 Eastern Parkway 

extends his New Year Greetings to the member: 
of the Center, friends and relatives 



MR. and MRS. 

JOSEPH M. SCHWARTZ 

extend to the officers, trustees, Board of Directors 
and the entire membership of the Brooklyn 
Jewish Center, their best wishes for a 
Happy and Prosperous New Year 
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NEW YEAR GREETINGS 



MR. and AIRS. 

SOLOMON SCHWARTZ 

and Family 

extend to their friends and relatives best wishes 
for a Happy and Prosperous New Year 



AIR. and AIRS. 

HENRY SEINFEL 

and Family 

extend to the officers, trustees. Board of Govern- 
ors and the entire membership of the Brook- 
lyn Jewish Center, as well as to their rel- 
atives and friends, their best wishes 
for a Happy and Prosperous 
New Year 



AIR. and AIRS. 

NATHAN D. SHAPIRO 

wish their friends and relatives a 
Happy New Year 



HYMAN SPITZ 

FLORIST 
1685 Pitkin Avenue 

extends best wishes for a Happy New Year 



JUDGE and AIRS. 

NATHAN SWEEDLER 

194 Crown Street 

extend their best wishes for the New Year 
to all their friends and relatives 



Mr. and Mrs. 

ISAAC LEVINGSON 



1320 President Street 



extend their New Year Greetings to all 
their Friends and Relatives 



THE 

PHYSICAL TRAINING 
DEPARTMENT 

extends to all members of the Center its sin- 
cere greetings for the New Year. 

The beginning of the new season of activities 
should make us resolve to use the facilities of the 
Physical Training Department to its fullest ex- 
tent. 

The program is so arranged that every member 
of the family, ten years or over, may avail him- 
self of the health-giving activities. 

The Department houses a modern Gymnasium 
with complete equipment for all-round physical 
development, a beautiful swimming pool, a Turk- 
ish Bath including hot and steam rooms, massage 
rooms, sun ray, electric cabinet, etc. 

For your health's sake, join the Athletic Activities 
of the Center ! 

David B. Kaahnsky, Chairman 

Phvsical Training Comm. 
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NEW YEAR GREETINGS 



MR. and MRS. 

MAURICE BERNHARDT 

and Family 

624 Empire Boulevard 

extend greetings for the New Year 
to all their friends and relatives 



MR. and MRS. 

MORRIS DLUGASCH 

1304 President Street 

wish their relatives and friends, 
Health, Happiness and Prosper- 
ity for the Xev Year 



MR. and MRS. 

JACOB EISENBERG 

1015 W ashington Avenue 

extend to their relatives and friends 
Happy greetings for the New Year 



DR. and MRS. 

JOSEPH FELDMAN 

668 Eastern Parkway 

extend their New Year Greetings 
to the officers and members of the 
Brooklyn Jewish Center and of the 
Talmud Torah of Crown Heights 



MR. and MRS. 

JACOB A. FORTUNOFF 

and Sons 

770 St. Marks Avenue 

wish their relatives and friends, 
Health, Happiness and Prosper- 
ity for the New Year 



MR. and MRS. 

ABRAHAM GLNSBURG 

576 Eastern Parkway 

extend to their friends and relatives 
and all the members of the Center 
their best wishes for a Happy 
New Year 



MR. and MRS. 

Victor W. Gleichenhaus 

and Leslie 

372 Brooklyn Avenue 

extend their sincere New Year 
greeting.* to all their friends 
and relatives 



MR. and MRS. 

CHARLES GO ELL 

extend best wishes for the New 
Year to their entire family, friends, 
officers and all members of the 
Center 



MR. and MRS. 

SAMUEL GREENBLATT 

770 St. Marks Avenue 

extend to their friends and relatives 
best wishes for a Happy New Year 



— Compliments of the Season — 

Mr. FRED HOLLANDER 



MR. and MRS. 

JOSEPH JACOBS 

175 New York Avenue 

wish their friends and relatives 
Health, Happiness and Prosper- 
ity for the New Year 



MR. and MRS. 

.AARON LEWIS 

1482 Carroll Street 

extend to their friends and relatives 
their best wishes for a Happy 
New Year 



MR. and MRS. 

HARRY LIBERMAN 

and Family 

099 Montgomery Street 

wish their relatives and friends a 
Happy and Prosperous New Year 



Mr. JOSEPH SABEL 

extends his best wishes for the New 
Year to all his friends and relatives 



Mr. HEYMAN SCHRIER 

379 Crown Street 

extends to his relatives and friends 
his best wishes for the New Year 



MR. and MRS. 

NATHAN T. SCHWARTZ 

and Family 

wish you and yours a Happy and 
Prosperous New Year 



May the New Year bring you 
Health and Happiness 

MR. and MRS. 

LOUIS SIMON 

1373 Carroll Street 



MR. and AIRS. 

SAMUEL S. WEISBERG 

9 Prospect Park West 

extend to their friends and relatives 
their best wishes for a Happy 
New Year 
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NEW YEAR GREETINGS 



M R. and MRS. 

R. ALBERT 

763 Eastern Parkway 

wish their relatives and friends a 
Happy New Year 



MR. and MRS. 

BENJAMIN BREIER 

wish their relatives and friends a 
Happy and Prosperous New Year 



MR. and MRS. 

CHARLES DILBERT 

345 Woodbine Street 

extend New Year Greetings to all 
their relatives and friends 



MR. and MRS. 

HARRY DILBERT 

1333 President Street 

extend their best wishes for a 
Happy New Year 



MR. and MRS. 

M. FABRIKANT 

640 Empire Boulevard 

extend to their friends and relatives 
their best wishes for a Happy 
New Year 

MR. and AIRS. 

JOSEPH FELDT 

and Family 

288 Crown Street 

extend their New Year Greetings 
to friends and relatives 

MR. and MRS. 

CHARLES FINE 

763 Eastern Parkway 

extend best wishes for the New 
Year to all their friends and 
relatives 

DR. and MRS. 

R. FINKELSTEIN 

and Family 

576 Eastern Parkway 

wish their relatives and friends a 
Happy and Prosperous New Year 



MR. and MRS. 

HARRY A. FREEDMAN 

and their children 
1522 President Street 

extend to their friends and relatives 
their best wishes for a Happy 
New Year 



MR. and MRS. 

A. GOTTLIEB 

1601 Carroll Street 

extend Xew Year greetings to all 
their friends and relatives 



MR. and MRS. 

MORRIS GRODEN 

wish all their relatives and friends 
a Very Happy New Year 



MR. and MRS. 

NATHAN GROSSMAN 

1035 Washington Avenue 

extend their best wishes for a 
Happy New Year to their 
friends and relatives 



MR. and MRS. 

MAX H. HAFT 

465 Crown Street 

extend their best wishes for a 
Happy New Year to all their 
friends and relatives 



MR. and MRS. 

NATHAN HALPERIN 

748 St. Marks Avenue 

extend their New Year Greetings 
to their friends and relatives 



MR. and MRS. 

DAVID HALPERN 

and Family 

1540 Union Street 

wish their friends and relatives a 
Happy and Prosperous New Year 

MR. and MRS. 

HENRY HOLTZMANN 

147 West 70th St., New York City 

extend their New Year Greetings to 
their friends and relatives 



MR. and MRS. 

JOSEPH HOROWITZ 

225 Eastern Parkway 

extend New Year Greetings to all 
their friends and relatives 



Mr. David B. Kaminsky 

368 Eastern Parkway 

extends his New Year greetings 
to all his friends and relatives 

Mr. BENJAMIN KAPLAN 

1632 Carroll Street 

wishes his friends and relatives a 
Happy and Prosperous New Year 

MR. and MRS. 

BENJAMIN J. KLINE 

1354 President Street 

extend to their friends and relatives 
their best wishes for a Happy 
New Year 

MR. and MRS. 

PHILIP L. LIPSHUTZ 

and Sons 
1387 Carroll Street 
extend to their relatives and friends 
their best wishes for a Happy 
New Year 

MR. and MRS. 

ISADOR LOWENFELD 

and Sons 

258 Sullivan Place 

extend their New Year Greetings 
to their friends and relatives 



MR. and MRS. 

SAMUEL NICOLL 

431 Brooklyn Avenue 

wish their friends and relatives a 
Happy and Prosperous New \ ear 

MR. and MRS. 

HYMAN RACHMIL 

and Children 
1056 President Street 
extend to their friends and relatives 
their best wishes for a Happy 
New Year 
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AN OPEN LETTER FROM 
MR. and MRS. BRENNER 

Milton Hertz Esq., 
16 Court Street, 
Brooklyn, N. Y. 
Dear Mr, Hertz : — 

Allow us to congratulate you most sincerely upon your nomination for 
County Judge on the Republican ticket. It was indeed a splendid choice for which 
the citizens of Brooklyn should be grateful. 

We are confident that the voters will appreciate the fine service which you 
have rendered to the community and that they will cast their votes for you in 
the coming election. 

For the past fifteen years we have watched your work in behalf of the 
Brooklyn Hebrew Home and Hospital for the Aged, as its counsel and particularly 
as the president of the Men's Group of the institution. Our close association has 
given us an opportunity to admire your sterling qualities, your sound judgment 
and your devotion to the needs of the community. We have no hesitancy in saying 
that, if elected to the office you are now seeking, you will, without a doubt, be a 
credit to the bench and to the Borough of Brooklyn. 

We want to assure you of our readiness to be of service to you in! your 
campaign by urging our friends to vote for you and thus help to elect you to 
the office of County Judge. 

Cordiallv and sincerelv vours. 

MR. and MRS. PHILLIP BRENNER 



MR. and MRS. 

MORRIS ROSENFELD 

354 New York Avenue 

extend to their friends as well as to 
all tli c members of the Brooklyn 
Jewish Center a Happy New Year 



MR. and MRS. 

SAMUEL ROTHKOPF 

546 Crown Street 

wish their relatives and friends a 
Happy and Prosperous New Year 



MR. and MRS. 

ABRAHAM SHAPIRO 

725 St. Marks Avenue 

(•Mend to their relatives and friends 
their best wishes for a Happy and 
Prosperous New Year 



MR. and MRS. 

WILLIAM I. SIEGEL 

and Children 

1602 Carroll Street 

wish their friends and relatives a 
Happy and Prosperous New Year 



(* 



MR. and MRS. 

JOSEPH STARK 

and Family 
789 St. Marks Avenue 
extend to their relatives and friends 
their best wishes for a Happy 
New Year 



AIR. and MRS. 

SAMUEL STARK 

and Family 
693 Montgomery Street 
extend to their friends and relatives 
best wishes for a Happy New Year 



MR. and AIRS. 

MORRIS D. WENDER 

1191 Carroll Street 

extend to their friends and relatives 
best wishes for a Happy New Year 



MR. and MRS. 

HARRIS WEINGOLD 

1322 Carroll Street 

extend their New Year Greetings to 
their friends and relatives 



AIR. and AIRS. 

I. WIENER 

68 Sterling Street 

extend New Year Greetings to their 
friends and relatives 



AIR. and AIRS. 

ALBERT WITTY 

and Irwin 
240 Crown Street 
extend to their relatives and friends 
their best wishes for a Happy 
New Year 



AIR. and MRS. 

HARRY ZIRINSKY 

550 Crown Street 
extend to their relatives and friends 
their best wishes for a Happy 
New Year 



AIR. and AIRS. 

ALEX. BERNSTEIN 

, and Family 

1503 President Street 

liest wishes and a Happy New 
Year to all Center members 
and friends 



In this period 



of Good Wishes and 



Friendly Thoughts 



THE 



TREE-MARK SHOE COMPANY 



confident that it has made every effort 
to serve its clients well 
ends the old year with 
satisfaction 
and the expectancy of continued 
favors from its friends 



and 



wishes everyone 




Holiday 



TREE-MARK SHOE COMPANY 

6 DELANCEY STREET NEW YORK 
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WHO ARE THE JEWS IN 
COMMUNISM? 



THE JEWISH EPILOGUE of the 
FRENCH REVOLUTION 

BOLD LAUGHTER 

The whispered jokes of Nazi Germany 

JEWS IN BASEBALL 

THE HASSID AND THE 
JEWISH THEATRE 

83* AND THE JEWISH 
QUESTION 



OCTOBER 



1935 



USE... 

Paragon 

FUEL OILS 

CORRECTLY GRADED FOR 
SKYSCRAPER, HOTEL, 
APARTMENT HOUSE 
INDUSTRIAL PLANT 
AND PRIVATE DWELLING 

... Day and Night Service . . . 

Paragon Oil Company 

Incorporated 

16 East 43rd Street New York 




Telephone 
VAnderbilt 
3-6360 
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PROFESSOR EINSTEIN SPEAKS 
FOR THE JEWISH SOUL 

PROFESSOR ALBERT EIN- 
STEIN is undoubtedly one of 
the foremost leaders in the world 
of human thought. When he speaks 
the world listens. We have been ac- 
customed to hear his pronouncements 
in the held of science, in which he is 
>uch a recognized authority. It is like- 
wise interesting to hear his views upon 
the world's spiritual problems, which 
be expresses with equally recognized 
authority. 

Recently he had occasion to give his 
opinion on the place of Jewish edu- 
cation in Jewish life. The great sage 
was elected an Honorary -Member of 
the American Alumni of the renowned 
I clcsher Yeshiz'aJi. In his letter, ac- 
cepting this honor, he wrote - . 

"Wenn mir auch tiefcre Kennt- 
nisse unseres jiidischeu Schrift- 
tunis fehlen, so bin ich doch von 
der Ueberzeugung erfulll, das es 
fiir die Erhaltuug and fur die 
Gesundheit der jiidischeu Gemein- 
schaft von grosser Bedeutung ist, 
den Geist und die Lebensweisheit 
nnserer Vorfahren lebendig zu er- 
halten and zu vertiefen." 

In its English ada])tation the mes- 
sage reads : 

"Though 1 lack the deeper 
knowledge of our Jewish literary 
sources. 1 am nevertheless con- 
vinced and idled with the con- 
viction that it is of utmost im- 
portance for the preservation and 
for the sustenance of the Jewish 
people that we keep alive, foster 
and deepen our interest in and 
study of the spirit and wisdom of 
the life of our ancestors." 

Would that these words reached the 
hearts and minds of all American 
Jewry, Einstein was not only able to 
penetrate the innermost soul of the 
Universe, but be also succeeded in 
penetrating the soul of the Jewish 
people. He tells us what nourishes 
this soul of our people — the knowledge 



OCTOBER, 1935— TISHRI, 5696 



and the wisdom handed down to us by 
our forefathers. 

The Center has long ago realized 
the truth of these words. Through 
our Hebrew School, our Academy and 
our Sunday School, we are endeavor- 
ing to transmit this "Lebensweisheit 
unserer Vorfahren" to our children. 
Through the Institute of Jewish 
Studies for Adults, we are carrying 
it to the men and women of our com- 
munity. Only with the continuous 
growth and progress of such endeavors 
can we assure "die Erhaltuug and die 
Gesundheit der jiidischeu Gemein- 
schaft". 



WORSHIPPING GOD WITH THE 
BEAUTY OF HOLINESS 

THE religious services in our Cen- 
ter Synagogue have done much to 
win the hearts of hundreds of 
men and women in our community to 
a liner appreciation of our religious 
ideals. Nevertheless it is characteristic 
of our institution that we are never 
content with achievements of the past, 
but are always seeking new means to 
create a better frame for our spiritual 
work. 

An important step in this direction 
was recently taken by our officers, who 
appointed a special committee to pre- 
sent its recommendations for gracing 
the services, particularly on the Sab- 
bath with more beauty and greater 
dignity. Many of this committee's 
suggestions have already been adopted, 
and our worshippers appreciate these 
new efforts in making our religious 
worship beautiful and inspiring. 

The Jew, in the classic days of his 
existence, saw not only beauty in holi- 
ness, but also holiness in beauty. The 
life of suffering and misery that was 
his did much to stifle this appreciation 
and love of beauty. It is a healthy sign 
of the new life of the Jew that we are 
beginning to yearn for the beautiful 
and aesthetic in every phase of life, 
especially in the held of religion. 

It is to be hoped that what has al- 
ready been done marks just a begin- 
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ning in this field, and that we will 
continue to seek ways and means to 
always add greater dignity and beauty 
to our service, so that it may attract 
and win the hearts of all the Jews in 
our community. 



A JEWISH CENTER IN 
JERUSALEM 

OUR readers will be happy to 
learn that the first Synagogue 
Center in Jerusalem, a project 
which was sponsored by the United 
Synagogue of America, was so far 
completed that services were held in 
the new edifice this Rosh Hashonah 
and Vom Kippur, and that more than 
one thousand Jews participated in these 
opening services. 

American Jewry has made notable 
contributions towards the physical up- 
building of Palestine. This Synagogue 
Center represents its contribution to- 
wards the spiritual upbuilding of Erctz 
Yisrael. It was fitting that the United 
Synagogue of America, which is dedi- 
cated to the cause of reviving and 
strengthening our religious life in x\- 
merica, should have taken the lead in 
this great spiritual endeavor in Pales- 
tine. 

W e of the Brooklyn Jewish Center 
take special pride in this achievement. 
A number of our members made fine 
contributions in money and in service 
to the cause, and the Rabbi not only 
headed the campaign to raise the neces- 
sary funds, but was privileged to take 
part in the laying of the cornerstone, 
when he was in Jerusalem more than 
a year ago. Put above all, our joy is 
great because we feel that this Center 
in Jerusalem creates a new link that 
will bind our institution with the spirit- 
ual lite in Palestine. We rejoice to 
know that the Center idea, which our 
institution has made so popular, is now 
taking root in the Holy Land, where it 
will undoubtedh prove a great blessing 
in strengthening and developing the 
spiritual life of the new settlers in our 
. Iltncitland. 

—1. 11. L. 



The Brooklyn Jewish Center Review is published monthly by the Brooklyn Jewish C enter ai 067 Eastern Parkway, Brooklyn, 
New York. Manuscripts should ix sent lo this address and will be carefully considered by the editors. Subscription $1 per year. 
Joshi'ii M. SniW.VKTX, President Hlnky Skinfei. AND Hvm\n Aaron, \'ire Presidents K. J. Ki.ink, Treasurer Max Hkrzfki.d, Secretary 
1 shall H. Li.vlnihal, J.D., L.ii.o., Rabbi Josi.i'ii GoLimuw, Administrative Director 



[4] 



Brooklyn Jewish Center Review 



GENERAL SHERRILL'S 
WARNING 

AFTER spending seven weeks 
with Hitler and other Nazis ar- 
ranging the details for the Olym- 
pic, General Sherrill was no doubt an- 
gered when he returned home and 
found the movement to ban the sports 
meet had gained so much ground in his 
absence as to make the withdrawal of 
the American athletes a possibility. 
And it was likely in this anger that 
he uttered the startling warning that 
if the United States cut the Olympic 
there would be a storm of anti-Semit- 
ism in this country. 

It is understandable that after one 
has worked long and arduously on a 
project he does not want to see it col- 
lapse. But anger or no anger, chagrin 
or no chagrin, a man of General Sher- 
rill's prominence cannot make such a 
statement without laying himself open 
to the charge of inciting hatred. His 
additional remarks were even more re- 
prehensible. He said that the Jews here 
were seeking to use the rest of the 
population to "pull their chestnuts out 
of the fire" in Germany, that they stood 
in danger of "over-playing their cards" 
as the German Jews had overplayed 
their cards when they won more pro- 
fessional positions than their numbers 
seemed to warrant. 

It is needless to discuss these state- 
ments. Former Justice Jeremiah T. 
Mahoney, President of the Amateur 
Athletic Union, in his letter to Dr. Le- 
wald, of the German Olympic Com- 
mittee, made the case against Germany 
as host to the Olympic athletes com- 
plete; and General Sherrill's criticism 
of the Jewish conduct both here and 
in Germany is so barren of humane lo- 
gic that it does not lend itself to intel- 
ligent discussion. To think of condemn- 
ing a people because of their aptness 
for scholarships and science ! If the 
Jews in Germany predominated in the 
professions, as General Sherrill inti- 
mates, how did they achieve this dom- 
inance? Did they throw a spell over the 
fifty-nine and a half million Germans 
and prevent them from developing 
more doctors, lawyers and journalists? 

It is the effect of the general's re- 
marks on the Jews of this country that 
should be discussed. He said that he 
knew a number of Jews who shared his 
opinion, and it is true that there are 
many leaders in Jewish life who preach 
a policy of lying down. No protest lest 
we stir up trouble ! What is happening 
is deplorable but if we complain indis- 



creetly we may give ideas to others ! 
Let's use tact or our neighbors will 
think us nuisances ! 

There is only one answer : if you 
think more of your skin, then timidity 
and hedging and discretionary action is 
the course to follow; if you think more 
of your position in the world as men 
and women, if you bear in mind the 
heritage of the Jewish nation that is 
yours, if your heart can burn with in- 
dignation against injustice and bleed 
for the tortures inflicted on your own, 
then you will protest from the house- 
tops. 

And if open protest, and if organized 
effort on behalf of persecuted fellow- 



IN May, 1935, the Rabbinical As- 
sembly of America, after years of 
careful study, promulgated a resolu- 
tion concerning the Agunah. This ord- 
inance was designed to alleviate the 
hardships imposed by Jewish law on 
women who have been deserted or civ- 
illy divorced by their husbands. Ac- 
cording to Talmudic jurisprudnce only 
the husband can issue a bill of divorce- 
ment to his wife. Furthermore, in the 
eyes of Jewish law, a divorce issued by 
civil courts does not dissolve a mar- 
riage. If then the husband cannot be 
found, or if he refuses to grant a get 
despite the fact that the courts of the 
land may have dissolved the marriage, 
his wife is still, from the point of view 
of Jewish jurisprudence, married to 
him. Her status is then that of an agu- 
nah, and as such she is not permitted 
to remarry. At the close of the World 
War it was estimated that there were 
100,000 agunot in Eastern Europe — 
women whose husbands had disappear- 
ed during the course of the war and 
who therefore were compelled to re- 
main unmarried for the rest of their 
days. 

It is to the shame of the rabbinate 
of Eastern Europe that, in the face of 
such hardship imposed unnecessarily 
by the law they administered, they 
made no attempt to modify that law. 

EDITORIAL BOARD OF THE 
REVIEW 

Louis J. Gribetz, Chairman 
Dr. Israel H. Levinthal 

Joseph Goldberg 

Joseph Kaye 



Jews will bring suffering to the pro- 
testants, then let it be so. Better no 
Jews than cowardly Jews. 

But despite world events today we 
can still have faith that not everywhere 
is it possible for a Hitler to take root. 
Justified protest in the United States 
will not rouse Americans to enmity 
against the Jews who are sharers of 
their democracy. The great majority of 
Americans have no love for Hitlerism, 
or any other oppressive ism, and the 
sore spots of intolerance that may 
break out here and there in this vast 
country are certain to have little effect 
on the American foundation. 

-J. K. 



In America, the Jewish law of di- 
vorce breaks down in another fashion, 
but with equally tragic consequences. 
It is frequently the case that a man and 
a woman go to the law courts and have 
their marriage dissolved, with the onus 
of responsibility usually on the man. 
The woman then discovers that she is 
still not free to remarry until she has 
obtained a get from her husband. But 
husbands often refuse to issue such 
bills of divorcement. Sometimes they 
refuse out of spite. Sometimes they de- 
mand large amounts of money, and 
will grant the divorce only if they are 
paid. In any event, many an American 
Jewess has been victimized by a hus- 
band from whom she was legally di- 
vorced in accordance with the laws of 
the state, but from whom she could 
procure no Jewish divorce. 

The results are often tragic; those 
who abide by the decisions of an ob- 
solete legal system wreck their lives, 
and those who remarry in defiance of 
Jewish law may suffer social censure. 
The Rabbinical Assembly of America 
has therefore offered this way out of 
the impasse, a solution entirely consist- 
ent with Jewish legal principles. The 
remedy it proposes is very simple. 
Hereafter, into each marriage contract 
a clause is to be inserted, through which 
the husband will give to his wife a 
power of attorney to issue a bill of 
divorcement under rabbinical super- 
vision, if the husband disappears, or 
deserts her, or if the marriage is dis- 
solved by a civil decree. Should the 
huband disappear, or desert his wife, 
or should he be severed from her by a 
civil divorce, she will then appear be- 
fore the rabbinical court indicating that 
{Continued on Page 22) 
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Who Are the Jews in Communism? 



OX Sunday, September 15, the 
present National Socialist Gov- 
ernment of Germany, at the 
behest of its Chancellor, Adolf Hitler, 
dictator of the German people, decreed 
a series of laws that put Jews beyond 
the legal and social pale of the German 
people, and deprived them of claims 
to German citizenship. This debase- 
ment of the Jews in Germany was not 
the result of a sudden decision. Long 
prepared for and premeditated, pledged 
by the National Socialist Party at its 
foundation, these laws were only the 
official culmination of a series of meas- 
ures degrading and oppressing German 
Jews. 

This official denial of civil rights is 
directed against men and women whose 
ancestors have lived in Germany for 
over a thousand years ; who have made 
signal contributions to German eco- 
nomic, political, and cultural life; who 
have shed their blood in defense of 
their fatherland ; and who have con- 
tributed their best talents to the peace- 
ful development of the German State. 
This injustice was perpetrated under 
the cloak of a so-called link between 
Jews and communism, which has no 
existence in fact, but which is being 
used to confuse the minds not only of 
Germans, but of people all over the 
world. 

When the Jews of the United States 
first learned of these pretexts for per- 
secution, they deemed it beneath their 
dignity to take notice of them. How- 
ever, because of the censorship of free 
expression in Germany and the enor- 
mous propaganda carried on by Nazi 
Germany outside its borders, the time 
has come for us to make answer to the 
libels and unjust insinuations, and to 
make clear that these falsehoods have 
the same motive that has always in- 
spired tyrants and despots — that of 
seeking a scapegoat for their own sins 
and. under cover of a false issue, of 
deceiving their people by fomenting 
suspicion, discord, and hatred. 

It is high time that these facts be 
known : 

While communism, having its roots 
in economic forces, no doubt influences 
some Jews as well as some non-Jews, 
a study of German conditions indicates 
that the majority of the Jews who were 
permitted to vote in Germany during 
the Republic were affiliated with the 
liberal democratic parties. In the pres- 



idential elections in which Hindenburg, 
Hitler, and Thaelmann were candi- 
dates. Jewish leaders appealed to the 
German Jews to vote for Hindenburg 
and against the communist and Nation- 
al Socialist candidates. German Jews 



THE statement published on this 
page was prepared jointly by Dr. 
Cyrus Adler, of the American 
Jewish Committee, Alfred M. Cohen, 
of the B'nai B'rith and B. C. Vladeck, 
of the Jewish Labor Committee. Its 
purpose is to disprove the familiar 
charge, heard most emphatically in Ger- 
many, that the Communist movement 
is in the hands of Jews, and that it is 
in effect a Jewish movement. 

To the facts contained in this state- 
ment it should be added that in this 
country the Communist party is led 
by Earl Browder and Wm. Z. Foster, 
both non-Jews. Only one Jew has 
gained enough prominence in the po- 
litical ranks of the party here to be 
just slightly known to the general pub- 
lic. He is Israel Ampter. 

There are many minor leaders among 
the Communists who are Jews, but 
these don't count, for it is notorious 
that the policies of the Communist 
party are handed down from above, 
and carried out below with an unques- 
tioning obedience unknown in any 
other secular organization. 

The Jews who achieved leadership 
of some importance in the Communist 
party in Russia were: Trotzky (Bron- 
steinj, Radek, (Sobelson). Kamenev 
(Rosenfeld), Litvinov (Finkelstein) , 
Lunatcharsky, ( Mondschein) , Zino- 
viev (Uppelbaum), Bela Kun (Cohen) 
Bogdanov (Silverstein) . The most 
apt commentary on the list is that most 
of these men were expelled from the 
party by the Stalin forces. 



were chiefly engaged in occupations 
and in callings from which commu- 
nists are not recruited ; indeed, their 
own economic interests made them dia- 
metrically opposed to communism. The 
most influential German dailies in the 
pre-Hitler period, such as the Frank- 
furter Zeitung and the Berliner Tage- 
blatt. which were owned by Jews, were 
bitterly opposed to communism. Not 
one prominent or even well-known 



German-Jewish leader was ever identi- 
fied with the communist party in Ger- 
many. According to authentic figures 
given under the auspices of the present 
government, there was only one Jew 
among the 70 communist deputies of 
the Reichstag of 1933. Finally, not 
even the most brazen official mendacity 
can obscure the fact that while there 
were less than 300,000 German Jews 
who were enabled to vote, there were 
fully 6.000,000 communist votes cast 
during the Republic. 

The facts about Soviet Russia and 
the Jews are equally illuminating. 
Among the thirty-six commissars who 
constitute the Soviet Government, only 
two are lews. Neither the president 
of the Council of Commissars, Ry- 
ckoff ; the president of the U. S. S. R., 
Kalinin ; the general secretary of the 
communist party, Stalin ; the president 
oi the Third International, Dimitroff 
arc Jews; nor was the founder of the 
communist party, Lenin, a Jew- A 
large percentage of the millions of Jews 
in Russia before the Revolution were 
trades people, members of the class 
whom the Bolsheviks attacked most 
violently and who had most to lose by 
the victory of communism. Indeed, 
after the Revolution the Soviet Gov- 
ernment declared fully half of the total 
Jewish population in Russia as declass- 
ed, as hindrances to the development of 
the Revolution. Jewish workers in 
Russia were organized in an association 
called the Bund, which opposed the 
Bolsheviks until the very last. Ortho- 
dox Jews and Zionists, whose numbers 
were preponderant in Rusia, are re- 
garded as counter-revolutionaries bv 
the Soviet Government. 

An examination of the lists deliber- 
ately circulated by anti-Semitic agents 
in attempts to establish their thesis that 
nearly all of the Bolshevik leaders are 
Jews reveals that a large number of 
those classified are not Jews at all, and 
that a number of others, far from be- 
ing Bolsheviks, were leaders of the 
anti-Bolshevik movement. W h i 1 e 
Trotzky was a Jew many of the leaders 
of the Mensheviki, the sworn foes of 
Bolshevism, were Jews. The official 
statistics of the Petrograd communist 
party in 1918 shortly after the Revolu- 
tion showed that there were 124.021 
members of whom 74.3% were Rus- 
sians, 10.5% Latvians, 6.3% Poles, 
{Continued on page 19) 
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83^ AND THE JEWISH QUESTION 



The Comptroller of the City of Nezv 
York, Frank J. Taylor, zcas recently 
paid 83c sales tax under protest by a 
man ivho publishes what appears to be 
some party organ. The man's protest 
included the charge that his being sub- 
jected to the tax was "Jewish persecu- 
tion of American Patriotism . . . Jew- 
ish persecution of a non-profit patrio- 
tic agency which is rendering high 
public service by exposing the com- 
minuting activities of the Jezvish-Rad- 
ical Leadership administrations now hi 
control of Tammany, city, state, and 
national affairs." The Comptroller felt 
impelled to reply, and sent this man, 
Robert Edward Edinoudson, of 80 
Washington Street, Nezv York City, a 
letter remarkable for its eloquent char- 
acterization of Jews, Americanism and 
anti-Semitism. The Comptroller's ac- 
tion creates an epistolary incident rare 
in the annals of municipal government. 

After reviewing the legal grounds 
for the refusal of the tax exemption 
asked, the communication continues: 

I AM compelled to dissent from the 
views of those who would refrain 
from giving any expression to the 
resentment and contempt engendered 
by your diatribes. Since Judaephobia, 
like many other diseases, is epidemic I 
deem it the duty of every thoughtful 
citizen to help check and eradicate it. 

Moreover, I prefer to follow the ad- 
vice of Solomon : 

"Anszver a fool according to his fol- 
ly, lest he be zcise in his own conceit." 

In fact, throughout the Bible the fool 
is the subject of corrective treatment. 

"The thought of foolishness is sin." 

The fool's life is in opposition to the 
will of God ; his irresponsibility and 
arrogance all work for the misfortune 
of man. 

By what authority do you presume 
to indict those Jews who are officials 
or employees of this City? What 
knowledge do you have of the character 
and quality of their services? Have 
you ever worked with them side by 
side ? 

I J ere is the opinion of a public ser- 
vant who is entitled to be heard. Hon. 
Alfred E. Smith has said: 

"The Jew today is a most inspiring 
force in public life in this City. 



"A broad vision, a keen sense oi 
right and justice, a love of mankind 
and a devotion to the people's inter- 
ests are qualities that the Jew in pub- 
lic life in this City possesses in a 
marked degree." 

Without regard to politics or po- 
litical views, all those who hold public 
office and who have had the opportun- 
ity to observe the Jews as Municipal, 
State or Federal employees or offi- 
cials will wholeheartedly approve and 
endorse this opinion. My own contact 
with such Jews, based on upwards of 
a quarter of a century in public office, 
has deepened and confirmed the cor- 
rectness of Governor Smith's observa- 
tion. 

YOU have selected Deputy Comp- 
troller Milton Solomon as a spe- 
cial target for your venomous attack. 
When 1 offered this position to Mr. 
Solomon I considered his acceptance as 
an honor, and by his faithfulness, abil- 
ity and industry he has earned my ut- 
most confidence and admiration. Your 
attention is called to the fact that he is 
a veteran of the World War, and like 
a great many of his race he served with 
distinction in defense of his country. 

This is true patriotism. On the other 
hand your appeal to Americanism is 
truly abominable. It is the old way of 
the guilty to invoke the convenient 
apologetics of patriotism. 

You are shamefully attempting to 
pervert the spirit of Americanism by 
the vulgar use you make of patriotism. 
Had you but a true elementary con- 
ception of the meaning of American- 
ism you would not invoke its name. 
Americanism aims to become for the 
common good the expression of man's 
moral and social perfections. To .at- 
tain that goal America knew from its 
very infancy that it must utilize, de- 
velop and preserve every good faculty, 
feeling and power of all its citizens. 
And if America is to become the em- 
bodiment, the visible reality of such a 
goal it must think of itself and of hu- 
manity in terms of individual and 
racial equality. The criterion of Amer- 
ica's success as a great nation lies in 
the harmonious unity of its racial 
groups. 

Theodore Roosevelt said: 
"If as a nation we are split into war- 
ring camps, if we teach our citizens not 



to look upon one another as brothers 
but as enemies divided by the hatred oi 
creed for creed or of those of one race 
against those of another race, surely we 
>hall fail and our great democratic ex- 
periment on this continent will go down 
in crushing overthrow." 

What you are doing is the exact an- 
tithesis of this advice. You are seek- 
ing to place artificial limitations upon 
the rights of Americans. You are forg- 
ing chains of prejudices. 

Your circulars are a betrayal of the 
constitutional guarantees of freedom 
of speech and the press. They make a 
mockery of the confidence which our 
forefathers reposed in the principles of 
Americanism, and cast a sinister sha- 
dow on our ideals. Instead of using 
your pen to create light you are em- 
ploying it to lead man away from truth. 
Instead of using the healing voice of 
Christian charity you are courting the 
infernal spirit of hate. 

No man can be a friend of America 
who under the cheap guise of patriot- 
ism propagates opinions to inflame the 
uninformed against a respected and re- 
spectable portion of our population. 

YOCR inveighing against the Jew- 
ish people at this time is especially 
low and cowardly. Time is now very 
unkind to them. They are being over- 
whelmed with dreadful calamities. 
Sight and sounds of woe greet them 
everywhere. Undeservedly, vast num- 
bers of their race have become the 
sport and prey of a perplexed and per- 
ilously-poised world. It is sad and op- 
pressive enough that the language of 
effective indignation is not so expres- 
sive as it might be. 

To indulge, as you do, in insolent 
menaces against Jewry; to repeat, as 
you do, brazen falsehoods against 
them, will not be tolerated by true 
Americans. 

From the dawn of our history the 
Jews have always stood in the fore- 
front of American life. Their contri- 
bution to the prosperity and happiness 
of America is as great as that of any 
other race and is as secure in history 
as the bed-rock upon which our Re- 
public is founded. The foremost men 
of this nation have done honor to their 
loyalty and service to this country. 

Yours truly, 
FRANK J. TAYLOR 

Comptroller 
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THE JEWISH EPILOGUE OF THE 
FRENCH REVOLUTION 



by Dr. Mark Soliterman 



THE French Revolution opened a 
new chapter in the long and woe- 
ful European history of the Jew- 
ish people. Jewish history must assign 
to this event the same importance as 
to the Proclamation of Cyrus and to 
the Balfour Declaration. 

With the destruction oi the Jewish 
state hy the Romans, the Jews lost 
the control of their destinies. As a 
conquered people they were deprived 
of Roman citizenship and soon were 
to feel the effects of this position- 
Almost immediately after the destruc- 
tion of Jerusalem, the moh of Antioch, 
a city where the name Christian was 
born, forebode already the lot of the 
Jews in the Christian Europe. 

The edict of Caracalla (212) made 
all the free inhabitants of the Roman 
empire citizens and therefore the Jews 
too. This order did not last long. In the 
fourth century Constantine embraced 
the Christian faith, and under the in- 
fluence of the now victorious church, 
he inaugurated a policy of humiliation 
and persecution of the Jews which was 
to l>e enforced through the Christian 
world until the French Revolution. A 
dualistic system of ethics was estab- 
lished in Christian Europe : one for 
the Christians and another one for the 
Jews. During the fifteen centuries, 
elapsed since Constantine began the 
legal oppression of the Jews until the 
French Revolution, seventy-live Jewish 
generations were born and gone. They 
started their lives, labored and died 
under the most dreadful conditions 
ever forced upon any of the white 
races. What it meant in suffering, in 
waste of human values and energy, is 
incalculable. The French Revolution 
broke the spell of these fifteen centuries 
of persecution. Surely there were pre- 
cedents of better treatment of Jews ill 
Europe before the French Revolution. 
Rut to France belongs the undying 
glory of having legally restored to the 
Jew his rights as man and citizen. 

It was not easy even for the French 
Revolution to blot out the old wrong. 
So natural was the belief of the Chris- 
tian in his superiority, privileges and 
priority, so deeply rooted was the tra- 
dition of depriving the Jew of any 
normal chance in life, so customary 
was the gratuitous humiliation and op- 
pression of the Jew that no question 



was more passionately discussed, so 
often raised and adjourned in the 
French National Assembly as the one 
of equal rights for the Jews. Yet this 
question was stirred up regarding forty 
to fifty thousand souls in a nation of 
twenty-five million people of the most 
powerful, united and cultured country 
of that time. 

MOST of the restrictions which 
strangulated the life of the Jew 
disappeared without being repealed. 
They were so absurd that they collapsed 
as soon as the Revolution began to re- 
alize its reforms. Nevertheless three 
decrees consecrated specifically the new 
order for the Jews. Those were: the 
decree of Jan. 28, 1790, admitting the 
Portuguese, Spanish and Avignon Jews 
to citizenship; the decree of Aug. 7th, 

1790, repealing all special taxes im- 
posed upon the Jews and finally, the 
most important one, of September 27th, 

1791, admitting to citizenship every 
Jewish resident of the country taking 
the civil oath. Thus, ninety one words 
condemned fifteen centuries of untold 
sufferings of the oldest among the 
civilized peoples and opened a new 
era in the history of mankind. 

The decree of January 28, 1790, did 
something more than the enfranchise- 
ment of the descendents of the victims 
of the inquisition. It established a pre- 
cedent for an entirely new principle. 
Avignon was legally a papal possession 
occupied by a French force. By ad- 
mitting these Jews to citizenship, 
France laid down a new policy of 
abolishing any religious and racial per- 
secution in any country wherein the 
French flag was raised. It has since 
become a basic political principle of 
every civilized nation. 

Europe was not ripe to accept the 
principles of the French Revolution, 
vet its influence upon the European 
life was immense and reflected natural- 
lv upon the position of the Jews. After 
the victory of the unholy "Hoi}- Alli- 
ance". Germany, Austria and Italy re- 
stored the old feudal political order 
and with it the Jewish disabilities, 
abolished during the short French rule. 

But the assurance, that by persecu- 
ting the Jew, one complies with the 



will of the divine Providence was 
gone. Much less theological and meta- 
physical reasons for the oppression of 
the Jews had to be found. The dual- 
istic standard of ethics was exposed, 
and lost its justification; although 
never actually dismissed. Neither was 
the lew resigned any more to his fate. 
The French Revolution had its effect 
upon his mentality too. The Jews be- 
gan now an active fight for the recu- 
peration of their rights as men and 
citizens. 

SLOWLY, very slowly, Europe 
moved towards the repeal of the 
Jewish disabilities. It took the French 
principle of equality seventy -eight spas- 
modic years to cross the German bor- 
der, seventy-nine years to spread over 
Italy, seventy-six years to gain Austria, 
and 120 years to penetrate into Russia, 
not to mention the smaller countries 
where the Jewish communities were not 
numerous. In 1877 the Jewish equality, 
under the initiative of the French rep- 
resentative, was for the first time in 
history imposed by an international 
congress. The Berlin Congress put 
the newly recognized Balkan states un- 
der obligation to grant full and equal 
rights to ever_\- inhabitant, no matter 
what his religion was. It was again 
the victory of French political princi- 
ples. 

Not in every every country did the 
repeal of the Jewish disabilities es- 
tablish actual equality for the Jews. 
Dc jure admission to citizenship never 
meant actual equality. In Germany 
and Austria the government never ful- 
ly enforced the law. Roumania could 
boast that she never carried out the 
obligation contracted under the Berlin 
treaty of 1877. 

Before the World War about one 
fourth (including the Jews of Amer- 
ica) of the Jewish people enjoyed de 
jure equal rights. The bulk of the 
Jews, living in Eastern Europe and in 
the Orient, labored until the World 
War under the same conditions as their 
forefathers in the Middle Ages. 

The Russian Revolution and the 
Peace treaties recognized equal rights 
for them too. 

{Continued on next page) 



[8] 



Brooklyn Jewish Center Review 



SOMETHING new happened in the 
XlXth century which the French 
Revolution did not forsee. A new right 
was born — that of nationality. It was 
realized that the population of a state 
may belong to several nationalities, and 
to avoid steady causes of international 
conflicts the peace treaties had to guar- 
antee the rights of the national minori- 
ties. Where the Jews lived in large 
masses their minority rights were also 
recognized by the treaties. This was a 
new step forward. In the French Na- 
tional Assembly, Clermont-Tonnerre 
expressed the wisdom of the period by 
saying; "We must refuse everything 
to the Jews as a nation ; we must grant 
them all as individuals". Finally, the 
Balfour Declaration was incorporated 
into the Palestine Mandate, offering a 
chance to the Jews to rebuild their 
national life. 

Thus, after the World War when 
the peace treaties were signed, the de 
jure equal rights for the Jews, pro- 
claimed 128 years ago by the French 
Revolution, were forced upon the 
whole of Europe by the Great Allies. 
The dc facto situation of the Jews 
however did not substantially change. 
Roumauia, the master country for e- 
luding treaty obligations, continues the 
same policy unabated. Poland became 
her brilliant second, reducing her Jew- 
ish population to starvation. Lithu- 
ania and Latvia soon joined the com- 
pany. So it happened that the coun- 
tries which gained their independence 
because of the collapse of the Russian 
absolutism, continued the policy of this 
corrupted government. On the other 
hand, by a capricious smile of fortune, 
the former czar's inferno became the 
only country in the world where there 
is no "Jewish question". There Jews 
enjoy full equal rights, even as a na- 
tional minority. In Russia any attempt 
to vilify a person on account of race 
or nationality has become an offense 
punishable by Law. 

To complete the post-war picture of 
the Jewish position, a drive against the 
Tews began under the German initia- 
tive in the defeated countries, shifting 
on the Jews the responsibility for the 
collapse of the Teutonic megalomania 
and of the old social-economic order. 
In Russia the counter-revolutionary 
gangs and armies covered the Russian 
soil with a hundred thousand murdered 
Jews. Making the Jews the scapegoats 
for the rot of the European politics 
was quite effective. It brought to pow- 
er the European brute and gangster. 
The rise of Hitler to power ended the 



period of dc jure equal rights for the 
Jews. 

Thus, during fifteen centuries of 
Christian rule over Europe, the Jews 
were legally recognised equal citizens 
for fourteen years only. 

It was from Germany that came the 
relapse to the most barbaric persecu- 
tion the world has ever seen. The Jew 
baiting has been proclaimed in Ger- 
many not only as the basic part of her 
domestic policy, but a principle of her 
international relations. Germany pro- 
motes, encourages and finances the per- 
secution of the Jews all over the 
world, repeating the history of the 
Black Death period and of the Cru- 
sades. 

In taking stock of the effects of the 
French Revolution upon our life, we 
find an entangled, complicated situa- 
tion, defying any unifying philosophy 
or analysis. Not mastering our life, we 
have to endure it. The tenor of our 
life is not influenced by our own cre- 
ative forces, but imposed upon us by 
the majority among which we live. 
Before the French Revolution we par- 
ticipated, to a limited degree, almost 
exclusively in the economic life of our 
native countries. Since the French 
Revolution we have also entered their 
civil, political and cultural life, even 
before we gained access to citizenship. 
We have been soon culturally sub- 
merged. We have been living in a 
cross current of influences coming 
from the whole complex life of our 
native countries, from our tragic po- 
sition in the Gentile world, which has 
developed special problems of Jewish 
life in every country where Jews live, 
and finally from our Jewish spiritual 
inheritance. To have a glimpse of the 
situation, we need to analyse our life 
as one of human beings, of citizens 
and Jews. 

As human beings we have grown in 
our self-respect. We are no more sat- 
isfied with the theory of the galuth, we 
are no more delaying our right to hap- 
piness until the coming of the Messiah. 
We have realized that the world is 
also for us and that we are entitled to 
our "pursuit of happiness" like any 
other people. We have flocked to the 
liberal movements which promised us 
the recuperation and protection of our 
human rights. We have merged our 
fate with that of human progress. The 
long suffering made us strive impa- 
tiently for our recognition. To gain 
it. we threw overboard our inheritance. 
We became more sensitive, feeling 
deeper the distress of our humiliation, 



but we have lost in spiritual originality 
and independence. 

AS citizens we are happy to accept 
all duties and discharge them loy- 
ally. Yet we have acquired but formal 
equality. We have been abused no less 
than in any former period of our Euro- 
pean history. In every country charla- 
tans and political parties have built their 
progress by slandering and vilifying 
us, appealing to the bestial instincts of 
the mob. A special patriotism has been 
demanded from us — never to be in op- 
position to the party or persons in 
power. Neither have our rights been 
assured, for we have been under steady 
threat of losing them. Still we have 
contributed to the progress and culture 
of our native countries far beyond our 
numerical strength. The grim joke 
of fate has been that those countries 
which persecuted us most, claimed 
from us the heaviest sacrifices, and 
got them. That this steady social pres- 
sure has affected the psychology, char- 
acter and even health of the Jews is 
self-evident. 

As Jews we have gained by the in- 
timate contact with the Gentile civili- 
zation. We have brought art into our 
life ; but only individuals, especially 
those of the upper class, have enriched 
and rejuvenated their intellectual life. 
The people have not been much affect- 
ed, because our cultured class has de- 
serted the masses. Yet on the whole 
it has been beneficial. Forced in the 
previous centuries to limit our life to 
our own ostracized environment, we 
were running the danger of becoming 
mentally and spiritually stagnant. Our 
intellectual, spiritual and esthetic life 
was confined to the commentating upon 
the Talmud and the wandering in the 
mystic mist of the Zohar and the Kab- 
balah or in the Czadik's miracles. We 
had sharpened our intellect, but were 
disbarred from its application. We 
were brought to the blind alley of at- 
tempting to discover the riddle of our 
existence by combining the numerical 
values of the Hebrew alphabet. There 
was more distress than joy in the Chas- 
sidic escape from reality. We were 
threatened by entangling ourselves with 
the Hindu or Christian ecstatic pessi- 
mism. 

The French Revolution released the 
slumbering forces of our cultured class. 
They acquired the scientific and open- 
minded approach to life and studies. 
But the misery of our situation has pre- 
vented us from receiving all the bene- 
(Con tinned on page 20) 



Brooklyn Jewish Center Review 



m 



BOLD LAUGHTER 

THE WHISPERED JOKES OF NAZI GERMANY 



RECENTLY a little book was 
published in Carlsbad, Czecho- 
slovakia, containing about four 
hundred whispered jokes current in 
( iermany. The butt of these jokes are 
Xazi officials, and they are the sharp, 
but materially ineffective weapons of 
the surviving Nazi opposition. Thou- 
sands of copies were circulated in 
Germany bv underground methods, 
and reportedly enjoyed by even Nazi 
adherents. Through the intercession 
of Paul Joseph Goebels. the propa- 
ganda minister, the book was suppress- 
ed in Czechoslovakia. Prague police 
invading the offices of the publisher 
and confiscating all available copies. 

Following are some of the stories: 

It is said that Goebels sent his pa- 
rents to a concentration camp, holding 
them responsible for his Jewish ap- 
pearance. 

* * * 

Goebels arrived in a provincial town 
to make a speech scheduled for that 
evening. Finding himself with a 
couple of hours to kill he hired a taxi 
to drive him around on a sight-seeing 
tour. 

"T can only drive you until eight 
o'clock." warned the chauffeur. 

"Why?" asked the Minister of 
Propaganda and Enlightenment. 

"Because I don't want to miss the 
Goebels speech." the man replied. 

Goebels was so pleased by the 
driver's interest in him that when the 
trip was over he gave him a ten-mark 
tip. 

The driver was overwhelmed. 

"1 see von are a Jew." he said, "for 
only a Jew can be so generous. I'll 
drive you as long as you like and to 
hell with Goebels !" 

* * * 

On another occasion ( ioebels was 
late for an address in a P.erlin suburb 
and rushed in a cab to the meeting 
hall without waiting for an escort. 

The auditorium was crowded and as 
he began pushing his way to the plat- 
form a Storm Trooper gripped him 
bv the shoulder. 

"I Jew Isaac!" he yelled. "Didn't 
vou read the sign on the door 'Jews 
are forbidden to enter' ?" 



A bear from the menagerie of a 
traveling circus escaped and the mu- 
nicipal authorities of the town where 
the circus was playing offered a re- 
ward for the shooting of the animal. 

Two Jews read the announcement 
on a placard and one of them exclaim- 
ed in fright: 

"Let us run away at once!" 

"What for?" inquired the other 
Jew. "You're not a bear. I'm not a 
bear." 

"Yes," retorted the first Jew. "But 
how can we prove it ?" 

Goering visited a concentration 
camp and noticed that one of the in- 
mates did not jump up to salute him. 

He approached the man and asked: 

"'What is your profession?" 

"I am a merchant," was the reply. 

"What would you do," went on 
Goering. "if one of your employees 
failed to greet you?" 

"I'd send him home." answered the 
prisoner. 

* * * 

At the last debt conference in Ber- 
lin the president of the Reichsbank, 
Dr. Schacht, took an American dele- 
gate aside. 

"My dear sir." said Dr. Schacht. 
"we could pay our debts if we were 
granted a substantial foreign loan." 

"But. ITerr Bank President," the 
delegate replied, "who would make you 
such a loan — under the present cir- 
cumstances ?" 

"We can offer good security," Dr. 
Schacht assured him. "We have 
treasures in the earth and our great 
Fuehrer, llitler." 

"Well, now." the delegate remarked, 
"if these assets were reversed — if you 
had the treasures above ground, and 
the Fuehrer under, the loan could be 
discussed." 

* * * 

A teacher in a classroom called the 
roll. Coming to a Jewish boy sitting 
in a corner he asked sarcastically : 

"And what is your name?" 

"This will make vou laugh." re- 
plied the boy. "My name is Adolf." 

* * * 

Unaccountably, an old Jew found 
his wav into Hitler's study. Der Fiih- 
rei" stared at him in amazement, too 



surprised to be enraged by this appar- 
ition. 

"How did you get in here?" he 
asked. 

The old Jew fidgeted uneasily. At 
last he spoke : 

"f have come to make a request. If 
you will grant it I will tell you how 
1 got through." 

Curiosity impelled Hitler to agree. 

"Well." replied the daring visitor. 
"1 told the guards I was Goebel's 
father and the}- bowed me in." 

llitler was visiting a school. Re- 
viewing the young pupils lined up be- 
fore him he questioned one : 

"What is your name?" 

"My name is Fritz, I Terr Chancel- 
lor." ' 

"And to what party do you belong, 
my child ?" 

"To the Hitler Youth." 

"Very good," Hitler smiled. Ho 
turned to another boy. "And what is 
your name ?" 

"Mv name is Kurt, flerr Chancel- 
lor." ' 

"To what party do you belong?" 
"To the Hitler Youth, ITerr Chan- 
cellor." 

Der Ftihrer patted Kurt on the head 
and went on to a boy who, in the dark 
depths of the school register, was in- 
scribed as a Jew. 

"What is your name." he inquired. 

".My name is Max." the lad replied. 

"And to what partv do vou belong?" 

"To no part\ . II err Chancellor." 

"To no party? Why is that?" 

"l'eeause my parents do not belong 
to any party." 

Hitler became angry. "Is that a 
sensible reason?" he demanded. "If 
vour parents were thieves, murderers, 
gangsters, would you also be a crim- 
inal ?" 

"Xo. flerr Chancellor," the boy ans- 
wered. "1 would be a Nazi." 

* * * 

A Jew came to court with a plea to 
be allowed to change his name. 

"What is vour present name?" the 
judge asked. 

"Cohen," replied the applicant. 

"Cohen?" repeated the judge. "Co- 

(Contiuited on next page) 
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hen is a Jewish name and must not be 
changed." 

"No, I don't want to change that 
name," the Jew told him. "It is my 
first name I want to change — Adolf." 

* * * 

Two jurists met on the street. "I 
have had an exciting day,'" one said. "I 
had to sentence a man to eight years 
for embezzling a hundred thousand 
marks." 

"That's nothing," the other told him. 
"I had to sentence a Jew today be- 
cause he was innocent." 

* * * 

A Jew was riding in a Berlin sub- 
way train. Two uniformed Nazis 
came in at a station and sat down on 
each side of him. 

"Tell me, Jew," taunted one, "what 



are you, a thief or a swindler?" 

"I am between both," replied the 

J ew - * * * 

A Nazi came into a cafe to collect 
donations for a party fund. 

lie rattled his coin box but ever)' 
diner found his attention attracted else- 
where. At last the Nazi spoke to a man. 

"Won't you throw in something?" 

"No," was the reply. 

"No?" repeated the Nazi. "You 
won't donate?" 

"I can't, I am a Jew." 

The collector looked at him bitterly. 
"Strange," he said, "Jews are supposed 
tu be persecuted in our country, yet 
everyone I approach claims to be a 
Jew!" * * * 

Hitler, Goering and Goebels wander- 



ed abuut Berlin incognito to take the 
pulse of the public. Coming to the 
outskirts of the town they met a far- 
mer driving a wagon. 

"Let's bet who of us three he'll give 
a ride," one of the triumvirate said, 
and calling to the farmer, asked for 
a lift. 

The farmer looked them over. 
'"You," he said to Hitler and Goering, 
"can walk. But that poor little Jew 
there, I'll take him." 

* * * 

Goering, a renowned lover of pomp, 
once remarked within hearing of a Jew 
that when he died he would like his 
death to take place on a holiday. 

"You will have your wish," muttered 
the Jew. "Anv day vou die will be a 
holiday." 



WHEN JEWS KNEEL IN PRAYER 



ONE of the most solemn mo- 
ments in the service for the 
Day of Atonement is during 
the Musaph prayer when the story of 
the ritual followed by the High Priest 
in the Temple is rehearsed. This is 
known as the Abodah and relates the 
various steps taken by the High Priest 
in the performance of his duties on that 
day. The narrative is based on the tra- 
ditions contained in the Mishnah, and, 
while most of it is couched in poetic 
form, the exact quotations from this 
ancient, and to a large extent contem- 
porary record, are given in full. In 
the course of the narrative, when the 
story is related of how the High Priest 
pronounced his prayers for himself, the 
priestly family and the whole house of 
Israel, in each case pronouncing the 
name of God in its full form, a prac- 
tice allowed only on this occasion, the 
people who heard it fell to the ground 
and prostrated themselves. When this 
is repeated in the synagogue, the con- 
gregation as well as the reader follow 
the example and prostrate themselves 
at the same time. 

Kneeling as an attitude in worship is 
often found in the Bible. It was ap- 
parently the custom among the hea- 
thens when praying before the idols and 
was also widely practiced among Jews. 
During the dedication of the first 
Temple Solomon is said to have knelt 
while he pronounced his lengthy prayer. 
Ezra knelt when he implored God to 
forgiveness for the Israelites who took 
foreign wives, while Daniel is said to 
have knelt during his prayers three 
times every day. The incident related 



about Gideon's endeavor to reduce his 
army by selecting only such as lapped 
of the water and rejecting those who 
knelt at the well to drink therefrom 
is variously interpreted. The tradi- 
tional interpretation connects this with 
Jthe heathen custom of kneeling before 
the deity so that Gideon inferred that 
those of his soldiers who knelt down 
to drink did it out of their habit to 
kneel before the idol and therefore he 
rejected them. Other commentators ex- 
plain the distinction on the ground that 
those who could drink while standing 
up were the more fit to face the battle. 
In the Temple not only kneeling, but 
also prostration was practiced by the 
lay visitor as well as by the priests. 
While the sacrifical service was in pro- 
gress the people in the courtyard would 
prostrate themselves each time that the 
Shofar was blown. Prostration, im- 
plying the position of the entire body 
stretched out on the ground and the 
arms spread out. was in Biblical times 
the attitude of homage to a king or 
to a superior, as in the case of Jacob 
when be met Esau, or Ruth before 
Boaz and in many another instance. 

In the synagogue the regular posture 
during prayer was either standing up 
or sitting down. Although the Hebrew 
word for bless or praise (Barach) is 
the same as the one used for kneeling 
and probably originated in the re- 
mote period when kneeling was the reg- 
ular attitude at prayer, in the syna- 
gogue service kneeling is hardly ever 
mentioned. At certain intervals bend- 
ing of the knee, or rather bending of 
th entire body forward, is prescribed. 



This is especially the case in the first 
and the eighteenth benedictions of the 
Amidah, and it is distinctly said that 
at no other time should the posture be 
changed from that of standing erect, 
with the feet close together, the eyes 
directed to the ground and with hands 
folded in front of the chest. A rem- 
nant of the older form of prostration 
is preserved in the custom of placing 
the head over the arm during the read- 
ing of the Tahanun prayer. In Baby- 
lonia, up to about the third century, 
this prayer was still recited in a pros- 
trate position, but in modern days the 
laying of the head upon the arm, while 
sitting down, is the attitude followed in 
all different rites. It has been suggest- 
ed that the adoption of the kneeling 
position during prayer by the Christian 
church was the cause for its falling 
into desuetude among Jews, who en- 
deavored to deviate from the customs 
followed by Christians. It was even 
regarded as unseemly for a Jew to 
kneel at any time, even when not en- 
gaged in prayer, because it was so 
widely practiced among Christians. 

The prostration of the body on the 
ground, once on Rosh Hashana and 
three times on Yom Kippur, is an ex- 
ception to the general practice of the 
synagogue, and is preserved in ortho- 
dox congregations as a reminiscence 
of the Temple service, which is re- 
counted with pathetic longing for its 
restoration and with a pathetic nostal- 
gia for its renewal. 

— From the Philadelphia 
Jewish Exponent 
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JEWS IN BASEBALL 

By PAUL G. GOLDBERG 



TWO Jews have captured the most 
coveted prizes that baseball can 
offer. Hank Greenberg, of the 
Detroit Tigers, winners of the 1935 
League Pennant, was designated the 
most valuable player of the circuit, and 
Charles Solomon Myer, better known 
as "Buddy", second-baseman of the 
Washington Senators, annexed his 




League's batting championship. The 
former distinction comes by way of a 
poll of the baseball writers, who annu- 
ally choo.se a player whose efforts have 
proved of greatest value in the moral 
and physical betterment of his club. In 
past years this honor was shared by 
such members of the baseball aristo- 
crasy as Babe Ruth, Lou Gehrig and 
Dizzy Dean. 

These men are not the only contem- 
porary heroes of the Jewish faith. 
There are Milt Galatzer. of Cleveland, 
Moe Berg, of Boston. Ike Danning and 
Phil Wei nt ran b of the New York 
Giants, Herman Fink, of the Phila- 
delphia Athletics. Sid Cohen of Wash- 
ington and Al Schacht. the Boston Red 
^ox coach. Going back a little we find 
Johnny Kling. a great catcher — -the 
greatest, so Bill Granger, veteran 
writer, tells me. of all time. Sammy 
Bohn starred a decade ago. Able ath- 
letes also were Moe Solomon and Andy 
Cohen, whom John J. MacGraw dis- 
covered in his search for Jewish 
players and brought to New York. 



McGraw realized that a large and 
sympathetic Jewish following could be 
gained by introducing a Hebrew, and 
accordingly, to the end of his baseball 
activities, he hunted up and down the 
hinterlands. Solomon and Cohen did 
not leave deep marks on the game, but 
perhaps Weintraub and Danning will. 

The letdown of prejudice against 
Jews in high school and college athletic 
teams has increased the number of 
those who seek placement in the select 
ranks of the major circuits, and broad- 
ened the potentialities for Jewish base- 
ball stars. 

Brooklyn, through "L'ncle" Wilbert 
Kobisou. has been only lukewarm in 
the epiest of a Jewish player, although 
one on Ruble's team would mean a no- 
ticeable swelling in box-office receipts. 
Kobie introduced an outfielder named 
Maxie Rosenfeld who shone late in 
1^32 but thereafter was not seen here- 
abouts. I bear however that Casey 
Stengel intends to give outfielder I larry 
Rosenberg and Pitcher 1 larry Eisen- 
stat long tryovts next spring. 

* ^ * 

It might he asked, just how Jewish 
are these players ? 

In their defence it might be an- 
swered that they are no less Jewish 
than other athletes who must piny on 
Jewish holvdavs, even on Yom Kippur. 
Generally they do not carry their re- 
ligion on their sleeves. Some even 
prefer not to he called Jews. But 
Greenberg and Weintraub and Myer 
look Jewish and act Jewish. They are 
in consequence always being "ridden - ' 
by opposing players ; that is, they are 
not taunted with being Jews but criti- 
cized in other ways. Greenberg for his 




HARBY DANNING PHIL WEINTRAUB 



use of an oversized first-baseman's mitt 
and Weinberg for his overly large feet. 
Greenberg, in fact, is the most hound- 
ed player in the sport, partly because 
be is such a great hitter and many 
Gentiles can't understand this sort of 
talent in a Jew. But none pick on 
him. He is too big to fight. 




BUDDY MVER 



Weintraub is good-natured and does 
not get into quarrels. Berg is greatly 
respected. Danning does not look or 
act the Jew, and Myer — well, they 
don't want to start up with him. He 
is pugnacious, carries the fight to the 
enemy and in fact relishes a fight and 
likes to begin one. Two years ago he 
was severely rebuked for his part in 
a battle-royal. 

Greenberg has taken precedence 
over Myer this season, though the 
latter has been in the game longer, be- 
cause of his leading the Tigers to the 
Pennant and because of his home-run 
proclivities. The fans go for a slug- 
ger. Hank is big. six-feet-four, weighs 
220 pounds, and can pound the ball 
furiously. I l> hit 36 homers this sea- 
son, heading the two leagues along with 
Jimmy Foxx, who tied him on the last 
day with two four-ply smashes. 

But what Hank is most noted for is 
his ability to bat in runs. He knocked 
home 167 of them. Hearing Lou 
Gehrig's all-time record and bettering 
{Continued on next, page) 
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the National League mark of 164, set 
by pudgy Flack Wilson in 1930. He 
specialize- in doubles and at field is 
one of the most improved workers. 
Last year he was crude; this season 
he improved 100 percent, although he 
still fumbles plenty. In the second 
game of the World Scries three Aveeks 
ago he made two errors in one inning, 
but this was pardonable because as it 
was later discovered, he played with a 
broken wrist. This injury forced him 
out of the series after he had hit a 
homer in the second inning. 

Big Hank was born in Greenwich 
Village, but at the age of seven his 
family moved to a shady street over- 
looking Croton Park, in the Bronx, and 
there he started to play ball. At Mon- 
roe High School he excelled both at 
baseball and basketball. On the bas- 
ketball team "Bruggy", as he was then 
called, was the center, and led the quin- 
tet to a city championship. 

The Senators and Tigers both heard 
of him and offered him contracts. But 
J lank wanted to go to college. The 
Senators would allow him only two 
years, and he turned to the Tigers, who 
permitted him four. Hank lasted but 
one year at N. Y. U., for the baseball 
fever was too strong in his blood. 
Furthermore, according to his agree- 
ment, he could not play baseball or 
football. So he left school and was 
farmed out. He played for a while 
with the Bay Parkways in Brooklyn, 
Hartford in the Eastern League and in 
the Texas League, where Dizzy Dean 
also prepped. 

At 23, Hank was given a Spring 
tryout with the Tigers and assumed a 
regular berth in 1934. Rogers Hornsby, 
who is caller by some a Kluxer, named 
Hank the best player in the game to- 
day, a high tribute. He batted .326 
this season, placing sixth in the league, 
and only his letdown in the last few 
weeks deprived him of a higher rating. 
He is said to be keeping company with 
the daughter of a Detroit bank presi- 
dent and is favored to get a substantial 
increase over this year's salary of $12,- 
000. His ambition is to better Babe 
Ruth's all-time home run record of 60 
circuit clouts, but prefers to wait a 
few years before he attempts it. 

Buddy Myer is a Southern boy who 
has been traveling in the big time since 
1925. He began with Cleveland then, 
was in the minors a few years and was 
purchased by Washington. He played 
well there at second base and was sold 
to the Boston Red Sox two years later, 
in 1928. He led the team in batting, 



with a mark of .313, and Washington 
turned over no less than live players, 
representing $75,000 in "ivory", in a 
famous deal to get him back. He has 
been with the Nats ever since, but 
this year the Yankees will make a de- 
termined effort to buy him. His pres- 
ence will mean a Pennant for New 
York in 1936. Every club is anxious 
to secure him, for he batted .350 this 
season to head all hitters, and is a great 
fielder, too. Manager Joe Cronin said 
of him that he is the most aggressive 
and fiery second baseman he has ever 
played with. He is 31 and married to 
the former Miss Minnie Lee Williams, 
of Ellisville, Miss. 




Moe Berg 

Moe Berg by all odds, to me, is the 
most interesting player in baseball. He 
speaks seven languages, possesses three 
or four college degrees, took a graduate 
course in Latin at the University of 
Paris, supplementing his undergradu- 
ate studies of romance languages and 
Korean philosophy, and entered Colum- 
bia Law School while playing ball, 
graduating in 1 ( >2S. In character he is 
modest and unassuming. 

lie was born in Newark, N. J., of 
wealthy parents, and attended Prince- 
ton, So ela^y was he at shortstop 
that the Brooklyn Dodgers signed him 
in 1923 and farmed him to Beading, of 
the International League. Thence he 
came to the Chicago White Sox and 
has played with Washington and Bos- 
ton. 

He started as a shortstop, but early 
became a catcher. It seems that Mana- 
ger Ray Schalk of Chicago found three 



injured receivers on hi> hands. .Moe 
volunteered to catch. Schalk thought 
that if he could speak seven languages, 
he could also catch. Moe did and 
thanked Schalk tor the trial. Schalk 
replied, "I ought to kiss you," and 
made him the regular catcher. Berg's 
modesty is traditional. Une day, while 
talking with several writers (he is 
much sought after) another player 
-trolled up and asked him to read some- 
thing written in several foreign ton- 
gues. Moe replied, blushing, his eyes 
cast downward, "I don't read nuttin' 
but de box scores." 

Galitzer is a Chicago youth who has 
been in baseball eight years, trying out 
with Cleveland since '30. He made 
good last year and this season batted 
.302. He is a good leadoff man, an 
excellent outfielder, and a fair slugger. 
In l r) 33 he batted .351 for Toledo and 
previously with Terre Haute hit .375 
in the Three-I loop. Great things are 
expected from him with the Indians, 
who were favored to win the pennant 
this year. At 25. he has many good 
years before him. 

Danning and Weintraub are two 
good hitters of whom Manager Terry 
of the Giants expects much. Danning 
is being groomed as the regular catcher 
and Phil is being converted from an 
outfielder to a first baseman. Danning 
bails from Los Angeles where he was 
a high school football, baseball and 
basketball star. He was purchased by 
Pittsburgh in 1927 at the age of 16 
and came to the Giants in '34 via 
liridgeport. Terry is stuck on him, and 
the boys affectionately call him "Ike". 
He is a steady catcher and dangerous 
as a hitter. 

Weintraub. a Chicago pal of Galit- 
/er, and son of wealthy parents, has not 
matched the other JeAvish players in 
their rise. It is said that he became 
swellheaded after leading the league 
down South with .400 in batting. He 
has lots of color, but fields poorly. He 
attended Loyola U. and played much 
minor league ball. The Giants had to 
pick between him and Hank Leiber 
two years ago and chose the latter, 
shipping Phil back South. Immediately 
a storm of protest arose from the Jew- 
ish fans in New York, but Terry was 
rightly adamant. He came back this 
season and hatted an indifferent .241, 
two points less than Danning. More is 
expected of him. however. He has one 
passion, automobiles, buying one after 
another. 

Mystery shrouds the religious iden- 
{Cont'uuicd on Page 20) 
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THE HASSID and the JEWISH THEATRE 



THE ancient Jews seem to have 
known nothing of the drama. Al- 
though there are dramatic elements 
in the Bible, there is no dramatic ac- 
tion. The Bible contains almost all 
the known literary forms — lyrical, epic 
and narrative — but drama is not one 
of them. In this, as in many other 
respects, the lews differed from the 
Creeks, whose whole life was domi- 
nated by the gymnasium, the hippo- 
drome and the theatre. What little 
the Jews knew of the theatre was at 
that time no longer the chaste and pure 
institution to invite the Jews to emu- 
late it. 

There is at least one book in the 
Bible — the Hook of Job— that possesses 
all the elements of the dramatic art, 
but the Jewish origin of even this 
dramatic poem has been seriously ques- 
tioned. During the Middle Ages the 
Jews had satires and parodies which 
playfully caricatured Bible characters 
and events, but no dramas. The reason 
for this neglect is not far to seek. 
Drama requires action and the life of 
the Jew* was too confined and cir- 
cumscribed to create drama. The his- 
tory of the Jewish stage is. therefore, 
a purely modern production. It arose 
during the last quarter of the nine- 
teenth century under the influence of 
emancipation. It is barely more than 
a half a century old and it came under 
the impulse of Hassidism. 

The influence of J. L. Perez was 
far-reaching. As Hassidism may be 
said to have provided the impulse to 
the modem Hebrew satire*, the privi- 
lege may he claimed for it of having 
also stood at the birth of the Yiddish 
drama. The Yiddish theatre owes its 
origin to a variety of causes and cir- 
cumstances, but the Hassidic contri- 
bution must not be overlooked. If 
Hassidism did not create the Jewish 
stage, it contributed much to its amuse- 
ment. The Yiddish theatre sprang di- 
rectly from the very heart of the 
people and it reflected all their passions 
and prejudices. 

There is no department of activity 

This is an excerpt from Jacob 
S. M in kin's book, "The History 
of Hassidism," which has attract- 
ed much attention. It is reprinted 
here with permission of the pub- 
lishers, the MacMillan Co. 



By DR. JACOB S. MINKIN 

where Hassid-baiting has been more 
persistent and popular than on the 
Jewish stage. It was a pastime at 
which all the Jewish playwrights tried 
their hand. However mediocre the play 
and unimaginative the actors, there 
was always a clown, invariably label- 
led a Hassid, who could be relied upon 
to relieve the dullness of the perform- 
ance. It was a tradition that was faith- 
fully carried on by the Jewish drama- 
tists, who handed it down to their 
successors with utter disregard of the 
truth and disdain of human feelings. 
Taking their cue from the Haskalah 
fanatics the Yiddish play-makers made 
the Hassid strut the stage as an un- 
couth, unlovely, stammering caricature 
of a man, a hypocritical, sinister being, 
bent upon evil-doing, without a nobler 
impulse stirring his cold and dark 
heart. 

It was by no mere accident that An- 
ski stumbled on "The Dybbuk" 
legend. An -ski was a poet, a socialist, 
a revolutionary who had long since 
emancipated himself from the preju- 
dices and pettiness of the Hebrew in- 
tellectuals, lie was a collector of folk- 
legends who was intrigued bv the Has- 
sidim world that Perez, had discovered. 
He probed for beauty where the ex- 
terior was uncouth and repellent, for 
truth where outwardly there was no- 
thing but sham and superstition ; and 
when the glory of the Dybbuk fell into 
his lap, he knew that be had the germ 
of an exquisite dramatic idea. 

THE DYBBUK" was one of the 
most frequented works of the 
Jewish theatre and was plaved in Yid- 
dish, Hebrew and English simultane- 
ously. Never was such a drama seen 
on the Jewish stage. "The Dybbuk" 
marks a change in the world's esti- 
mate of Hassidism. It is not a drama 
that concerns itself with the problem 
of an individual soul, but one that 
portrays the mystic longing and ec- 
stasy of a great religious sect. It 
makes I fassidism live again in all 
its spiritual grandeur and fantastic 
beauty, in all its uncouth loveliness 
and mystic faith. "The Dybbuk", 
is the epic of Hassidism. and Bialik's 
poem. Haiiiataiiiid . is the epic of Rab- 
binism. It atones for all the prejudice 
with which this movement had been 
treated. Were Hassidism to disappear 
and Hassidism be no more, their spirit 



could be resurrected and made to live 
again by the sheer power of this play. 

Almost all the elements of the Has- 
sidic atmosphere are symbolized in the 
drama : the dimly lighted synagogue 
whose walls are black and damp with 
the tears of generations; the Hassidim 
who sit there, half-starved individuals, 
whose dark eyes burn with the faith 
and passion of their people. Sender, a 
rich and purse-proud Jew, comes in to 
announce the bethrothal of his daugh- 
ter, lie calls for refreshments and 
dancing, according to the manner of 
the Hassidim. Hunger and desperation 
are soon forgotten. Feet are raised, 
normal attitude assumed, bodies grow 
erect, hands are joined. They dance 
on and on. Sender calls for more and 
more dancing. The pace of the dancers 
grows faster and faster. Everybody 
is caught up in the mad whirl of the 
dance. Coat-tails fly in the air and 
the feet seem never to touch the earth. 

THE wedding approaches. A ban- 
quet is spread for the poor. Then 
more dancing. This time it is the dance 
of the beggars, a weird, angular dance 
like a rattle of dry bones, grotesque 
vet fascinating, till Leah, half-pleased, 
half-terrified, becomes exhausted and 
swoons. The bride goes to the ceme- 
tery, according to Hassidic custom, to 
invite the soul of her dead mother to 
attend her wedding. The Messenger 
tells her that the souls of those who 
had died before their time, live on ill 
new incarnations and arc sometimes 
assimilated in the bodies of living 
people. Leah understands and invites 
the soul of her dead lover, Hanan. 

Azriel. the Zadflik of Miropol, ap- 
pears, a man spent by fasts and peni- 
tential exercises. He feels unequal to 
the great task of exorcising the Dyb- 
buk. "Who am 1," he cries, "a poor 
mortal, that all the woes and sorrows 
of the world should be brought to me?" 
But be quickly gathers strength from 
the thought that a Jewish soul is to 
be saved. Then comes the weird Has- 
sidic ceremony of expelling the evil 
spirit, accompanied by the rituals of 
scrolls, candles and robes, one of the 
most fantastic, vet impressive specta- 
cles seen on the Jewish stage. 

It is a vanishing world, a fleeting. 
{Continued on next page) 
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forgotten dream that An-ski recap- 
tured for the stage. Its men and wo- 
men, with their thwarted lives and 
twisted souls, are as though they had 
arisen from their graves. We see them 
in their pettiness and greatness, in their 
fanaticism and sincerity, in their filthi- 
ness and glamor. It is a monument 
of enduring strength and beauty that 
An-ski built in honor of a sect that 
was mocked and taunted, parodied and 
mimicked. The work that Perez had 
begun, An-ski completed. Both these 
men, one in fiction and the other in 
the drama, have written credentials for 
Hassidism that are honored by all 
the world. * * * 

"Yoshe Kalb," by J.J. Singer*, does 
not move on the same exalted plane 
as "The Dybbuk." It harks back to 
the JIaskalah rather than to Perez. It 
is a drama of realism. It is a protest 
against the idealization of a creed 
which, despite its inherent beauty and 
spiritual warmth, has brought great 
sorrow and suffering to the people who 
professed it. Its men and women, its 
atmosphere and temperament, move 
on a lower plane than that of "The 
Dybbuk."' There ma) - be occasional 
flashes of genuine greatness in the 
types and characters the play portrays, 
but, on the whole, they are gross and 
vulgar, coarse and repellent. There is 
shame in their religion, hypocrisy in 
their piety, a worldliness in their pro- 
fessed spirituality. Its saints and 
teachers, its leaders and officials are in- 
terested not in their people but in 
themselves. They built altars not to 
God but to themselves, so that they 
might be adored and deified, worship- 
ped, fed and fattened from the toil 
and labor of their blind believers. 

After "The Dybbuk," "Yoshe Kalb" 
comes as a great shock, as though one 
saw a great ideal dragged into the 
very mire. The disappointment is keen 
and painful. But one must remember 
that the two represent a complete pic- 
ture of Hassidism, one portraying the 
purity and idealism of the movement, 
the other its decadence and degeneracy. 
One symbolizes the creation of Rabbi 
Israel Baal Shem Tob, the other de- 
picts the product of the stupid, blun- 
dering and plundering men who came 
after him. Azariel and Elimelekh de- 
pict by contrast the greatness and pa- 
thos of a movement that aimed so 
high and aspired so nobly, but which 
fell in the end into coarse and gross 
worldliness. An-ski was the poet of 
Hassidism and Singer is its realist. 
One beheld the grandeur of its faith, 



the other its destruction. The warm- 
ing gleam which brought cheer and 
happiness to thousands, ended in fanat- 
icism and delusion, bringing with it 
nothing but sorrow and disappoint- 
ment. 



MODERN products and in- 
ventions such as paper dishes 
and sanitary cups, have aided 
many Jews to observe Kashruth, while 
new discoveries in medicinal science 
and dietetics have supplied the Jew 
with new arguments in favor of diet- 
ary observance. In a magazine article, 
one writer maintained that the taboo 
placed on pork and shellfish by the 
Mosaic law is still sound hygiene, that 
science has proved that pork takes an 
hour and a half longer to digest than 
beef and that shellfish have been at 
the bottom of more than one typhoid 
epidemic. A prominent Western phy- 
sician, although a vegetarian, advises 
people that if they must eat meat it 
ought to be Jewish meat, for fresh- 
killed food is more healthy than other- 
wise, and that it is dangerous to drink- 
milk soon after meat or to combine 
milk or butter with meat in one's diet. 
Other leading doctors in various sec- 
tions of the country have, repeatedly 
contended that pork is a frequent car- 
rier of the tuberculosis germ, that a 
pork-chop is more harmful to the hu- 
man mind and body than liquor and 
that ham is a frequent cause of appen- 
dicitis. 

To fortify Jewish merchants, so to 
speak, against the great American 
breakfast craving for bacon and eggs, 
a Western Rabbi has created a so-call- 
ed synthetic "beef-frye" which is now 
on sale in Jewish shops and which is 
said to look, taste and smell like bacon 
and at the same time to be positively 
kosher. And to compete with a popu 
lar American gelatine dessert Jewish 
cook-books abound with recipes based 
on fruit juices which when properly 
cooled are said to be equally tasteful. 
Further, the "yearning for chometz" 
during the Passover week has led to 
the establishment of Passover shops 
where specially prepared candies, cakes 
and other sweets (often imported from 
foreign lands) are available with rab- 
binical seals and authority duly present. 

Of course, many of our very pious 



*lt should be pointed out that "Yoshe 
Kalb" was originally a novel, and the 
work the author here discusses is the 
dramatic version of it made by Mau- 
rice Schwartz. — Editor. 



Jews have been known to go to all 
sorts of extremes even in modern 
times and have separate sets of false 
teeth for meat and milk meals and 
also for the Passover holidays. One 
wealthy Jew. maintains three separate 
kitchens in his home, one for meat, 
one for milk and one for parvah (con- 
taining neither milk nor meat) food 
products. 

But in general modern living has 
provided few obstacles to the Jew who 
strongly desires to preserve the tra- 
ditional practices of his people, and 
has even facilitated the observance of 
Kashruth. 



A NOTE ON MISS CRANE'S 
DESCENT 

To the Editor, 

Permit me to inform you that on my 
mothers' side there is a straight de- 
.scent from Isaac Abarbanel. 

On my father's side from the 
Cranes of Massachusetts. 

There are to this day Abarbanels in 
Pimento Street, Sevilla, and there are 
Cranes in Massachusetts. In our fa- 
mily the name of Abarbanel is anchor- 
ed to my brief biography in Who's 
Who in America, and both families are 
happy and placid. 

Wtih deep respect, 

Nathalia Crane 



1 believe that participation in the 
games under the Swastika implies the 
tacit approval of all that the Swastika 
svmholizes. ... I believe that for 
America to participate in the Olympics 
in Germany means giving American 
moral and financial support to the Nazi 
regime, which is opposed to all that 
Americans hold dearest. Therefore I 
hope that all Americans will join with 
me in opposing American participa- 
tion in the Olympic games and aid me 
in having the games transferred to 
another country. 

— from former Judge Jeremiah T. 
Mahoneys letter to Dr. Leivald. 



KASHRUTH IN THE DAY OF PAPER PLATES 
and "BEEF FRYE" 

By IRVING DAVIDSON 
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A NOTABLE JEWISH HISTORICAL NOVEL 

A REVIEW BY DR.- ISRAEL H. LEVINTHAL 



"Festival at Meron," by Harry Sackler, 
( ovici-Friede, New York, $2.50. 

THAT Jewish history is rich with 
dramatic incident worthy of the 
pen of the greatest writers was 
eloquently proven by Lion Fencht wan- 
der, when he gave ns "Josephus" and 
"Power". In these books the eminent 
novelist wove his materials in such a 
manner that the most ordinary historic 
incidents took on new lustre and re- 
vealed to us hidden treasures. 

Harry Sackler, a writer who has al- 
ready achieved a fine reputation as a 
dramatist, has again proven to us how 
rich Jewish history is in artistic revel- 
ation. Taking the heroic and mystical 
character of Rabbi Simeon ben Yohai 
as his main subject, he unfolds a pic- 
ture of his times that completely fas- 
cinates us from beginning to end. 
The glorious attempt of Bar Kochba 



to throw off the yoke of Roman op- 
pression, the role of the illustrious sage, 
Rabbi Akiba, in this rebellion, and, 
above all, the part played by the young 
and true pacifist Rabbi Simeon, are 
here portrayed with such impressive- 
ness that the reader lives through the 
entire period and begins to understand 
something of that mystic power inher- 
ent in the Jewish people which makes it 
immortal. 

This reviewer lias himself had the 
privilege of witnessing the quaint Fes- 
tival at Meron, at the grave of Rabbi 
Simeon on Lag B'Omer, where thous- 
ands from every part of Palestine and 
other lands of the Near East gathered 
to dance and to sing in honor of his 
Yahrzeit. Only upon reading Sackler's 
epic novel can one really understand 
the hold that this sage has had upon the 
heart of the Jew these last eighteen 
hundred years. 



The chapter which describes the 
meeting of Rabbi Simeon and the Ro- 
man Emperor Marcus Aurelius, and 
gives an account of their discussion on 
Roman and Jewish ideals of life, is so 
brilliant and so idled with flashes of 
wisdom, that it alone would stamp the 
book a classic. What a prophetic 
vision the Rabbi displays when, speak- 
ing of the role of the few in history, 
he says to the Eni]>eror-philo«?opher : 
"It will be hard and dolorous and, at 
times, inglorious. But we expect to 
do that very unheard-of thing. 1 wish 
I could speak to you again — later — a 
thousand years hence — or two thous- 
and — ." 

Here is a truly great work, one that 
will take its place among the leading 
historical novels of all lands and all 
peoples. 



THE SHADCHONIS INDUSTRY 



SHADCHONIS or marriage-bro- 
kerage has by no means departed 
this life. In place oi the old practice 
of having the rabbis or other trusted 
individuals of the communities arrange 
the marriages of young people by 
travelling from city to city and creating 
contacts, we now have large matri- 
monial service bureaus carrying on a 
thriving business. They maintain well- 
furnished offices and reception rooms, 
advertise frequently in the newspapers 
and otherwise utilize the most pro- 
gressive and scientific methods of com- 
munication and publicity. What at one 
time was a decided personal procedure 
has now become a practice based on 
large-scale and rather impersonal con- 
siderations. The modern shadchan is 
a broker in the real sense, marrying off 
his couples in large numbers and col- 
lecting his commissions with commer- 
cial dispatch. No longer does the pro- 
verbial marriage-broker visit the fami- 
lies of the marriageable young people 
to bargain and argue over dowries and 
settlements, but instead, the would-be 
brides and grooms flock to the preser.t- 
day shadchan to consult him in his pri- 
vate office. In New Y'ork City, hun- 
dreds of young people each month are 
married off through these agencies, 



although because of the confidential 
character of the practice little is known 
about it. So useful has modern shad- 
chones seemed to a writer in one of 
the New Y r ork dailies, that he suggest- 
ed that the practice be widely introdu- 
ced in our metropolis in order to bring 



YESTERDAY I met you 
And walked with you awhile 
And wondered at the beauty, 
The radiance of your smile. 
The curling tendrils of your hair, 
The oddity of eyes, concealed 
By half-closed lids that, opening, 
Two liquid-clear brown depths reveal- 
ed. 

I thought you very clever. 
But it wasn't what you said ; 
It was the way the moon shone 
On your uncovered head. 
Your gestures, your artist hands. 
That dreamy look in your veiled eyes, 
The resonance of your deep voice, 
The buoyancy that age defies. 



happiness into the lives of so main 
oi our unmarried young people who 
have found it socially difficult to make 
suitable matches for themselves, not- 
withstanding the so-called abundapcx 
of opportunity. 

— Irving Davidson 



Today I met you once again 
And sat with you — alone 
And listened while you told me 
A philosophy, your own 
Conceptions of life's meanings. 
\ our views, your hopes, your ideals ; 
But all the while I wondered 
How your black hair feels. 
Strange that I thought vou clever be- 
for 

By physical manifestations. 
And strange that 1 think you handsome 
now 

From mental revelations. 



INCONSISTENCY 

By Sylvia Wiexek Gross 
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ACTIVITIES IN THE 
BROOKLYN JEWISH CENTER 



MORRIS ROTHENBERG, PRESIDENT 
OF THE ZIONIST ORGANIZATION, 
TO OPEN FRIDAY NIGHT LECTURE 
SERVICES NOVEMBER 1st 

Rabbi Levintlial is happy to an- 
nounce to the readers of our Review- 
that Morris Rothenberg, president of 
the Zionist Organization of America, 
who has just returned to America from 
a tour of Palestine and from the Zion- 
ist Congress at Lucerne, will open our 
season of late Friday Night lecture 
services on Friday evening, Novem- 
ber 1st. 

Air. Rothenberg will speak on a very 
interesting subject : "From the Nine- 
teenth Zionist Congress to Palestine". 
The last congress has evoked so much 
interest on the part of all thinking 
Jews that we feel confident all of the 
members of the Center and their 
friends, will avail themselves of this 
opportunity to get a first band report 
of these proceedings. Equally fascina- 
ting will be Mr. Rothenberg's report of 
what be saw of the life in the new 
Eretz Israel. 

The services will begin promptly at 
8:30 o'clock, and a special section of 
the synagogue will be reserved for the 
members. 

Rev. Samuel Kantor will lead in the 
congregational singing, proceeding the 
lecture. 



PROF. HARRY ELMER BARNES TO 
ADDRESS CENTER FORUM NEXT 
MONDAY EVENING 

The famous sociologist, historian and 
criminologist. Professor Harry Elmer 
Barnes, will be the speaker at our For- 
um on .Monday evening. < )ctober 28th, 
promptly at 8:30 o'clock. The subject 
of his lecture on that evening will be: 
"The Crisis of World History". 

Professor Barnes stands in the fore- 
front of those Americans who are now 
engaged in the task of humanizing 
knowledge. His books have been some 
of the most stimulating, thought pro- 
voking in recent years. He has recent- 
ly published a book "The History of 
Western Civilization", which created a 
great deal of serious thought and com- 
ment. He is the author of : "Genesis 
of the World War", "The Story of 
Punishment", "World Politics", "Can 



Man be Civilized"? etc. 

Admission will be free to Center 
members and 25c to non-members. 



RABBI LEVINTHAL PLANNING IN- 
TERESTING SERIES FOR FRIDAY 
EVENING SERVICES 

Among the subjects that Dr. Eev- 
inthal will treat at the Late Friday 
Night Services the coming month will 
be: "Twenty-five Years of Brooklyn 
Jewish Ministry", which will be a re- 
view of Brooklyn Jewish life in the 
twenty-five years that our Rabbi has 
served as Rabbi in this borough ; 
"Chief Rabbi Kook, the Man and His 
Achievements", which will be a tribute 
to the beloved chief rabbi of Palestine 
who recently passed away. Our Rabbi 
will also deliver a series of addresses 
on : "Chassidism — Its Teachers and Its 
Teachings", based on that fine work 
that has recently been published, "The 
Romance of Chassidism", by Rabbi 
Jacob S. Minkin. 

We are confident that these Friday- 
night lectures will attract as large con- 
gregations this year as they have in 
the past. 



THE ITALIAN-ETHIOPIAN SITUATION 
TO BE DISCUSSED AT OUR FORUM 
ON MONDAY EVENING, NOV. 4th 

Carla Orlando and Professor Max Ascoli 
to participate in the Symposium 




Max Astoli Carla Orlando 

The present war between Italy and 
Ethiopia will be discussed from two 
points of view at our Forum on Mon- 
day evening, November 4th. at 8:30 
o'clock. Two famous Italians, Miss 
Carla Orlando and Professor Max As- 
coli, will present the subject from two 
opposing viewpoints. 



The case for Italy and for her ad- 
venture in Ethiopia will be championed 
by Miss Carla Orlando, daughter of 
Italy's war-time Premier and the ex- 
ecutive secretary of the Italy-America 
Society. Miss Orlando has been a com- 
panion to her famous father who was 
one of the "Big Four" at the Peace 
Conference, and enjoyed the rare pri- 
vilege of informal association with the 
leaders in the political, intellectual, so- 
cial and financial life of Italy. 

Professor Max Ascoli will oppose 
Italy's war against Ethiopia. As a 
political exile from Italy, having come 
to America in 1931, he was formerly 
professor of Political Philosophy in aii 
Italian University, and is now on the 
faculty of the New School for Social 
Research. He is the author of a num- 
ber of books on political subjects and 
has contributed many articles to the 
Atlantic Monthly on foreign affairs, 
social research, etc. He has recently 
published a book: "A Quest for the 
Political Conscience". 



CASE STUDY IN IMPERIALISM ON 
THE ITALO-ETHIOPIAN SITUATION 

The third in a series of lectures on 
"Problems of Sociology" will be deliv- 
ered by Mr. Nathan Kleinhandler next 
Wednesday evening, October 30th. at 
8:30 o'clock. The subject of his lec- 
ture on that evening will be: "Ca-e 
Study in Imperialism — The Ttalo- 
Ethiopian Situation". In this lecture, 
he will discuss the causes and results 
of imperialism in the light of present 
imperialistic ventures as well as the 
past. 

Mr. Kleinhandler is a well-known 
sociologist and lecturer, having made 
a study of the problems and written 
extensively on the subject. 

Cm the following Wednesday eve- 
ning, November 6th, Mr. Kleinhandler 
will speak on: "War — Can We Pre- 
vent It?" This will be followed by a 
lecture on : "Our Muddled Foreign 
\ffairs". which will be delivered on 
Wednesday evening. November 13th. 

Admission to the entire course is free 
to members as well as non-members. 
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INSTITUTE OF JEWISH STUDIES FOR 
ADULTS OPENS WITH LARGE 
ENROLLMENT 

More than 1 50 men and women have 
already registered for the third season 
of the Institute of Jewish Studies for 
Adults. 

This year, five courses are given in 
the study of the Hebrew language, and 
courses are also given in Jewish His- 
tory, Jewish Religion, Talmud, both 
as a literature course and the study of 
the text, the Bible as Literature, the 
History of Jewish Literature and Con- 
temporary Jewish Life and Problems. 

After another week, some of the 
classes, especially in elementary and in- 
termediate Hebrew, will be closed for 
further registration. It is, therefore, 
important that the men and women of 
the Center register as soon as possible. 



CONSECRATION CLASS TO MEET 
THIS SUNDAY, OCTOBER 27th 

The first consecration class which is 
now being organized for the Conse- 
cration Services to be held next Sha- 
buoth, will hold its first session this 
Sunday morning, October 27th, at ten 
o'clock. 

Girls who intend to enroll in this 
class are asked to see Dr. Levinthal 
this Sunday morning. 



SUNDAY SCHOOL TO OPEN THIS 
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 27th 

All classes of our Sunday School 
will commence its season's work this 
Sunday morning, October 27th. 

All former pupils and new regis- 
trants are asked to report in the Beth 
Hamedrash promptly at ten o'clock 
where they will be assigned to their 
respective classes and teachers. 



HEBREW SCHOOL ENROLLMENT 
STILL OPEN 

New pupils will be accepted in our 
daily Hebrew School for the next two 
weeks, after which they will have to 
wait until the opening of the next 
term, February 1st. 

We urge parents to please register 
their children as soon as possible. 



PARENT-TEACHERS ASSOCIATION 
OF THE CENTER ACADEMY TO 
MEET OCTOBER 29th 

The season's first meeting of the 
Parent-Teachers Association of the 
Center Academy will be held Tuesday 
evening, October 29th, at 8 :30 o'clock. 

An elaborate program has been ar- 



ranged which will be of interest to all 
parents of the Center Academy pupils. 



SOCIAL COMMITTEE ANNOUNCES 
THE FORTHCOMING SOCIAL AF- 
FAIRS OF THE CENTER 

Sunday, Oct. 27th — Golf Tournament 
at the Idlewild Beach Golf 
Club. 

Tuesday, Nov. 5th — Election Returns 
and Dance following the Bas- 
ketball Game in the Gym. 

Thursday, Nov. 28th — Thanksgiving 
Dinner. 

Tuesday, Dec. 31st — New Years Eve 
Revel — Bigger and Peppier 
Than Ever ! 



COMMITTEE ON GENERAL ACTIVI- 
TIES TO MEET TUESDAY EVENING 

An important meeting of the Com- 
mittee on General Activities will be 
held next Tuesday evening, October 
29th, at 8:30 o'clock. 

Members of the committee are ur- 
gently requested to attend this meeting 
promptly, as per schedule. 



MEETING OF THE RELIGIOUS SER- 
VICE COMMITTEE THIS TUESDAY 

The Religious Service Committee 
will meet on Tuesday evening, Octo- 
ber 29th, at 8 :30 o'clock. 



STRONG NEWARK Y. M. H. A. TEAM 
TO OPPOSE OUR CENTER FIVE 
ELECTION NIGHT 

The 1935-36 edition of the Center 
Basketball Team will be on display 
Tuesday, November 5th, election night 
at 9 P. M. The start of the season 
will find the Center Team a very strong 
combination. The squad has been work- 
ing very hard for the past few weeks 
in order to get into shape for the 
opener. There are several new-comers 
to our ranks of basketeers that will add 
height, speed, and therefore consider- 
able power to our club. The members 
that will comprise our squad are : Artie 
Kaufman, Joe Lefft, Robt. Segal, Geo. 
Rabinowitz, Sid Rabinowitz, Morris 
Strausberg, Murry Zukor, Irv Levine, 
Sam Siegel and Simon Boardman. 

Joe Lefft, Robt. Segal and Simon 
Boardman are the new members of the 
squad, while Artie Kaufman, who play- 
ed with us occasionally last season, will 
be with us through out the year. Let's 
all come out and support the team elec- 
tion night against the strong Newark 
Y. M. H. A. combination. Admission 
will be 50c. An invitation dance will 
be held in the main ballroom following 



the game, in conjunction with election 
returns. 

GOLF TOURNAMENT THIS SUNDAY 

The Center Golf Tournament at 
Idlewild Beach will be held this Sun- 
day, October 27th. 

All those who have registered for 
the tournament are requested to assem- 
ble at the Center promptly at ten 
o'clock, when they will proceed to the 
golf course. In case of inclement 
weather, the tournament will be post- 
poned to the following Sunday. 



NEWS IN THE POOL 

Those interested in taking American 
Red Cross Beginners, Junior Life Sa- 
ving or Senior Life Saving, see the 
Swimming Instructor. Classes are be- 
ing organized now; take your test now 
and become a member of the great 
American Red Cross. 

Beginners : Any age. 
Junior Life Saving: 12-17 years 
of age. 

Senior Life Saving: 18 and over. 
Those taking senior life saving must 
first prove their capability in swim- 
ming. Sylvia Baumgarten, 

Gym and Swimming Instructor 

NEWS IN THE GYMNASIUM 

Schedule for Winter Season — (Tues.) 

7:30—8:15 Handball 

8:15—9:00 Basketball or Calis- 
thenics 

9 :00— 9 :30 Dancing 
By popular request, tap dancing 
will be taught by the gym instructor. 
Social dancing will be substituted at 
various times. Come down and join 
in the fun! 

CONGRATULATIONS 

Congratulations and best wishes are 
extended to Mr. Louis T. Blumenson 
of 798 Montgomery Street, upon the 
birth of a son to his children, Dr. and 
Mrs. Bernard Glick. 



DAILY SERVICES 

Morning Services at 7:00 and 7:45 
o'clock. 

Mincha Services at 5 P. M. 



THE SABBATH 

Kindling of Candles at 4:44 P. M. 
Fridav Evening Services at 4:50 
P. M. 

Sabbath Morning Services at 8:45 
A. M. 

Mincha Services at 4 :50 P. M. 

Class in Ein Yaakob under the lead- 
ership of Mr. Benjamin Hirsh at 4:00 
P. M. 
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APPLICATIONS FOR MEMBERSHIP 
AND REINSTATEMENTS 



The following have applied for mem- 
bership in the Brooklyn Jewish Center: 

Baron, Albert 

Unmarried Metals 

Res.— 752 East 53rd Street 

Bus. — 120 Broadway 
Fishberg, Anna L. 

Unmarried Bookkeeper 

Res. — 712 Crown Street 

Bus. — 26 Exchange Place 
Freedman, Martin 

Married Men's Furnishings 

Res. — 805 St. Marks Avenue 

Bus— 129 Orchard Street 

Glick, Lee 

Unmarried Paper Jobbers 
Res.— 134 Tapscott Street 
Bus.— 147 West 24th Street 

Goldsamt, S. 

Married Fruit 
Res. — 706 Eastern Parkway 
Bus. — 157 Chambers Street 
Proposed by Jacob S. Doner 

Goodman, Ruth 

Unmarried Secretary 
Res. — 441 Ocean Avenue 
Bus. — Woolworth Building 
Proposed by Tobias Zwerdling 

Greenfield, Murray A. 
Unmarried Lawyer 
Res. — 154 Empire Boulevard 
Bus. — 50 Court Street 
Proposed by Louis Berg 

Haber, Sol 

Unmarried Student 
Res— 1150 Lincoln Place 
Proposed by Louis II. Schesinger 

Joachim, Benjamin 

Married Chemists - Engineers 

Res— 1501 President Street 
Bus. — 261 Norman Avenue 
Proposed by Alex Bernstein and 
Louis Zankel 

Kaplan, Anna 

Unmarried Employment 

Res.— 579 Powell Street 

Bus.— 214 DufTield Street 
Kimler, George J. 

Married Paint Manufacturer 

Res. — 1035 Washington Avenue 

Bus. — 100 Lexington Avenue 

Proposed by A. Apter 

Marks, Jean 

Unmarried Knitwear 
Res. — 759 Gates Avenue 
Bus. — 10 Stanwyx Street 
Proposed by S. H. Goldberg 



Meyers, Lila 

Unmarried Publishers 
Res. — 474 East 93rd Street 
Bus. — 104 Fifth Avenue 

Narefl, Jonas 

Married Resident Buyer 

Res. — 1035 Waslungton Avenue 
Bus. — 450 Seventh Avenue 
Proposed by Henry Steinberg 

Ouittner, Carl 

Married \\ oodworkmg 

Res. — 1469 Carroll Street 
Bus. — 43 East 19th Street 
Proposed by Uscar Kurshan 

Rader, Estelle 
Unmarried 

Res. — 488 yuincy Street 

Robbins, Edward 

Unmarried Haberdasher-Hatter 
Res. — 639 Eastern Parkway 
Bus. — 200 Fulton Street 

Rosen, David 

Married Jobber in Curtains 

Res. — 690 Crown Street 
Bus. — 1150 Broadway 
Proposed by S. H. Goldberg 

Rosen, Pearl 
Unmarried 

Res. — 488 yuincy Street 
Rosenblooin, David 

Unmarried Investigator 
Res. — 1373 Sterling Place 
Bus. — 3802 — I4th Avenue 

Rubin, Saul 

Married Lawyer 
Res. — 1453 President Street 
Bus. — 39 Broadway 

Saffer, Harry 

Unmarried Clothing 
Res. — 144 Grafton Street 
Bus. — 44 West 18th Street 
Proposed by Louis SafTer 

Schuster, Jacob 

Married Bakery 
Res. — 209 Schenectady Avenue 
Bus. — 269 Schenectady Avenue 
Proposed by Maurice Rosenwassei 

Skovreinsky. Solomon 

Married Real Estate 

Res. — 420 Eastern Parkway 
Proposed by .Abraham Ginsburg 

Sorgen, Isaac D. 

Married Attorney 
Res. — 842 Classon Avenue 
Bus. — 130 Clinton Street 
Proposed by Nathan D. Shapiro 



Spiro, Julius Bertram 

Unmarried Investigator 
Res. — 1558 President Street 
Bus. — 505 Court Street 
Proposed by Morris Kramer 

Waldman, Harry 

Unmarried Haberdasher 
Res. — 157 Vernon Avenue 
Bus. — 127 Orchard Street 

Weinberg, Bob 

Unmarried Silk Jobber 
Res. — 1461 President Street 
Bus. — 225 West 35th Street 
Proposed by Alanuel Merovitz 

Zucker, Herman 

Unmarried Cert. Public Acct. 
Res. — 1506 President Street 
Bus. — 270 Madison Avenue 
Proposed by Louis Simon and 
Isidor Fine 

The following have applied for re-in- 
statement as members: 

Asher, Philip 

Married Leather 
Res. — 1538 Union Street 
Bus.— 900 Broadway 
Proposed by Charles Perman and 
Henry Seinfel 

Cohen, Morris G. 

Unmarried Engineer 
Res. — 787 Linden Boulevard 
Bus. — 787 Linden Boulevard 
Proposed by Irving Cohen 

Fischer, Harold H. 

Unmarried Insurance 
Res. — 417 East 52nd Street 
Bus. — 392 Hudson Street 
Proposed by Louis Schachter 

Germain, Allen 

Married Department Store 

Res. — 25 Eastern Parkwa}' 
Bus. — 550 Fifth Avenue 
Proposed by Maurice Finkelstein 
and Joseph M. Schwartz 

Geschelin, Maurice 

Unmarried Attorney 
Res. — 294 Van Buren Street 
Bus. — 217 Broadway 
Proposed by A. H. Zirn 

Goldstein, Nathaniel L. 

Married Attorney-at-law 
Res. — 135 Eastern Parkway 
Bus. — 511 Fifth Avenue 
Proposed by Emanuel Greenberg 

Koeppel. Isadore S. 
Married 

Res. — 370 Brooklyn Avenue 
Proposed by Henry Seinfel 
(Continued on Page 22) 
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WHO ARE THE JEWS IN COMMUNISM? 



5.7% Esthonians, 2.6°/c Lithuanians, 
and 2.6% Jews. 

It is plain from the above how little 
evidence there is for the malicious 
charge of a so-called Jewish communist 
link. If the Jews are to be condemned 
because there are some communists 
among them— men who have never in 
the slightest degree concerned them- 
selves with Judaism — then there is not 
a people on earth that might not with 
equal right he condemned. 

Thu>e who have even an elemental"} 
acquaintance with the traditions cher- 
ished by our people during the two 
thousand years since the destruction of 
the Jewish state know that complete 
and unequivocal loyalty to the country 
of one's citizenship is a basic principle 
of Jewish life. F/ver since the Baby- 
lonian exile, spiritual leaders from 
Jeremiah down have adjured the Jew- 



(Coiitiiiui'rf from Fayv 5) 

ish people to seek the peace and pros- 
perity of the land in which they live, 
to pray unto the Lord for it; for in 
the peace thereof they would eujo\ 
peace. 

Students of the origin o! the Amer- 
ican form of government have pointed 
to the debt which the Colonial fathers 
owed to the inspiration of the Hebrew 
Bible. Leckv. the distinguished histor- 
ian, expressed this debt in the famous 
dictum : "Hebraic mortar cemented the 
foundation of American democracy!" 
To millions of American Jews as well 
as to millions of Jews in other lands, 
therefore, the tenets of liberalism and 
democracy are the most dearly prized 
ideals. Jewish emancipation has always 
gone hand in hand with the progress 
of democracy. Any form of govern- 
ment or economic system which is 
based on, or maintains jtscif bv, the 



suppression of the elemental basis of 
human liberty- -freedom of speech, or 
the press, of association, of religious 
worship — is. therefore, abhorrent to 
them. 

The real reason for the propagation 
of this falsehood becomes apparent in 
Chancellor Hitler's words when be re- 
fers to "Marxism and its related par- 
liamentary democracy." Under the 
pretext of an attack on Bolshevism, 
many of whose tyrannical features 
have been adopted by the National So- 
cialists, the Nazi Government has in 
practice robbed the German people of 
their civil rights, suppressed freedom 
of speech, of the press and assembly, 
has destroyed the free labor unions and 
confiscated their funds ; and it is now 
engaged in a pagan assault upon the 
religious conscience of the Protestant. 
Catholic and )ew alike. 



THE BROOKLYN JEWISH CENTER 
NEEDS NEW MEMBERS 



AND 



NEW MEMBERS NEED 
THE CENTER 

BRING THEM TOGETHER 

On the opposite page are listed the applications of 29 prospective 
members. If you personally make the effort it should not be hard to bet- 
ter this number next month. 



THE RATES ARE MODERATE: 



$50.00 per year per family (in- 
cludes husband, wife and chil- 
dren up to 21 years of age) 



vear for Unmarried 



S3 7.50 per 
Member 

S25.00 per year for Girls 
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THE JEWISH EPILOGUE TO THE FRENCH REVOLUTION 

(Continued from Page 8) 



fits of this new development. Our Jew- 
ish being has been driven into our 
subconscious life and revealed itself 
only as a revolt against foul abuse. 
Such a Judaism (Trutzjudentum) is a 
negative one and is unable to give us 
the "joy of creativeness". Identifying 
ourselves with the dominating majority, 
we have approached the study of our 
lore and history as strangers. We have 
been unable to unify our past, present 
and future into a Jewish outlook which 
would have helped the Jew to expand 
his creative self. We have lost the 
power of original Hebraic creativeness, 
the inspiration from our spiritual in- 
heritance. We have been afflicted by 
the blight of apology, and wasted and 
sterilized our forces on it. With the 
exception of the Hebrew and Yiddish 
literatures, literary productions of Jews 
about Jews, in every language of the 
world, are full of apology. In Western 
Europe this process has come to its 
maturity ; in Eastern Europe it is still 
in progress. The intelligenzia and the 
upper middle class have merged their 
cultural life with that of the domina- 
ting majority. The working class is 
under the influence of international 
socialism, whereas the lower middle 
class is intensively religious and has a 
strong Jewish folklore life. It is this 
class that has created our modern He- 
brew and Yiddish literature. In Rus- 
sia, where the Jewish life is under 
communist control, the Jews have been 
segregated from the world Jewry and 
"proletarian" Jewish culture is being 
fostered with the medieval German as 
a national language. In fact, the so- 
cialist influence upon our working class 
trained the Jewish worker to fight for 
his right to live, but it manifested a 
perfect indifference, if not hostility to 
Jewish values. 

As a result of these entangled de- 
velopments and interwoven influences, 
a confused psychic complex has been 
laboring in the innermost Jewish self. 
As eager as we were to identify our 
life with that of the dominating ma- 
jority, we could not accept indiscrimi- 
nately everything from the Gentile 
world. Certain features of that life 
and culture were objectionable to us. 
Certain manifestations of that life 
caused us untold sufferings. There 
were also positive features in our Jew- 
ish tradition which we could not hon- 
estly give up; they were worthwhile to 



be preserved and cultivated. On the 
other hand, we were brutally and ruth- 
lessly driven back to ourselves with a 
profound feeling of vexation and dis- 
appointment with our "emancipation". 
An intense longing arose for a clear 
balanced Jewish spiritual life. 

This longing found its expression 
and outlet in the Zionist movement. 
Zionism gave Judaism a goal. It gave 
a Jewish solution to the Jewish woes. 
It established a Jewish policy for 
reaching this goal. No more self-ob- 
literation, political begging and apol- 
ogy, but a reconstruction of the Jew- 
ish life of our people based on self- 
reliance. It did away with the split of 
our cultural and spiritual life, dividing 
it into human or universal and Jewish. 
There is in Zionism one cultural and 
spiritual iife, uniting synthetically both 
universal and Jewish, thus ending the 
demoralizing complex of the Jewish 
soul. We see only the beginning of the 
Zionist achievement but its cheerful 
and creative influence is already felt 
wherever Jews live. It seems that we 
are beginning again to make our his- 
tory. 

All these developments are a direct 
outcome of the change brought about 
by the French Revolution in our life. 
We must not lose our eternal grati- 
tude to the French people. 

It has been said that we recupera- 
ted our rights because of the abstract 
principles proclaimed by the French 
Revolution. It is true that the welfare 
of our people depends upon the ethical 
principles dominating the majority, 
controlling our life. The ethical prin- 
ciples which grew from the French 
life in the XVIII-th century have con- 
tributed to our enfranchisement. But 
the French Revolution could not deny 
us the benefit of these principles with- 
out betraying itself. Those who were 
responsible for our recovery of "the 
rights of man and citizen," were not 
only idealists, they were shrewd and 
practical reformers. They knew per- 
fectly well how the immoral persecu- 
tion of the Jews poisoned the whole na- 
tional life, bringing demoralization into 
its very fabric. They had to remove 
the disabilities not only for us but more 
so for the country's benefit. 

In the light of our historical experi- 
ence we may look without despair into 
the future. Our welfare is intimately 



bound with the welfare of humanity. 
It is distressing and painful always to 
be the first victims of the assault of 
barbarism, but our persecutors also 
pay a heavy price for it. Our fate is 
intimately bound with the moral pro- 
gress of mankind. 

JEWS IN BASEBALL 

(Continued from Page 12) 

tity of Heinie Manush of Washington, 
former batting champion of the Amer- 
ican League. Some say he is Jewish. 
He neither confirms nor denies it. It 
is posible he is half-Jewish. 

Three other league figures are He- 
brews. Sid Cohen of Washington is 
a younger brother of Andy Cohen, and 
shows promise as a pitcher. Herman 
Fink of the Athletics is a likely-look- 
ing rookie who may win starting spurs 
next season, too. 

The third is Al Schacht, famous 
member of the Schacht-Nick Altrock 
comedy team for many years. Inciden- 
tally Schacht has not spoken to Al- 
trock in years, because of a quarrel 
though they still team together. Al 
pitched for Washington and then be- 
came coach. Cronin took him to Bos- 
ton in this capacity. His playing days 
are long since over, but he is needed 
wherever a festival air at sports con- 
tests is appropriate. 



A MORAL SANCTION 

If the Olympic Games come off in 
Berlin as arranged, the event will be 
hailed as a wonderful Nazi demonstra- 
tion and triumph. Now, it may not be 
possible to have the games transferred 
to another place, but it ought to be 
possible to arouse and direct a feeling 
not only in the United States but in 
other countries against participating 
in a great sports meeting under the 
auspices of a Government which disre- 
gards and denies true sportsmanship. 
It would not be necessary to indulge in 
violent denunciations of what the Nazis 
are doing and proposing to do. Ath- 
letic associations in other lands could 
simply say that they did not wish to 
join in contests with representatives of 
a regime that repudiates the Olympic 
standards and the very principles of 
sport as understood throughout the 
world. This would be the application 
of a moral sanction which could not 
be hidden from the German people and 
which they would not fail to under 
stand. 

— New York Times 
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THINK 
OF THE 
LIVING 



Inevitably death must visit every home. 
At such times the living are plunged into 
mourning and distress, and it is an addition- 
al burden to them to be forced to care for 
details which should have been looked after 
earlier. 

Select a final resting place when it is pos- 
sible to do so easily, and with consideration. 
And when you select one of the plots of the 
Brooklyn Jewish Sub-division of the Old 
Montefiore Cemetery at Springfield, L. I., 
you know that you have selected ground 
that is distinguished by beauty and dignity 
— and is a tribute to the memories of those 
who have passed on. 

The Secretary of the Center will be glad 
to furnish you with details. Convenient 
terms may be arranged. 



BROOKLYN JEWISH CENTER 

667 EASTERN PARKWAY BROOKLYN, N. Y. 



DIGNIFIED AND 
DISTINCTIVE SER- 
VICES AT HOME 
OR CHAPEL 



FLATBUSH MEMORIAL CHAPEL 
WM. SHERMAN AND SONS 
FUNERAL Dl RECTORS 



1283 CONEY ISLAND 
AVENUE . . . BROOK- 
LYN, NEWYORK 

Phone Mldwood 8-3300 

Branch: 125 Varet St. 

Phone: PUIaski 5-0167 
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THE AGUNAH CONTROVERSY 

(C on tinned from Page 4) 

one of the conditions for a divorce has 
been fulfilled. The rabbinical court will 
then proceed to free her from her 
marriage. 

The storm which the Union of Or- 
thodox Rabbis lias raised on this very 
simple and indispensable modification 
in Jewish legal procedure is really an 
interesting phenomenon. For observe, 
that the ordinance is in straight con- 
formity with Jewish traditional law. 
Not one of the Orthodox rabbis has as 
yet given a single argument based upon 
Jewish juristic literature against it. 
And it is calculated also to preserve 
the authority of Jewish law. For most 
apparently, should the Jewish marriage 
law continue to work inequitable hard- 
sliip as it has in the past, it will eventu- 
ally fall into contempt and disuse. Yet 
despite all these facts, the members of 
the Union could find nothing to con- 
tribute to an elucidation of the problem 
except denunciation and invective. 

Judaism is the ever-growing civili- 
zation of the Jewish group, of which 
law is an integral part. Jewish life must 
be ordered by Jewish law, but that 
Jewish law, like that Jewish life gen- 
erally, must be acceptable to intelligent 
human beings, and deserving of their 
confidence. 

— The Reconstructionist 



APPLICATIONS 

(Continued from Page 18) 

Margolis, Morris 

Unmarried Chemist 
Res.— 64 East 95th Street 
Bus. — Municipal Building 

Merovitz, Jesse Z. 

Married Fertilizer 
Res. — 500 Ocean Avenue 
Bus. — 492 Scholes Street 
Proposed by Mrs. A. E. Merovitz 

Merovitz, Manuel 

Unmarried Fertilizer 
Res. — 1461 President Street 
Bus. — 492 Scholes Street 
Proposed by Mrs. A. E. Merovitz 

Tanenbaum, Lawrence 

Married Piece Goods 

Ke.s. — 941 Washington Avenue 
Bus. — 573 Broadway 

EMANUEL GREENBERG, Chairman 
Membership Committee 



SISTERHOOD PLANNING THEATRE 
PARTY IN NOVEMBER 

At the last meeting of the Sister- 
hood, the President of the organiza- 
tion, Mrs. Phillip Brenner, announced 
that plans are being made for a Thea- 
tre Party to be held during the month 
of November. Further details regard- 
ing the date and play chosen will be 
published in the Bulletin. 



OF SPECIAL INTEREST TO THE BOYS 
AND GIRLS 13 TO 16 YEARS OLD 

All boys and girls, children of Cen- 
ter members, between the ages of 
thirteen and sixteen, are requested to 
be at the Center this Saturday evening, 
October 26th, promptly at 7:30 o'clock. 

Mr. Maurice Bernhardt, member of 
the Committee on General Activities, 
will be present on that evening to dis- 
cuss with them plans for club activities 
during the season. 

It is important that all boys and 
girls of the Center attend this meeting 
so that we may organize the groups for 
the season's work. 



CONDOLENCE 

We extend our sympathy and con- 
dolence to Mr. Jacob Mormar of 369 
Crown Street, upon the death of his 
father on October 22, 1935. 



CONGRATULATIONS 

Congratulations and best wishes are 
extended to Mr. and Mrs. Morris 
Gorelik of 1431 President Street, upon 
the engagement of their daughter, 
Sonya, to Air. Robert L. Presser of 
New York. 



THE 

CENTER RESTAURANT 

will open for the season 

Sunday, November 3rd 

at 12 noon 



Excellent meals will be served in 
our Restaurant every Sunday 
during the season from 12 noon 
to 5 P. M. 

Arrange to attend on the opening 
Sunday and as often as you 
possibly can. You will facilitate 
matters a great deal if you will 
telephone the Center in advance 
(PResident 4-1400) so that res- 
ervations may be made for you. 



Dinner De Luxe $1.25 per person 
Also A la Carte 

• 

"Meet Me in the Center 
Restaurant" 





Mr. and Mrs. PHILLIP BRENNER ENDORSE 
Mr. MILTON HERTZ lor COUNTY JUDGE 



To our mam friends in Jewish communal life we address the reccomneda- 
tion that they vote for MR. MILTON HERTZ, who is a candidate for Judge 
of Kings County, on the Repuhlican ticket. 

Our acquaintance with Mr. Hertz for the past fifteen years has revealed to 
us as a man of wisdom, integrity and humanity. These are qualities essential in 
an administrator of justice. They are qualities not often found concentrated in 
one person. Therefore the election of Mr. Hertz is a guarantee that the com- 
munity will be splendidly served by him. 

MR. MILTON HERTZ has been a resident of Kings County since 1890. 
He is a prominent lawyer and has taken an active interest in numerous communal 
enterprises- He is one of the most thoroughly qualified meivto offer himself for 
the judiciary. We appeal to all our friends, and to all thoughtful citizens in the 
community, to vote for Mr. Hertz, and to influence others to vote for him. 

MR. & MRS. PHILLIP BRENNER 




Wedding 
Decorations 



1685 PITKIN AM 
BROOKLYN. N Y QUR SPECIALTY 



WE CARRY A COMPLETE LINE OF 

FRUIT BASKETS 

FOR EVERY OCCASION 



THE BROOKLYN JEWISH 
CENTER'S OFFICIAL FLORIST 



Telephone: Dickens 2-4000 



KENSINGTON CARPET COMPANY, 



Incorporated 



BROADLOOM CARPETS 
RUGS 
LINOLEUMS 



7 EAST 33rd STREET, NEW YORK CITY 

AShland 4-1748-9 



KNOW THE TRUTH ABOUT YOUR FEET 




This condition is known as inflared foot. It was 
caused by shoes which did not allow the large toe to 
lie in a normal position. 

Shoes to correct and relieve this condition will be 
found at the Tree Mark Shoe Store. 




An example of malformed and distorted toes with 
broken down metatorsal bones. 

Tree Mark will construct a special shoe to fit feet of 
this type. 




Short, pointed shoes are to blame for this condition. 
Insufficient room in the forward part of the shoe 
caused the small toe to overlap the second toe, and 
the bunion is the result of pressure. 

There is a Tree ( Mark shoe with a special bunion 
pocket so that your foot cannot be irritated. 




The flattened sole of this foot was caused by an ex- 
tremely weak ankle. A corrective arch support shoe 
is necessary to relieve this condition. 



Give support to the muscles and 
securing the proper shoes at the 
Store. 



body weight by 
Tree Mark Shoe 



When shopping or walking wearies you . . . when your knees feel stiff . . . when you suffer agoniz- 
ing pains . . .stop and ask yourself: Is all this torture necessary? 

TREE MARK carries hundreds of lasts in stock. One of them matches the shape of your foot. It 
will fit as though molded on. It will put lightness and spring into your feet. 



TREE-MARK SHOE COMPANY 

6 DELANCEY STREET NEW YORK 



THE NEW POSITION OF 
THE JEW 

OLYMPIAD OR NAZI AD? 



A MARXIST ANSWER TO THE 
AD t E R-CO H E N-V LAD E K STATE- 
MENT ON JEWS IN COMMUNISM 



LIVING IN PALESTINE 

An Observer's Letter on Everyday Conditions in the 
Jewish Homeland 



JEWISH IMMORTALS IN 
FOOTBALL 

THE AGUNAH CONTROVERSY- 
WHAT IT MEANS 



1 



NOVEMBER 



1935 



USE 



Paragon 

FUEL OILS 

CORRECTLY GRADED FOR 
SKYSCRAPER, HOTEL, 
APARTMENT HOUSE 
INDUSTRIAL P LA N T 
AND PRIVATE DWELLING 

" 1 r 

. Day and Night Service . . . 



Paragon Oil Company 

Incorporated 

16 East 43rd Street New York 




Telephone 

VAnderbilt 
3-6360 
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WELCOME, EMIL LUDWIG 

WE are, in all frankness, happy 
at the forthcoming visit to the 
Center, of the distinguished 
historian and biographer, Emil Lud- 
wig. In the fourteen years since the 
organization of the weekly Forum, we 
had the good fortune of bringing to our 
platform most, of the leading public 
figures in our own country and some 
of the prominent visitors from the 
other side. Jane Addams, William 
Jennings Bryan, Thomas Riley Mar- 
shall, U. S. Senators William E. 
Horah and Burton K. Wheeler ; Joseph- 
us Daniels, Clarence Darrow, Sinclair 
Lewis, Will Durant and Sherwood An- 
derson are a few of the leading Ameri- 
can thinkers and statesmen who have 
graced the Center Forum. Foreign 
countries supplied us with men and 
women of the type of Sir Norman An- 
gell, Lion Feuchtwanger, the late Lord 
Thompson, Sir George Faish, Lord 
Harry Snell, Alfred Adler, Ambassa- 
dor Sao-Ke Alfred Sze, Maxa Nordau, 
Sarojini Naidu, Count llya Tolstoy, 
Col. Josiah Wedgewood and a host of 
others. 

This imposing list of dignitaries is 
now augmented by another worthy 
addition in the person of our notable 
guest, Emil Ludwig. 

Born in 1881, the son of a German 
oculist Herman Ludwig Cohn, a free- 
thinking Jew, Emil Ludwig knew lit- 
tle of Judaism or the Jewish religion. 
"What we lacked in religion at home," 
he says in his autobiography, "was 
made good on the practical side by 
training in morals and on the mystical 
side by training in music. In an edu- 
cation based as ours was on Natural 
Science, the Jewish religion played as 
little part as the Christian." 

The anti-Semitic wave following the 
foundation of the German Empire re- 
sulted in the change of the family name 
to that of Ludwig. The father refused 
to have his children baptized although 
he knew that "whether things go too 
well or too ill with the Germans, it is 
always the Jews who are blamed." The 
changing of/ the name from Cohn to 
Ludwig. he felt, would somewhat miti- 



NOVEMBER, 1935— HESHVAN, 5696 



gate their suffering as Jews and ad- 
vance their interests. 

Nevertheless Emil Ludwig was bap- 
tized during his student days but gave 
notice of his seccession from the Chris- 
tian Church a few days after the ass- 
assination of Walter Rathenau. "I was 
determined to leave the Christian Com- 
munion," says Ludwig, "now that Ger- 
man anti-Semitism had found vent in 
the murder of one of their best men. 
1 felt more one with my race, since 
it was again to be persecuted in my 
fatherland." 

He left Germany, a voluntary exile 
in Switzerland, where he has been re- 
siding ever since. 

When he recently arrived in New 
York he stated in an interview that 
"the coming of the Nazis was a rather 
welcome thing. So many of our Ger- 
man Jews were hovering between two 
coasts ; so many of them were riding 
the treacherous current between the 
Scylla of assimilation and the Cha- 
rylxlis of a nodding acquaintance with 
Jewish things. Thousands who seemed 
to be completely lost to Judaism were 
brought back to the fold by Hitler, 
and for that I am personally very 
grateful to him." 

Emil Ludwig has of late come into 
closer and closer contact with Jewish 
life. He was one of the leading figures 
at the conference held in London for 
the purpose of promoting the boycott 
of German-made goods. He attended 
the recent World Zionist Congress and 
declared himself an favor of the estab- 
lishment of a homeland in Palestine. 

We greet him not only as the great 
literary figure that he is but also as a 
fellow Jew and Zionist. — J. G. 



AN APPRECIATION 

THE Rabbis of old tell us that of 
all the Jews who journeyed in the 
wilderness, God loved one family 
of one- tribe more than all the others — 
the family of Kcbat, of the tribe of 
Leir. And the reason for this great 
love was the fact that all other Jews 
who had burdens to carry put them in- 
to carts or on the backs of camels or 
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donkeys. Not so the family of Kcbat. 
They carried the Avon Kodcsh — the 
Sacred Ark of the Law — and they bore 
it on their shoulders No wonder God 
paid them that tribute of love. 

In our Center, as in all Jewish in- 
stitutions, there are various types of 
members. Some merely pay clues but 
give no personal interest. Others do 
both. All members of whatever type 
serve the institution, and all are be- 
loved. Hut there are happily amongst 
our members those who may be classi- 
fied as the Family of Kebat of our in- 
stitution. They carry the precious load 
of the Center upon their shoulders. 
They do not seek the easy way of help- 
ing, but always show a willingness to 
carry the, Sacred Ark — heavy though 
it may be. 

Of this type are those members who 
have nobly, beautifully, responded to 
a Kol Nidre Appeal. What a happy 
•feeling must be theirs to know that 
they are the Kcbats of this community ! 



CENTER GREETS WELCOME 
VISITORS 

IT was a happy thought that prompt- 
ed the Minister and a number of 
the members of a neighboring 
Church to pay a visit to our Center on 
a recent Sunday and to learn from 
personal observation not only the beau- 
ty of our building, but also of the work 
that we are endeavoring to do. From 
the interest they evinced in all that was 
told to them, we believed that they 
went away with a finer and clearer 
understanding of Jewish life and activ- 
ity in this community. 

Such neighborly visits are the most 
effective means of promoting real 
good-will amongst the peoples of vari- 
ous faiths. Much of the prejudice and 
ill-will that abounds is due to misun- 
derstanding and misinformation. Only 
when we truly know each other, each 
other's ideals and ways of life, do we 
come to that finer relationship that 
should exist between all the peoples of 
this land. The Center was happy to re- 
ceive these friends. We hope they will 
come again, and that others, too, will 
follow their fine example. — I. H. L. 



The Brooklyn Jewish Center Review is published monthly by the Brooklyn Jewish Center at 667 Eastern Parkway, Brooklyn, 
New York. Manuscripts should be sent to this address and will be carefully considered by the editors. Subscription $1 per year. 
Joseph M. Schwartz, President Henry Seinfel and Hyman Aaron, Vice Presidents B. J. Kline, Treasurer Max Herzfeld, Secretary 
Israel H. Levlnthal, j.d., l.h.d., Rabbi Joseph Goldberg, Administrative Director 
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OLYMPIAD OR NAZIAD ? 



By DR. ISRAEL H. LEVINTHAL 



THERE is a striking legend told 
to us by the Rabbis with refer- 
ence to the familiar tale about 
Noah and the flood. After all the ani- 
mals had entered the ark and Noah 
was ready to lock the doors, a strange 
applicant appeared and asked permis- 
sion to enter. "What is your name?" 
asked Noah. And he answered : "I am 
Slicker — Falsehood !" "I am sorry," 
said Noah, "but you cannot enter. We 
have an express command that all who 
enter here shall come by pairs, and you 
come alone." 

Falsehood then went to seek a part- 
ner. And the story goes on to tell how 
he finally found one — Misfortune, who 
joined him on the condition that she 
might appropriate what Falsehood 
earned. 

It seems to me that if Slicker were 
challenged today to choose a life part- 
ner, he would choose Diplomacy ! And 
the reason why Falsehood seems to be 
so rampant as well as so successful in 
our dav is just because it succeeded in 
mating itself with that type of clever 
shrewdness that is commonly termed 
Diplomacy.' 

Ordinary Falsehood can be easily 
detected even by the most ignorant of 
the masses. But when Falsehood is ac- 
companied by its faithful mate Diplo- 
macy, then it easily succeeds in blind- 
ing and fooling even the most en- 
lightened. 

The Jew instinctively felt the danger 
of Falsehood when accompanied by 
this zealous mate. Not Sheker was 
man's real clanger, but Mirinah, Deceit 
— which is falsehood accompanied by 
diplomacy. That is why he prayed 
thrice daily: "My God, guard my 
tongue from evil and my lips from ut- 
tering MirinaJi — Deceit !" 

* * * 

In no discussion of recent times has 
this type of Falsehood been so evident 
as in the arguments offered in favor of 
American participation in the Olympic 
games in Germany. It seems to me that 
there is something symbolic in the fact 
that the main defender of the German 
Olympiad is not only a general but a 
diplomat, well trained in modern diplo- 
macy, which he uses so cleverly in be- 
half of the cause that he has made his 
own. 

And this diplomatic trickery is evi- 
dent in the attempt that is being made 
to present the question of the Olympic 
Games as a Jewish issue, as one in 



which the Jew alone is interested, and 
as one which affects only the Jew, in- 
stead of presenting it — as it of right is 
and should be — an American issue, that 
interests all fair-minded and liberal 
Americans of every creed and color 
and race ; as an issue that touches the 
very principle of American democracy, 
and an issue that affects the very na- 
ture of sport itself. 

I heard over the radio the address 
which General Sherrill recently de- 
livered before the Advertising Club. I 
heard again and again the words : Jew- 
ish opposition, Jewish leaders, Jewish 
threats, Jewish praise, Jews, Jews, 
Jews ! But not a word did I hear from 
his lips about the great protest that has 
come from the leaders of the Church, 
Catholic and Protestant ; not a word 



FROM A NOTED BROOKLYN 
CATHOLIC PRIEST 

EVERYONE who hates tyranny is 
in duty bound to show his hatred 
by refusing to fraternize with or in 
any friendly way compete with a na- 
tion which tolerates and supports a 
government of tyranny. This applies 
to Germany, Mexico and Russia. Any 
group of athletes who participate in the 
Olympic Games while the German gov- 
ernment persecutes religion and de- 
prives its people of their inalienable 
rights to freedom, justice and con- 
science, cannot escape conviction of ap- 
proval and toleration of its crimes. 

— John L. Belford 
(In a statement to the Rcviezv) 



about the opposition that comes from 
liberals of the type of Judge Mahoney 
and George Gordon Battle ; not a word 
did I hear him say how this issue af- 
fects the fundamental principles upon 
which the ideals of real Americanism 
have been established. 

It is not mere naivette or simple- 
mindedness that prompts these pro- 
ponents of the German Olympiad to 
stress the Jewish phase of the issue. 
There is a definite, clever purpose in 
that deliberate ignoring of one phase 
and emphasis of the other. It is the 
diplomatic way with which successfully 
to present the claims of Falsehood ! 
They seek to take advantage of the in- 
nate hatred of the Jew on the part of 



the lowest, elements in our American 
national life, and by thus making it a 
Jewish issue, succeed in blinding the 
eyes of many to the real issues in- 
volved. 

In the propaganda pamphlet winch 
has been sent out by Mr. Brundage 
there are the familiar echoes of Nazi 
German refrains, — that the opposition 
to American participation is the work 
of the Communists, financed by those 
who oppose Hitler, and other such 
"American" arguments. How effective- 
ly has Falsehood thus mated himself 
with tricky, devilish Diplomacy! 

In that radio address already refer- 
red to, General Sherrill told of the 
meeting of the Olympic Committee in 
Vienna in 1933, when he demanded of 
Germany a pledge before voting to 
hold the Olympics in that land, a 
pledge that she would respect the rules 
of the Olympics and give an honest, 
fair chance to every entrant, no matter 
what his race or creed was. He then 
referred to letters of congratulations 
that he received from the American 
Jewish Committee and the American 
Jewish Congress. "And now," he cried 
out in an innocent plaintive fashion, 
"they have turned against me!" Gen- 
eral Sherrill ! You deserved that praise 
and congratulation in 1933. At that 
moment a spark of Americanism, im- 
bedded in your heart, burst into a 
mighty flame that revealed the great- 
ness of Americanism to all the world. 
But, General Sherrill, your visit with 
Hitler seemed to kill that spark. 

The General himself said in the ra- 
dio address' that the reason he went 
to Germany last year and this year was 
because he had heard of the constant 
disregard by the Nazis of those very 
pledges which they had given. And he 
prides himself that after two years of 
hard and constant effort he has suc- 
ceeded, not in making them live up to 
the given pledge, but in influencing 
them to send an invitation to Helene 
Meyer and to another non-Aryan ath- 
lete to participate in the games. 

Has there ever been a more brazen 
attempt to clothe Falsehood with down- 
right trickery? 

And because the Jews did not hail 
him for this great accomplishment he 
told us that he would not play with 
(Continued on Page 21) 
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THE NEW POSITION OF THE JEW 



By RABBI ABBA HILLEL SILVER 



(The following is a transcript of an 
address delivered by Rabbi Silver at 
the Brooklyn Jewish Center on Oct. 
21, 1935) 

IT is clear that the western civiliza- 
tion is undergoing today a radical 
transformation, and with that trans- 
formation radical changes are taking 
place also in the status of the Jew in 
the western world. 

There have been three great move- 
ments which were responsible for the 
making of what we call western Euro- 
pean civilization; three world move- 
ments which fashioned and determined 
the conflicts of ideas, standards, affili- 
ations and attitudes which were iden- 
tified with the term "modern Europe" 
— western European civilization. These 
three world movements were the Ren- 
aissance, the Reformation and the 
French Revolution. The contributions 
of each of these world movements are 
being challenged today, and in many 
parts of the world rejected. 

The Renaissance was responsible for 
rediscovering the authority of the in- 
dividual, as against the authority of 
traditional convention. The Renais- 
sance enabled man, in the course of 
time, to discover within himself sources 
of intellectual sanction quite apart 
from those ideas which were imposed 
upon him by tradition. The center of 
gravity swung back to the individual 
man to become the criterion, the source 
of intellectual authority. The Renais- 
sance was responsible for inaugurating 
that great movement which \ve_ call 
Humanism, which has greatly shifted 
the center of interest and made human 
reason and the intellect of man the 
basis of civilization. The source of au- 
thority ultimately created an intellec- 
tual judgment in the world. 

The French Revolution rediscovered 
for man his political thought. The 
State, instead of being an end in it- 
self, became under the purging fires 
of the revolutionary ideas loosed by 
the upheaval, the servant of the indi- 
vidual. The State existed in order to 
enable the individual to fulfill his poli- 
tical destiny in the world instead of 
being the tool of the State. The State 
was the servant of man. Man was en- 
throned. 

The Protestant Reformation, which 
antedated, of course, the French Revo- 



lution, interfered with the religious 
authority of the individual. Instead of 
finding religious authority in a sacred 
book or in a sacred theologic tradition, 
or in a sacrosanct church, religion had 
to seek its sanction and its authority 
in the soul of the individual. In each 
instance, therefore, from the Renais- 
sance, the Protestant Reformation and 
from the French Revolution, the in- 
dividual emerged triumphant against 
organized authority and tradition. The 
scope of the individual was greatly en- 
larged in our western civilization and 
became characterized by nothing so 
much as this fact, that the individual 
had a vast amount of freedom, intellec- 
tual, spiritual and political, which in 
other days he did not possess. 

All these three movements have been 
challenged in our day ; and in some 
countries their achievements have been 
destroyed. Other standards, harking 
back to the pre-Renaissance and pre- 
Revolution days, have been reinstated. 



Thus, for example, in the case of dic- 
tatorships, the authority of -the indi- 
vidual to think for himself, and to ex- 
press his own opinion, the right of 
what we call the freedom of speech, 
freedom of thought, freedom of the 
press, has been denied. Whether it is 
a dictatorship of the Right or a dicta- 
torship of the Left the individual must 
take a definite pattern given to him by 
the party in power or the dictator in 
power. 1 

All education has been made a tool 
of the State. Every writer, every jour- 
nalist becomes a State functionary. 
Most of the education in these coun- 
tries and most of the writing are mere- 
ly part)' propaganda. 

Any slight diversion on the part of 
the individual from the pattern set by 
the State is punishable by concentra- 
tion camps and by death. Minds have 
again been shackled by the State and 
the gains of the Revolution are being 
lost ; similarly all the political gains of 
the French Revolution which have 
been the gains of the nineteenth and 
early twentieth centuries are being lost. 



Political independence is no longer 
being tolerated. The citizen is again 
the tool of the State, to be used by the 
State to serve its political purpose. 
Constitutional guarantees no longer 
exist. Charters of liberty have been 
scrapped. What we, in our Declaration 
of Independence, call the inalienable 
rights of man — which means the rights 
which belong to a human being quite 
apart from the fact that he is a citizen 
of the State; rights which cannot be 
taken away from him by any group or 
any State; inalienable rights to life, lib- 
erty and the pursuit of happiness — 
these no longer exist in countries such 
as Germany, Italy or Russia. The State 
has again taken complete control over 
the political beliefs of the individual, 
and in place of religious freedom and 
religious tolerance which were given 
to western Europe by the Protestant 
Reformation ultimately, we have today 
in some countries definite suppression 
of religious freedom. In other coun- 
tries we have attempts on the part of 
the government to foist a new type of 



religion upon the individual. Religious 
freedom no longer exists. You have 
a new form of religious intolerance. 

Thus, as I have indicated, western 
Europe is now passing through a ra- 
dical transformation of its entire civil- 
ization, and with it the status of the 
Jew will suffer serious changes. No 
one, of course, can foretell what this 
new civilization will really be like. It 
is still in the forging process, still on 
the mould, so to speak. But some of 
the larger contours and outlines can be 
seen. 

There is going to be a tremendous 
increase in State concentration, in 
State corporateness and in State abso- 
lutism. The nineteenth century saw a 
development of individualism in west- 
ern Europe and the rise of a large 
middle class, the bourgeoise class, 
which did not want the State to meddle 
too much in the life of the people. The 
Industrial Revolution which developed 
so rapidly in the nineteenth century, 
called into existence a great new class 
of industrialists, traders, merchants, 
(Continued on next Fage) 



"We should not underestimate ourselves. We are a very important people 
in the world economy today, and we should not become panicky. Some of the 
Aryans have discovered this fear in us and are exploiting it. We cannot be 
downed, we will not be intimidated. We are going to fight in every part of the 
world for our just human rights." 
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entrepreneurs who wanted to exploit 
foreign markets in distant colonial 
possessions. The individual wanted a 
free hand. The individual wanted to 
he free from any government control, 
and so the purely middle class demand- 
ed and achieved the minimum of State 
control. The State kept out of econo- 
mics. 

IN the twentieth century, especially 
since the world war. the trend is in 
the other direction. Due to the break- 
down of this competitive individualism 
in economics the State has been called 
on not merely to care for the victims, 
but to try to salvage the system. It took 
control timidly at first, but more de- 
finitely and permanently later, so that 
we are now seeing in all parts of the 
world unprecedented increase in the 
— — rs of the State. 
Many departments of our lives, 
which were heretofore free from poli- 
tical interference on the part of the 
State, are now chiefly within the sup- 
ervision and control of the State. 

Bolshevism, Fascism, Naziism, quite 
regardless of what their ultimate ob- 
jects are, are vitally and firstly dicta- 
torships. They may be on the Right, 
or, as the Bolshevists, on the Left, but 
all these three forms of dictatorships 
have one end in common : they are all 
interested, whether for the time being, 
or for the permanent regime, a maxi- 
mum State control over all depart- 
ments. 

I remember three years ago when I 
was in Rome, I had the opportunity of 
an interview with Mussolini. I had just 
come from Germany where Hitler had 
just been made chancellor by Von Hin- 
denburg — if you will recall it came like 
a thunderbolt — and I had seen another 
great democracy go under and the be- 
ginning of a new State. Among the 
things which I asked the Duce — in 
view of this growing State control in 
many parts of the world — was where 
does the authority of the State end, 
and where do the rights of the indi- 
vidual begin? Has the individual any 
area which is exempt from the inter- 
ference of the State ? Mussolini simply 
and straightforwardly said : "Beyond 
the State — Nothing."" 

Here, as in Russia, they were en- 
deavoring to cultivate a collective sig- 
nificance of human life and were doing 
it quite deliberately at the expense of 
the individual. 

Now this new State is in a sense 
much more thorough-going and is 
much more dangerous than the church 



absolutism in the middle ages. The 
church absolutism was challenged by 
the secular institutions, by the govern- 
ment, by kings and by feudal laws who 
viewed the right of the church to this 
supremacy with disfavor. But today 
the control of the State is so thorough 
that there is no recourse for the indi- 
vidual. The church itself is co-ordin- 
ated. 

The churches in Germany have been 
struggling desperately to retain some- 
thing of their independence, but they 
will eventually be obliged to yield if 
this regime continues much longer in 
power. 

NOW what does this mean to the 
Jew? Why do I say that this is 
likely to affect the status of the Jew? 
Because State control means the control 
of the majority within the State, and 
by that I mean the political majority 
in the sense that we know it in a dem- 
ocratic country. The State is bound to 
reflect the points of view, the pre- 
judices, of the majority, and the min- 
ority will be at a disadvantage. Such 
control means majority control, and all 
minority groups, especially the Jewish 
minority group, will certainly be at a 
great disadvantage. 

In the nineteenth century, situated 
as we were, as individual pitted against 
another individual, the Jew, with no 
State interference, could hold his own 
against his neighbor. And he did hold 
his own. The Jew is a good business 
man, a good trader, a good merchant 
and a good entrepreneur. The result 
was that in the early part of the twen- 
tieth century the Jew gained in most 
parts of the western world a solid eco- 
nomic position. But now, when the 
State begins to interfere in economic 
processes, now that the State begins to 
say who shall engage in what business, 
and to what extent, the Jew, or the 
minority group, will always find itself 
out in the cold. 

In Poland, since the war, the Jews 
have almost completely been forced 
out of business, and quite logically, be- 
cause the State has to serve the interest 
of the great majority, and the great 
majority are Poles, not Jews. There- 
fore when there are positions to be 
given the State will give them to the 
members of the majority group. 

So now it is not the individual Jew 
against the individual Christian in a 
free competitive world, but the indivi- 
dual Jew against highly organized bur- 
eaucratic States that makes his econo- 
mic position extremely difficult. 



In the last hundred years, the Jew, 
had counted politically in western Eu- 
ropean countries because his political 
rights were not dependent upon the 
party in power, and, regardless of 
changes that took place in a government 
at any given time, his political and 
spiritual rights were not in danger. Pie 
was living under constitutional guaran- 
tees. He was recognized as a citizen, 
and that gave him a sense of security. 
But under a dictatorship there are no 
constitutional guarantees, and the Jew 
is again thrown back upon a condition 
of defenselessness and helplessness. 

If the dictator in power, or the party 
in power, is friendly toward the Jew, 
he is unmolested. Such is the case in 
Italy. Mussolini is not an anti-Semite, 
and the fifty thousand Jews in Italy 
are not troubled. If the dictator hap- 
pens to be poisoned with "Jew-baiting" 
then the position of the Jew will suf- 
fer. All constitutional guarantees have 
been burned, scrapped, thrown to the 
winds, and he is dependent, as he was 
in the past, before the French Revo- 
lution, upon the whims and will of an 
individual, a clique or a party. 

THERE is one other factor which is 
attacking the status of the Jew in 
the world. Every thoughtful man un- 
derstands that in the next few genera- 
tions the bitterest conflict in the world 
will be a conflict of militant capitalism 
on the one hand, and militant socialism 
on the other. Between those forces 
who want to conserve the center of 
gravity and those forces who want to 
change it there will be a bitter struggle, 
and it will be a struggle to the knife. 
Now the Jew will by no means be lost 
between the two. He will be shot at 
from both sides. Especially will re- 
action to the extreme right use anti- 
Semitism as a weapon in its campaign 
against socialism and communism. This 
does not mean that the reactionary 
forces are particularly interested in\ 
the Jewish problem. They do not like 
the Jew. of course, but they are con- 
cerned with the larger issue of destroy- 
ing in the world those ideals of the 
French Revolution of Liberty, Equali- 
ty and Fraternity, and of reorganizing * 
a system of society which antedated i 
the French Revolution, in which the mi- 
nority controlled the destinies of the 
majority; and if they can use anti- ' 
Semitism as a means of casting sus- 
picion upon these ideals of the French 
Revolution, they can tie up the demand 

(Continued on Page 18) 
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A MARXIST ANSWER TO THE ADLER-COHEN- 
VLADEK STATEMENT ON JEWS IN COMMUNISM 



HOW fanaticism will blind and 
distort human intelligence is 
again proven by an article re- 
cently written for the New Masses by 
Stephen Wi.se's son, James Waterman 
Wise, the former editor of the Jewish 
monthly, () pinion, and now an ardent 
Communist. 

The article was entitled: "Are Jews 
COmniunists?" and was intended to he 
he an answer to the statement regarding 
Jews in Communism given to the press 
a few weeks ago by Dr. Cyrus Adler, 
representing the American Jewish 
Committee, Alfred M. Cohen, repre- 
senting the B'nai li'rith, and B. C. 
Vladek. representing the Jewish Labor 
Committee. This statement, with some 
additional data, was published in last 
month's Revierv. 

"Purporting to answer Hitler's most 
recent anti-Semitic decrees and appeal- 
ing to 'the American sense of justice 
and fair play'." Wise wrote, "these 
gentlemen hysterically deny that Com- 
munism is Jewish and frenziedly re- 
pudiate Jews who are Communists. 
Their statement, concocted out of fear 
for themselves, libels against Soviet 
Russia and lies about the Jewish peo- 
ple, is nothing less than an offer of 
their services to the fascists of Amer- 
ica in return for personal immunity and 
private safety." 

It is difficult to understand how an 
unmalicious mind could see in the state- 
ment issued by Adler, Cohen and Vla- 
dek an offer to American fascists. The 
statement was prepared not because 
these men were concerned with Com- 
munism but because they were concern- 
ed with the condition of the Jews in 
Germany. No one should know better 
than a Communist that an official basis 
of Hitler's attack on the Jews was 
their alleged identification with Marx- 
ism. In effect Hitler says that the 
Communist movement is a Jewish 
movement, and Communism seeks to 
degrade, weaken and eventually destroy 
Germany. Therefore Jews are the 
enemies of Germany. This line of at- 
tack at times even takes precedence 
over the Aryan theoretics. 

If such a charge has been used to 
persecute Jews it is obvious that, if 
untrue, it should be repudiated. Whe- 
ther Communism is good or bad, 
whether it is to the credit of the Jews 
that they have man)' or few leaders in 



By JOSEPH KAYE 

Communism has nothing to do with the 
situation. What we have to face is the 
fact that the Nazis have hounded the 
Jews ostensibly because they wished 
to iiolshevize Germany. Is that true? 
Messrs. Adler, Cohen and Vladek say 
it is not true. Does that make them 
fascists, cowards, betrayers of their 
people and libellers of Soviet Russia? 

In the mind of James Waterman 
Wise it does. 

His article continues: 

"Behind such high-flown phrases as 
'complete and unequivocal loyalty 
to the countn of one's citizenship is 
a basic principle of Jewish life,' lies a 
poorly veiled invitation to potential 
Nazis of America to coordinate and 
pogromiz^ Jews who will not accept 
the American Liberty League and the 
Chamber of Commerce as the archi- 
tects of America's future." 

What a mad deduction! A Jew loyal 
to his American citizenship must be a 
murderous reactionary who will not 
hesitate to slaughter his own people ! 
That is the sense of what Wise writes. 

"Like the handful of Jewish bank- 
ers in Germany who, despite exile, 
anguish and annihilation of the masses 
of German Jewry, have 'noticed no- 
thing untoward since the advent of 
Hitler,' these gentlemen are seeking to 
barter their people's security and honor 
for a mess of fascist pottage." 

Wise is probably referring here to 
a statement attributed to German Jews 
during the height of the Nazi outrages. 
No one else gave any credence to this 
and similar statements. Everyone knew 
they were either forced upon the Jews 
by their persecutors, or made in a des- 
perate attempt to prevent further at- 
tacks. To make capital out of such 
words is vicious. 

Wise goes on to say: 

"Let us analyze their statement. Dis- 
counting the introductory reproof of 
J litlerism and the concluding panegyric 
of themselves, it falls into two parts. 
The first attempts to show that the 
Jews of Germany and of other coun- 
tries were not and are not Commun- 
ists ; the second, that Communism and 
the Sov iet Union are themselves foes of 



Jews and Judaism. As to the facts and 
figures — investigation will disprove the 
proud boast that Jews have played no 
part in Communist parties of various 
countries. This article must go to press 
too immediately to make possible the 
correction of each statistical misstate- 
ment, but refutation of a single para- 
graph will indicate the falsity of its 
entire structure. 

"Of Soviet Russia, it says: 'Among 
the thirty-six commissars who consti- 
tute the Soviet government, only two 
are Jews. Neither the president of the 
Council of Commissars, Rykov; the 
president of the U. S. S. R., Kalinin; 
the general secretary of the Communist 
Part}-, Stalin; the president of the 
Third International, Dimitrov ; nor the 
founder of the Communist Party, Len- 
in, are Jews.' Not a word of the many 
and majo'" figures who since 1917 have 
helped direct the policies and shape the 
course of the Soviet Union ! Is it 
possible that the heads of the American 
Jewish Committee, the B'nai B'rith and 
Jewish Labor Committee have never 
heard of Litvinov, of Yaraslovsky, of 
Kaganovitch, of Radek, of Bela Kun? 
Or do they hope to confound the fas- 
cist lie that all Communists are Jews 
by the equally preposterous lie that no 
Communists are Jews?" 

THE Review, in publishing the Ad- 
ler-Coheu- Vladek statement, add- 
ed a list of prominent Jewish Commun- 
ists, which not only included the names 
Wise gives, but a number of others. 
( It is amusing to note that Wise makes 
no mention of the most famous of all 
Communists who were Jews, Leon 
Trotzky. That outlawed gentleman's 
name cannot be mentioned by any good 
Communist even to prove an argu- 
ment.) The point is, however, that 
the Jews in the Communist Party, with 
the exception of Trotzky, were never 
the big leaders. Russia would have 
had no Communism today if there had 
not been Lenin and Stalin. All the 
acknowledged leaders of Socialism and 
Communism in this country were and 
are non-Jews. No Jew in American 
Socialism reached the importance of 
Debs, and no Socialist today has the 
standing of Norman Thomas, Nor 
has any Jew in American Communism 
equalled the fame of John Reed in the 
(Continued on next page) 
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earlier clays, or the leadership of Fos- 
ter and Browder at the present time. 
Only the lesser leaders in Communism 
were and are Jews, and this holds good 
for world Communism. 

We will quote another section from 
the article : 

"But this juggling of names and fig- 
ures is insignificant compared to the 
deliherate falsification concerning the 
status of Russian Jewry and the atti- 
tude of the Soviet government toward 
its Jewish population. Consider the 
following incredihle assertion : 'After 
the revolution the Soviet govern- 
ment declared fully half of the total 
Jewish population in Russia as declass- 
ed.' What baser perversion of truth 
could Hitler himself have fashioned? 
What fouler libel could be devised by 
Goebbels' Angriff or Streicher's Stuer- 
mer?" 

"The facts are too well-known — even 
to the gentlemen who have issued this 
statement — to be rehearsed. They in- 
clude the black slavery in which Rus- 
sian Jewry sorrowed and suffered un- 
der the Czars. They include the swift 
and unconditional Jewish emancipation 
which was among the first acts of the 
Bolshevik Party when it came into 
]K»wer. They include a systematic and 
unremitting campaign against anti- 
Semitism throughout the length and 
breadth of the Soviet Union, which 
has today made Russia freer of the 
virus of Jew-hatred than any nation in 
the world. They include the colossal 
achievement of the Soviet government 
in rehabilitating economically, politi- 
cally and socially the declassed Jews 
to whom these gentlemen refer. Let 
Messrs. Adler and Cohen and Vladek 
consult the files of their own .organi- 
zations. Let them refer to the work of 
the Ort and the Agrojoint and the 
Joint Distribution Committee. Let 
them make public the facts as to hun- 
dreds of thousands of Jews living in 
agricultural colonies in the Crimea and 
the Ukraine, and the even larger num- 
bers who are sharing in the industrial 
development of Soviet Russia. Then 
let them dare s]>eak of 'declassed 
Jews' and 'hindrances to the develop- 
ment of the Revolution'." 

IT is plain that what the statement 
meant was that there was such a 
large class of merchant Jews in Russia 
at the time of the revolution who stood 
to lose enormously by the socialization 
of the country that they would natural- 
ly oppose such a movement. And when 
Communism came into power this 



great proportion of the Russian Jew- 
ish population was, in accordance with 
Communist practice, declassed. Yet 
Wise furiously ignores this simple fact 
and converts it into a "foul libel," as 
foul a libel as only Goebel's or Streich- 
er's notorious newspapers could have 
devised ! Amazing delusion ! The au- 
thors of the statement used this argu- 
ment only, to disprove the Nazi con- 
tention that Communism is a Jewish 
movement. 

Wise continues : 

"Even more dangerous than these 
half-truths and untruths are the impli- 
cations and the insinuations of such a 
document. First among them is the 
apologetic mood and the propitiatory 
attitude into which it inevitably throws 
the Jew. To frame excuses for the 
political affiliations of one's co-racial- 
ists is to invite a status of political 
inferiority for oneself. Jews who deny 
that some or many Jews are Commu- 
nists, are jockeying themselves into the 
position of citizens on toleration, jus- 
tifying their citizenship by yielding 
their fundamental civic right to hold 
any political viewpoint that seems just 
and wise to them as individuals. 

"And repudiations which begin with 
Communism will surely widen their 
range; as economic and political pres- 
sure on minorities gains in intensity. 
Will not the gentlemen who today dis- 
claim Jewish Communists, tomorrow 
disclaim Jewish Socialists? And on 
the morrow Jewish New Dealers and 
Utopians and Technocrats and even 
Republicans? Until ultimately these 
super-patriots will deem worthy Amer- 
icans only such Jews as have wormed 
their way into fascist organizations and 
vigilante groups." 

There was no attempt in the state- 
ment to deny that Communism has 
Jewish followers, no attempt to dis- 
credit Communism. And certainly it 
is the thought almost of an unbalanced 
mind to suggest that "ultimately these 
(Jewish) super-patriots will deem 
worthy Americans only such Jews as 
have wormed their way into fascist or 
vigilante groups." 

Here is the next criticism: 

"Equally repugnant is the inescapable 
deduction that what is done to Commu- 
nists in Germany and elsewhere is a 
matter of indifference to American 
Jews. 'Go as far as you like,' it says 
in effect to German Nazis and their 
would-be imitators here, 'in wreaking 
vengeance and destruction upon Com- 
munists whether Jewish or Gentile. 
But please remember that we wealthy 



and powerful Jews are as ardent ene- 
mies of Communism as yourselves. 
And let us make common cause against 
this common foe.' 

"This, at a time when Jews and 
Communists are being tortured indis- 
criminately in concentration camps, 
when Communists in and out of Ger- 
many are heroically and desparately 
fighting the Jewish battle against Hit- 
lerism, when the bond of common 
struggle and suffering should in decen- 
cy make it unthinkable to weaken a 
single arm or blunt a single weapon, 
far less stab one's allies in the back!" 

THE statement concerned itself with 
a Nazi charge against the Jews and 
there was no reason to discuss the Nazi 
outrages against the Communists. Only 
an hysterical zealot could read into it 
the implication Wise found. 

As to the alleged indifference of the 
Jews to Nazi persecutions of the Com- 
munists, we have yet to hear of any 
Communist agitation on behalf of 
German Jews despite the fact that the 
Jews, are, indisputably, the greatest 
sufferers under the Nazi rule. Com- 
munists in Germany can conceal — and 
have concealed — their political beliefs 
and escaped persecution, but Jews can- 
not conceal their birth. Communists 
"in and out of Germany" may be fight- 
ing the Nazis but they are not fighting 
for the Jews; they are fighting for 
Communism. They believe that under 
Communism there will be no anti- 
Semitism, so that the fight against Hit- 
ler is indirectly a fight for the Jews. 
But the German Jews need help now; 
they are in concentration camps as 
well as Communists, but the Commu- 
nist cry has only been "Free Thael- 
man!" "Free our Comrades!" not 
"Free the Jews !" 
Finally this: 

"That the authors of this piece of 
perfidy do not represent the masses of 
American Jews, will be made abun- 
dantly clear. They do not speak even 
for their own constituents. Had the 
majority of members in the B'nai 
R'rith and the Jewish Labor Committee 
been consulted, no such statement 
could have been issued. Even in the 
American Jewish Committee there are 
individuals capable of detecting the un- 
wisdom and the ignominy of this self- 
betrayal. But verbal and formal repu- 
diations of this joint statement are not 
enough. To counteract its poison and 
to preclude its repetition, Jews must 
take active and positive measures." 
{Continued on Page 20) 
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LIVING IN PALESTINE 

AN OBSERVER'S LETTER ON EVERYDAY CONDITIONS IN THE JEWISH HOMELAND 



By MORDECAI HALEVI 



IN a previous letter 1 described the 
joy which the experience of living 
in Palestine gives one ; the experi- 
ence which invests our language, our 
holidays, our culture, everything that 
pertains to Judaism, or better still, to 
Jewishness, with a new meaning. 

Does it follow then that every new- 
comer is satisfied to remain and live in 
Palestine? May one who is Jewishly 
inclined, and even nationalistically at- 
tuned, break with his past, and his pre- 
sent conditions in the land of his birth 
or residence, and leave for Palestine 
with the hope of finding happiness, 
or at least satisfaction, there? 
The answer must be no. 
The specific reasons for the dissatis- 
faction of many of the Palestine im- 
migrants may be roughly divided into 
these classifications : economic, social 
and cultural. These in turn may be 
sub-divided into capital-labor relation- 
ships, individual versus national aspir- 
ations, differences in standards of liv- 
ing, home-sickness and family attach- 
ments, language, social activity pro- 
blems, and so on. 

Of the capital-labor differences the 
following case should serve as an illus- 
tration : 

An American owned a pardes (or- 
ange grove) in Petach Tikvah. At first 
he did not need it as a source of in- 
come, for he made his living in the 
United States and wished only to 
possess land in Eretz Israel to prove 
his Zionism practically. Later, how- 
ever, he settled on the plantation and 
found it very profitable. What is more, 
it became his sole means of liveli- 
hood. He discovered too that Arab 
labor is cheaper than Jewish, and has- 
tened to act accordingly. 

To be sure this man was not alone 
in his procedure. There are many like 
him, and they have provided many a 
rationalization for their troLibled con- 
sciences, such as the need of living in 
peace with the Arabs, the necessity of 
curbing the arrogance of Jewish labor, 
or to uphold the right of the free man 
to manage his own propertv as he saw 
fit. 

Public opinion, however, was against 
this planter. He was indifferent. Then 
the Jewish workers picketed him, and 
as a result of this and other activities 
there were police, arrests, fines and im- 
prisonment. 



The planter won, legally, but he lost 
out socially. He is now out of har- 
mony with Palestine. The country is 
at fault, he cannot adjust himself and 
talks of selling out and returning 
home. 

Zionistically and generally speaking, 
Jewish labor in Palestine is a primary 
element that Jewish settlers must bear 
in mind, for if we are seriously in- 
terested in building a homeland for 
our people we must at least approach 
the occupational proportions of other 
nations. To raise in Palestine millions 
of Arab laborers as against thousands 
of Jewish landowners and merchants, 
or even tens of thousands of white col- 
lar workers is but to repeat the prac- 
tice of galuth life, that life from which 
we are so eager to extricate ourselves. 
One who leaves Poland for America 
or Australia is undergoing merely an 
exchange of living conditions without 
any Jewish-national obligations. Not so 
with those who choose Palestine as 
their homeland. Here they are re- 
quested to yield themselves to the so- 
cial and national demands, otherwise 
their individual interests and gains 
may spell ruin for their people. The 
Jewish settler who disregards the spe- 
cial obligations in Palestine throws 
overboard all hopes of a Jewish ma- 
jority in the land of this Jewish re- 
naissance. 

ORGANIZED labor provides a 
problem that often brings on 
clashes between, individual interest and 
the community interest. Any Jew, par- 
ticularly an American, knows well the 
nature of trade unionism, and perhaps 
recognizes the value of it. Some of 
these employers, however, when they 
turn their" eyes towards the Holy Land 
expect a free hand in all their dealings 
with labor. But they discover, unexpec- 
tedly, a united front of workers, well 
organized and aggressive, who will not 
permit unscrupulous exploitation. They 
demand standardized hours of labor, 
fair wages, accident insurance, etc. 
Strikes and picketing follow disagree- 
ments, and in their wake come arrests 
and jail sentences. 

Those who come here to establish 
businesses must understand before- 



hand that this is not a country of wild, 
uncultured natives or powerless masses 
left to the will of the exploiter, but 
that they will meet a group of workers 
who are eager to help build up the 
country for their fellow-Jews, and are 
even ready to endure sacrifices, but not 
for the sake of enriching some indi- 
viduals beyond measure. 

ANOTHER cause of irritation, and 
one that is only indirectly con- 
nected with the capital-labor problem, 
is the reckless real estate speculation 
which has become a veritable curse 
upon the body of young Palestine. It 
is not at all similar to the Miami, or 
Rockaway booms, which gave everyone 
freedom to buy and raise prices and 
break one's own and someone else's 
neck. 

Palestine is a rather small place and 
its chief owners are still the Arabs, 
who are not willing to part with their 
land. Already antagonistic propaganda 
of the Mufti (Arab High Priest) and 
his followers, together with the re- 
stricting laws brought about by their 
influence, make the passing of land into 
Jewish hands a matter of great diffi- 
culty. 

Study the following statistics : 

Jewish population in Palestine in 1931 175,000 

Jewish population in Palestine in 1935 316,000 

Increase 81% 

Land owned by Jews in Palestine 

in 1931 1,180,000 dunsm 

Land owned by Jews in Palestine 

in 1935 1,300,000 dunam 

Increase 1 1 °/r 

When now Jewish speculators and 
agents of all sorts cause the Arab to 
raise his price above the conceivable 
worth of the land they not only enrich 
the Arab by impoverishing the German 
or Polish newcomer, but they raise 
rents and raise the value of produced 
articles to a point where the Palestinian 
cannot compete with foreign manufac- 
turers. Thus the cost of living is in- 
creased abnormally for the masses. 

Last year a certain band of unscru- 
pulous speculators dared to interfere 
with the operation of the National 
Fund by offering a higher figure to 
land-owners ! 

Is it any wonder that there is such 
hatred towards these speculators ? 1 f 
any of our American Jews persist in 
(Continued on next page) 



[10] 



Brooklyn Jewish Center Review 



wilfully engaging- in these unethical 
dealings they have but themselves to 
blame if they are detested and unac- 
cepted by Palestine-Jewish society. 

A factor of an economic nature 
which is provocative of friction, and 
with which Americans, knowingly or 
unknowingly, willingly or unwillingly, 
have been involved, has to do with the 
importation of articles which, to some 
extent, are manufactuerd in Palestine. 
A good balance between import and 
export is the key to the well-being of 
any country, agricultural as well as in- 
dustrial. The equalization of the bal- 
ance sheet is the major concern of a 
government, and is reached either by 
tariffs or by mutual commercial pre- 
ference agreements. You will remem- 
ber the Ottowa Conference of a few 
years ago at which an agreement was 
reached by the various members of the 
British Commonwealth in regard to a 
fair exchange of products and manu- 
factured goods between themselves and 
England. The Danube countries have, 
in a similar manner, sought to help 
themselves by mutual pacts. 

Palestine, however, is unable to com- 
mand conditions and conclude commer- 
cial agreements. Why? Its status as a 
mandate country turns it automatically 
into a dumping ground for the pro- 
ducts of all countries without its being 
able to impose its will in the least upon 
other countries. One instance, out of a 
great many, will serve to illustrate the 
situation. 

Last year Turkey sold to Palestine 
goods valued at abo'ut 200,000 pounds, 
in exchange she bought from Palestine 
products and merchandise amounting 
to 170 (one hundred and seventy) 
pounds. Exports to other countries, 
with the sole exception of England, 
are in about the same proportion. 

And yet Palestine is developing an 
industry of its own, and without gov- 
ernmental protection it could not en- 
dure for long. Already some factories 
have been closed and others are to 
follow. 

The Jewish population of Palestine 
has therefore sought to protect itself 
by means of a movement the slogan of 
which is Knu Tosereth Haarcta — "Buy 
Palestine Products." 

Dare an American who contemplates 
making Palestine his home overlook 
all this? Certainly not. Only recently 
I met one of our friends who did over- 
look these conditions, or had not heed- 
ed them, and he is surely not to be 
envied. 



I SI I ALL now turn to some other 
causes of dissatisfaction in Pales- 
tine. Here is an illustrative example : 
An elderly couple were living for years 
in Odessa, supported by their well-to- 
do daughter in Tel-Aviv. Later it was 
decide dto bring them to Palestine, and 
after a great deal of trouble and much 
expense they emigrated. Once settled in 
Tel Aviv they were provided with a lit- 
tle business and are now independent, 
and even able to send some little help 
to their children remaining in Russia. 
Is this couple content and happy? 
They have every reason to be, but 
they are not, for they long for the 
children they left at home. They would 
prefer to suffer hunger and privation 
in Russia rather than enjoy life here, 
and they actually regard their coming 
to the new land as a misfortune. In my 
recent trip to the U.S.S.R. I had the 
opportunity of meeting these children 
and ascertained beyond doubt that the 
road to the old folks' return to Russia 
is definitely closed. Thus they will con- 
tinue to suffer until they become used 
to their plight. 

Americans in similar situations how- 
ever would lose little time in turning 
their backs upon the country they 
dreamed of for years. 

Here is another case. A widow sold 
her home and small factory in a Polish 
town and settled in Palestine with her 
three sons. Her mother is here, as well 
as her two brothers and a sister, so 
that she has practically no relations 
elsewhere. One of her sons is practic- 
ing dentistry successfully in Haifa, an- 
other is a member of an automobile 
company in the same city, and also 
doing well, while the younger son is 
a student at high school. The woman 
herself has money of her own and does 
not depend upon her children. She 
knows Plebrew and thus is in posses- 
sion of an important instrument of ac- 
climatization. 

And yet she is very miserable. 

I asked her why. 

She answered meekly, but frankly, 
that money, children and family were 
not everything. In Poland she was so- 
cially settled. She had her friends, she 
occupied a certain position, and she was 
happy. Here she is bored and lonely. 
She is not young enough to make new 
friendships and form new habits of 
living. 

How many American women recog- 
nize themselves in this picture ! 

An important element that makes 



adjustment difficult is the cosmopolitan 
nature of the population here. We are 
apt to exult over the Kibntz GaluyotJi 
idea, of the unifying nature of the 
Holy Land. Truly the Jews are broth- 
ers the world over but we forget too 
easily the facts which create differen- 
tiation. The Jew has so acclimatized 
himself in the land of his birth or re- 
sidence, has so thoroughly made his 
own the manners of living and lang- 
uage of that land, that when he comes 
here he is apt to be confused by the 
many Jews of different nationalities 
that he finds. In the Histadruth branch 
in Haifa, for instance, which numbers 
12,000 registered laborers, the officers 
must jointly be conversant with no less 
than twenty-three languages. A friend 
of mine associated with this office at- 
tributes the success she has had in her 
work to the possession of Hebrew, Yid- 
dish, English, Arabic, Russian, Pol- 
ish, German and French. Yet she is 
very often handicapped by not being 
able to speak some other languages in 
use here, like Spanish, Greek and 
Turkish. 

YOU are aware of the strained re- 
lationship that existed — and to a 
certain extent still does exist — between 
the German and East European Jews 
in our own United States. A similar 
situation in pre-Hitler Germany as- 
sumed proportions of wild and bitter 
antagonisms bordering on anti-Semit- 
ism. The tide of the present German 
immigration has carried over some of 
this feeling to Palestine. The German 
Jew considers himself very cultured, is 
unwilling to become assimilated into 
the general Jewish community, and his 
language is heard in arogant accents. 

Not very far removed from the Ger- 
man Jews are some of our American 
and English brethern. who, aided by 
the fact that English is the third offi- 
cial language of the country, live in a 
secluded cultural environment. Fur- 
thermore the American Jew finds great 
difficulty in dealing with the pro- 
nounced East European type, such as 
the Polish and Galician. 

How long is it since these separatist 
tendencies drove the Jewish immi- 
grants in the United States into the 
various landsmanschaftcn for mutual 
understanding, help and generally bet- 
ter living? It took mam - years of joint 
American life and culture to reconcile 
these differences to the extent that they 
are reconciled, while here in Palestine 
we are at the very beginning. Hence the 
{Continued on [>ayc 21) 
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JEWISH IMMORTALS 
IN FOOTBALL 

By PAUL G. GOLDBERG 



A GOOD many years have gone 
by since the clays of Phil King, 
who surprised Princeton and 
the world in the gay nineties by be- 
coming the first Jew to attain a modi- 
cum of prominence in the football 
world. But King was good — he was so 
good that he ranks even today, in the 
era of boom football at Old Nassau, 
as one of the very greatest players in 
the history of the university. 

King was a quarterback, and that 
gives rise to the thought that Jewish 
football players, while possessing 
enough versatility to play center, tackle, 
guard or end. have been distinguished 
in particular as ball carriers — backs. It 
is only necessary to mention a few 
names to bring this fact to the fore. 

Jewish sport is generally studded 
with names of boxers first. Thereafter, 
in a sort of hopeless melange, one finds 
baseball, basketball, football, track and 
field stars. But football, like baseball, 
with the passage of time, is beginning 
to discover that the Jew is indeed a 
most formidable figure when taken into 
the ranks. Given a fair chance to prove 
his worth, he can rank with the best 
of them. 

But this fair chance is often too em- 
phatically denied. Yale today will not 
give a Jew a chance; similarly with 
other institutions of "ivy" tradition. 
But the laugh is that the Catholic col- 
leges often welcome them. Marchmont 
Schwartz, great back of the Knute 
Rockne epoch, is one of Notre Dame's 
all-time backs. Today, at South Bend, 
thev are still singing the praises of 
Wayne Miller, the Jewish boy who 
snared a pass from Protestant Bill 
Shakespeare of Staten Island, to give 
the "Catholic" team its greatest vic- 
tory over Ohio State and virtual na- 
tional supremacy. 

In this rapid survey of the 60 odd 
years of football, it is to be noted that 
the Jew has taken his place in the 
sporting firmament only because of his 
ability to be outstanding. The Jewish 
athletes who are good or slightly bet- 
ter than the Gentile gridders will not 
be accepted on teams today. They nuist 
be of such value that their presence is 
indispensable. 

Take, for example, Benny Friedman 
and Harry Newman, former Michigan 



all-American stars. Note such contem- 
porary moleskin figures as Aaron Ros- 
enberg of Southern California, star of 
the 1933 Rose Bowl game ; Fred Sing- 
ton, who led Alabama to one magni- 
ficent season three years ago ; Arnold 
Hor ween of Harvard, who gave the 
Crimson its only Rose Bowl triumph 
back in '12. 

I can go on like this at great length. 
Any name listed here can be spoken 
in the same breath with Jim Thorpe, 
George Gipp, Pudge Heffelfinger and 
other immortals. These Jewish players, 
competing for positions against Gen- 
tiles and opposed by the wraith of pre- 
judice, by that Darwinian theory of 
survival of the fittest gradually took on 
the hue of greatness. There were few 
of them who were mediocre ; the loyal 
sons and daughters of their Alma Ma- 
ters have enshrined their memory. 

MENTION, of Horween of< Har- 
vard brings up an interesting 
point. Harvard is the institution which 
today boasts gently and quietly of its 
true liberalism — iti will play a Jew or a 
Negro on a team when most of the 
football world will stand aghast. But 
I wonder if there is not a hidden reason 
for this. 

Almost a score of years ago there 
was quite a rumpus in inter-collegiate 
circles. Harvard was accused of show- 
ing anti-Semitic feeling and to repair 
its tarnished reputation immediately 
forced into service Horween to coach 
its eleven. Horween and his brother 
Bill were two mighty backs at Cam- 
bridge, so the alumni did not hem and 
haw so much. Well, Horween lasted a 
few years and turned in a creditable 
performance. 

Harvard, coincidentally, showed par- 
tiality to the Jews. Izzy Zarakov, son 
of a Cambridge tailor, was a fine back 
a dozen years ago ; at about the same 
time Al Miller, a 200-pound back who 
could run the 100-yard dash in less 
than ten seconds, was another. Miller 
could have made the Olympic team but 
was forced to work for a living. An- 
other great back was Kopans, who 
captained the team three seasons ago. 
Harvard on this record has much to 
show. Other "liberal" American in- 
stitutions have not. 

Speaking of coaches, the Jews as a 




Benny Friedman 

class did not progress far after grad- 
uation. Horween was invited back. 
Schwartz, similarly, is doing an able 
job at Notre Dame. The third who has 
gained prominence is, of course, Benny 
Friedman, at present engaged in bol- 
stering the sagging lot of City College 
here in New York. And Friedman is 
as good a teacher as he was a player, 
which is saying a great deal. 

The state of California, where play- 
ers are to be gotten at a premium, has 
within the past decade produced three 
nationally-ranked men. In addition 
to Rosenberg, a guard who carved his 
way to the forefront while hewing 
down tacklers for Cotton Warburton, 
there was Herb Fleischacker, a great 
star. At the University of California 
Ben Lorn attained the heights half a 
dozen years ago. 

THE South, as might he supposed, 
has hardly been too cordial to the 
Jew. Sington at Alabama, and one 
other ace, Captain Barney Mintz, of 
the present Tulane team in New Or- 
leans, are best of their race. 

The Middle West, with Friedman 
and Newman of Michigan, and 
Schwartz and Miller of Notre Dame, 
trails the East in the matter of num- 
This is only natural, considering the 
concentration of the Jewish population 
in this section of the country. 

Last year the East placed two Jew- 
ish players on the All-America. Izzy 
(Continued on Page 20) 



[12] 



Brooklyn Jewish Center Review 



The Agunah Controversy— What It Means 



THE resolution concerns itself with 
the fearful plight of the Agunah. 
An Agunah may be described as 
a woman who is neither maiden, 
widow nor wife, whose husband has 
disappeared, and who may not, ac- 
cording to Jewish law remarry. 

How can such a situation arise in the 
life of a woman ? 

In Jewish law the granting of a Bill 
of Divorcement must be performed by 
the husband. If a husband disappears, 
the deserted wife cannot remarry un- 
less definite testimony is offered that 
the husband has died. In ancient 
times, when the means of transporta- 
tion and communication were extreme- 
ly limited, the Rabbis tried in every 
way to mitigate the sad lot of those 
women whose husbands were never 
heard from again. Thus they accepted 
testimony of the husband's death from 
witnesses who ordinarily would be re- 
jected, such as the wife herself, a 
minor, a slave, or another woman. 
Even the testimony of one who quoted 
a witness to the man's death was re- 
garded sufficient to free the woman for 
remarriage. 

Despite these leniencies, the lives of 
many Agnnot were spent in lonely 
misery. In our day, however, their 
number has increased beyond reckon- 
ing. During the war, more than one 
hundred thousand men in Eastern Eu- 
rope were lost. Since they never re- 
turned, and since no testimony was 
forthcoming that they were definitely 
known to have died, their wives were 
doomed to frustration and despair. 

Another case of the Agunah is that 
of the deserted wife, whose husband 
is known to be alive, or assumed to be 
alive, but who deliberately keeps him- 
self outside the jurisdiction of the 
court. Since no writ of divorce in 
Jewish law can be drawn up without 
the authorization of the husband, no 
one can help the deserted wife. Not 
even the court can release the wife 
from her bond to her husband. 

In former years, when Jewish com- 
munity life was well organized, the 
rabbinic court could exert moral pres- 
sure upon the husband. When Jews 
enjoyed a measure of self-government 
it was possible to place the "ban" on 
the heartless deserter. Today inten- 
tional desertion is committed with im- 
punity. Men migrate to other lands, 
marry, have families, live normal lives, 



In recent months a great deal of 
controversy has been aroused by a res- 
olution adopted by the Rabbinical As- 
sembly of America at its annual con- 
vention in May. In the following ar- 
ticle, prepared by the Assembly, this 
resolution is discussed in detail. 



while their Agitvot suffer helplessly — 
and disorganized Jewry offers them no 
hope. 

A third case is that of the divorcee 
who has been granted a secular divorce 
but who, for one reason or another, 
has failed to obtain a Jewish Get or 
bill of divorcement. If such a woman 
desires to remarry, she must, according 
to Jewish law, obtain the Get, for Jew- 
ish law does not recognize the validity 
of the secular divorce. Quite often the 
former husband refuses to go through 
this additional divorce ceremonial. He 
may refuse out of sheer spite ; more 
often he will consent only if he is paid 
an exorbitant sum by his former 
wife. The latter type is an outright 
extortionist ; yet the woman today is 
absolutely at his mercy. 

How many thousands of lives have 
been wrecked by these three types of 
cases ! 

IT has already been noted that, ac- 
ccording to traditional Jewish law, 
the husband alone has the right to au- 
thorize the writing of the Get. But he 
can grant the power of attorney to 
someone else, to act in his behalf. A 
person who has been given this power 
of attorney is known as the Shaliah. 

Now, the resolution proposes that 
an additional clause be introduced into 
the Kctubah, or marriage contract, ap- 
pointing the wife herself as the Shaliah, 
empowering her to write her own bill 
of divorcement, under the supervision 
and at the discretion of the Central 
Court of the Rabbinical Assembly, 
whereby she will be freed from her 
marriage bond in any of the circum- 
stances mentioned above. 

This new Kctubah is to be used by 
members of the Rabbinical Assembly, 
and copies of every Kctubah used are 
to be filed with the Registry of Mar- 
riages to be established by the xA.ssem- 
bly. In the event that the wife finds 
herself in any one of the three situa- 



tions mentioned, she may appear before 
the Central Bet Din (court), and upon 
its approval, achieve her freedom. 

Not only is the resolution not a vio- 
lation of Jewish law but it does not 
even introduce a new principle into 
Jewish law. It merely applies existing 
principles toward the solution of a seri- 
ous problem of our day. 

The new Ketubah requires no chan- 
ges in the marriage ceremony. The 
new Ketubah would not affect in any 
way the normal marriage or the normal 
divorce. 

THE arrangements suggested, it 
should be noted, would not func- 
tion retroactively. Marriages consum- 
mated with the old Ketubali would not 
be dissolved by this method. 

The Union of Orthodox Rabbis has 
denounced this resolution since it was 
adopted in May, 1935. In the Jewish 
press, their opposition has been voiced 
with great vehemence, and they have 
even threatened to put the "Ban" 
(herein) upon any Rabbis who employ 
the new Ketubah in performing mar- 
riages. 

To the members of the Union of 
Orthodox Rabbis, the idea of a new 
Kctubah was not an unfamiliar one. 
The members of the Union had five 
years to think about it, analyze it, cri- 
ticise it, suggest alternatives to it. For 
it was in 1930 that Rabbi Louis M. 
Epstein, of Boston, published this pro- 
posal, together with an elaborate legal 
brief based upon extensive research. 
The book was written in Hebrew and 
bore the title, "Hazaah L'ma'an Ta- 
kanat Agunot" (A Proposed Solution 
of the Agunah Problem) ; and one 
thousand copies were distributed among 
the Rabbis of the world. 

The rabbis were asked to study the 
proposal thoroughly and give it their 
approval, to state their objections or 
to suggest some alternate proposal. It 
was taken for granted that those who 
could not lend it their approval woidd 
favor the writer of the Responsum 
with their objections or write a dissen- 
ting opinion on the subject. 

About twenty-five answers came 
back. In general, the writers stated no 
legal objections, could suggest no bet- 
ter course of action — but they believed 
that it was best to leave things as they 
are. But to leave things as they are 
{Continued on page 21) 
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NOTES ON EMIL LUDWIG 



EMIL LUDWIG was born in Bres- 
lau in 1881, and educated at 
Breslau and Heidelberg. He be- 
wail bis writing career as a dramatist, 
and twelve plays — all in verse — attest 
his industriousness in this field. Later 
be turned to producing psychological 
essays, which ultimately led him to the 
work in which he has become world 
famous — historical biography. 

As a biographer, Ludwig's outstand- 
ing gift has been to combine historical 
fact with dramatic vividness, and to 
him is directly traceable the vogue for 
popular biography which set in a few 
years ago. 

Self-exiled from Germany since 
1907, Ludwig calls Tessin, Switzer- 
land, his home, and when not travel- 
ling to collect data for his writings, is 
to be found there. Recently he has 
spent some time in England, doing re- 
search and perfecting his English 
which he now speaks fluently. 

In discussing his approach to his- 
tory and biography, he recently wrote : 
"I have, from youth up, felt history 
to be the story of people like our- 
selves. Everyone, whether he writes 
plays or history, can give life only to 
what he has himself experienced in his 
inward life. One must have been son 
and father, enemy and lover, traveller, 
author, politician, countryman and 
townsman, in some measure, however 
slight, but with intensity of feeling, if 
one is to enter intimately into the 
moods of an historical character. My 
writings, whether dramatic or histori- 
cal, aspire to be nothing but contribu- 
tions towards the knowledge of the 
human heart. . . . 

"In Napoleon's life I was seeking the 
typical life of every usurper; in Rem- 
brandt's, the tragedy of every worldly 
minded artist who yet is beaten by the 
world ; in Bismarck's, the drama of the 
genius dependent on a king; in Lin- 
coln's, the tragedy of the people's 
friend; in the Son of Man's, that of 
the prophet ; in William II's, the disas- 
ter of inherited power uncontrolled." 

He admits he knows of no pleasure 
like that of being translated into for- 
eign languages, and candidly confesses 
to a real thrill when discovering his 
books in out-of-the-way places. 

"When I have seen my babies ar- 
rayed in foreign garments, he confess- 
es, "lying at the landing stage at Prin- 
kipo, in a shop in Tiflis, in northern 



Scotland, at a druggist's in Khartoum, 
or when the sleeping car attendant in 
Florida recognized me, and fetched out 
his 'Bismarck' to get my signature, or 
when, on another occasion, a guide at 
Syracuse and a Nubian silversmith be- 
gan to talk of 'Genius and Character', 
the sense that my works were known so 
far afield and that my early dreams 
had been fulfilled, penetrated to my 
every yore, and I remembered how 
my father had mocked at my excite- 
ment over the appearance of my first 
books, saying. Haven't you noticed? 
Europe is waiting!' " 

Ludwig makes a practice of reading 
all the letters from readers who write 
from the twenty-four countries in 
which his books appear. 

Taying tribute to Mine. Ludwig as 
a creative assistant in preparing his 
books, he wrote: "Nobody but my wife 
looks into my workshop." To be an 
adviser is a thankless task; but in her 
I have a fruitful collaborator. An ar- 
tist can find no better critic than a wise 
woman who loves him without being 
in love with his work, for there is no 
stronger guarantee for the understand- 
ing of the whole than the criticism of 
the part. Moreover, a woman's native 
capacity for surrender makes her better 
than we are at entering into the secrets 
of other natures, and as to politessc du 
cocur, no man can come near a woman 
in that respect. Through working to- 
gether for so many years, we bave 
learned very much the same things, 
and the great difference of our tem- 
peraments has proved most useful, for 
every character is as though it were 



IN one of his syndicated articles, 
which appear weekly in a number 
of Anglo-Jewish periodicals through- 
out the land, and which in Brooklyn 
are published by the Jewish Examiner, 
Ludwig Lewisohn, the brilliant author, 
paid a glowing tribute to Rabbi Levin- 
thai 's book, "Judaism — An Analysis 
and an Interpretation." 

In this article. "On Jewish Culture," 
which appeared on October 25th, he 
writes : 




Emit Ludwig 



probed by two minds. Carlyle and 
Schliemann seem to have collaborated 
in much the same way with their wives. 

"Our cooperation begins by my 
wife's reading half my sources and 
marking what she thinks I can use ; 
so that I am saved half the preliminary 
work. This is possible only because 
her exact knowledge of my fundamen- 
tal ideas guides her discriminating 
mind as she reads ; as we both study a 
different series of documents but al- 
ways of the same period, we amplify 
or correct the picture as we go, and 
thus the one assists the other. Long 
before I wrote the biographies we used 
to talk over all my plots, then read 
every draft together — a habit which 
invariably led to scenes, and a few 
days afterwards to the author's volun- 
tary submission. A humorous novel, 
which I shall not write, lies hidden in 
these experiences." 



"I have read and digested the ad- 
mirable "Judaism — An Analysis and 
An Interpretation," by Dr. Israel H. 
Levinthal, of Brooklyn. This volume 
seems to me the best and most lucid 
brief and popular exposition of Juda- 
ism that I know in any language. The 
author's use of the crucial oral tradi- 
tion is extraordinarily rich and felicit- 
ous and he has the happy faculty of 
conveving the complicated as though it 
were not complicated." 



LUDWIG LEWISOHN S ESTIMATE of 
DR. LEVINTHAL'S BOOK, "JUDAISM" 
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ACTIVITIES IN THE 
BROOKLYN JEWISH CENTER 



JUDGE BERNARD ROSENBLATT OF 
PALESTINE TO SPEAK THIS FRIDAY 

At our services in the synagogue 
this Friday night, November 15th at 
8:30 o'clock, we shall have the pleas- 
ure of having as a guest speaker, Judge 
Bernard Rosenblatt, formerly of New 
York and now a resident, for a num- 
ber of years, of Haifa, Palestine. 

Judge Rosenblatt was one of the 
very active leaders in American Zion- 
ism, and since he and his family have 
settled in Palestine, is very active in 
the new life in our homeland. He will 
speak on the subject, "Life in the New 
Palestine". We are sure that an in- 
teresting picture of how an American 
faces the new life in Palestine will be 
revealed in this fascinating message. 

The members and their friends are 
cordially invited to attend. 



NATHAN KLEINHANDLER TO DIS- 
CUSS "WHY IS LABOR RESTLESS?" 

On Wednesday evening, November 
20th, Mr. Nathan Kleinhandler, lead- 
ing sociologist, will deliver the sixth 
of a series of lectures on the "Prob- 
lems of Sociology". The subject of 
his address on that evening will be 
"Why Is Labor Restless?" 

This will be followed by a lecture on 
Wednesday evening, November 27th, 
at which time he will speak on "The 
Third Party — Significance, Importance 
and Possibilities". 

These lectures are given every Wed- 
nesday evening under the joint aus- 
pices of the Forum and Education 
Committee of the Center and the 
Board of Education of New York. 



RABBI LEVINTHAL TO REVIEW HIS 
TWENTY-FIVE YEARS IN BROOKLYN 
MINISTRY 

At one of the forthcoming Friday 
evenings, Rabbi Levinthal hopes to 
speak on the subject, "Twenty-Five 
Years of Brooklyn Jewish Ministry", 
in which he will review the status and 
the progress of Brooklyn Jewish life 
in the last quarter of a century in which 
he has ministered in our borough. 



SUNDAY SCHOOL OPENS WITH 
LARGEST ENROLLMENT 

Our Sunday School, this year, open- 
ed with the largest registration in the 
history of our institution. Additional 
classes have been formed and new 
teachers have been added to the staff. 

Our complete list of classes and 
teachers is as follows : 

I A Class — Miss Toby Bronstein 
IB Class — Mr. Irwin Lowenfeld 
1C Class — Miss Roslyn Kramer 
1st Class — Rapid Advance — Mr. Ir- 

vin Rubin 
2nd Grade — Miss Frieda Prensky 
3rd Grade — Miss Gertrude Aaron- 
son 

5th Grade — Mr. Judah J. Seidler 
Consecration Class — Mrs. Helen 
Levinthal Sukloff 

It is interesting to note that of this 
excellent staff of teachers, six are grad- 
uates of our own Center Hebrew 
School, who have, to this day, contin- 
ued their work in Hebrew studies. 



BROOKLYN JEWISH CENTER VS. BEN- 
SONHURST JEWISH COMMUNITY 
HOUSE NOVEMBER 16th 

A Basketball Game has been ar- 
ranged for Saturday evening, Novem- 
ber 16th, in the gymnasium of our 
building. The Brooklyn Jewish Center 
team will face the strong quintet of the 
Jewish Community House of Benson- 
hurst. A preliminary game will be 
held at eight o'clock. 

Following the games, a dance will 
he held in the auditorium. The price 
of admission will be fifty cents. 

The sub-committee in charge of the 
Basketball Games, headed by Mr. Al- 
bert Witty, wants to express its thanks 
to the members who attended the open- 
ing game on November 5th. They are 
hopeful that many more members will 
be present at all future games, to en- 
courage our players. 



A REQUEST FROM THE MEMBERSHIP 
COMMITTEE 

The Membership Committee, 
through its chairman, Hon. Emanuel 
Greenberg, solicits your cooperation in 
enrolling new members of the Center. 



If you have any friends who might 
be induced to enroll as members of the 
institution, will you kindly send their 
names and addresses to the office of 
the Center. We shall then mail to them 
literature pertaining to the work of the 
Center and copies of our Review, in 
the hope of having them join our ranks. 



RESERVATIONS NOW ACCEPTED 
THE THANKSGIVING DINNER AND 
DANCE 

Plans for the Thanksgiving Dinner 
and Dance have been made by the So- 
cial and Entertainment Committee for 
Wednesday evening, November 27th — 
Thanksgiving Eve. A De Luxe Tur- 
key Dinner will be served by Messrs. 
Kotimsky and Tuchman from six p.m. 
to twelve midnight. 

Mrs. Albert Witty, chairman of the 
sub-committee in charge of this af- 
fair, requests all members to please 
make their reservations in advance, so 
that proper arrangements can be made 
for them on that evening. The price 
per dinner, including the dance, will 
be $1.50 per person. 



ANNUAL MEETING OF THE CENTER 
JANUARY 16th 

Notice is herey given to all members 
of the Center that the Annual Meeting 
will be held on Thursday evening, 
January 16th, at 8:30 o'clock. 

Election and installation of officers, 
trustees and members of the Govern- 
ing Board will take place on that eve- 
ning. 

SABBATH SERVICES 

Kindling of Candles at 4:20 P. M. 
Friday Evening Services at 4 :30 
o'clock. 

Sabbath Morning Services (Parsha 
Vayero) will commence at 8:45 o'clock. 
Rabbi Levinthal will preach on the 
weekly portion of the Torah. 

Mincha Services at 4 :30 P. M. 

Class in Ein Yaakob under the lead- 
ership of Mr. Benjamin Hirsh at 
3:30 P. M. 



DAILY SERVICES 

Morning Services at 7 :00 and 7 :45 
o'clock. 

Mincha Services at 4 :30 P. M. 
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THE NEW HEBREW SCHOOL PUPILS 
TO CONDUCT INITIATION SERVICES 
ON SATURDAY, DECEMBER 7th 

This year, as in previous years, we 
shall have the privilege to witness, dur- 
ing the services on Saturday, Decem- 
ber 7th (Parsha Vayetze) an impres- 
sive initiation service, in which all the 
newly registered pupils of our begin- 
ners class in our Hebrew School will 
participate. 

The services that Sabbath morning 
will be in charge of the Children's 
Congregation, and the children will act 
as the Cantors, as well as the Readers 
of the Torah lesson. 

We sincerely hope that all our mem- 
bers, who are interested in the religious 
welfare of our children, will attend 
these services, from which they will de- 
rive a great deal of spiritual delight. 

PAROCHETH AND TABLE COVER 
DONATED IN MEMORY OF HARRY 
J. MOSKOWITZ 

The Center is very grateful to Mr. 
and Mrs Max Moskowitz, of 290 
Montgomery Street, and their children, 
Mr. and Mrs. Isador Lowenfeld, of 
258 Sullivan Street, for the beautiful 
gift of a Parocheth or Ark Cover, and 
a cover for the Reader's table in the 
Beth Hamedrash for the special use 
of our Children's Congregation. 

This gift has been made in the 
memory of their sainted son and bro- 
ther, Harry J. Moskowitz, who died 
April 15, 1935. 

PERSONALS 

Rabbi Levinthal was one of the 
speakers representing the Jewish com- 
munity of Brooklyn at a dinner given 
by the Brooklyn Young Women's 
Christian Association, at the Towers 
Hotel, on Thursday evening, Novem- 
ber 7th, to begin their campaign for 
the $100,000.00 budget deficit fund. 

On Wednesday evening, November 
6th, he addressed the Flatbush Zionist 
District at the East Midwood Jewish 
Center, on the "Romance of the New 
Palestine". 

This Thursday evening, November 
14th, Rabbi Levinthal was the princi- 
ple speaker at the Balfour Anniversary 
celebration of the Zionist, at Trenton, 
New Jersey. 

EXPRESSION OF CONDOLENCE 

Our sincere expressions of sympathy 
and condolence are extended to Dr. 
Nathan A. Horowitz, of 886 Saratoga 
Avenue, upon the death of his father, 
Israel M. Horowitz, on November 7th, 
1935. 



Emil Ludwig 5 s 

Only lecture in Brooklyn 

BROOKLYN 
JEWISH CENTER 



MONDAY EVENING, NOVEMBER 25 

8:30 P. M. 



Subject: "The FATE of 
EUROPE, 1914-1940" 



Emil Ludwig is the greatest living biographer. 

He has made past ages glow with life today, and given 
us such an insight into the causes of epoch-making events 
that his works are now standard sources of information. 

This lecture will answer many questions you have been 
longing to ask an authority on the European situation. 



THROUGH SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT WITH MR. LUDWIG'S 
MANAGERS THE TICKETS FOR THIS LECTURE WILL BE UNUSUAL- 
LY LOW— 25c to 75c. 
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APPLICATIONS FOR MEMBERSHIP 
AND REINSTATEMENTS 



The following have applied for mem- 
bership in the Brooklyn Jewish Center: 

Aclnopoz, Dr. Abraham 
Married Physician 
Res. — 102 Linden Boulevard 
Bus. — 102 Linden Boulevard 
Proposed by Dr. Bernard Ehrenpreis 
and David Rosenstein 

Arkis, Sam 

Unmarried Milk Products 
Res.—460 East 92nd St. 
Bus.— 400 Stanley Ave. 

Birnbaum, Irving H. 

Unmarried Motion Picture 
Res.— 299 Hart St. 
Bus.— 321 West 44th St. 

Brown, Frieda 
Unmarried 

Res. — 658 Montgomery St. 

Bruckner, Samuel 

Unmarried Bank Clerk 

Res. — 702 Lefferts Ave. 

Bus.— 122 East 42nd St. 
Eisenberg, Israel 

Unmarried Merchant 

Res.— 1030 Park Place 

Bus. — 163-34 Jamaica Avenue 

Finkel, Nathan 

Married Poultry 
Res.— 1584 Carroll St. 
Bus.— 94 Moore St. 

Finkelman, Alexander 
Married Real Estate 
Res. — 1521 Eastern Parkwa 
Bus. — 1521 Eastern Parkway 
Proposed by K. Karl Klein 

Friedman, Herbert M. 
Unmarried Lawyer 
Res. — 910 Bushwick Ave. 
Bus.— 50 Court St. 
Proposed by Louis Berg 

Geffen, Jacob N. 

Unmarried Lawyer 
Res. — 906 Eastern Parkway 
Bus. — 280 Broadway 
Proposed by Abraham and Jack Ros- 
enfeld 

Goldstein, A. George 

Unmarried Trucking & Traffic 
Res.— 738 Willoughby Ave. 
Bus. — 114 Imlay Street 
Proposed by Myles Levinson 

Goldstein, Dr. Solomon 
Married Physician 
Res. — 1467 Sterling Place 



Bus. — 1467 Sterling Place 

Proposed by Benjamin A. Levine 
Greenberg, Herbert 

Unmarried Milk Products 

Res.--4902 Foster Ave. 

Bus. — 1624 Centre Ave. 
Hoffman, Max 

Unmarried Paints 

Res.— 119 Tapscott St. 

Bus. — 1264 East New York Ave. 

Proposed by Herman Baum 
Israel, Bernard 

Unmarried Milk Products 

Res.— 460 East 92nd St. 

Bus. — 400 Stanley Ave. 
Israel, David 

Unmarried Milk Products 

Res.— 460 East 92nd St. 

Bus.— 400 Stanley Ave. 
Israel, Sidney 

Unmarried Milk Products 

Res.— 460 East 92nd St. 

Bus. — 400 Stanley Ave. 
Leder, J. Herbert 

Unmarried Lawyer 

Res.— 156 South 9th St. 

Bus. — 220 Broadway 

Proposed by Louis Berg 
Marks, Joseph A. 

Unmarried Banking 

Res.— 1010 Dorchester Rd. 

Bus.— 52 William St. 
Miller, Max A. 

Married Leather Goods 

Res. — 221 Linden Boulevard 

Bus.— 38 West 32nd Street 

Proposed by Lou Schocket and 
Charles Karron 

Milt, Samuel B. 

Unmarried Brokerage 
Res. — 964 Eastern Parkway 
Bus. — 74 Trinity Place 
Proposed by Joseph Goldberg 

Pfeffer, Norma 

Unmarried Teacher 
Res. — 335 Midwood Street 
Bus. — Dumont Avenue 
Proposed by Miss Lee Glick 

Sandler, Max 

Married Wholesale Drags 

Res. — 250 Exeter Street 
Bus. — 3824 Church Avenue 
Proposed by Moses Litzky 

Schultz, Dr. Max 

Married Physician 
Res. — 1494 Eastern Parkway 



Bus. — 1494 Eastern Parkway 
Proposed by Dr. Charles Windwer 

Shafter, Sam 

Unmarried Salesman 
Res.— 341 Midwood St. 
Res.— 138 Centre St. 

Shapiro, Saul R. 

Unmarried Lumber 
Res.— 2208 Ave. L. 
Bus. — 470 Hamilton Ave. 
Proposed by Pincus Glickman 

Stander, Louis 

Married Mfg. Tooth Brushes 

Res. — -692 Montgomery Street 
Bus.— 11 West 42nd St. 
Proposed by Moses Litzky 

Wachsman, Harry 

Unmarried Certified Public Ac- 
countant 

Res.— 309 Wallabout St. 

Bus.— 11 West 42nd St. 

Proposed by Abraham and Jack 
Rosenfeld 

Wallas, Seymour 

Unmarried Lumber 
Res. — 116 Lenox Rd. 
Bus. — 43-45 Vernon Ave. 
Proposed by Pincus Glickman 

Wallman, Harry G. 
Unmarried Lawyer 
Res. — 460 Junius St. 
Bus. — 411 Sutter Ave. 
Proposed by Abraham Abramson 



The following have applied for re-in 
statement as members: 

Goldberg, J. Joshua 
Married Lawyer 
Res. — 591 Ocean Ave. 
Bus.— 110 West 40th St. 
Proposed by M. Mendell Schachne 

Leopold, Nat 

Married Dress Salesman 

Res. — 240 Crown Street 
Bus. — 1400 Broadway 
Proposed by Max E. Landau 

Zaifer, Harry 

Married Manufacturer 
Res.— 780 St. Marks Ave. 
Bus. — 684 Broadway 
Proposed by Philip F. Feinberg 
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SISTERHOOD THEATRE PARTY 

Wednesday Evening, December 18, 1936 

Starring 

ERNEST TRUEX 

in a new comedy 

"WHATEVER GOES UP" 



at the BILTMORE THEATRE 



The Sisterhood solicits your cooperation in making this event a real success. 
Obtain tickets fur vourself and your friends by telephoning the Center office — 
(PResident 4-1400). 



33 THIS MONTH 

On the opposite page are listed the applications of 33 prospec- 
tive members and former members. If you personally make the 
effort we should be able to publish another sizeable list next 
month. 

The Brooklyn Jewish Center Needs New Members — and the 
Members need the Brooklyn Jewish Center. 

BRING THEM TOGETHER 



THE RATES ARE MODERATE: 



$50.00 per year per family (in- 
cludes husband, wife and chil- 
dren up to 21 years of age) 



$37.50 per year for Unmarried 
Member 

$25.00 per year for Girls 
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THE NEW POSITION OF THE JEW 

(Continued from Page 6) 



of a new economic order of indepen- 
dence. 

In their minds there is already resi- 
dent a hatred and distrust of the Jew 
inherited from the past. This old game 
was practiced sixty years ago and more 
in Germany. Bismarck played it, and 
if you will read the literature written 
in Germany at that time, you will he 
astounded at its similarity in point of 
view and idea? with the writings of the 
Nazis in the last seventeen or eighteen 
years. Mismarck's interest was not to 
make the lot of the Jew intolerable in 
Germany; it was to discourage refor- 
mation in Germany, and he therefore 
flooded his country with violent anti- 
Jewish literature, which the Nazi mere- 
ly copied. 

Reaction uses anti-Semitism. It will 
use it in the future. 



Militarism, which today is the battle- 
cry of the Nazis, is also part of the 
strategy in this war between the Right 
and Left. 

Hitler and his henchmen having de- 
prived the German people of liberty 
and equality, having destroyed their 
free institutions, having brought them 
to the position of tools in the hands of 
the State — what can he give them in 
return? The dictator in Russia gave 
the people a classless society. Hitler 
could not give them that, because Hit- 
ler is there to see that the present eco- 
nomic order remains, so he seizes upon 
the Aryan idea to raise the destiny of 
his power. In other words anti-Semit- 
tsm is being used in an economic war. 
I want you to know that. I want you 
to be fully aware that religion is being 
used today in an economic war as it 
was used in the middle ages. 

I remember reading not long ago a 
story of a Jewish community of Posen. 
In 1520 the Jews of Posen had a few 
stores in the market place which the 
Christians resented. They petitioned 
the government to shut down these 
stores, giving as a reason that some 
pious Christian passerby might be 
tempted to buy. and the government 
was forced to meet their wishes. Thus 
the Jewish stores were closed because 
they were in prominent locations. In 
the middle ages they used religion as 
an economic wea]xm, and they are try- 
ing it in the modern State. Jewish 
stores on principal locations are being 



closed, and the whole economic posi- 
tion of the Jew in German) is being 
destroyed. This being the case, 1 feel 
that we Jews have entered a very seri- 
ous epoch in our history, and that we 
shall have to begin our right again for 
our basic and fundamental human 
rights. 1 think this struggle will not 
be realized tomorrow or next year or 
live years from now. This is a world 
movement wliich will have to run its 
course. We Jews will have to defend 
our position, politically, economically 
and socially in the world. We can do 
it if we remember a few simple things 
to do and a few simple things not to 
do. In the first place 1 do not want 
my people to be discouraged at what is 
happening in the world today hceause 
the progress of Jewry in the world has 
never been a steady one, always a bro- 
ken one. We have entered what seems 
to be momentary retrogression, and 
that retrogression should not discour- 
age us. Rather it should make us more 
alert and united in our fight of self- 
defense. 1 think we should fight better 
for our positions in the world in the 
first place if we become realists, if we 
stop being alarmists, if we face facts 
as they are, if we do not over-estimate 
or under-estimate. Wishful thinking 
has been one of the curses of Jewish 
life. We must not permit ourselves to 
fall into the frame of mind that the 
whole world is against us. The whole 
world is not against us. We must not 
permit ourselves to think that we have 
no friends. We have friends, many of 
them, and we have enemies, man)- of 
them, and powerful ones. But do not 
magnify little, inconsequential things 
concerning religion and make them tre- 
mendously important facts. 

In the second place we will fight bet- 
ter in the world if we learn how to 
organize. Why should we be judged 
by our political position in the world? 
Among the American people you have 
Democrats, Republicans, Socialists, 
Communists. You have every differ- 
ence of i>olitical opinion. You have 
group interest combatting individual 
interest. We are not a religious sect. 
We are a people and should be judged 
as such. 

We must learn to organize not mere- 
ly among ourselves, but with other 
peoples. We are not the only minority 
group that is suffering in the world. 
There are other groups that are innni- 



FORUM 

of the 

BROOKLYN JEWISH CENTER 

A Platform for Free and Open 
Discussion of Problems of Inter- 
est by Leading Exponents in 
Every Field of Human Endea- 
vor. Organized 1921. 

Meets every 
MONDAY EVENING 
Throughout the Season 

The following is a partial list of 

the speakers who will address the 

Center Forum during the 1935- 

1936 season : 

Prof. Albert Brandt 

Rev. Dr. S. Parkes Cadnian 

Dr. Will Durant 

Prof. Israel Efros 

Rev. Dr. John Haynes Holmes 

Dr. Elias Lieberman 

Prince Hubertus Loewenstein 

Prof. Scott Neartng 

Dr. Shalom Spiegel 

Dr. Ira S. Wile 

Rev. Dr. Stephen S. Wise 

Prof. Fritz Wittels 



THE 



CENTER 
RESTAURANT 



Excellent meals are served in 
our Restaurant every Sunday 
during the season from 12 noon 
to 5 P. M. 

Arrange to have your Sunday 
dinners at the Center Restau- 
rant as often as you possibly can. 
You will facilitate matters a great 
deal if you will telephone the 
Center in advance (^Resident 4- 
1400) so that reservations may 
be made for you. 



Dinner De Luxe $1.00 and $1.25 
per person- -Also A la Carte 



"Meet Me in the Center 
Restaurant" 
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ncntly in danger. We must discover 
them and unite with them for the com- 
mon gain. They are our allies. In 
other words, we have to rind some new 
diplomacy. We will right better for 
our rights if we stop talking about our- 
selves as a weak people, as a little peo- 
ple, as a down-trodden people. You 
are not weak, you are strong. A little, 
weak people could not have survived 
two thousand years of persecution. We 
would have gone off the pages of his- 
tory centuries ago. 

We should not uuder-estimate our- 
selves. We are a very important peo- 
ple in the world economy today, and 
we should not become panicky. Some 
of the Aryans have discovered this fear 
in us and are exploiting it. If you, 
Jews, do not overcome this, you may 
suffer what the Jews in Spain suffered 
in 1492. If you do not allow them to 
exploit our "timidity" a timidity which 
is growing among sections of our peo- 
ple, they will stop exploiting it. We 
cannot be downed, we will not be in- 
timidated. We are going to fight in 
every part of the world for our just 
human rights. 

Jews have been expelled from Ger- 
many before, lived in ghettos before, 
and the ghetto walls collapsed. The 
Jew is not going to give up one his 
strongholds because Hitler, Goering 
and Goebels do not like the Jew. We 
will not always be fighting as we are 
lighting today — with our backs to the 
wall — if we have our own home to go 
to. That is why Palestine has become 
the most vital factor in the whole situ- 
ation. The very fact that we have a 
homeland will give us courage and 
strength to fight. That is why it is so 
important to make Palestine as pros- 
perous and strong as it possibly can be. 

1 remember reading a book written 
about fifteen or twenty years ago, in 
which the author made this categorical 
statement : "From now on no western 
European nation will ever pass a law 
discriminating against any group of 
its citizens on the basis of their religion 
or on the basis of their race. This is 
not conceivable." 

What is inconceivable is most con- 
ceivable in Jewish history. Jewish his- 
tory has a logic of its own. 

Dr. Theodure Herzl wanted to sum- 
mon the first Zionist Congress in 1897. 
He decided to hold it in Munich, a 
nice city with a large Jewish commu- 
nity. The German Jews, however, 
did not want the Congress to meet in 



Munich. Germany was their father- 
land, and Berlin their Jerusalem. The 
meeting was not held in Munich. 
Herzl had to move it to liasle. But 
the Jews in the Munich of 1935 are 
very thankful that there is a Zionist 
movement. 

* * * 

What therefore is required in view 
of these great changes that are coming- 
over the world? It is for us, Jews, 
to save our hopes, soothe our hearts, 
and approach the problems one by one, 
clearly, thoughtfully, without preju- 
dices, without shame and effectively. 
We should resist anti-Semitism as vig 
cious contumely. We must live as a 
distinct group. We must understand 
that a certain degree of affliction will 
always exist. Insecurity brings out the 
strength in us. Today we are in a 
period of upset. We should prepare 
ourselves for the future. We will not 
make the' same mistakes made by our 
brothers in Germany. 

1 told a story to the Hadassah of 
Jewish women in New York, and I 
will tell it to you : 

When I was in Germany in 1933 
and saw Hitler made chancellor by Von 
Hindenburg, 1 was stunned by the 
sense of overhanging gloom. 1 started 
for the synagogue and was there dur- 
ing the services. A little boy came up 
to the pulpit. It was his bar-mitzvah. 
He began to read the maftir, the same 
mujtir that many years ago I read 
when 1 was bar-mitzvah. It was the 
last chapter of Isaiah, and as 1 sat 
there these words came clearly through 
the synagogue out of the mouth of 
this little boy ; and they came to me 
like a refreshing wind : "For as the 
new heavens and the new earth, which 
1 will make, shall remain before me, 
saith the Lord, so shall your seed and 
your name remain." 

That is the expression of the in- 
dominatable will of Israel to be. As 
long as we are strong in our loyalty and 
in our devotion to the basic fundamen- 
tals of Jewry, as long as we maintain 
our high standards of life, as long as 
we maintain the identity of the Jewish 
home and Jewish family life, as long 
as we maintain our institutions, our 
synagogues, our schools, so long shall 
we be an indestructible people and no 
Hitler in the world can menace us. 

Hitler and his regime arc three years 
old. We are 3,000 years old. 



CLUB CALENDAR 

All children of Center members 
are eligible for membership in 
these groups and are cordially in- 
vited to join in their activities: 

The Maccabees. Consists of boys 
13 to 15 years of age. Meets 
on Saturday evenings at 7 :30. 
Mr. Jackson Goldman, Leader. 

G'Vls Group. Consists of girls 13 
and 14 years of age. Meetings 
are held on Saturday evenings 
at 7:30. Mrs. Bernhardt, 
leader. 

Girl Scout Troop. Meetings are 
held every Wednesday evening. 
Miss Lillian Cantor, Scoutmas- 
ter. 

Boy Scout Troop. Now being re- 
organized. Date of first meet- 
ing will be announced shortly. 

Boys and Girls Intermediate Group 

Consists of boys between the 
ages of 16 and 18 and girls 
15 to 17 years of age. Regu- 
lar meetings are held on first 
and third Saturday evenings at 
8:30 o'clock. 

Junior League. Membership open 
to girls 17 to 20 years of age 
and boys between the ages of 
18 and 21. Dates of future 
meetings will be announced at 
a later date. 
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JEWISH IMMORTALS IN FOOTBALL 

{Continued from Paye 11) 

Weinstock of Pitt, at present playing 
\v i t h the professional Philadelphia 
Eagles, and Dave Smukler, junior at 
Temple, were widely mentioned for the 
honors. Pitt several years ago also 
hoasted of another fine Jewish gridder 
—Paul Rader. 

Princeton still cherishes the name of 
Jake Slagle, who six years ago used to 
tear enemy lines apart. At Colgate they 
still tell stories of Julius (Indian) Yab- 
lock, who many term one of the finest 
defensive backs of all time. "Yabby" 
was a Boy's High player whom Andy 
Kerr saw great possibilities in and 
seized. Yablock incidentally is this sea- 
son coaching St. Francis College, a 
Jesuit school in Brooklyn, where his 
star is also a Jew — Izzy Friedenthal. 

Catholic University of Washington 
turned out a fine gridder in Milt Gross, 
while George Washington University 
was enjoying the antics of Ted Isaac- 
son. At Rutgers, another Brooklyn 
boy, Jack Grossman, impressed some 
as being one of the best players the 
school ever had. Grossman is now 
playing for the Brooklyn Dodgers, 
professional team, which is making a 
determined bid to win the National 
League title. 

The pros have not been attracted by 
the Jews, except in several cases, 
notably Friedman, Newman, Gross- 
man and Weinstock. Isaacson is now 
with -the Chicago Cardinals, and 
"Buckets" Goldberg with Green Bay. 

Rutgers has also boasted of Tex 
Rosen, while only last year Syracuse 
had twin stars in Walter and Milt Sin- 
ger. Walt has had a try at the pro 
game with the New York Giants, for 
whom Friedman and Newman played. 

West Point, since it is a government 
school, is prone to show little racial dis- 
crimination. Lazer, a few years ago 
and Carl Goldenberg today, are two 
Army aces. Columbia was quarterback- 
ed by Harry Kaplan, while Dartmouth 
still remembers Phil Glazer. All-Amer- 
ica lineman, and Guy Bromberg. a 
guard. In the same territory, Colgate 
hears much of Samuels. 

Among two smaller institutions, Milt 
Socolow, a Brooklyn athlete by way of 
Manual Training High School, made 
good at Lafayette, while Capt. Smokey 
Kobrowskv is said by his Trinity Col- 
lege coach in Hartford to be deserving 
of All-America mention. He won't get 
it because he is playing for a small 
team. 



In New York City, N. Y. U. and 
City College have naturally been abun- 
dant in Jewish material. Fordham, too, 
has one or two Jewish players this sea- 
son. Captain Nat Machlowitz, at N. Y. 
U., is probably the finest Jewish bail- 
carrier in the country today, an opinion 
based on experts' judgments that he is 
the best ball-toter in the city, which, 
including as it does, Al Barabas of 
Columbia Rose Bowl fame, means 
much. 

Charlie Siegel of the same school is 
another fine player, while Abe Scheur, 
nee Itzkowitz, made his mark as an 
outstanding lineman. Irwin "Red" 
Klein and Perry Geffen, also of the 
Violets, take rank with outstanding 
Jewish players at the Hall of Fame 
school. 

City College in the past has had 
good players. Goldhammer and Dub- 
inskv are probably the best in recent 
years. Brooklyn College had one hack, 
Sid Glickman, who at another school 
might have attained prominence. 

Another played who achieved almost 
as much fame as a boxer — he was in- 
tercollegiate champion — is Bernie Kap- 
lan of Western University. Dave Um- 
ansky, former Jefferson High back, is 
now a star at the University of Rich- 
mond. Dotted here and there can be 
found a host of other stars, each of 
whom is contributing a great deal to- 
wards eliminating an impression that 
a Jew cannot be a good football player 
because he lacks "guts." 



A MARXIST ANSWER 

(Continued from Page 8) 

Wise certainly does not know whe- 
ther the mass of American Jewry is 
not behind the statement in question. 
The mass of American Jewry is be- 
hind any statement that might help the 
enslaved Jews in Germany, or that will 
serve as a reply to an allegation that 
has been twisted into a criminal accu- 
sation. 

The proposition to all normally 
minded persons is a simple one: the 
Nazis claim Marxism was ruining their 
land and Marxists are Jews; there- 
fore Jews must be liquidated. It won't 
alter Nazi policy to prove that Marx- 
ism is not Jewish. But for the world 
it is necessary to knock this prop from 
under the Nazi platform. It is also 
equally necessary to remove this prop 
from the platforms of such fascist and 
anti-Semitic groups as may be found 
in this country. 



CENTER DRAMATIC GROUP TO 
HOLD SEASON'S FIRST MEETING 
NOVEMBER 21st 

The Center Players will hold their 
first meeting for the Season on Thurs- 
day evening, November 21st at 8:30 
o'clock. 

Mr. Phil Gross, well known drama- 
tic director will he present to outline 
the work for the group during the 
current season. 

Center members who are interested 
in any phase of amateur dramatics, 
are cordially invited to attend this 
meeting. 



JAMES WATERMAN WISE 
FORUM SPEAKER NOV. 18th 

The speaker at our weekly Forum 
on Monday evening, November 18th 
at 8:15 o'clock will be Mr. James 
Waterman Wise, author, editor and 
lecturer. The subject of his address 
will be: 'Does America Need Fascism?' 

Mr. Wise, who is the son of Rabbi 
Stephen S. Wise, is a forceful speaker, 
and a brilliant and independent per- 
sonality. He is the author of a number 
of interesting books and until recently 
he was the Editor of the monthly 
publication "Opinion". 

Admission to the lecture will be free 
to Center members upon presentation 
of their 1935 membership cards. To 
all others a charge of twenty-five cents 
will be made. 



COMING SOCIAL AFFAIRS 

of the Center 

Nov. 27th — Wednesday evening, 
seven o'clock to midnight, 
Thanksgiving Dinner - Dance. 
Reservations now accepted at 
$1.50 per person. 

Dec. 24th — Tuesday evening at 
8 :30 o'clock. Membership So- 
cial Meeting. Special Chanu- 
kah program of entertainment. 
Admission free. Center mem- 
bers only. 

Dec. 31st — Tuesday evening. 
New Year's Eve Revel. Din- 
ner de Luxe — Dancing and En- 
tertainment. Subscription $5 
per person. 
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LIVING IN PALESTINE 

{Continued from Page 10) 



many misunderstandings and com- 
plaints. 

Ought I to mention the Sephardim, 
the Yemenites and the other oriental 
hrethern of ours, whose cultural state 
is so different, not to say lower than 
ours, as to create almost two worlds ? 

An American young lady I know 
could not bring herself to marry a 
Sepharclic young man, even though he 
was interesting and well-to-do and she 
claimed she loved him. Her objection 
was that she could not think of living 
with his family and kin. 

Is this condition lasting? No, for 
already barriers are being broken, and 
Sephardim, Yemenites and Ashkena- 
zim do intermarry. But the adjustment 
is a slow process, and meanwhile, one 
coming here must be ready for an un- 
usual amount of tolerance and f ore- 
bear ance. 

THE troubles of those who do not 
know Hebrew is a chapter in itself. 
The settler who is relatively young, 
able and willing, can acquire in a short 
time enough of the language to under- 
stand and speak. But those failing to 
do so are doomed to a life lacking in 
culture and poor in social intercourse. 

I know some Americans, especially 
women, who were quite active in the 
Zionist Hadassah and other social and 
charitable groups in their home towns, 
who are here sitting by idly because 
they cannot speak Hebrew. This isola- 
tion naturally breeds resentment and 
dissatisfaction. 

There are two more sources of ag- 
gravation to which the attention of the 
future settler should be drawn. They 
are minor ones, yet weighty enough for 
some people. These are the lower stan- 
dards of living here compared with 
the standards in the United States, and 
the provincial nature of Palestine due 
to its small size and its limited popula- 
tion. The East European Jew will find 
here a higher civilization than in most 
of the cities he left behind. He finds 
here electricity in his home, a bath and 
shower, a fair intercity and village bus 
service, beautiful shops, cafes, modern 
movies and theatres. He is therefore 
pleasurably surprised and satisfied. Not 
so the American, especially the house- 
wife. She sees that there is no gas in 
the kitchen, no steam heat — with few 
exceptions — and many other household 
shortcomings that few American house- 
wives are willing or able to forego. 



The size of the country is such that 
given a good car, and there are no mis- 
haps, one can see it from end to end, 
in one day. The entire Jewish popu- 
lation falls short when compared with 
that of Brownsville. Haifa, Jerusalem, 
and even Tel Aviv with its 130,000 in- 
habitants, are small provincial towns 
compared with a Boston or Chicago, 
not to mention New York. This weighs 
heavily upon those bred in and used to 
large cities. + ^ ^ 

If therefore we wish to summarize 
the answer to the question of whether 
or not to emigrate to Palstine, we must 
say, to our regret, that so far the land 
of Israel is not the place for all. There 
was a time not so very long ago when 
Palestine could justifiably boast a sel- 
ected immigration. Tens of thousands 
were streaming to the American shores 
in search of freedom and happiness 
and succeeded in sending roots into the 
new soil, and at the same time groups 
were heading towards Palestine, mere 
hundreds picked from the masses, 
idealists who were ready to carry the 
burden of their nation upon their 
shoulders and build a haven of refuge 
for the thousands who, they were sure, 
would follow afterwards. These were 
the settlers of fifty years ago, the men 
of the second Ah/ah and later of the 
chalutzim movement. 

Is there then no more idealism in 
the country today? 

The current opinion seems to be 
positive of it. For does not the busi- 
ness man and the professional alike, 
the landowner and the laborer, have 
his interest in gain and profit solely? 

Yet this statement is far from true. 
There are still the thousands of work- 
ers organized as the Kivutzath; there 
are the farm laborers who withstand 
the temptation of the city wages, and 
there are also a good number of land- 
owners who, regardless of cost, use 
only Jewish labor. 

Nor have the writers and teachers 
enjoyed much of this prosperity boom. 

Idealism still exists in Palestine. 

And it is only with a rich store of 
idealism, religious or national, to carry 
him along for some years of struggle, 
should the settler come here. He will 
then be sure to acclimatize himself. He 
will love his new home, and he will 
help rebuild it by rebuilding himself. 
His future will then spell success. 
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THE AGUNAH CONTROVERSY— WHAT IT MEANS 

(Continued from Page 12) 



would be to commit a grievous wrong 
against the Agunah ; and hence the 
Rabbinical Assembly, after five years 
of waiting, was forced to take action 
at its last Convention. It should be 
stated, however, that the Rabbinical 
Assembly decided at the same time not 
to have this resolution put into effect 
before the lapse of another year in 
order to enable the Committee on Jew- 
ish Law to make a more thorough study 
of the question and to give ample no- 
tice of the new proposal to the Jewish 
world. 

The storm of protest which broke in 
May, and which has raged since then, 
contributed nothing to the elucidation 
of the problem. The Jewish reading 
public was merely treated to a demon- 
stration of vituperation, calumny, and 
shameless, hysterical invective. 

Why such violent opposition ? If 
the Rabbis of the Orthodox Union are 
opposed to the resolution because they 
are afraid that Jewish law is being 
violated by it, why do they not point 
out in what respects the proposal is 
illegal ? 

If they are opposed because they be- 
lieve, generally, that no modifications 
whatever can be countenanced, the re- 
ply of the Rabbinical Assembly must 
be : no greater violence to Jewish law 
can be done than to allow it to work 
havoc with the lives of Jewish people. 
Agunot do. remarry in defiance of the 
law, and that practice threatens to be- 
come a universal one in American Is- 
rael. If it does, Jews will come to 
have only contempt for their law and 
their tradition. A law that remains 
fossilized and inert, a law which does 
not develop with new needs, is only a 
cold monument to a once glorious 
guide to life. Certainly, the Orthodox 
Rabbinate does not want Jewish law 
to cease moulding Jewish life. 

The loyalties of American Jews to 
Jewish life have been sorely tried. An 
alien environment, intellectual prob- 
lems, the pressure of economic life, 
have combined to make the average 
American Jew either indifferent to Ju- 
daism or impatient with it. And when 
two major Rabbinical bodies appear to 
be engaged in undignified controversy 
he is tempted to dissociate himself en- 
tirely from the whole unpleasant busi- 
ness. 

We hope, therefore, that the reader 



of this statement will understand what 
is involved. The Rabbinical Assembly 
strives to make Jewish tradition and 
Jewish law function in the lives of 
Jews. To succeed in this undertaking 
it is attempting to adjust the law of. 
life, to make those changes in tra- 
ditional practices, within the scope and 
authority of Jewish law, which will 
enable Judaism to serve the ends for 
which it was intended. 



OLYMPIAD OR NAZIAD? 

(Continued from Page 4) 

us any more and never again would 
he do anything at all for us ! General 
Sherrill ! We do not want you to do 
anything at all for us. We have lived 
four thousand years without the aid 
of such leaders as yourself and we 
hope to continue to live many times 
four thousand years without your help. 
We do want you to do something — not 
for us — but for America, which should 
mean to you want it meant to Wash- 
ington, Jefferson, Lincoln, Roosevelt 
and Wilson, and what happily it still 
means to millions of men and women 
in this land. 

Nor can you, General Sherrill, 
frighten us Jews into silence in this 
vital matter, which we regard as 
wholly American. If there is a moral 
issue, an Ameircan issue, then we Jews 
will espouse it, even if there will be 
pogroms to pay for it ! But General 
Sherrill, we know America and under- 
stand America better than you and 
your associates. We have too much 
faith in America to believe that pog- 
roms await us for espousing a cause 
that is true to all that is best in Amer- 
ican life. You claim, dear General, 
that the 500,000 young Americans now 
training for the Olympic games would 
be disappointed if America refused to 
participate in the games, that they 
would rise in anger against the Jews. 
We have more faith in American youth 
than you seem to have. We have more 
faith in their real sportsmanship and 
in American love of fair play. We be- 
lieve that these 500,000 youths would 
rise in joy, with a new thrill in their 
hearts if they knew that America re- 
mained true to her soul and refused to 
send representatives to a land where 



their own ideals of Democracy are 
trampled under foot. 

With the brilliant analysis of the 
case by Judge Mahoney before us, with 
his thorough review of all the pledges 
given and already broken by the Nazis, 
there is little need for further repeti- 
tion of these well-known facts. But 
the argument that strikes me as most 
incomprehensible, and the one which 
the Sherrills and the Brundages are 
constantly repeating and emphasizing 
is this : that true sport must be di- 
vorced from all other considerations. 
Is that the true meaning of sport? Is 
that the American understanding of 
sport? Is that the ideal of sport held 
by the Greeks in the classic days of the 
original Olympiads ? I thought that the 
true ideal was expressed in that an- 
cient Latin phrase, which some of our 
own Universities have adopted as their 
mottos : I\Iens Sana in Corpore Sano — 
"A healthy mind in a healthy body." 
If the mind is diseased, if the heart and 
soul are corrupt of what avail is the 
healthy body? Suppose a confirmed 
criminal or moral pervert were a re- 
markable swimmer or runner. Would 
General Sherill want the American boys 
to have any contact even in sports with 
such a man ? Why then shall our Amer- 
ican youth come in contact with men 
who are moral perverts, political and 
social cirminals. deformers of the high- 
est ideals, men who spurn and traduce 
all that is held dear to true Ameri- 
cans? Shall we not shun them as one 
shuns a leper? 

If America will participate in the 
Olympic Games in Germany it will be 
because the American Olympics com- 
mittee has a poor conception of 
what Americanism means and a poorer 
conception of the ideals that should be 
the aim of all sports. If the games 
take place in Germany, the players will 
take part not in an Olympiad, but in a 
Naziad, dedicated not to the ideals of 
the Olympics but to the savagery of 
the Swastika. 

It is for that reason that we. in com- 
mon with all liberal minded men and 
women in America, cry out — not as 
Tews, but as Americans : "For Ameri- 
ca's sake, keep the Olympics away 
from Germany!" In the words of the 
old Biblical text, we cry out: "Do not 
bring an abomination toward thy 
house, lest thou become a cursed thing 
like it, Shokets Tcshak-Zenu — thou 
shalt utterly detest it, and thou shalt 
utterlv abhor it, for it is a cursed 
thing!" 
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THINK 
OF THE 
LIVING 



Inevitably death must visit every home. 
At such times the living are plunged into 
mourning and distress, and it is an addition- 
al burden to them to be forced to care for 
details which should have been looked after 
earlier. 

Select a final resting place when it is pos- 
sible to do so easily, and with consideration. 
And when you select one of the plots of the 
Brooklyn Jewish Sub-division of the Old 
Montefiore Cemetery at Springfield, L. I., 
you know that you have selected ground 
that is distinguished by beauty and dignity 
— and is a tribute to the memories of those 
who have passed on. 

The Secretary of the Center will be glad 
to furnish you with details. Convenient 
terms may be arranged. 
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TREE-MARK SHOES ARE BUILT ON THE PRINCIPLE THAT 
THE FEET ARE THE FOUNDATION OF THE BODY . . . THAT 
IS WHY SO MANY SATISFIED AND DEVOTED CUSTOMERS 
HAVE BEEN COMING TO THE TREE-MARK STORE. 

JOIN THEM . . . 

KNOW THE JOY OF WEARING SHOES THAT FIT YOUR 
FEET WITH THAT PERFECTION WHICH. MEANS ABSOLUTE 
COMFORT. 

TREE-MARK SHOES FIT THE SHAPE OF THE FOOT, COR- 
RECT MANY FOOT TROUBLES AND PREVENT OTHER 
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IN STOCK. ONE OF THEM MATCHES THE SHAPE OF YOUR 
FOOT. 
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A PROUD ACCOMPLISH- 
MENT 

ONE year ago there appeared in 
the columns of the Reviezv 
the announcement of the pub- 
lication by Funk and Wagnalls of a 
new book by Rabbi Levinthal, "Ju- 
daism — an Analysis and an Interpre- 
tation". Since then we published from 
time to time extracts from criticisms 
appearing in various newspapers and 
magazines. Those who have followed 
these expressions of opinions must 
have been impressed by the amount of 
praise and commendation that was so 
lavishly heaped upon Dr. Levinthal's 
work. "Judaism" was hailed as an 
outstanding, scholarly work that in- 
terpreted the various problems of Jew- 
ish faith and doctrine with clarity and 
yet in a most popular form. 

Although the book made its appear- 
ance a year ago it is still receiving a 
great deal of attention. Only last 
month we published a fine tribute from 
the pen of that eminent writer, 
Ludwig Lewisohn. who regarded the 
hook as "the best and the most lucid 
brief and popular exposition of Ju- 
daism that I know of in any language". 
In this issue we are pleased to reprint 
from the excellently edited Philadelphia 
Jewish Exponent, a review written by 
Dr. Mortimer J. Cohen. In these days 
when lack of chivalry among men of 
the cloth is *o evident, it does one's 
heart good to read the closing para- 
graph of the article in which Rabbi 
Cohen says : 

"If the reviewer were a layman liv- 
ing in New York he would delight in 
being a member of Dr. Levinthal's 
congregation, for it is a genuine privi- 
lege to have spread before one each 
Sabbath an intellectual feast that stim- 
ulates, inspires and enchants. It is 
devoutly to be wished that Dr. Levin- 
thai will continue to print his dis- 
courses, sermons and lectures for those 
of us who cannot hear him in person. 
In this way he will maintain for him- 
self the place he has already won as 
the supreme Jewish preacher of our 
generation in the United States, pos- 
sibly in the world." 

One cannot refrain from expressing 



a pious wish that our people will ac- 
quire and read more and more books 
of Jewish content. That would be the 
finest tribute to men of the calibre of 
Rabbi Levinthal, and an encourage- 
ment to authors and publishers to pro- 
duce more books that woidd enrich the 
cultural treasure of tbe American Jew. 

-J. G. 



TO JUSTICE MITCHELL 
MAY— ON HIS SIXTY- 
FIFTH BIRTHDAY 

THE Center is happy to join the 
thousands of friends and admirers 
of Justice Mitchell May on his 
sixty-fifth birthday. It was a glorious 
and well-deserved tribute that was paid 
to him by Brooklyn Jewry on the eve- 
ning of December 3rd, when the event 
was celebrated in our own building, in 
the presence of some of the outstand- 
ing personalities in the life of this 
>tate and city. 

Justice May is worthy of the praise 
that has been showered upon him. For 
almost a generation he has worked in- 
defatigably in behalf of many a good 
cause. We all know how much the 
Brooklyn Federation of Jewish Chari- 
ties is indebted to his leadership for its 
success. But he did not limit his ac- 
tivity to charity alone. In every field, 
whether it be that of religion, educa- 
tion, Zionism, ur the defense of Jewish 
rights, Justice May gave of himself 
whole-heartedly. 

The entire membership of the Cen- 
ter felicitates him and extends to him 
the sincere wish that he may be blessed 
with health and strength to continue 
to serve his brothers and his fellow- 
men Ad Meah V'esrim Shanah! 



CENTER WOMEN LEAD 
IN ACTIVITIES 

IT is gratifying to note that the wo 
men of our Center are showing an 
ever increasing zeal in their de- 
votion to our beloved institution, and 
in their participation in all of our ac- 
tivities. < There is hardh a committee 
in which women members, are not 



taking a leading part. In special 
spheres of activity, such as the Pa- 
rent Teachers Association, the women 
predominate in the discussions and 
programs. 

Much of this interest is due pri- 
marily to the inspiration of our Sis- 
terhood, which, in all the years of its 
existence, has endeavored to instill into 
the hearts and minds of our women a 
great love for and devotion to our in- 
stitution. 

We are happy to note that this year 
witnesses an even greater program of 
activities to be sponsored by our Sis- 
terhood. The Theatre Party, which it 
is now arranging, is but the beginning 
of a varied social program, by means 
of which it hopes to promote the so- 
ciability and the ties of friendship a- 
mong the large number of men and 
women who make up the Center family. 

Under the guidance of the outgoing 
president, Mrs. Phillip Brenner, who 
worked so diligently these past years, 
and under the leadership of the newly 
elected president, Mrs. Albert Witty, 
who is well known for her interest and 
activity, the women of our Sisterhood 
desire to make that organization not 
only the most active force within our 
Center, but also one of the outstanding 
Jewish women's bodies in all the land. 

We shall watch with the greatest 
interest the progress of our women in 
the work which they have undertaken 
to make the Jewish woman conscious 
of her spiritual heritage and of her 
duty to her faith and people in our day. 



"AND ALL CHILDREN 
SHALL BE TAUGHT OF 
THE LORD" 

THE record in figures of those who 
are being given a Jewish education 
at our Center makes interesting 
reading. The number of boys and 
girls who are studying in our Hebrew 
School, Academy and Sunday School 
now totals about 350. True, this is 
far too small a number of those who 
should be taught in our schools. Nev- 
ertheless, when we take into account 
the fact that a number of our children, 
(Continued on next page) 
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for some reason or another, atten«l 
other schools in the neighborhood, or 
are being taught privately, we have a 
right to rejoice that a large portion of 
our youth is being trained to appreci- 
ate the meaning and the responsibilities 
of the Jewish life. 

Turning from the children to the 
adults, we are happy to record that 
more than 150 men and women attend 
regularly the various courses offered 
now for the third season in our Center. 
These men and women will form the 
higher, the intellectual strata of our 
community. It is to them that we 
shall look for leadership and guidance. 

While much has been and is being 
done in our Center in the field of Jew- 
ish education, we must not rest until 
at least in our community the vision 
of the prophet will be realized — "And 
all thy children shall be taught of the 
Lord." —I. H. L. 

A Resume of the Olympic Sit- 
uation From the Athletes' 
Standpoint 

HOW do the athletes themselves 
regard participation in the Olym- 
pics to be held in Germany? Summed 
up briefly, this is their attitude : 

Those who by reason of retirement 
from sport, or because of business 
engagements, cannot compete, express 
themselves honestly, pro and con, on 
the subject. Jewish athletes in this cat- 
egory voice themselves unanimously 
against American participation. Those 
who are prospective candidates prefer 
not to state an opinion until the out- 
come of the convention which takes 
place early in the second week of De- 
cember is made known. This is be- 
cause a premature out-and-out refusal 
will invite difficulties for them, or 
because they actually want to go to 
Germany. 

Gentile athletes are awaiting the de- 
cision of the convention body before 
stating their positions. Their stand, it 
is expected, will be identical with that 
of the convention. 

Gentiles generally, and a few Jews,- 
are unwilling to enter into an unpleas- 
ant discussion, or are actually non- 
committal. 

Following is the stated opinions of 
several Jewish, several Catholic, and 
several Protestant athletes on the is- 
sue : 

Helene Mayer (German - Jewish 
Olympic fencing champion, exile in U. 
S.) — "I think that Rabbi Wise is in- 
truding in affairs which are none of his 



business when he asks me to decline an 
invitation to compete. 1 am willing to 
compete. 1 am German, first, last, and 
always." 

Sol Furth (Jewish, Member of 
'32 Olympic team, candidate for '36 
team) — "1 am impartial now, but I 
will side with the A. A. U. If that 
body decides to compete, I shall abide 
by its decision and try out, accord- 
ing 1 }'-'! 

Eddie Koblizek (German- American 
A. C. Jewish runner, refugee from 
Germany) — "Jews cannot live or abide 
in Germany. The Germans simply make 
life intolerable for them." 

Jack Shea (Catholic, 1932 Olympic 
ice-skating champion) — "I join in the 
plea for withdrawal " 

Stella Walsh (Catholic, sprint title- 



To the Editors of the 

Brooklyn Jewish Center Review: 

Every case has two sides. You have 
presented one side of the Agunah con- 
troversy. Something should be said in 
justification of the stand taken by the 
Union of Orthodox Rabbis. In the ar- 
ticle which appeared in the November 
issue of the Brooklyn Jezvish Center 
Rcvicz^ the writer says emotionally 
"The Rabbinical Assembly strived to 
make Jewish Law function in Jewish 
life", insinuating thereby that the at- 
titude of the Rabbis throughout the 
world is not in sympathy or is inimi- 
cal to such an aim. It is somewhat 
paradoxical, almost humorous! Rabbis 
of Orthodox tendencies are cold, dis- 
respectful to the authority of Jewish 
Law, but the Conservative Rabbis of 
Shechter lineage have taken the task 
of carrying the banner of traditional, 
Rabbinical Law. Bravo ! 

Bear in mind, dear reader, that the 
problem of the Agunah, the deserted 
wife, has occupied the attention of the 
greatest rabbis and leaders of all times. 
Thousands upon thousands of Respon- 
se have been written on the subject. 
Men of genius, of keen sagacjty, intel- 
lectual giants steeped in the study of 
Tahnudic Law, all have spent years in 
studying, and writing on the subject, 
hoping to find a legal solution to the 
ever vexing problem of the Agunah. 
The suffering of the Agunah, her tra- 



holder) — "Nobody ought to compete 
in an atmosphere such as exists in Nazi 
Germany." 

James Bausch (1932 Olympic dec- 
athlon champion J — "1 am certainly 
opposed to American participation in 
the Olympic games if they are played 
in Nazi Germany. Such participation 
is a violation of American standards 
of sportsmanship and 1 believe that 
every athlete in the country should feel 
the same way I do." 

Carmen Barth ('32 Olympic middle- 
weight boxing champion) — "I believe 
that the U. S. should not send a team 
to the 1936 Olympic games in Berlin. 
Discrimination against athletes because 
of their religion is still evident under 
the Nazi regime." 

—P. G. G. 



gic plight, stood before their eyes. 
Rabbis of saintly life who loved their 
brother and sister Jews, loved them 
tenderly as no Rabbi loves his fellow 
Jew today, Rabbis whose constant sac- 
rifices for the people are legion, — such 
men weighed the question and could 
find no legal solution. Did they not 
fear "of committing a grievous sin 
against the Agunah?" Of which fear 
the Rabbinical Assembly is so tim- 
orous that they hasten to find a suit- 
able "hetter." Where is our good 
sense? Have the Conservative Rabbis 
lost their highly boasted-of and openly 
flaunted decency to go against the doc- 
umented authority of the Noda Bihuda, 
Chasan Sofer, Rabbi Akiba Eigar and 
many other creators of our Responsa? 
Have they become confused and have 
they lost their respect for the Shulchan 
Aruch, all for the sake of popularizing 
their movement and impressing upon 
unknowing masses that the Assembly is 
the new champion of social justice, 
human rights, women's rights and sell- 
ing allowances, indulgences, hettarim 
to buy the support of American Jewry? 
In our own times Rabbi Chaim Solveit- 
chik, Rabbi Isaac Elchanan and the 
Chofetz Chaim, men who surely cared 
for their people, could find no hettar. 
What is now the new discovery? 

We must understand that the situa- 
tion has not altered one bit and we 
(Continued on page 22) 
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THE TRUTH ABOUT HITLER 



By THE RIGHT HON. WINSTON CHURCHILL 



1 he folloi^ing is part of the famous 
article on Hitler which Churchill wrote 
for the November issue of the Loudon. 
Strand Magazine, and which drew a 
protest from the German government. 
Mr. Churcliill begins his study of the 
Hitler regime by outlining the causes 
which led to the success of the Nad 
party. "Hitler's success," he writes, 
"and indeed, his survival as a political 
force, would not have been possible but 
for the lethargy and folly of the French 
and British governments since the war, 
and especially in the last three years. 
Xo sincere attempt was made to come 
to terms (modifying the Versailles 
Treaty) with the various moderate 
uovcrnments of Germany which ex- 
isted upon a parliamentary system.'' 
Mr. Churchill then describes the great 
secret preparations for rearmament 
that went on in Germany, even though 
known to the English and French in- 
telligence departments, and which 
reached a high point of efficiency dur- 
ing the Briiuing regime. Then the rise 
of Hitler and his influence over "near- 
ly seventy million souls, constituting 
the most ' industrious, capable, fierce, 
militaristic and resentful race in the 
world." 

HITLER arrived at supreme pow- 
er in Germany at the head of a 
national socialist movement 
which wiped out all the states and old 
kingdoms of Germany and fused them 
into one whole. At the same time, 
Nazidom suppressed and obliterated by 
force, wherever necessary, all other 
parties in the State. At this very mo- 
ment he found that the secret organi- 
zation of German industry and aviation, 
which the German general staff and 
latterly the Bruning Government had 
built up, was in fact absolutely ready 
to be put into operation. 

So far, no one had dared to take this 
step. Fear that the Allies would in- 
tervene and nip everything in the bud 
had restrained them. But Hitler had 
risen by violence and passion; he was 
surrounded by men as ruthless as he. 
It is probable that, when he overthrew 
the existing constitutional Government 
of Germany, he did not know how far 
they had prepared the ground for his 
action, certainly he has never done 
them the justice to recognize their con- 
tribution to his success. He even drove 
the patriotic Bruning, under threat of 
murder, from German soil. 



The fact remains that all he and 
Goering had to do was to give the sig- 
nal for the most gigantic process of 
secret rearmament that has ever taken 
place, lie had long proclaimed that, 
if he came into power, he would do 
two things that no one else could do 
for Germany but himself. First, he 
would restore Germany to the height of 
her power in Europe, and secondly, he 
would cure the cruel unemployment 
that afflicted the people. 

His methods are now apparent. Get 
many was to recover her place in Eu- 
rope by rearming, and the Germans 
were to be largely freed from the curse 
of unemployment by being set to work 
on making the armaments and other 
military preparations. Thus from the 
year 1933 onwards the whole available 
energies of Germany were directed to 
preparations for war, not only in the 
factories, in the barracks, and on the 
aviation grounds, but in the schools, 
the colleges, and almost in the nursery, 
by every resource of State power and 
modern propaganda; and the prepara- 
tion and education of the whole people 
for war-readiness was undertaken. 

It was not till 1935 that the full 
terror of this revelation broke upon 
the careless and imprudent world, and 
Hitler, casting aside concealment, 
sprang forward armed to the teeth, 
with his munition factories roaring 
night and day, his aeroplane squadrons 
forming in ceaseless succession, his 
submarine crews exercising in the Bal- 
tic, and his" armed hosts tramping the 
barrack squares from one end of the 
broad Reich to the other. That is 
where we are to-day, and the achieve- 
ment by which the tables have been 
completely turned upon the complacent, 
feckless, and purblind victors deserves 
to be reckoned a prodigy in the histon 
of the world, and a prodigy which is 
inseparable from the personal exertions 
ami life-thrust of a single man. 

It is certainly not strange that 
everyone should want to know "the 
truth about Hitler." What will he do 
with the tremendous powers already in 
his grasp and perfecting themselves 
week by week? Tf, as 1 have said, we 
look only at the past, which is all we 
have to judge by, we must indeed feel 
anxious. Hitherto, Hitler's triumphant 
career has been borne onwards, not 



only by a passionate love of Germany, 
but by currents of hatred so intense as 
to sear the souls of those who swim 
upon them. Hatred of the French is 
the first of these currents, and we have 
only to read Herr Hitler's book, Meiu 
Kampf, to see that the French are not 
the only foreign nation against whom 
the anger of rearmed Germany may 
be turned. 

BUT the internal stresses are even 
more striking. The Jews, supposed 
to have contributed by a disloyal and 
pacifist influence, to the collapse of 
Germany at the end of the World War, 
were also deemed to be the main prop 
of communism and the authors of de- 
featist doctrines in every form. There- 
fore, the Jews of Germany, a commu- 
nity numbered by many hundreds of 
thousands, were to be stripped of all 
power, driven from every position in 
public and social life, expelled from 
the professions, silenced in the Press, 
and declared a foul and odious race. 
The twentieth century has witnessed 
with surprise, not merely the promul- 
gation of these ferocious doctrines, but 
their being enforced with brutal vigour 
by the Government and by the popu- 
lace. No past services, no proved pa- 
triotism, even wounds sustained in war, 
could procure immunity for persons 
whose only crime was that their parents 
had brought them into the world. 
Every kind of persecution, grave or 
petty, upon the world-famous scien- 
tists, writers, and composers at the top 
to the wretched little Jewish children 
in the national schools, was practiced, 
was glorified, and is still being prac- 
ticed and glorified. 

A similar proscription fell upon so- 
cialists and communists of every hue. 
The Trade Unionists and liberal intel- 
ligentsia are equally smitten. The 
slightest criticism is an offence against 
the State. The courts of justice, though 
allowed to function in ordinary cases, 
are superseded for even form of po- 
litical offence by so-called people's 
courts composed of ardent Nazis. Side 
by side with the training grounds of 
the new armies and the great aero- 
dromes, the concentration camps pock- 
mark the German soil. In these thous- 
ands of Germans are coerced and 
(Continued on page 19) 
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EMIL LUDWIG GOES TO 



ON November 25 the Brooklyn 
Jewish Center entertained a 
man of international fame in 
the person of Emil Ludwig. Ludwig, 
has established a reputation as the 
greatest living biographer, and was re- 
sponsible for what is known in publish- 
ing circles as a ''new cycle." The new 
cycle he projected was a new method 
of writing biography, which consisted 
in weaving a pattern of realism around 
the subject instead of presenting a se- 
quence of facts. After the publication 
in this country of his "Napoleon" 
there was a deluge of biographical 
works, and for the next three or four 
years biography became an industry. 

Few writers are so well known 
throughout the world as Ludwig, so 
that his lecture at the Center could be 
considered by this institution as an un- 
usual event, despite the number of 
celebrities which appear at its forums 
and on other occasions. 

To the writer was assigned the duty 
of escorting Herr Ludwig from the 
St. Moritz Hotel, where he lives while 
in New York, to the Center on the 
evening of the lecture. He found a 
bulky, amiable man who was not averse 
to travelling in the subway, an inele- 
gant means of transportation suggested 
by his manager, who accompanied him. 
He would have walked the half dozen 
blocks from the hotel to the Columbus 
Circle station had not his manager in- 
sisted on partial dignity and a taxi for 
this distance. 

The ride took more than forty- rive 
minutes, but no one recognized the au- 
thor. It gave one a strange and amu- 
sing feeling to be sitting in a subway 
car with an international personality, 
to look at the passengers opposite and 
to imagine their goggle-eyed stares if 
they were told that they had the op- 
portunity of pushing against the au- 
thor of "Napoleon." 

Ludwig himself was completely un- 
affected by the surroundings or people. 
He seemed only affected by the manu- 
script of the speech that he had to de- 
liver that evening — "The Fate of Eu- 
rope, 1914-1940." Full half a dozen 
times he pulled out the pages from a 
soiled manilla envelope and read and 
re-read portions of it. He was disin- 
clined to talk, wishing to save his 
voice for the lecture, but once he turn- 
ed to the writer and inquired if the 
members of the Center ("synagogue", 



he called it) were favorable to the Rus- 
sian regime. 

"They are interested in it," the wri- 
ter replied. 

"What class of people are they?" he 
went on, referring again to the mem- 
bers. 

"The middle class, mostly," he was 
told. 

"Not very poor?" he wanted to 
know. 



Below arc some questions put to 
Emil Ludwig at the conclusion of his 
lecture, and the anszvers. 

Question: What government is best 
for the progress of mankind ? 

Answer : That would require a new 
lecture to answer. But I will say that 
the progress of mankind will be best 
served by a kind of democratic gov- 
ernment. I must ask you however not 
to question me about the American 
government or American politics. 

* * * 

Question: Can modern capitalism 
go on indefinitely? 

Answer : No. Modern capitalism 
will have to be remodelled, and this 
remodelling has begun. The man in 
Moscow has a bank account too. We 
are in the midst of an enormous change 
in capitalism. 

Question : Is there such a thing as 
civilization ? 

Answer: I am in a hall with 1400 
civilized people. 

* * * 

Question: Can America solve Euro- 
pean problems? 

Answer : No, but the absence of 
America from European affairs is 
harmful. Your complete neutrality po- 
licy is welcome to the imperialists. Ja- 
pan and Goering are happy to read 
that America keeps to herself. 

* * * 

Question: Are you hopeful of the 
future of Palestine? 

Answer : I spoke with Weizmann 
and Rupin at the Zionist Congress. 
They are two Jews who hold two dif- 
ferent opinions, but they are one in 
their faith in Palestine. 



"No; many comfortably off, some 
wealthy." 

"What opinions do they hold?" 
" Liberal, generally." 
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A LECTURE 

He turned silently to his manuscript 
and began examining it again. 
• A boy selling the Saturday Evening 
Post, and using the device of leaving 
a copy on the laps of the passengers 
and collecting — if possible — on the re- 
turn trip, passed through the car. He 
dropped a magazine on the seat near 
Ludwig, the biographer's lap being oc- 
cupied with the manuscript. Ludwig 
picked it up with wonder and some 
gratification. 

"They give it for nothing?" he asked. 

"No ; you have to pay for it," the 
writer informed him. 

"Ah !", Ludwig handled the maga- 
zine for a second or so and returned 
it carefully to the seat. 

When the boy returned the writer 
bought the magazine for him. Ludwig 
picked it up again and became tem- 
porarily interested in an article by 
Frank H. Simonds. 

DURING such times as he was not 
immersed in his manuscript he 
was studying the advertising cards. The 
people in the train seemed to interest 
him little. At the station where changes 
had to be made he strolled about on the 
platforms walking generally into the 
far corners and causing his manager to 
inquire anxiously, "Where is thai 
fellow? We might lose him yet." 

Arriving finally at the last station 
Ludwig was quite content to walk to 
the Center, and listened stolidly to the 
manager's mordantlv gleeful reminis- 
cence of the time in 1929 when Chur- 
chill came here to lecture and "ran into 
a taxi" while walking. The result was 
a lengthy stay in the hospital and can- 
celation of all the lecture dates after 
only two had been filled. 

"And weren't all the local managers 
happy!" Herr Ludwig's manager went 
on. "They wept with one eye and raised 
the other in praise of God!" 

The point of this story is that Chur- 
chill's lecture appearances in this coun- 
try were all contracted for before the 
crash, and at consequently fancy prices. 
With the panic on, and the contracts 
impregnable, the manager foresaw only 
disaster. 

The foyer of the Center was mobbed 
but it appeared few recognized the em- 
inent guest as his escort pushed a path 
through to the office. There he was 
received by the officers, with whom he 
diook hands very cordially, and was 
(Continued on page 20) 
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JEWS IN SPORT 




Nat Holman 

THE Jewish athlete in America is 
daily growing larger in stature, a 
sign not only of his coming of age, 
so to speak, where the physical realm 
is concerned — he has always been a 
man of spirit — but also a final signal 
that he has been able to overcome one 
of the definite barriers that exists be- 
tween him and the Gentile. 

Tin's thought is suggested by an an- 
cient theory — the survival of the fittest. 
For, though the underdog may be the 
object of our sympathy where two 
alikes are battling, where different 
faiths are involved this is not the case. 
And with the Jew, perhaps his inferi- 
ority in certain fields has been the 
cause of his being regarded as low in 
other fields. 

It is my marked conviction, then, 
that if the Jew becomes really great 
in the field of sport it will directly aid 
his being treated as a social and politi- 
cal equal ; for example surely none can 
gainsay the fact that the Jew as a 
boxer today is regarded with great re- 
spect by the Gentile world. When 
pugilistic fans consider the records of 
David Mendoza. Portuguese Jew who 
won the world's heavyweight title many 
years ago. Benny Leonard, Abe Attell, 
Joe Teplitz. Lew Tendler, Barney 
Ross. Maxie Rosenbloom, Jackie 



By PAUL G. GOLDBERG 



<K'u\) Berg, BoIj (Jim, Max Baer, Al 
Singer. Ray Miller, Charley White, 
and a host of others he liivariabh 
thiiik> better of the Jew, because his 
-euse of respect has been aroused. Now 
extend this reasoning to the overflow 
ing field of athletics where several 
dozen sports are involved. The has 
ketball fan will look up to this Jewish 
-tar. the wrestling one to that, and so 
forth. ( )n the whole a healthier re- 
spect is nurtured. 

The Olympic controversy had one 
bickering angle: someone asked: "Win 
all this rumpus about Jews on the 
team ? What have they ever amounted 
to.'" They have amounted to more 
than a principle, if one wishes to know. 
In fact in the last games Jews of all 
nations compiled the healthy total of 
over 100 points in competition. 

In this general survey of sports 
track, baseball and football, discussed 
in previous issues, will be omitted. 
Boxing m itself demands almost an en- 
tire article. But in passing it might 
be noted that three Jewish athletes will 
be prominently mentioned when the 
U. S. Olympic personnel is discussed. 

Sol (Happy) Furth, broad jumper 
and artist on the hop, skip and jump, 
Ben Sherman also a specialist in the 
medley leaps, and Lillian Copeland. 
discus titleholder, who with Furth was 
on the last Olympic contingent, are 
names commonly associated with those 
looked upon as eligible bv the com- 
mittee. 

In many of the sports the Jew has 
only of late marked his maturity, and 
this is because the pale has been torn 
down recently. For example, squash 
is a notable illustration of a blue-blood 
game, played almost exclusively at the 
rich^ clubs, which bar Jews. But one 
Jewish youngster has managed to come 
under the wire. Stanley Galowin, of 
Queens, whose recent successes as a 
squash star give him an excellent pros- 
pect for the future. 

There are sports to which Jews do 
not take easily because of climatic con- 
ditions. Hockey is such a sport. Gen- 
erally all of the hockey stars come 
from Canada, where the game is as 
frequently played as baseball is in our 
own country. But one Jew has man- 
aged to rise in Toronto, Alex Levinsky, 




Sol Furth 



last seen in New York with the Ran- 
gers. At present he is playing for the 
Chicago Black Hawks. 

In still other sports, money is an 
important consideration. Among horse 
show fanciers, Mrs. Bernard F. Gim- 
bel is among the topflight leaders. In 
horse racing circles the name of Her- 
bert Bayard Swope, former managing 
editor of the World, is well-known. 
The brother of Gerard Swope, presi- 
dent of General Electric, Herbert Bay- 
ard is chairman of the State Racing 
Commission. Among the jockeys, Wal- 
ter Miller was a great rider. Today 
Joe and Sam Rertick, brothers, are car- 
rying on. 

Jews may also prefer certain sports. 
Basketball, for example is a favorite. 
So is track and field and handball. Not 
favored is skating, but Irving Jaffe has 
made his mark in that field. Olympic 
champion in 1932, Jaffe has written his 
name in lasting letters on the pure 
white of ice with one of the fastest 
pair of legs the world has ever seen. 

For the purpose of giving popular 
appeal to a sport, often nondescript, 
Jews may be drafted. I refer to pro- 
fessional wrestling. When Jacque Cur- 
ley began his boom of the mat game 
several years ago the New York public 
seized upon it with all the avidity of 
sport lovers. To entice Jewish support 
he began to draft athletes of that faith. 
(Continued on next page) 
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As a result four bright stars have 
appeared — Sammy Stein, Herbie Free- 
man, Abie Coleman and Henry Finkel- 
stein. Stein at present is on the coast, 
suffering from the dreaded eye disease, 
trachoma, incurred from mat germs. 
He was a Newark boy in whom the 
New York Giants discovered a poten- 
tial football star and his transformation 
into a grappling artist was quick and 
thorough. 

But these four actually could not 
compare to one of the greatest legiti- 
mate wrestlers of all time — Joe Rogers 
whose heydey was in the pre-War per- 
iod. Rogers died two years ago in 
Buffalo. 

MENTION has been made of one 
of the favored sports — basketball. 
Jews seem to take naturally to this 
game because it is easily accessible. 
Give a group of boys a ball, rig up two 
makeshift baskets, or even one basket, 
and their aptitude for the game is im- 
mediately apparent. 

In past days Jews boasted of three 
of the greatest court stars of all time 
— Nat Holman, Barney Sedran and 
Davey Banks. Banks, a small, rotund 
individual, is still in the game. These 
three, associated with the old-time 
Celtics, were great in a day in which 
basketball was dominated by non-Jews. 
Holman is reputed to have been the 
highest-paid athlete in that sport for 
all time. His yearly salary ran into 
the thousands. Today, as coach of the 
City College team, he is recognized as 
one of the leading mentors of the cage 
sport. 

There are a few stars in the profes- 
sional world at present. Mac Posnack, 
Max Kinsbrunner and Allie Schuck- 
man, of the Jewels, are known as lead- 
ers. George Slott, a younger teammate, 
has great potentialities. Moe Goldman, 
with Philadelphia, is an excellent cen- 
ter and Pete Berenson, of Visitation, 
is likewise looked upon as a topnotcher. 

Handball, not generally given as 
much importance as other sports, but 
probably played by greater numbers, 
is dominated by Jewish athletes in the 
one-wall game. Jack Londin, national 
titleholder, ranks number one in the 
country. Harry Goldstein, Sy Alexan- 
der and Mike Schmookler have also 
held the national diadem. Sol Goldman 
has achieved a degree of prominence 
both as a one-wall and four-wall star. 
They all hail from the Trinity Club 
of Brooklyn, considered the hot-bed of 
the game. 



Golf and tennis are two sports in 
which Jews are beginning to manifest 
other than ordinary interest. Dave 
(Specs) Goldman, of Texas, focused 
the attention of the country upon him- 
self last year when he blasted his way 
to the final round in the national ama- 
teur links play. He bowed in the final 
to W. Lawson Little, the sensational 
Californian, losing an opportunity for 
championship fame. 

In New York State and the environs, 
Miss Sylvia Annenberg, the former 
Mrs. Leo Federman, is generally con- 
sidered the best in the field. The 
daughter of Max Annenberg, she has 
won the title time and again and has 
been a serious threat in national com- 
petition. 

Julius Seligson, pudgy Lehigh alum- 
nus, was the first Jew to break into 
the first ten of American tennis circles. 
He won the national intercollegiate 
crown twice and was ranked eighth. 
Henry Prusoff of Seattle is the best 
in the field today, though he devotes 
only a little time to it. Marco Hecht 
distinguished himself as twice national 
junior indoor titleholder. 

TWO women have also been out- 
standing. Clara Greenspan a few 
years ago was among the Eastern 
leaders, and Millicent Hirsch, of the 
present day crop will probably earn a 
ranking. 

A pair of youngsters up and coming 
are Bill Lurie and Dave Geller. Bill, 
whose family cannot speak a word of 
Yiddish, was runner-up for the nation- 
al public parks title this year, and will 
undoubtedly be listed among the coun- 
try rankings. 

One girl has taken the thunder away 
from the men in the swimming world. 
Janice Li f son, who competed in the 
last Jewish Olympiad, is one of the 
foremost divers in the country. Paul 
Friesel, national junior breast-stroke 
titleholder, and Lester Kaplan, another 
outstanding breast-stroker. are tops in 
their field. 

Among the fencers, Miss Helenc 
Mayer, with her attendant publicity, 
overshadows the field. The identity of 
Joseph Levis, the leading foilsman in 
the nation, is shrouded in mystery. It 
is believed that his father is Jewish and 
his mother of Italian stock. Other 
duelers prominent (they are attempting 
to win places on the Olympic team") 
are Herman W. Seldin and Irving E. 
Canter of the Fencers Club and Max 




Irving Jaffe 

Frank and Paul Kirschner, unattached. 

Among minor sports, Ruth Aarons 
is considered by many the best ping- 
pong player in the world. Nat Flei- 
scher and Davis are outstanding among 
the walking crop, while Bill Steiner, 
former national ten-mile champion, is 
one of the leading cross-country har- 
riers. He may be invited to compete in 
the Olympic trials. 

The disbanding of the old-time Ha- 
koah and Wanderer soccer teams 
marked the collapse of big-time boot- 
ing teams. Lester Fisher and Walter 
Freid are well-known among billiard 
players. 



ELIJAH IN BERLIN 

IN defying the Nazi decrees restrict- 
ing Protestant authority, and ordain- 
ing five theological students as min- 
isters, the Rev. Otto Dibelius, in his 
Berlin church, took the Hebrew Elijah, 
and his flight into the desert, as the 
text for his sermon. 

"I believe," he said, "there will al- 
ways be those Biblical seven thousand 
who do not bend their knees before 
false gods." 

At the ceremony Rev. Dibelius was 
assisted by the Rev. Alartin Niemoel- 
ler leader of the clerical organization 
which opposes the Nazi church admin- 
istration. Thus were the Jews official- 
ly called upon for spiritual aid in the 
light for German Christian liberty. 
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LUDWIG LEWISOHN - n A Modern Prophet 

of the Jewish Rebirth" 

By DR. ISRAEL H. LEVINTHAL 



THE ancient Rabbis already noticed 
the strange expression that God 
used when He asked Abraham 
to make the historic transformation of 
his whole life: Lech Lecho, "Go thee 
from thy land, and from thy birth- 
place, and from thy father's house, 
unto the land that 1 will show thee." 
Only twice in the entire Bible, they 
tell us, is this quaint expression to be 
found. Lech, "Go." should have been 
sufficient ; Lech Lecho seems but to 
add a superfluous word. 

It seems to me, however, that in 
this one word there is unfolded before 
us a deeper significance in the call 
that came to Abraham. If I may carry 
further the suggested hint of the 
Rabbis I would say that Abraham 
heard in God's words a two-fold com- 
mand if his transformation was to be 
complete. Merely to leave his former 
abode and surroundings and to start 
life in a new land was not enough. 
Lech Lecho. "Go to thine self," be- 
come at one with your inner self, un- 
dergo a rebirth in your own life, — then, 
and then only can you become the 
blessing unto all mankind ! 

The real significance of Zionism, as 
propounded by its founders and fore- 
runners, lay in this very fact. Zionism 
meant something more for the Jew 
than merely to find a physical haven 
in Palestine. Palestine and the ideal of 
Palestine was to serve as a means, not 
an end, — a means for national and 
spiritual rebirth of our people. It was 
to signify the fulfillment of the Div- 
ine Command : Lech Lecho "Go back 
to thine own self, to thine innermost 
soul !" 

Of all the proponent;? of this spi- 
ritual and cultural renaissance of the 
Jew, none has written more eloquently 
or more persuasively than our own 
Ludwig Lewisohn. He is indeed the 
Prophet of the Jewish Rebirth in the 



* "Rebirth : A Book of Modern Jewish 
Thought", by Ludwig Lewisohn. Har- 
pers and Bros-, $3.50. 



**"The Adventures of K'Ton Ton," by 
Sadie Weilersteiu, published by The 
Women's League of the United Syna- 
gogue, Broadway and 122nd St., N.Y. 



western world. He not only preaches 
this doctrine, but lives it. and the Re- 
birth which he himself has experienced 
as a Jew is perhaps even a more per- 
suasive argument in its behalf than any 
eloquent words that may be penned 
by the hand of man. Through the 
spoken as well as the written word, 
with the fiery zeal of a new-born pro- 
phet, Lewisohn, in season and out of 
season, pleads, urges, commands the 
children of Abraham: Lech Lecho. 
"Go to thine own self! Experience 
the joy of a spiritual, a Tewish Re- 
birth !" 

No man was more fitted, therefore, 
to present to us an anthology of this 
message of Rebirth than this modern 
interpreter of the idea. In the new 
volume which he edited, and which 
ha> just been published*, Lewisohn 
traces this clarion call from the lips 
and writings of all the great prophets 
that have appeared in modern Jewish 
life. From Moses Hess, Leon Pinsker 
and Theodor Herzl, down to our own 
leaders like Einstein, Wise and Brand- 
eis, from the writings of twenty-five 
leaders and workers in the cause of 
Jewish Rebirth the author gives us 
their choicest gems, words that have an 
eternal message to an eternal people. 
But these selected thoughts are not 
put together in a haphazard fashion 



^IX'TON TON" (Hebrew for a 
|\ very tiny one), as the author 
chooses to call him. is a Jewish Hop 
O'My Thumb. Small as he is he char 
acterizes the kind of child any Jewish 
mother might wish hers to be. Judaism 
lives for him and in him and breathes 
nobility into his every action. Never- 
theless he is a sprightly youngster 
getting into scrapes, as all children 
will, but with a Jewish conscience 
which struggles within to right &11 
wrong-doings. The author in creating 
him has shown her sensitive knowledge 
of child psychology and with the 
delicate touch of an artist in words 
has created a Jewish child that should 



nor in an artificial manner. As Lewi- 
sohn himself tells us, "This book has 
coherence and unity, because the fate 
and mind of Israel have coherence and 
unity. There is but one sound interpre- 
tation of the history of Jewry since 
the so-called emancipation and there is 
but one way for Israel to pursue from 
now on, and both the interpretation and 
the way are contained in this book." 

It is difficult to resist the tempt- 
ation to quote at length from the 
beautiful thoughts expressed by these 
great sons of our people. One short 
paragraph from the article by Professor 
Einstein on "Assimilation and Nation- 
alism," included in this volume, seems 
to sum up the entire trend of all the 
views expressed : "Before we can ef- 
fectively combat anti-Semitism, we 
must first of all educate ourselves out 
of it and out of the slave-mentality 
which it betokens. We must have more 
dignity, more independence in our 
own ranks. Only when we have the 
courage to regard ourselves as a nation, 
only when we respect ourselves, can we 
win the respect of others ; or rather, 
the respect of others will then come 
of itself." 

If any criticism at all is to he made 
of this book it is the criticism 
that can be made of any anthology, 
(Continued on page 21) 



take its place along with "Alice in 
Wonderland," "Christopher Robin" 
and "Winnie the Pooh." 

Children will love him for his nat- 
ural childish behavior, which reflects 
their own impulses ; will laugh with 
him and weep with him and enjoy his 
pranks. At the same time they will un- 
consciously imbibe the underlying pur- 
pose of the writer to subtly instill a 
love for our beautiful ceremonials and 
to suggest ways of making holiday 
celebrations more meaningful to the 
child. 

Rarely has a more beautiful Jew- 
ish hook for children been produced 
{Continued on page 21) 



A JEWISH HOP O'MY THUMB 

By MRS. ISRAEL DAVIDSON 
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Entertainment at Hotzmach's Casino 



By B. KOVNER 



I RECEIVED the following letter: 
"Dear Friend— We would like 
vou to come to our town to enter- 
tain' us. We feel down hearted and are 
worried because business is bad, and 
a little excitement will do us good. 

Please let us know what you charge 
tor an evening, but for God's sake 
don't charge us too much. Remember 
that this will be your first appearance 
here. We want to see you in person 
and hear you read your humorous ar- 
ticles." 

I immediately sent this answer : 
"Gentlemen — I want $50, cash, for 

the evening and all expenses for the 

trip. 

1 usually charge a great deal more, 
but as you never saw or heard me, and 
as business is bad with you, I am will- 
ing to accept a smaller fee. You have 
my sympathy. 

Yours very truly, 

B. KOVNER." 

A week later I received a reply to 
my letter which read thus : 

"We accept your conditions. The 
concert will take place on Wednesday 
evening, April 1st at Hotzmach's Cas- 
ino. 113 Pauper Place. Please let us 
know when you are coming and we 
will meet you at the station with a car. 

The Committee." 

When 1 learned that the concert 
would take place on the first of April 
an idea struck me. I would have a lit- 
tle fun with those people. I would 
make them believe that 1 was deaf, 
deaf as a wall. 

Two days before the first of the 
month I wrote the committee the fol- 
lowing note: 

"This is to let you know that I am 
leaving town at 1 P.M., April 1st and 
will arrive at 5 :20 P.M. Please make 
reservations for me in your best hotel 
and meet me at the station. 

By the way, I want you to know- 
that I am deaf. One has to speak very 
loud to make me hear. 

Respectfully yours, 

B. Kovner." 

I arrived at the scheduled time. A 
committee of four (three men and one 
woman) were waiting at the station. 
They recognized me and greeted me 
warmly. We shook hands and they be- 
gan to shout : 



"Hello, hello, Mr. Kovner! How 
was the trip?" 

"I can't hear you !" I said. 

One of the men came nearer to me 
and bellowed into my right ear : 

"How was the trip ?" 

"So-so," I replied. 

"We will have some job with this 
fellow," remarked the woman, "he'll 
make us all hoarse. Who would have 
thought he was so deaf ! Reading his 
articles, no one would imagine he 
couldn't hear." 

"What has writing to do with deaf- 
ness?" broke in the man who had bel- 
lowed into my ear. "Take Beethoven, 
the greatest music master in the world. 
He, too, was deaf, and still he wrote 
the finest music!" 

We all got into the waiting "car" 
and the committee began to talk a- 
mongst themselves. One said : 

"We'll get him a 75c room in the 
hotel." 

"Perhaps I should take him to my 
house? If we can save 75 cents, why 
not ?" said another. 

"You have live-stock in your house," 
rejoined the first one. "All we need 
is to have him give us a 'write-up' 
about your biters." 

"The hotel has them too," said the 
woman, "the speaker we had last year 
scratched himself all night through. 
I'll take him to my house. I'll put a 
clean sheet on Herchele's bed. air out 
the pillow and he'll sleep all right." 

The others agreed. I was brought 
to a small house, shown to a dark room 
with peelcd-off walls and a broken 
ceiling. 

"I want to have a room in a hotel 
as agreed upon in our letters," I said 
to the committee. 

"This is cleaner than you can find 
in a hotel. A hotel is not good for 
you." yelled the hostess into my ear. 

"Ha! What do you say?" I asked, 
pretending not to hear. 

"The hotel is no good, it's not 
clean !" 

"What, a twin?" 

"Not twin ! I said clean !" 

"Oh, clean! Yes. I like it to be 
clean — but this room is not as clean 
as it should be." 

"It is much cleaner than a hotel 
room. They have bugs there." 

"What, dogs?" 



"Not dogs, bugs — bed bugs that bite 
and don't let one sleep." 

"Who doesn't let one sleep?" 
"The bugs." 

"I can't hear you. Madam, please 
■>peak a little louder." 

The woman turned to her husband : 

"Bennie, I am afraid we will be left 
without hearts and lungs this evening. 
I have no more strength to scream." 

"I, too," replied the husband, woe- 
fully. 

"If we had only known how deal 
he was !" 

"What would you have done?" 
"We would not have taken him." 
"He wrote us that he was deaf." 
"Yes, but to be so completely deaf !" 

To make the story short, we strug- 
gled along in this manner until evening 
and then, with the committee pretty 
well exhausted, we went to the hall. 
There was a good audience and the 
reading went off very well. After it 
was over I was taken to a banquet in 
my honor. There were about 100 peo- 
ple present, all my readers and admir- 
ers. 

The speeches that were made were 
veiled out aloud for me to hear them. 
Each speaker became hoarse from 
screaming and on each one's face the 
sweat was running down in streams. 

At last I was called upon to speak. 
All the guests rose and began clapping 
their hands. When the noise subsided 
I commenced to speak in a low and 
even tone: 

"Friends who came to hear me talk, 
I greet you. Now that the affair is 
coming to an end and we are about to 
part, I'll let you into a secret that I 
think will please vou very much. I 
am not deaf, I was never deaf and I 
hope I'll never be deaf. I pretended 
that I didn't hear because I wanted to 
play a joke on you. Today is the first 
of April. On this day it is customary 
to fool your friends, and so I fooled 
you, too. But my chief reason for 
practicing this little joke was that 1 
wanted you to remember that B. Kov- 
ner was with you today. I hope you 
will remember it well. Good night." 

All burst into laughter ! 
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ROBBING THEOLOGY of ITS TERRORS 



By MORTIMER J. COHEN 



Dr. Lcz'i ut hal's book, "Judaism: An 
. Inalysis and an Interpretation" is re- 
ceiving extraordinarily enthusiastic re- 
I'iezx'S in increasing volume. The one 
below is reprinted from the Philadel- 
phia Jewish Exponent, of iVovenibcr 
15th. ' 

IT is >aid of the late Dr. Solomon 
Schechter. the greatest scholar of 
his generation, that he hoped the 
world beyond the grave was well 
stocked with hooks, preferably detec- 
tive stories, but that it had none- on 
theology. To the general mind theol- 
ogy, once epieen of the sciences, has 
fallen from her high estate, and now 
roams the earth a dry and forbidding 
outcast. Religion is real ; it has flesh 
and blood and sinew ; it deals with life. 
Hut thology merely chews over the 
straw of religious experience and con- 
verts vital religion into pale and ane- 
mic intellectualisms. 

Of course, this is not so. Theology 
is as important a part of real religion 
as scientific theory is of engineering. 
As a matter of fact, theology is the 
bone-structure that holds up a man's 
religion. Religion would be a flabby, 
characterless, inchoate mass of mushy 
sentimentality without the strong un- 
dergirding of theological ideas. Theol- 
ogy is the critical systematization, uni- 
fication and presentation of religious 
ideas. As such it is indispensable to an 
intelligent religion. 

Undoubtedly, the reason why theol- 
ogy has brought an unsavory reputation 
upon itself is because its friends lacked 
the power to make it presentable, to 
make it understandable to the layman. 
Given a worthy interpreter, theology is 
robbed of its terrors and is seen to be 
a genuine friend to the religionist. Dr. 
Schechter who seemed so hostile to 
theology was. as a matter of fact, an 
interpreter so fascinating that his 
"Some Aspects of Rabbinic Theology" 
will long remain a classic of the ex- 
pository art. 

Another classic has recently been 
added in Dr. Israel Herbert Levin- 
thal's "Judaism : An Analysis and An 
Interpretation." Dr. Levinthal. the son 
of Rabbi R. L. Levinthal of this city, 
is rabbi of the Brooklyn Jewish Cen- 
ter. A few years ago he published a 
volume of sermons woven about the 
themes common to the High Holy- 
days and the Festivals. This volume, 
"Steering or Drifting — Which?" made 



so profound an impression on Jew- 
ish and non-Jewish readers, that Dr. 
Levinthal was encouraged to publish 
a series of lectures that he preached 
from his pulpit on some great theo- 
logical ideas of Judaism. As one reads 
this volume, one admires in Dr. Lev- 
inthal his vast erudition, his bril- 
liant homiletical insights, his strong, 
vigorous style. These qualities are 
welded into a powerful intrument, 
creating a book rich in Jewish wis- 
dom and inspiring in Jewish idealism. 

Dr. Levinthal opens his discussion 
by defining Judaism itself. He holds 
that it is not synonymous with "Jew- 
ish religion," but is something more. 
It is the sum total of the product of 
the Jewish consciousness, of the Jew- 
ish mind and the Jewish soul. "Juda- 
ism is something more than a mere 
system of beliefs; it is the essence of 
a living Jewish tradition. Judaism is 
the civilization of the Jew. the product 
of Jewish experience. It is the culture, 
the literature, the philosophy, the ethics, 
the beliefs, the morality, the mores, the 
folkways, the Weltanschauung of the 
Jewish people. The only Hebrew work 
whose meaning is identical with the 
true meaning of Judaism in the broad- 
est sense of that terni, is Torah." In 
this definition, Dr. Levinthal reveals 
himself as a disciple of Professor Mor- 
decai M. Kaplan who, in his profound 
book "Judaism As a Civilization," has 
expressed the same point of view, in- 
deed, for the first time articulated it 
in American Jewish thought. 

NECESSARILY, all that follows 
is colored by this humanistic ap- 
proach to the ideology of Judaism. If 
one accepts the point of view of Prof. 
Kaplan and Dr. Levinthal then the em- 
phases upon the this-worldliness of 
Judaism inevitably follows. It should 
be noted for the sake of fairness that 
many reject what has come to be re- 
garded as a "kind of Jewish human- 
ism, believing that such an interpre- 
tation, while it is in accord with the 
trend of the times, nevertheless does 
a large measure of injustice in ne- 
glecting the transcendental aspect of 
Judaism. For example, Dr. LevinthaPs 
acceptance of the concept of Olam 
1 fabo as meaning primarily the future 
state of the Jewish nation or of Hu- 
manity on earth, rather than a kind of 



life beyond this world is a corrolary 
of the definition of Judaism as a civi- 
lization. 

DR. LEVL\THAL"S treatment of 
the God idea in Judaism is clear, 
and, in terms of his point of view, log- 
ically developed. The ideas Jews have 
had of God have changed with their 
changing experiences. "There is no 
fixed concept of God in Judaism; 
conceptions of Him have grown and 
developed and changed from the dawn 
of Jewish life to our own day!" Of 
God Himself, Dr. Levinthal points out 
that, while no man can know God in 
essence, some of the distinctive fea- 
tures of the God idea as proclaimed 
by Judaism may be known. He lists 
such things as God's unity, His unique- 
ness, He is the Supreme Ideal of mor- 
al conduct, the Holy One, et cetera. 
One questions, however, whether with 
the recent development in philosophy 
of Philosophic Realism, and in religi- 
ous thought of Religious Realism by 
such men as Douglas C. Macintosh. 
Henry Wieman, Eugene W. Lyman 
and a host of others, a more objective 
conception of God is not necessary and 
possible. Moreover, despite the fact 
that Jews have felt God more than 
reasoned about Him, Jewish thinkers 
have been eager to develop a more 
metaphysical understanding and con- 
ception of God than that provided b\ 
intuition. Maimonides, Judah Halevi 
down to Herman Cohn have sought a 
conception of God that is objective, 
that is out-there-independent-of-man 
as well as imminent within him. A 
religious humanism, such as is implicit 
in Judaism as a civilization, relegates 
such matters to the individual's "re- 
ligion." But, distinction between Jew- 
ish religion and Judaism as a civiliza- 
tion is so radically new and so far- 
reaching in its implications that one 
hesitates to give one's assent to it 
fully as yet. 

In his treatment of ritual and cere- 
mony, heaven and hell, and the mes- 
siah idea, Dr. Levinthal consistently 
pursues his interpretation of Judaism 
into these varied fields. The results 
are interesting and enlightening. Many 
of them will appeal to our humanistic 
ways of thinking today. Many will a- 

(Continiicd on page 17) 
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THE LAND OF PROMISE "-EXCERPTS FP 
ACCOMPANYING THE PALESTINE FILA 



THIS is the land which God prom- 
ised to Abraham, the father of the 
Jewish people. Once, while the 
lews lived in it, it was the centre of a 
great civilization. When the Jews were 
driven out, the land gradually declined. 
Primitive life returned. 



Yesterday only a handful of Jews 
could be found in Palestine. They 
lived in poverty but clung to the coun- 
try for the sake of its memories. Most 
of them came in their old age from 
distant countries to die in Palestine 
and be buried in its sacred soil. 



Throughout the ages Jews have made 
their pilgrimage to the Wailing Wall, 
to add their prayers to those of their 
ancestors that redemption might come 
speedily and the scattered children of 
Israel be gathered again into the shel- 
ter of their own homeland. Today 
their dream is being fulfilled. 



Pioneers ! 

These are pioneers and refugees : 
they come from countries where cruel 
oppression has made life impossible : 
from countries which deliberately 
thrust their Jews out : and from coun- 
tries where they are free to be every- 
thing but Jews. Young and old, they 
are going now into a country which 
accepts them as its own ; not as strange 
immigrants to be tolerated, but as re- 
turning wanderers. 



The new Haifa is not a dream. 




The Jewish city of Tel Aviv is not 
a dream. The colonies of the Emek 
and Judaea, of Sharon and Galilee, are 
not dreams. Who built these places? 

The Jewish youth built them. From 
a thousand cities in every part of the 
exile they came at the call of the New 
Jewish homeland. Yesterday, rich or 
poor, they were prisoners. Some were 
prisoners of the ghetto ; some were 
prisoners of their own false hopes that 
they could escape their Jewish destiny. 

Yesterday they were without occu- 
pation and without future. Today they 
are building roads in the homeland 
from one Jewish village to another, 
and roads that lead into the future. 

They are quarrying the stones for 
thousands of new Jewish homes. 

They are bringing electric light and 
power into Palestine. 

They are drilling wells and bringing 
the hidden water out of the depths of 
the earth. 

With the most modern machinery 
they are bringing back to Palestine's 
soil its long neglected f ruitf ulness. 



Tel Aviv, like man}' American cities, 
has a level crossing problem, and for 
the same reason ; it grew faster than 
anyone foresaw. 

Tel Aviv, only twenty-five years old, 
already has historic periods. There are 
pioneer shops of ten and fifteen years 
ago where housewives, newly arrived 
in Palestine, took their first Hebrew 
lessons as they made their purchases 
at the counter. 

These impromptu Hebrew lessons for 



Right : The uezv Palestine 
workers, healthy and happy 
builders of the Jewish 
homeland. 

Left : Children working in a 
garden. 



newcomers still continue, but the shops 
have changed. They are keeping pace 
with the growth of Palestine. Hats 
and stockings, clothes, shoes, novelties, 
books, drugstore supplies, candies, 
soaps, are to a large extent the produce 
of Palestine. 

* * * 

The Dead Sea is alive with industry, 
today. This salt lake, fourteen hundred 




feet below sea level, is yielding up its 
rich chemical deposits in one of the 
most important industries of Palestine. 

* * * 

Silk! In ancient times the east was 
famous for silk; and in Palestine's silk 
works the east, helped by the latest 
technology of the west, re-establishes 
one of its traditional industries. 

* * * 

The cotton which is being grown 
next door in Egypt is now being woven 
in Palestine. 
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THE NARRATIVE 
by Maurice Samuel 



The Anglo-Palestine bank, the lar- 
gest Jewish hank in the country, does 
not exist for private profit. It is the 
outgrowth of Theodore Herzl's idea 
of a Jewish national bank. With its 
branches in every city of Palestine, it 
takes a leading part in the encourage- 
ment of commerce and industry. 
* * * 

Bevakashah, Tel Aviv arbah, she- 




moneh, shalosh, acliad — that is the way 
you ask the telephone operator for 
r 'Tel Aviv 4831." 



The Hebrew language everywhere — 
the shop, the office, the telephone, the 
telegraph, and the daily newspaper. 
There are papers representing every 
shade of public opinion, and the oldest 
of them is Davar, the labor newspaper. 

There is one newspaper, too, in the 
language of the Mandatory govern- 



J'op : Palestine settlers on 
their way to work in a 
colony. 

Right: Girl in Haifa har- 
vest parade. 

Left ; The smiling head of a 
boy drilling. 




ment — the Palestine Post. 

* * * 

The Levant Fair is the symbol, to- 
day, of Palestine's extraordinary pro- 
gress. And the interest it has awaken- 
ed is made evident in the flags of the 
nations which have their pavilions in 
this first, modern international fair of 
the Orient. 

For Palestine the most important pa- 
vilion is of course the Totzeret Ha- 
aretz, the Home Industries pavilion — 
Palestine in miniature. The visitor is 
amazed to see that a country which 
fifteen years ago had to import almost 
every Wnd of industrial product, has 
learned to meet its own needs in build- 
ing material, furniture, clothes, shoes, 
textiles, chemicals and dozens of minor 
branches of industry. 



Tel Aviv begins its business week 
on Sunday morning and closes it on 
Friday afternoon. Then the Jews buy 
flowers to adorn their homes on the 
Sabbath. The signal for the early 
closing is given by a trumpeter in one 
of the squares of Tel Aviv. 

The shutters come down. 
Offices and factories are emptied. 
The peace of the Sabbath descends 
on Tel Aviv. On days of rest in Tel 



Aviv the population streams toward 
the seashore. 

The Tel Aviv beach is the greatest 
place of recreation in Palestine. It 
ranks now with the Lido of Venice, 
America's Atlantic City and England's 
Brighton Beach as a centre of attrac- 
tion not only for Palestinians but for 
visitors from abroad. 



Within its ancient and mighty walls 
the old Jerusalem remains unchanged. 

But a new generation breaks through 
the lethargy of the centuries and prom- 
ises a new epoch of life for the city 
which the modern world had passed by. 

There is a new Jerusalem springing 
up outside the old. It has its founda- 
tions in the Jewish will which is trans- 
forming the whole country. 

Not least among the forces which 
are bringing about this transformation 
is the Nathan Strauss Health Centre, 
one of America's contributions to the 
Jewish homeland, administered by Ha- 
classah, the Women's Zionist Organi- 
zation of America. 

* * * 

The nerve centre of the new Jewish 
Palestine is the Jewish Agency, the 
Jewish National Fund and the Pales- 
tine Foundation Fund or Keren Haye- 
(Continued on page 20) 
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ACTIVITIES IN THE 
BROOKLYN JEWISH CENTER 



RABBI LEVINTHAL TO PREACH ON 
25 YEARS OF BROOKLYN JEWISH 
MINISTRY 

Next Friday evening, December 6th, 
at our late services, which begin at 
8:30 o'clock, Rabbi Levinthal will 
speak on the subject "25 years of 
Brooklyn Jewish Ministry". 

Rabbi Levinthal came to Brooklyn 
just 25 years ago, on his graduation 
from the Seminary. He will discuss in 
his lecture, the growth and the changes 
of Jewish Life in our borough during 
the last quarter of a century. 

Rev. Kantor will lead in the Con- 
gregational Singing. 

You and your friends are cordially 
welcome. 

"DICTATORSHIP OR DEMOCRACY— 
A WORLD SURVEY" TO BE DIS- 
CUSSED WEDNESDAY EVENING 

The ninth in a series of lectures on 
the Problems of Sociology will be de- 
livered by Mr. Nathan Kleinhandler, 
on Wednesday evening. December 11, 
at 8:15 o'clock. 

The subject of his address will be 
"Dictatorship or Democracy — A World 
Survey". In this lecture. Mr. Klein- 
handler will discuss its fundamental 
causes, philosophies, aims and values. 
On the Wednesday following, he will 
speak on "Marching Tides of Race 
Hatred." 

Admission is free to members as 
well as non-members. 



the weekly bulletin. We look forward 
to the pleasure of having with us on 
that evening all our sons and daughters 
who are now and who were in Colleges 
and Universities. 



MRS. ALBERT WITTY ELECTED PRESI- 
DENT OF THE SISTERHOOD 



LOUIS E. LEVINTHAL TO BE GUEST 
SPEAKER AT THE ANNUAL COLLEGE 
AND UNIVERSITY SERVICE 

Parents whose sons and daughters 
are students in the colleges and uni- 
versities are asked to please write to 
their children and invite them to at- 
tend the special services which are held 
annually in our Center and which this 
year will be held on Friday evening. 
December 27th. 

Our Rabbi is happy to announce as 
the guest speaker, Louis E. Levinthal, 
Esq.. of Philadelphia, lecturer of the 
Law School of the University of Penn- 
sylvania and prominent member of the 
Philadelphia Bar, as well as one of the 
outstanding lawyers in Jewish commu- 
nal life of this city. Further announce- 
ment of this service will be made in 



GILBERT SELDES TO SPEAK ON "THE 
DYING STAGE AND THE DEATHLESS 
THEATRE" 

Gilbert Seldes, publicist, playwright 
and columnist of the Xctc York Eve- 
ning Journal will be the speaker at the 
Forum on Monday evening, December 
9th at 8:15 o'clock. His subject will 
be: "The Dying Stage and the Death- 
less Theatre". The lecture is based on 
the current plays in New York and in- 
vestigates the common complaint that 
the stage is dying with the following 
questions: "Is the Stage dying?" If it 
is "Why is it Dying?" and "If the 
Stage dies, does the Theatre die, too?" 

Mr. Seldes is one of America's ablest 
living interpreters of the cross-current 
in contemporary American life. He 
is the author of : "The Years of the 
Locust", "The Seven Lively Arts", 
the modern version of "Lysistrata". 
etc. He was editor of The Dial, con- 
tributing editor to The Nczc Republic 
and Associate Editor of Colliers. 

Admission to the lecture will be free 
to Center members. Non-members 
will be charged an admission fee of 

25 cents. 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES AND GOVERN- 
ING BOARD MEETING NEXT 
THURSDAY EVENING 

The regular monthly meeting of the 
Board of Trustees and Governing 
Board of the Center will be held next 
Thursday evening, December 12th, at 
8 :30 o'clock. Important matters will 
be discussed. 

All directors and trustees are re- 
quested to attend. 



THE JUNIOR LEAGUE 

The Junior League holds its meet- 
ings every first and third Sunday of 
the month. This club is open to mem- 
bers of the Center of both sexes. The 
young men are between the ages of 18 
and 21, and the girls between the ages 
of 17 to 20. A part of the meeting 
is always given over to a social pro- 
gram. All those who are eligible for 
membership are invited to attend. 




Mrs. Albert 
Witty nezdy 
elected Presi- 
dent of the 
Sisterhood 



At the last meeting of the Sisterhood 
of the Center held on Wednesday eve- 
ning, November 13th, Airs. Albert 
Witty was elected President of the or- 
ganization. She will succeed Mrs. 
Phillip Brenner who rendered splendid 
service as the head of the Sisterhood 
for over six years. 

The other officers elected at the 
meeting are as follows : 

Mrs. Isador Lowenfeld 1st V. Prex 
Mrs. Isaac Levingson 2nd V. Pres. 
Mrs David Halpern 3rd V. Pres. 
Mrs. Hyman Rachmil Treasurer 
Mrs. Louis Brenner .Asst. Treasurer 
Airs. I. Wiener. Secretarv 




Mrs. Phillip Brenner retiring Presi- 
dent of the Sisterhood 
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COURSE IN CREATIVE MUSIC FOR 
CHILDREN 

W e take pleasure in announcing a 
free course in Creative Music for chil- 
dren. 

In this course the pupils learn the 
fundamentals of Rhythm, Melody and 
Harmony in a most fascinating way. 
They learn how to create original mel- 
odies and how to harmonize them, and 
to understand music as a language as 
well as an art. 

This course will be conducted by 
Mr. Harold \Y. Friedman who is a 
pioneer in the field of musical educa- 
tion. His original methods are the re- 
sult of many years of extensive re- 
search and experiment, and are based 
on the sound principles of modern psy- 
chology and scientific education. He 
is a contributing editor on Musical Re- 
view, and a lecturer on Music and Ed- 
ucation. 

Children over eleven years of age 
are eligible for this course. Two groups 
will be organized — one for children 
who have already had music instruction 
— and one for children without any 
previous instruction. 

All children who are interested 
should leave their names at the office. 
The date of the first classes will be 
announced shortly. 



NEXT MEMBERSHIP SOCIAL MEET- 
ING—TUESDAY EVENING, DEC. 24 

A most interesting program is being 
arranged by the Social and Entertain- 
ment Committee for the next Monthly 
Social Membership Meeting of the 
Center, on Tuesdav evening, Decem- 
ber 24th, at 8:30 o'clock. 

Following a preliminary business 
meeting, a program of entertainment 
in keeping with the spirit of Chanukah 
will be given. The famous Habimah 
actor, Mr. Ben Ari, will appear in a 
number of interesting sketches together 
with his entire troupe. Our Cantor, 
Rev. Samuel Kantor, will light the 
Chanukah candles and sing appropriate 
Chanukah songs, with the assistance of 
the Center singing group. 

Admission to this meeting is limited 
to Center members only. Please pre- 
sent your 1935 membership card at 
the door. 



CENTER PLAYERS PLANNING FIRST 
PLAY OF THE SEASON 

The Center Players, under the lead- 
ership of Mr. Phil Gross, is now plan- 
ning its first play of the season, — the 
date to be announced shortly. 



In addition to the regular acting 
group, there will be given, under its 
auspices, lectures covering all phases 
of the drama. The Group expects to 
hold its regular meetings on Thursday 
evenings during the season. 

Admission to these courses, is $1.00 
to members of the Center and $2.00 
to non-members. 

The following are the officers of the 
Center Players: Milton D. Balsam, 
President and Business Manager ; Bess 
Silherg, Vice President; Esther Gold- 
stein. " Secretary ; Joseph Greenberg. 
Treasurer; Mrs. Paul Harnett, Pub- 
licity Manager. 



NEW YEAR'S EVE REVEL AT 
THE CENTER 

The annual New Year's Eve Revel 
of the Center will be held in our au- 
ditorium on Tuesday evening, Decem- 
ber 31st. 

The program for the evening will 
include dancing to the strains of an 
excellent orchestra, splendid entertain- 
ment and a De Luxe Dinner — all for 
the price of $5.00 per person. 

Reservations can now be made at 
the Center office. Members are re- 
quested to please plan their New 
Year's Eve Parties with the least pos- 
sible delay so that the proper arrange- 
ments can be made for them. 



CHANUKAH ENTERTAINMENT ON 
SUNDAY MORNING, DECEMBER 29th 

The pupils of the Hebrew and Sun- 
day Schools will hold a joint Chanukah 
entertainment on Sunday morning, De- 
cember 29th at 10 :30 o'clock. An ex- 
cellent program is being arranged in 
which the children of both schools 
will take part. Members are asked to 
reserve that date. 



BASKETBALL GAMES DECEMBER 
8th AND 19th 

Two basketball games will be held at 
the Center in the near future. The 
first game will take place next Sun- 
day evening, December 8th between 
the Brooklyn Jewish Center team and 
the Tnipin Club. On Thursday eve- 
ning, December 19th, the Center team 
will play the Prudential A. A. of New- 
ark, Xew Jersey. Preliminary games 
will be held at eight o'clock. 

Admission to each game will be fifty 
cents per person. Dancing will follow. 



NEW HEBREW SCHOOL PUPILS TO 
TAKE PART IN INITIATION SERVICE 
THIS SATURDAY MORNING 

This Saturday morning (Parshe 
Vayetze) there will be a special service 
in our main Synagogue in honor of the 
new pupils who have this year regis 
tered in our Hebrew School. 

The children of the Childreus Con 
gregation will conduct the entire service 
themselves. 

In addition to this, the new pupils 
who have registered this year in our 
Hebrew School will be formally wel- 
comed in a beautiful initiation service. 

All the friends of Hebrew education 
are invited to attend. 

The following boys will take part in 
the services : Schachrith service, Irwin 
Rubin and Nathaniel Kramer; Musaf 
service, Jules Wiener ; Reading of 
Torah, Irving Rubin, j. Kurshan, J. 
Wiener, M. Edelstein, X. Kramer and 
I. Lowenfeld. 

The address welcoming the children 
will be delivered by Irwin Rubin. 

INTERMEDIATE CLUB 

The Intermediate Club meets ever\ 
first and third Saturday evening of 
the month. There already have been 
two meetings. The first was an or- 
ganization meeting and also offered an 
opportunity to renew acquaintances and 
to plan a general program for the year, 
the second meeting consisted of an 
open discussion on the general subject 
"Russia". The next meeting will be 
held Saturday evening, December 7th 
at 9 P. M. All eligible members are 
invited. 



THE SABBATH 

Kindling of Candles at 4:09 P. M. 
Friday Evening Services at 4:00 
o'clock. 

Sabbath Morning Services (Parsha 
Vayetze) will commence at 8 :45 o' 
clock. Rabbi Levinthal will preach on 
the weekly portion of the Torah. 

Mincha Services at 4 :00 P. M . 

Class in Ein Yaakob, under the lead- 
ership of Mr. Benjamin Hirsh, at 
3:15 P. M. 



DAILY SERVICES 

Morning Services at 7:00 and 8:00 
o'clock. 

Mincha Services at 4:15 P. M. 
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APPLICATIONS FOR MEMBER- 
SHIP AND REINSTATEMENTS 



The following have applied for mem- 
bership in the Brooklyn Jewish Center: 

Rakst, Dr. David A. 
Married Dentist 
Res. — 648 Empire Boulevard 
Bus. — 118 Union Street 
Proposed by Frank Schaeffer 

Cliflfe, Lewis 

Unmarried Feathers and Downs 
Res.— 295 Rutland Road 
Bus. — 126 Front Street 
Proposed by Sam Munzer 

Coran, Saul J. 

Unmarried Lawyer 
Res. — 181 Clarkson Avenue 
Bus. — 551 Fifth Avenue 
Proposed by Nathan Wolfe 

Feinberg, Ben 
Married Garment Transportation 
Res. — 355 Lefferts Avenue 
Bus. — 355 Lefferts Avenue 
Proposed by Sam Shafter 

Fox, Nathan D. 

Married Advertising 
Res.— 1038a Sterling Place 
Bus.— 205 East 42nd Street 
Proposed by Lawrence Tanenbaum 

Grossman Myriam G. 
Unmarried Brokers 
Res.— 1091-99 Newport Street 
Bus. — 350 Seventh Avenue 

Hurwitz, Dr. Irving A. 
Married Dentist 
Res. — 255 Eastern Parkway 
Bus. — 255 Eastern Parkway 
Proposed by Louis Zankel 

Jaffee, Helen 

Unmarried Manufacturing 

Res. — 161 Ryerson Street 

Bus. — Hall Street 

Proposed by Mrs. A. Bernstein 
Levine, Alex 

Married Hosiery 

Res.— 770 St. Marks Avenue 

Bus. — 343 Broadway 

Proposed by Benjamin A. Levine 

Manes, Edward 

Married Whl. Cream & Cheese 
Res. — 707 Montgomery Street 
Bus. — 202 Vernon Avenue 
Proposed by Sam Nicoll and 
A. II. Zirn 

Meyers, Sol 
Unmarried Publisher 
Res.— 474 East 93rd Street 
Bus. — 104 Fifth Avenue 
Proposed by Li la Meyers 



Miesel, Samuel 
Unmarried 

Res.— 205 Penn Street 
Proposed by J. Herbert Leder 
Radler, Evelyn 

Unmarried Secretary 
Res. — 586 Midwood Street 
Bus. — 486 Broadway 
Proposed by Mrs. A. Bernstein 
Rosswig, Muriel 

Unmarried Leather Goods 
Res. — 346 New York Avenue 
Bus. — 55-33rd Street 
Proposed by Mrs. S. Fox 
Spaet, Dr. Emanuel 
Married Dentist 
Res. — 298 New York Avenue 
Bus. — 298 New York Avenue 
Proposed by Samuel Horowitz and 
Herman A. Katz 
Stern field, Emanuel 

Unmarried Attorney 
Res.— 2066 East 14th Street 
Bus.— 225 Fifth Avenue 
Proposed by Morris Dlugasch 
The following has applied for rein- 
statement as a member: 
Goldstein, Herman 
Married Lawyer 
Res. — 483 Brooklyn Avenue 
Bus.— 131 Norfolk Street 
Proposed by Samuel Stark 

Emanuel Greenberg, Chairman 
Membership Committee 



PLEASE FORWARD YOUR KOL 
NIDRE DONATIONS 

There are a number of members of 
the Center who pledged donations at 
the Kol Nidre Services in answer to 
the appeal made by Rabbi Levinthal 
and Justice Mitchell May. We would 
greatly appreciate it if those who have 
not forwarded their checks in payment 
of these pledges, would do so as soon 
as possible. 

We are planning to publish the 
names of all donors in the January is- 
sue of the Reviez^ and we want to 
include all those who have contributed 

to the fund. 

THE VIVALETS 

The daughters of Center members 
have been planning a very interesting 
season for themselves. The name of 
the club was chosen by taking Tel Aviv 
and reversing the letters, making Viv- 
alet. The group, with the guidance of 
Mrs. Eva Bernhardt, has been fully 
organized and each of the members is 



THERE IS 
SOMEONE 
YOU KNOW 

who would appreciate being a 
member of the Center. Bring 
him (or her) in. The rates 
are cheap for what he (or 
she) will obtain in return. 



$50.00 per year per family (includes 
husband, wife and children up 
to 21 years of age) 

$37.50 per year for unmarried mem- 
bers. 

$25.00 per year for girls. 



doing her share to further the chari- 
table, educational, social and cultural 
functions of the organization. 

Among the many interesting events- 
planned for the successive Saturday 
evening meetings are included a trip to 
the Hayden Planetarium, a dramatic 
presentation, a theatre party, and cel- 
ebration significant of the various Jew- 
ish holidays. Any girls of 13 and 14 
years wishing to join should do so im- 
mediately so as to be able to enjoy all 
the activities. 

Officers and committees of the Viva- 
lets are as follows : 

Chairman Hilda Zankel 

Vice Chairman . Helene Shack 
Secretary Helen Topol 

Treasurer Blossom Halpern 

Program Committee — Roslyn Beilly, 
Rita Greenspan, Roma Kantor, Laura 
Sorscher. 

Social Committee — Cecelia Feiler. 
Phoebe Honig, Eleanore Levine. Doris 
Mines. 

Constitutional Committee — Evelyn 
Schultz, Helen Topol, Ruth Windwer. 

Athletic Committee — -Blossom Hal- 
pern, Hilda Zankel. 

Membership Committee — lithe! 
Levy, Rosalyn Wolfe, Aclele Zankel. 
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Card Party 

Wednesday Eve., Dec. 11th 

under the auspices of the 

PARENT TEACHERS Association 

of the 

Hebrew School and Sunday School 

Proceeds to 
CHANUKAH FUND 

of the Schools 

Subscription 35 cents 

Refreshments : : Prizes 
No Raffles 

Tickets ma)- be obtained from 

Mrs. I. WIENER 

President of the Association or 
at the Center office. 



ROBBING THEOLOGY OF 
ITS TERRORS 

{Continued from page 11) 

rouse the sense of .danger of a strange 
kind of secularization of religious 
ideas. 

The centrality of Palestine to Jew- 
ish civilization Dr. Levinthal empha- 
sizes in many connections. He de- 
votes a whole chapter to a discussion 
of the role of Palestine in Judaism 
and rightly records that "There can 
be no vital, growing religion or racial 
culture without connection with a 
land." He continues, "With a Jewish 
life on a Jewish soil, in which Jew- 
ish culture with its deeply God- 
conscious character shall be dominant, 
Judaism will not have to struggle for 
a bare existence as it does in the Dias- 



pora." He closes his fine book with an 
appeal to live the Jewish life, and with 
an assertion of faith in the future of 
the Jewish people and of Judaism. 

One does not have to agree with 
all that Dr. Levinthal has set down 
in his book to affirm whole-heartedly 
that reading it is a thrilling experi- 
ence. This reviewer was enchanted by 
the almost too great abundance of quo- 
tations, each used aptly, however, and 
sometimes with startling effect. 

If the reviewer were a layman, 
living in New York, he would delight 
in being a member of Dr. Levinthal's 
Congregation, for it is a genuine 
privilege to have spread before one 
each Sabbath an intellectual feast that 
stimulates, inspires and enchants. It 
is devoutly to be wished that Dr. Lev- 
inthal will continue to print his dis- 
courses, sermons and lectures for those 
of us who cannot hear him in person. 
In this way he will maintain for him- 
self the place he has already won as the 
supreme Jewish preacher of our gener- 
ation in the United States, possibly in 
the world. 



THE MACCABEES 

The Maccabees have already com- 
pleted the first month of its existence. 
Under the guidance of Air. Jackson 
Goldman they have succeeded in not 
only completing their organization but 
have begun plans for the future. 
These plans comprise a Chanukah af- 
fair which will include a ritual in which 
the members of the Maccabees will 
participate. The tie-up between Chan- 
ukah and the Maccabees is of course 
obvious. The officers of the club are : 
Herbert Feiler, President ; Men in Ho- 
nig, Vice President; Charles Samberg, 
Secretary ; Seymour Mines, Treasurer ; 
Irving Zankel, Chairman Membership 
Comm. ; Buddy Lowenf eld. Chairman 
Athletic Comm. ; Howard Weissberg, 
Chairman Program Comm. ; Arthur 
Feinberg, Chairman Social Comm. 



OPEN MEETING OF THE NOMINA- 
TING COMMITTEE MONDAY 
EVENING 

The Nominating Committee of the 
Center will hold an open meeting next 
Monday evening, December 9th at 
8 :30 o'clock. 

Members of the Center who wish to 
make suggestions regarding nomina- 
tions for officers, trustees and members 
of the Governing Board are invited to 
present their recommendations to the 
Nominating Committee at that meeting. 



CLUB CALENDAR 

'it' ' 



All children of Center members are 
eligible for membership in these groups 
and arc cordially invited to join in their 
activities : 

The Maccabees. Consists of boys 13 to 
15 years of age. Meetings on Satur- 
day evenings at 7:30 o'clock. Mr. 
Jackson Goldman, Leader. 

The Vivalets. Consists of girls 13 and 
14 years of age. Meetings are held 
on Saturday evenings at 7 :30 o'clock. 
Mrs. Eva Bernhardt, leader. 

Girl Scout Troop. 12 to 16 years of age. 
Meetings are held every Wednesday 
evening, at 7:30. Miss Lillian Can- 
tor, Scoutmaster. 

Boy Scout Troop. 12 to 15 years or age. 
Members as well as non-members 
are eligible. Meets every Thursday 
evening at 7:30 o'clock. Mr. Oscar 
f. Alpert, scoutmaster, assisted bv 
Mr. Saul T. Slater and Mr. Walter 
Si ben. 

Boys Athletic Club. Open to sons of 
Center members. 13 to 15 years of 
age. 

Junior League. Girls 17 to 20 years of 
age and boys from 18 to 21. Meets 
every first and third Sunday evening, 
at 8 :30 o'clock, under the leadership 
of Mr. Jackson Goldman. 

Intermediate Group. Consists of sons of 
Center members, 16 to 18 years of 
age, and daughters between the ages 
of 15 and 17. Meets on first and 
third Saturday evenings. 

Singing Group. Meets ever) Tuesday 
evening. 

Creative Music Group for Children. 

Now being organized. Open to boys 
and girls over 11 years of age. Date 
of meeting will be announced in the 
near future. 

Adult Group. Sons and daughters of 
Center members, 21 years of age or 
over, are eligible for membership. 
Date of meeting will be announced 
soon. 
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CONGRATULATIONS 

Congratulations and best wishes are 
extended to Mr. and Mrs, Mark J. 
Goell of 705 Crown Street, upon the 
marriage of their sister, Helen J. 
Goell to Dr. Charles Berk, which was 
held at the Center on Thursday, No- 
vember 28, 1935. 



MR. FRANK SCHAEFFER APPOINTED 
CHAIRMAN OF THE HEBREW EDU- 
CATION COMMITTEE 

Mr. Joseph M. Schwartz, President 
of the Center, announces the appoint- 
ment of Mr. Frank Schaeffer as chair- 
man of the Hebrew Education Com- 
mittee to succeed Mr. Harry A. Har- 
rison, who resigned. 



Forum Monday Evening. 
December 16th 

Symposium on 
"IS MERCY KILLING OF IN- 
CURABLES JUSTIFIABLE?" 

AFFIRMATIVE 

Dr. Sidney E. Goldstein 

Associate Rabbi, Free Synagogue 

NEGATIVE 

Dr. Samuel J. Kopetzky 

Prof, of Otology, N. Y. Poly- 
clinic Hospital. 



Sisterhood Theatre Party 

ERNEST TRUEX 

STARRING IN A 
NEW COMEDY 

"WHATEVER GOES UP" 

at the 

Biltmore Theatre 

WEST 47th STREET, NEW YORK 

WEDNESDAY EVE., DECEMBER 18, 1935 



"Ernest Truex is not often fun- 
nier than in 'Whatever Goes Up', 
the new one at the Biltmore Thea- 
tre, seldom more appealingly shy, 
engagingly dumb." 

— Brooklyn Daily Eagle 



"Fills the air with laughter. A 
bundant merriment." 

—N. Y. Sun 
"As everyone must know by now, 
Mr. Truex is an unrivaled far- 
ceur." . —TV. Y. Post 



Obtain your tickets now and help to make this Theatre Party 
a social and financial success. 

Theatre Party Committee, 
Mrs. I. Lowenfeld. Chairman, 
Mrs. Hyman Rachmil, Co-chairman 
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THE TRUTH ABOUT HITLER 

(Continued from page 5) 
cowed into submission to the irresistible 
power of the Totalitarian State. 

The hatred of the Jews led by a 
logical transition to an attack upon the 
historic basis of Christianity. Thus the 
conflict broadened swiftly, and Catho- 
lic priests and Protestant pastors fell 
under the ban of what is becoming the 
new religion of the German peoples, 
namely, the worship of Germany under 
the symbols of the old gods of Nordic 
paganism. Here also is where we stand 
to-day. 

WHAT manner of man is this 
grim figure who has performed 
these superb toils and loosed these 
frightful evils? Does he still share the 
passion he has evoked? Does he, in the 
full sunlight of worldly success, atthe 
head of the great nation he has raised 
from the dust, still feel wracked by the 
hatreds and antagonisms of his des- 
perate struggle : or will they be discard- 
ed like the armour and the cruel wea- 
pons of strife under the mellowing in- 
fluences of success? Evidently a burn- 
ing question for men of all nations! 
Those who have met Herr Hitler face 
to face in public business or on social 
terms have found a highly competent, 
cool well-informed functionary with an 
agreeable manner, a disarming smile, 
and few have been unaffected by a sub- 
tle personal magnetism. Nor is this im- 
pression merely the dazzle of power. 
He exerted it on his companions at 
every stage in his struggle, even when 
his fortunes were in the lowest depths. 
Thus the world lives on hopes that the 
worst is over and that we may yet live 
to see Hitler a gentler figure in a hap- 
pier age. 

Meanwhile, he makes speeches to the 
nations which are characterized by can- 
dour and moderation. Recently he has 
offered many words of reassurance, 
eagerly lapped up by those who have 
been so tragically wrong about Ger- 
many in the past. Only time can show, 
but. meanwhile the great wheels re- 
volve; the rifles, the cannon, the tanks, 
the shot and shells, the air-bombs, the 
poison-gas cylinders, the aeroplanes, 
the submarine's, and now the beginnings 
of a fleet flow in ever-broadening 
streams from the already largely war- 
mobilized arsenals and factories of 
Germany. 

In the annals of the new triumphant 
Germany there is a lurid anniversary. 
It is the 30th of June. On that night 
last year many hundreds of men and 



some women were put to death in Ger- 
many without law, without accusation, 
without trial. These persons represen- 
ted many varieties of life and thought 
of Germany. There were Nazis and 
anti-Nazis. There were Generals and 
Communists ; there were Jews, Protes- 
tants, and Catholics. Some were rich 
and some were poor ; some were young 
and some were old ; some were famous 
and some were humble. Hut all had 
one thing in common, namely, that they 
were deemed to be obnoxious or ob- 
structive to the Hitler regime. There- 
fore, they were blotted out. 

Armed police caught them in the 
streets, shot them in their beds, shot 
the wife who threw herself before her 
husband, dragged all manner of people 
to the different gaols — killed some on 
the way — sent others to face the firing 
parties'on the outskirts of Berlin. The 
sinister volleys succeeded each other 
through a long morning, afternoon, 
and night. The relations who ventured 
to inquire for the missing father, bro- 
ther or son received, after a consider- 
able interval, a small urn containing 
cremated ashes. 

THE history of the world is full ot 
gruesome, squalid episodes of this 
kind 1 , from the butcheries of ancient 
Rome and the numberless massacres 
which have stained the history of Asia 
down to the "smellings out" of the Zulu 
and Hottentot witch-doctors. But in all 
its tips and downs mankind has always 
recoiled in horror from such events; 
and every record which has pretended 
to be that of a civilized race has pro- 
claimed its detestation of them. 

Adolf Hitler took upon himself the 
full responsibility. It is true that he ex- 
plained that many more people were 
murdered— for I call the slaughter of 
a human being in peace without trial 
murder — who were not on his list. 
Zealous lieutenants we are assured fill- 
ed in the gaps, sometimes with public, 
and sometimes with their own private 
enemies; and some of them were exe- 
cuted themselves for having overstep- 
ped the mark. What a mark! 

But the astounding thing is that the 
great German people, educated, scien- 
tific, philosophical, romantic, the people 
of Christmas tree, the people of Goe- 
the and Schiller, of Bach and Beetho 
ven, Heine, Leibnitz, Kant and a hun- 
dred other great names, have not only 
not resented this horrible blood-bath, 
but have endorsed it and acclaimed its 
author with the honours not only of a 



sovereign but almost of a God. Here 
is the frightful fact before which what 
is left of European civilization must 
bow its head in shame, and what is to 
more practical purpose, in fear. 

Can we really believe that a hier- 
archy and society built upon such deeds 
can be entrusted with the possession of 
the most prodigious military machinery 
yet planned among men ? Can we be- 
lieve that by such powers the world 
may regain "the joy, the peace and 
glory of mankind"? The answer, if 
answer there be, other than the most 
appalling negative, is contained in that 
mystery called Hitler. 



FORUM 

of the 

BROOKLYN JEWISH CENTER 

A Platform for Free and Open 
Discussion of Problems of Inter- 
est by Leading Exponents in 
Every Field of Human Endea- 
vor. Organized 1921. 

Meets ever\ 
MONDAY EVENING 

Throughout the Season 

The following is a partial list of 
the speakers who will address the 
Center Forum during the 1935- 
1936 season : 

Rev. Dr. S. Parkes Cadman 

Dr. Will Durant 

Prof. Israel Efros 

Rev. Dr. John Haynes Holmes 

Dr. Elias Lieberman 

Prince Hubertus Loewenstein 

Prof. Scott Nearing 

Dr. Shalom Spiegel 

Dr. Ira S. Wile 

Rev. Dr. Stephen S. Wise 



GIRLS' GYMNASIUM NEWS 

Preparations are now under way for 
the organization of girls' basketball, 
handball and swimming teams. Those 
interested will please sign up at once. 
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EMIL LUDWIG GOES TO A LECTURE 

{Continued from page 6) 



beset by reporters who were anxious 
to get a copy of his speech. The speech 
was one Ludwig is delivering all over 
the country and it would have been 
impolitic, not to say improvident, to 
give it gratis to the press. He replied 
easily, "My manager does not wish me 
to make it public," and the manager 
came to the rescue with the same readi- 
ness : "Not now, boys. I'll be glad to let 
you have it after the tour is over." 

The boys retreated upstairs to the 
auditorium while Herr Ludwig be- 
came anxious to investigate the loud 
speaker facilities. He insisted on being 
taken to the auditorium while the offi- 
cers, knowing that he would be exposed 
to the view of those already in the hall, 
tried to disuade him. But Ludwig was 
going up, and he went. 

Fortunately, the synagogue audit- 
orium where the lecture was held has 
a high railing in front of the altar 
and Ludwig was to some extent con- 
cealed from the public- But he had 
to remain on the platform from then 
on, and the customary grand entrance 
was necessarily eliminated. 

The photographer for the Nezv York 
Times made arrangements to take his 
picture. He wanted action pictures. 
The manager said action pictures were 
out because the flash bulbs would annoy 
Ludwig while talking. The photograph- 
er tried to get the next best thing by 
posing the author. Ludwig refused to 
pose. When the photographer became 
insistent he said to the chairman: 
"Throw him out." 

"But he's from the New York 
Times," said the chairman. 

"But I am the author, "replied Lud- 
wig. 

The photographer packed up his 
apparatus and there were no pictures. 

At this time Ludwig was in a yar- 
melkc, the skull cap being obligatory 
since the lecture was held in the syn- 
agogue. He would have made an inter- 
esting picture in the newspapers. 
When he rose to speak he had the 
precise appearance of a rabbi or cantor. 

As is usual with loudspeakers on 
auspicious occasions the amplifying 
system, though previously tested, 
throttled itself. Ludwig spoke a few 
sentences, paused and observed that the 
loudspeaker seemed to lack harmony 
with his voice. "Tell me if you hear 
me," he called out to the back rows 
of the balcony. "No !" came a chorus. 

"Very well, then," he said, pushing 



back the microphone. "I will speak 
without Edison." And he raised his 
voice to fill the auditorium. 

—J- K. 

"LAND OF PROMISE" 

(Continued from page 13) 
sod, which receives the contributions 
of Jews all over the world for the 
building of the Jewish homeland. 

The Hebrew University, with its 
glorious amphitheatre, in Jerusalem, is 
the focus of the spiritual and cultural 
rebirth of Palestine. 

Open to students of all races and 
religions, the Hebrew University and 
its library answer a deep inner need 
of the Jewish homeland. The Jews 
returned to Palestine to build a land ; 
but they kept up at the same time their 
immemorial habits of study and re- 
search. The whole Near East, not 
less than Palestine, will benefit from 
the scientific study of local soil, plant 
and animal life. No land was ever 
colonized with such a concentration of 
enthusiasm, devotion and science. 

Palestine will train its own engineers, 
architects, chemists, mathematicians 
and experts generally. In the earliest 
stages of the rebuilding of Palestine 
the Hebrew University was planned 
and the school of technology of Haifa 
already founded. 

The future managers and foremen 
of Palestine's industries are being 
trained here. They learn to handle 
machines by practical methods and not 
by theory alone. 

* * * 

Palestine is calling to the British 
government and to the Jewish people. 
It is calling upon the British govern- 
ment to open wider the gates of the 
country at which the manpower of the 
Jewish people is knocking for admit- 
tance. It is calling upon the Jews of 
every land to furnish the Palestine 
Foundation fund with the means to 
create new possibilities for immigration 
and colonization. The cities and fields 
of Palestine are waiting and for hun- 
dreds of thousands of Jews the last 
hope is the vision of the harvest which 
they will yet reap side by side with 
their brothers in the security and 
warmth of their own homeland. 

* * * 

I Tarvest is all the year round in Pa- 
lestine. There is the harvest of wheat, 



the harvest of oranges, the harvest of 
grapes. For the wheat harvesting 
threshers, tractors and combines are 
used. 

Where twenty years the soil was 
either marshland, or was scratched with 
a primitive plough, the modernized 
machinery brought in by the Jews ob- 
tains the maximum yield. 

Instead of the donkey, the tractor, 
and instead of the millstones turned b) 
hand to grind the grain, the latest ma- 
chinery of the flour mills. 

The ground grain is for human con- 
sumption, the green fodder is for the 
cattle in the colonies. 

In Hebrew an orange is called a 
golden apple — and field after field of 
golden apples, in places where ten years 
ago not even thistles grew, gives us a 
measure of the progress and possibili- 
ties of Palestine. Over five million 
boxes of golden apples went out of 
Palestine last year, and the yield grows 
from year to year. The Jaffa orange 
is one of the most famous fruits in the 
world, and with good reason. 

Plurns never grew before in Pales- 
tine, but the grapes of Palestine are 
as old as the land itself, and when 
Moses sent spies into the country they 
came back with a cluster of grapes so 
large that two men had to carry it. 
* * * 

When the year is rounded out, when 
the grain and the fruit are in, the Jew- 
ish harvest festival is celebrated, as in 
ancient days when the first fruits were 
brought to the Temple in Jerusalem. 
For countless generations this festival 
was observed in the synagogue only, 
because the Jews were driven off the 
land and became city dwellers. Today 
in the national Jewish home the harvest 
festival is no longer a pious recollec- 
tion; it is the reality of a life which is 
integrated with the soil. In dozens of 
villages preparations go forward for 
the grand thanksgiving celebration in 
Haifa. This city, at the head of the 
Emek, or Valley of Jezreel, is the one 
chosen for the harvest festival. 

A free people rejoices in its own 
land. The wanderer of two thousand 
years has come home, and his sons and 
daughters dance again in "the vineyards 
and orchards 1 which sends a thrill of 
hope through tens of thousands of Jew- 
ish homes which are steeped in the 
darkness of the exile. 

Look up, Isarel, from the places of 
your slavery; look toward Eretz Israel 
and see the wonder which is being 
wrought in your own days. 
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LUDWIG LEWISOHN 

( Continued from page 9) 
the selections. Here no one will ques- 
tion the wisdom of having chosen those 
included. There is, however, the feeling 
that many more could and should have 
heen inserted. Certainly Bialik should 
have heen in the hook, for not only 
in his poems hut in his speeches as well, 
was he one of the greatest of the 
prophets of Rebirth, and selections 
from his work would have been a wel- 
come addition. So, too, it is hardly 
conceivable tliat Wei z maim and 
Shmarya Levin should be omitted 
from "a volume that records the 
thoughts of those who had a share in 
Israel's renaissance. 

Interesting and fascinating as are 
all the selections in the volume, they 
nevertheless do not surpass the bril- 
liant analysis of the Jewish problem 
which Lewisohn himself gives us in 
his introduction to the book. For that 
introduction alone the author deserves 
the praise and congratulations of all 
American Jewry. With keeness of 
mind, with arguments based on his- 
toric fact, be analyzes the various mis- 
guided theories and notions that have 
gripped the mind of the Jew since the 
Emancipation era, and revealing their 
shallowness and falseness proves con- 
clusively that the only solution lies in 
the call that came to Abraham: Lech 
Lecho! To use his own words: "To 
save the Jewish people we must con- 
vert that "people itself, and every Jew 
who puts off the falseness and dishonor 
of servile assimilation and puts on the 
new manl of his reintegration with 
his people shall know that he is help- 
ing to save not only Israel, but a world 
pagan and unredeemed." 

Lewisohn's new creation "Rebirth: 
A Book of Modern Jewish Thoughts," 
is a fitting climax to his own masterly 
creations in the field of literature, and 
will undoubtedly become the inspira- 
tion of thousands of Jews who will 
look to it for guidance in the process 
of their own Jewish rebirth. 



JEWISH HOP O'MY THUMB 

{Continued from page 9) 
both in content and form. It is the 
type for which Jewish parents have 
been seeking. It is one that children 
will love to read and reread. They 
will take K'Ton Ton into the family 
circle and he will be welcomed as a 
brother. We predict that K'Ton Ton 
will become a household word. K'Ton 
Ton is such a lively creature that 



one wonders how the author man- 
aged to capture him in the pages of a 
book. What a truly lovely volume it 
is! Large in .size, big in print, with 
pictures on almost every page. The 
artist, Jeanette P.erkowitz, has so per- 
fectly caught the genius of the author 
that one can scarcely imagine a more 
harmonious combination. 

The book will be a welcome gift to 
anv child and it is one that grown-ups 
who are still young in spirit will also 
enjoy. The}' will recall their own youth 
and will taste again the latkes and 
blintzes and ham en taschen their moth- 
ers used to make. They will relive the 
exciting preparations incident to Pass- 
over and Succoth, not to speak of the 
beautiful Sabbath observed with such 
dignity by generations past. 

Mrs. Weilerstein is the mother of 
four children, who are primarily re- 
sponsible for the book as well as for 
her previous one, "What Dan Did." 
The stories are the result of that oft- 
repeated plea, "Please tell us a story." 
With this book in hand we can assure 
mothers that they can respond to this 
request in a most satisfactory manner. 
We hope that no Jewish mother will 
deny herself the joy of taking K'Ton 
Ton into her home. 



THE 



CENTER 
RESTAURANT 



Excellent meals are served in 
our Restaurant every Sunday 
during the season from 12 noon 
to 5 P. M. 

Arrange to have your Sunday 
dinners at the Center Restau- 
rant as often as you possibly can. 
You will facilitate matters a great 
deal if you will telephone the 
Center in advance (PResident 4- 
1400) so that reservations may 
be made for you. 



Dinner De Luxe $1.00 and $1.25 
per person — Also A la Carte 



"Meet Me in the Center 
Restaurant" 




/685 PITKIN AVE 
BROOKLYN. N Y 
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THE PROBLEM OF THE AGUNAH 

(Continued from page 4) 



today must satisfy the same legal re- 
quirements that the Goan of Wilna 
had to in his time. Further bear in 
mind that the Rabbinical Assembly 
contend honestly that what they sug- 
gest is correct according to strict Rab- 
binical interpretation of the Law. If 
the Assembly were proceeding to make 
an innovation, an excursion into their 
own bit of Law making, then I cease. 
I have no Masa Umattan. I have no 
discussion with them. But they claim 
to be traditional in this respect. It is, 
M titer according to din, they say. Then 
certainly Isaac Elchanan was a far 
greater authority on the subject ! 

As to the legal aspects of the ques- 
tion, I believe that the legal technicali- 
ties should be thrashed out behind 
closed doors, for it is not for the or- 
dinary laymen to pass judgment on 
such highly intricate questions. Let 
it suffice for me to state that the pro- 
posal of the Rabbinical Assembly came 
to the attention of the late chief Rabbi 
of Palestine, Rabbi Kook, whose au- 
thority certainly no one individual or 
no body will question. He, Rabbi Kook, 
in a masterly written letter decided a- 
gainst this step and seriously advised 
the Rabbinical Assembly to desist from 
their attempts. Further, the contem- 
porary former Chief Rabbi of Wilna, 
and one who can be called the Dean 
of all scholars today, Rabbi Chaim 
Ozar Grodzinsky, in a more emphatic 
letter published in the Yiddish press, 
admonished the Assembly for the rash 
step of breaking down the procedure 
demanded by adherence to the devel- 
oped Law in the Shulchan Aruch. It 
was he, Rabbi Grodzinsky, who invoked 
the highest ban (cherim) in exhorting 
the Torah-Jewish populace not to be led 
astray by innovations which are con- 
trary to Law. Further, the Rabbinical 
Assembly based their action upon what 
they purported to be a similar act in- 
stituted by the Sephardic Rabbis of 
Palestine. This support was immediate- 
ly repudiated by the Sephardic Rabbis 
in the press. 

I have not come to argue legalistical- 
ly, or to prove the inconsistency of this 
new proposal. Perhaps I am in no 
position to do so. Perhaps it cannot 
be done. But our leaders, the true in- 
terpreters of Jewish Law (and the true 
interpretation of the Jewish law is what 
the Assembly contends it is doing by- 
saying that it is all Al pi din — within 



limits of the Shulchan Aruch), men of 
renown of all times who have "strived 
to make Jewish Law function in Jew- 
ish Life," and have succeeded, have 
spoken in opposition ; definitely and 
categorically so. And who of us, I 
ask with contrition, who are like 
dwarfs in the capacity for determining 
what is legal and what is not, and 
whose attachment to our people is like 
shallow water compared to the attach- 
ment of our leaders whose inherent 
love for the welfare of our people is 
like the depths of the ocean, — who of 
us can be so arrogant as to do other- 
wise ? 

If the Assembly were not to claim 
that their proposal for the relief of the 
Agunah was in conformity with strict 
law, if the Assembly were to claim 
that the emergency of the situation 
demanded that a change in the Law be 
made, contrary to precedent, then I 
would understand their position. They 
would have placed themselves beyond 
or above the Shulclian Aruch, and they 
would have become unassailable. The 
Shulchan Aruch would not apply to 
rulings of Conservative Rabbis. But 
if they speak in the name of the Torah 
tradition, and of legality, then who is 
the Rabbinical Assembly of America, 
the majority of whom have taken a 
four-year course in Judaism, to defy 
the definite decision of scholars and 
leaders of our time — of all times? 

— Elias Karp 
Formerly, Rabbi of Degel Israel 
Congregation, Lancaster, Pa. 



The Brooklyn Jezvish Center Re- 
view, in keeping with its policy of be- 
ing an Open Forum for the free ex- 
pression of all views on Jewish prob- 
lems, is glad to publish the above letter, 
in which the writer takes issue with 
the official statement released by the 
Rabbinical Assembly of America, and 
published in the November issue. 

It is hardly necessary to point out 
to the reader who is at all acquainted 
with the proposed solution of the sta- 
tus of the Agunah that the writer does 
not begin to touch the problem nor the 
solution. Mere emotional outbursts, 
even if they be eloquent, will not per- 
suade Jewry of today. The writer cer- 
tainly knows, or should know, that the 
men of the Rabbinical Assembly serv- 



ing on the Committee of Jewish Law- 
are scholars of renown and cannot be 
characterized as men who "have taken 
a four-year course in Judaism". And 
he knows, too, or should know — if he 
is at all acquainted with the Rabbinical 
Assembly — that it is not true that their 
action is motivated "all for the sake of 
popularizing their movement and im- 
pressing upon unknowing masses that 
the Assembly is the new champion of 
social justice ... to buy the support of 
American Jewry". We can well leave 
it to the judgment of the intelligent 
reader as to the validity of the argu- 
ments presented in the various pro- 
nouncements of the Rabbinical Assem- 
bly, and the counter arguments such as 
are offered in the above letter. 

Disregarding the sarcasm and unjust 
imputations that abound in the above 
epistle, it may be said and re-empha- 
sized that the main question and only 
question here involved is: Is the pro- 
posed solution of the Rabbinical As- 
sembly in keeping with the principles 
of Jewish law or not? To date, not 
one argument has been presented by 
any of the opponents of the proposal, 
based upon Jewish law. Emotionalism, 
sentimentalism, sarcasm, invective, even 
threats, are heard in abundance. But 
legal arguments alone are here in place, 
because this involves a legal issue. The 
Rabbinical Assembly Committee on 
Jewish law, especially Dr. Epstein of 
that Committee, gave more than five 
years of diligent research to the legal 
aspects of the problem. Even now, 
though the Assembly unanimously a- 
dopted the proposal, it decided to wait 
an entire year before putting it into 
practice in order to give everyone an 
opportunity to offer legal reasoning or 
legal proof that this proposal violates 
the principles of Jewish law. Though 
more than half a year has passed, and 
though many articles in opposition have 
appeared, not one valid legal argument 
has been presented. 

The Committee on Jewish Law of 
the Rabbinical Assembly, as well as all 
the members of the Assembly, are con- 
vinced that their proposal is in keeping 
with the letter and spirit of Jewish 
law. Because it is adhering to Jewish 
law and to the spirit of Jewish law. 
and aims to bring back into Jewish 
life the authority of Jewish law, the 
Rabbinical Assembly has the right to 
believe that it will carry weight with 
the great masses of our people. 

— Israel H. Levinthal 
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NOT ONLY 
IN TIMES 
OF DISTRESS 



Inevitably death must visit every home. 
At such times the living are plunged into 
mourning and distress, and it is an addition- 
al burden to them to be forced to care for 
details which should have been looked after 
earlier. 

Select a final resting place when it is pos- 
sible to do so easily, and with consideration. 
And when you select one of the plots of the 
Brooklyn Jewish Sub-division of the Old 
Montefiore Cemetery at Springfield, L. I., 
you know that you have selected ground 
that is distinguished by beauty and dignity 
— and is a tribute to the memories of those 
who have passed on. 

The Secretary of the Center will be glad 
to furnish you with details. Convenient 
terms may be arranged. 



BROOKLYN JEWISH CENTER 

667 EASTERN PARKWAY BROOKLYN, N. Y. 



DIGNIFIED AND 
DISTINCTIVE SER- 
VICES AT HOME 
OR CHAPEL 



FLATBUSH MEMORIAL CHAPEL 
WM. SHERMAN AND SONS 
FUNERAL DIRECTORS 



1283 CONEY ISLAND 
AVENUE . . . BROOK- 
LYN, NEW YORK 

Phone Mldwood 8-3300 

Branch: 125 Varet St. 

Phone: PUIasIci 5-0167 




TREE-MARK 
SHOES FOR 
CHILDREN ARE 
THE FINEST THAT 
SCIENCE CAN 
PRODUCE 



Most of the serious foot troubles of later life 
can be directly traced to improper foot care in 
childhood. The growing years are the form- 
ative years. Bones are easily molded and the 
shoes your child now wears will determine 
bone structure which will follow him throughout 
life. 

Tree-Mark shoes for children will keep young 
feet in a normal and healthy condition. 

The Tree-Mark foot specialist will prescribe 
only the correct lastand size. AnX-Ray machine 
is used to make certain that Tree-Mark shoes 
fit perfectly. 



TREE-MARK SHOE COMPANY 

6 DELANCEY STREET NEW YORK 



